\ 


.5 


- * • > * 


r 


1 


« 


« *. 


•-.r 


,m- 


t 


iT 


(♦ 


f 


/ 


4 


r 


«i 


t * » 

i - 


* 


• L 


n-i 


V 


% 


* Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive- 

in  2016. 


’A' 


€ f 


4 


https://archive.Org/details/b22039004_0001 


• * 


4 


MEMOIRS 


OF  THE 

COURTS 

O F 

» 

BERLIN,  DRESDEN,  WARSAW, 
AND  VIENNA, 

IN  THE  YEARS  I’J'JJ,  I778,  AND  I779. 

By  N.  WILLIAM  WRAXALL,  Esq. 

IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 

VOL.  I. 

THE  THIRD  ED  IT  I OX. 
LONDON: 

Printed  by  Luke  Hanfard,  near  LiitcolnU-Tr.K  Fie.'ds, 

rOR  T.  CADELL,  and  W.  DAVIES,  STRAND. 

lioQ. 


I 


\. 


\ 

PREFACE. 


rj^'iiESE  Memoirs  were  orlginall}'-  col* 
le6led,  with  a view  to  publication ; 
but,  a relu6taiice  to  difclofe  anecdotes  and 
facts  relative  to  fo  many  diitinguiihed  living 
characters,  induced  me  to  poflpone  the  ac* 
complifliment  of  my  intention,  to  a difiiuit 
period.  The  lapfe  of  more  than  twenty 
years  has  fully  emancipated  me  from  thole 
reftraints  ; the  deceafe  of  the  King  of  Po- 
land, and  of  the  Archduchefs  Chriftina,  both 
which  took  place  during  the  courfc  of  lad 
year,  having  withdrawn  the  only  remaining 
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impediments  to  their  appearance.  The  de- 
poiition,  added  to  the  misfortunes,  of  Sta- 
niflaus,  rendered  him  peculiarly  facrcd  ; 
and  had  he  been  ftill  alive,  I fliould  yet 
have  delayed  publifhing  thefe  IMemoirs. 

However  remote  the  time  may  appear 
fince  they  were  written,  I have  ftill  chofen 
to  be  wholly  filent  on  many  points  equally 
curious  and  interefting.  The  perfonages 
themfelves,  to  whom  that  remark  applies, 
are  either  dead  or  forgotten  ; and  motivei 
of  refpecl  induce  me  to  let  them  remain  in 

I 

pblivion. 

In  unveiling  the  errors,  or  difclofing  tht 
foibles,  of  Princes  and  of  Minifters,  w« 
mult  confider  them  as  Incident  to  the  frail- 
ties and  infirmities,  infeparable  from  human 
nature.  But,  their,  greatefl  faults  will  be 
19  obliterated » 
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obliterated,  when  compared  with  the  atro- 
cities, and  contrafted  with  the  exoefles,  of 
tlie  prefent  felf-created  Sovereigns  of  France. 

How  moderate  wall  appear  the  ambition 
of  Jofeph  the  Second,  in  the  affair  of  the 
Bavarian  fucceffion  ; and  how  mild  miifl  be 
accounted  the  moft  defpotic  a6ts  of  Fre- 
deric, towards  the  Saxons,  or  the  Poles ; 
on  a comparifon  with  the  flagitious  enor- 
mities now  committed,  under  the  banner  of 
Liberty  and  Equality,  in  Switzerland,  in 
Pome,  and  in  Piedmont ! Even  in  their 
moft  arbitrary  proceedings,  Jofeph  and 
Frederic  refpe6ling  the  rights  of  human 
nature,  of  religion,  and  of  nations.  In 
the  condu6l  of  the  “ Dire6fory,'’^  we  ex- 
perience their  emancipation  from  all  re- 
ftrairits  of  private  ‘honor,  of  public  faith, 
and  of  moral  obligation.  They  have  made 
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the  beft  apology  for  defpotifm,  as  well 
as  for  fiiperilition  ; and  have  compelled 
•us  to  look  back  -with  envy  or  regret,  to 
ages  of  the  earth,  which  the  philofophy 
of  the  prefent  time  has  endeavoured  to  re^ 
prefent,  as  only  deferving  of  oblivion,  or 
worthy  of  compaffion. 
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LETTER  I. 

Anecdotes  of  Frederic  the  Second,  Landgrave  of 
He^ffe. — Hanover. — Eleclrefs  Sophia.  — Sophia 
Dorothea,  Princefi  of  Zell,  wife  to  George 
the  Firjl. — Relation  of  the  principal  circmn- 
Jiances  attending  her  imprifonment,  and  the 
death  of  Count  Konigsmark. — Examination 
of  that  tranfaclion, — P articidars  of  the  lajl 
illnefs  and  death  of  King  George  the  Firf. 

Hanover,  Sept.  9,  1/77. 

^ H E line  of  inquiry  and  refearch 
which  you  fo  w^armly  recommended 
to  me  at  my  leaving  England,  is  undoubt- 
edly far  more  interefiing,  as  well  as  im- 
portant, than  the  defcription  of  palaces  and 
cities.  But,  it  is  likewife  more  difficult, 
and  in  fome  refpefts  I might  add,  more 
invidious.  Kino’s  and  minifters  are  neither 

O 

as  acceffible  as  the  buildings  they  inhabit, 

. VOL.  I.  B 


nor 


C( 


66 


2 MEMOIRS  OF  Tfi£ 

nor  can  venture  to  fpeak  of  them  while 

f 

alive  'svith  the  fame  freedom.  “ Pericu- 
lofac  plenum  opus  Aleae,  hifloriam  fui 
temporis  fcribere.^"  Even  Burnet  and 
Clarendon,  who  wrote  of  the  events  of 
their  own  times,  did  not  efcape  the  penally 
infeparable  from  fuch  an  attempt.  I am 
however,  on  the  other  hand,  fenlible,  that 
it  is  only  from  contemporary  authority 
we  can  derive  the  moft  authentic,  as  well 
as  the  moft  curious  materials  of  hiftoiy.  The 
minute  and  pcrfonal  anecdotes  of  illuf- 
trious  men  foon  fade  under  the  touch 
of  time,  and  are  obliterated.  In  order  to 
be  preferved  and  tranfmitted  to  pofterity, 
they  muft  be  colle6led  at  the  moment. 
The  letters  which  I propofe  to  addrefs  to- 
you,  from  the  various  courts  which  I may 
chance  to  vifit  while  on  the  continent,  will 
therefore  be  dire6led,  though  not  exclu- 
fively,  yet  in  a peculiar  manner,  to  that 
objeft.  If  fometimes,  when  furveying 
fcenes  or  countries  remote  from  the  com- 
mon track  I may  feem  to  deviate  from  my 
19  original 
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t)nginal  defign,  the  digreffion  will  only  be 
fhort. 

I iball  pafs  over  the  time  that  elapfed 
between  my  landing  at  Calais  early  in  July^ 
and  my  arrival  at  this  place,  as  furnifhing 
little  towards  my  prefent  clefign ; and  I 
fliall  therefore  neither  detain  you  at  Ant- 
werp, at  the  Hague,  nor  on  the  Rhine. 
Remounting  that  River  from  Dulfeldorf  to 
Mentz,  I eroded  the  dominions  of  Hede,  to 
Caded.  The  Landgrave  may  be  accounted 
one  of  the  richeft,  as  well  as  mod:  po\verful 
Princes  of  the  German  Empire,  after  the 
temporal  Ele6lors  : the  Dukes  of  Wirtem- 
berg  and  of  Mecklenburg  Schwerin  alone, 
among  the  Princes  of  the  fecond  order, 
can  conteft  with  him  in  extent  of  terri- 
tory, in  revenues,  and  in  political  in> 
portance.  ' 

Frederic  the  Second,  reigning  Landgrave 
of  Hede  Cadel,  is  at  this  time  about  fifty- 
ieven  years  of  age,  of  a middle  dze  in- 
clining to  robuft,  and  of  a manly  figure. 
Over  his  uniform  he  ufually  wears  the 
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Order  of  the  Garter ; but,  his  treatment  of 
the  Landgravine  his  firft  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  George  the  Second,  did  not  tend 
to  cement  the  alliance  which  he  had  formed 
with  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  They 
w'ere  feparated  from  each  other  during 
many  years.  The  infelicity  of  his  lirft 
nuptials  has  not  however  prevented  him 
from  contra6ting  a fecond  marriage,  as 
foon  as  the  neceflary  forms  of  decorum 
permitted.  Captivated  by  the  attra6tions 
of  the  Princefs  of  Brandenburgh  Schwedt, 
he  efpoufed  her  about  four  years  ago.  She 
is  a collateral  defcendant  of  the  Pruffian 
Houfe,  and  is  ftill  at  this  time  a very  beau- 
■tiful  w^oman.  But,  the  Landgrave  feems 
either  not  deftined,  or  not  calculated,  for 
matrimonial  happinefs.  They  live  in  a 
ftate  of  alienation  and  eftrangement,  in' 
the  fame  palace  and  capital,  without  idue, 
or  aim  oft  intercourfe  of  any  kind. 

For  this  domeftic  misfortune,  he  confoles 
himfelf  in  the  fociety  of  Mademoifelle 

F ,whofe  perfonal  ciiarms  are  heightened 

by 
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by  all  the  fafcinating  coquetry  of  a Parifiau 
education.  She  was  miftrefs  to  the  Duke 
de  Bouillon,  and  arrived  here  only  three 
months  hnce.  Two  thoufand  Louis-d’ors 
were  allowed  her  for  the  expences  of  her 
journey  from  Paris  to  Cafl’el ; and  her  a6tual 
ellabliihment  falls  little  fliort  of  fix  thoufand 
pounds  a-year.  As  if  all  thefe  remunera- 
tions w'ere  below  her  merit,  fhe  is  treated 
w ith  Hill  more  flattering  marks  of  difliiiQ- 
lion.  At  the  public  theatre  her  box  is 
placed  clofe  to  the  ftage,  in  a confpicuous 
part  of  the  houfe.  I faw  her  there  laft  night, 
when  the  Landgrave  and  Landgravine 
were  prefent  at  the  performance.  This 
contempt  of  decency,  fo  repugnant  to  our 
manners,  is  not  uncommon  in  the  German 
Courts,  and  derives  a fort  of  fau6tion  from 
cuftom. 

Caflel  is  in  many  reffieids  a beautiful 
city,  and  embellifhed  with  fome  magni- 
ficent buildings.  Hanover,  on  the  contraiy, 
prefents  the  image  of  departed  greatnefs ; 
palaces  without  inhabitants,  a capital  with- 
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out  trade,  and  an  Ele6lorate  ’svithout  a 
Sovereign.  It  is  principally  by  the  recol- 
lection of  what  it  was,  that  Hanover  con- 
tinues to  intereft  an  oixlinary  traveller.  To 
an  Englifliman  it  offers  many  curious  fub-. 
je6ts  of  refle6iion  conneHed  with  hiftory. 
I fludy  the  local  fcenery  with  pleafure  ; nor 
have  I been  lefs  attentive  to  colle6l  fome  of 
the  anecdotes  which  tradition  ftill  prefervea 
relative  to  the  EJe6toral  Family.  At  the 
palace  of  Herenhaufen,  yefterday,  a grey-i 
headed  domeftic  of  fourfcore,  pointed  out 
to  me  the  precife  fpot  in  the  gardens,  where 
the  old  Eleclrefs  Sophia,  wife  of  Erneft 
Auguftus,  dropped  down  and  expired.  That 
t^vent  happened  in  the  beginning  of  June 
1714,  not  eight  v/eeks  before  the  death  of 
Queen  Anne.  I perfe6Uy  remember,’* 
faid  he  to  me,  “ the  evening,  which  was 
“ uncommonly  ferene  and  fine.  The  Eleft- 
“ refs  appeared  to  be  in  perfefl  health,  not-. 
“ withftanding  her  advanced  period  of  life. 
She  had  dined  in  public;  and, invited  by, 
the  beauty  of  the  weather,  walked  out, 

“ accom<j 
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accompanied  by  the  ladies  and  principal 
“ perfons  compoling  her  court.  Suddenly, 
“ without  any  apparent  caufe  or  attack, 
iTie  exclaimed,  ‘ It  rains  ! it  rains  !* 
“ and  running  acrofs  the  garden,'  flie  foon 
funk  down,  clofe  to  a little  alcove  about 
“ two  hundred  yards  from  the  palace, 
“ where  in  the  fpace  of  a few  minutes  (he 
“ breathed  her  laft,  without  pang  or  ef- 
“ fort."^ 

The  defliny  of  this  Princefs  was  very  fm- 
gular.  Youngeft  daughter  of  the  exiled 
and  unfortunate  Frederic  the  Fifth,  Ele6lor 
Palatine,  King  of  Bohemia  ; brought  up  in 
adverfity  and  privations ; married  to  a Prince 
of  the  family  of  Brunfwick,  who  had  then 
no  profpe6l  of  becoming  the  head  of  his 
Houfe ; deftined  in  the  evening  of  life,  by  a 
w'onderful  concurrence  of  circumftances, 
to  the  Englilh  fuccelfion,  from  which  Ihe 
was  apparently  removed  by  her  birth  to  an 
'almoft  incalculable  diftance ; furviving  that 
event  above  thirteen  years;  and  at  laft  car- 
ried off  by  death  at  the  very  moment  when 
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file  muft  have  afcehded  the  Britlfh  throne  : 
fuch  were  the  outlines  of  her  hhtory.  We 
know,  that  though  above  eighty  years  old 
at  the  time-  of  her  deceafe,  flie  felt  few  of 
the  inlimiities  of  age ; and  that  tar  from  re- 
garding with  indifference  the  crown  which 
awaited  her,  Ihe  anticipated  ^^ith  anxiety 
and  impatience,  the  accomplilhment  of  ib 
great  an  expe6lation.  It  would  have  been  a 
lingular  fpe6tacle  to  have  beheld  the  grand- 
daughter of  James  the  Firfl  quitting  Hano- 
ver at  more  than  fourfcore  years  of  age, 
embarking  for  her  new  dominions,  and 
affuming  the  reins  of  government,  at  a time 
when  other  princes  are  ufually  incapacitated 
for  all  the  funHions  of  royalty. 

My  refearches  have,  however,  been  more 
particularly  directed  to  another  l^rincefs  of 
the  Ele61oral  Familv>  Icfs  2;enerally  known 
tlian  the  Ele61refs  Sophia : I mean,  the  wife 
of  George  the  Firfl.;  for  flie  was  never  ac- 
knowledged as  Queen  of  England,  or  even 
as  FJeclrefs  of  Hanover.  She  is  in  faH 
chiefly  remembered  by  feme  imperfe6l  tradi- 

J7  tion^ 
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lions  of  her  gallantry  and  her  misfortunes. 
The  greater  part  of  her  life  was  palTed  in  a 
fort  of  melancholy  fequellrationi  at  the 
Callle  of  Ahlden,  in  the  Duchy  of  Zell.  As 
only  perfons  of  inferior  condition  were  ad- 
mitted to  fee  her,  during  the  refidence  which 

llie  made  there,  it  is  very  difficult  to  afcertain 

%/ 

with  certainty  the  principal  circumffiances 
of  her  hiflory.  Even  relative  to  the 
charge  of  infidelity  brought  againft  her,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  Ibpport  by  fa6ts  any  decided 
opinion.  Her  innocence  is  matter  of  in- 
ference and  belief,  more  than  of  pofitive 
proof.  I liave  converfed  with  many  per- 
Ibns  who  recollect  her  death,  though 
fcarcely  with  any  who  ever  faw  her.  On 
the  nature  of  her  connection  with  Count 
Konigfmark,  and  on  the  particulars  of  his 
dijhppeorancc,  I have  in  a peculiar  manner 
endea^'oured  to  obtain  accurate  information. 
But,  over  this  tranfabtion  fo  myfterious  a 
veil  has  been  drawn  that  no  contemporary 
tefiimony  or  evidence,  on  which  implicit 
reliance  can  be  placed,  is  now  to  be  pro- 
cured. 
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cured.  The  Court  of  Hanover,  as  might 
naturally  be  expected,  was  defirous  to  fup- 
prefs  as  much  as  poflibie,  every  circumftance 
relative  to  the  Princefs  and  her  pretended 
lover.  Even  the  name  of  Konis:fmark  was 
not  mentioiK'd  here  witiiout  repugnance, 
till  within  the  lad  twenty  years. 

Various  portraits  of  Sophia  Dorothea, 
the  w ife  of  George  the  Firft,  ftill  exift  in  tlie  ' 
palace  here  at  Hanover,  as  v eil  as  in  that 
of  Herenliaufen.  I have  conlidered  tliem 
with  attention : and  if  I were  compelled  to 
name  any  perfon  now  living,  to  whom  they 
bear  a particular  refemblance,  I fliould  fay 
it  was  to  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Draper,  bet- 
ter known  under  the  name  of  Sterne’s 
“ Eliza  but,  the  Princefs  w as  unqueftion- 
ably  by  far  the  mod  beautiful  of  the  tw  o 
women.  In  a very  capital  pi6lure  of  her, 
which  druck  me  vedcrday  at  Herenhaufen, 
die  appears  to  be  in  the  bloom  of  youth. 
The  contour  of  her  face  is  more  round  than 
oval,  the  features  regular,  and  their  expref- 
don  gay,  pleafmg,  and  animated.  Her 

eyes 
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eyes  are  hazel,  and  her  brown  hair  plays 
negligently  over  her  forehead.  The  painter 
has  drefled  her  in  a lilac^coloiired  veil 
richly  embroidered,  which  is  clofely  fitted 
to  her  body,  and  calculated  to  difplay  the 
delicacy  of  her  fliape.  Over  her  left 
flioulder  is  buckled  a blue  mantle,  adorned 
with  floweivde-luces  ; and  behind  her  hands 
a negro  girl,  who  holds  out  to  her  a fcarlet 
riband.  This  portrait  was  probably  done 
foon  after  her  marriage  in  1682,  when  die 
was  about  feventeen,  and  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  without  emotions  of  concern  for 
iier  fubfequent  fate.  I lhall  endeavour  to 
throw  together  the  • moft  material  1 fa6ls 
relative  to  her,  which  I have  collected  at 
various  times,  here,  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  empire.  They  will  ferve  at  leail  to 
give  feme  general  information  on  which 
to  form  an  opinion  refpe6ting  that  unfor- 
tunate  Princefs. 

Her  father,  George  William,  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  Lunenliurgh''  and  Zell,  was  an 
^Ider  brother  of  Erneft  Auguftus,  Duke  of 

Hanover 
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Hanover,  who  married  Sophia,  yoiingefl 
daughter  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia. 
George  William  was  one  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guillied  Princes  of  his  time,  and  not  lefs  known 
by  his  talents  for  war,  than  by  his  political 
abilities  in  peace.  He  checked  the  career  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth's  arms,  at  a moment 
when  they  were  every  where  vi6lorious,  by 
defeating  Marlhal  Crequi  at  Confarbruck, 
in  1675,  and  by  taking  him  prifoner  after- 
w'ards  in  the  city  of  Treves.  In  the  decline 
of  life,  his  profound  judgment,  added  to  his 
zealous  prote6lion  of  the  Protedant  Religion, 
rendered  him  the  oracle  of  all  the  adherents  to 
that  faith,  and  the  declared  enemy  of  France. 
It  was  to  the  Duke  of  Zell,  that  William, 
Prince  of  Orange,  ufually  had  recourfe  for 
advice,  in  great  or  delicate  emergencies ; and 
before  he  ventured  to  embark  for  Falkland 
in  1688,  on  the  expedition  againll  James 
the  Second,  he  confulted  George  William  in 
perfon.  A range  of  rooms  in  the  Caltle  of 
Zell,  is  dill  called  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
apartments,  from  having  been  frequently 

inhabited 
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inliablted  by  him,  and  appropriated  to  his 
ufe.  Even  in  the  aft  of  fucceffion,  which 
called  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  to  the  Britifh 
throne,  William  was  unqueftionably  ac- 
tuated in  part  by  friendlhip  for  the  Duke 
of  Zell ; whofe  defcendants,  immediate  and 
collateral,  were  thereby  eventually  raifed 
from  German  Princes  of  the  fecond  order, 
to  the  rank  of  Kind's. 

O 

George  William,  after  having  palled  the 
meridian  of  life  in  celibacy,  became  at 
the  age  of  forty  deeply  enamoured  with 
Eleanor  Defmier,  a young  lady  whom  he 
faw  by  accident  at  Breda  in  Holland.  Her 
father,  Alexander  Defmier,  was  a French 
gentleman,  of  ancient  and  honourable  de- 
fcent.  Lord  of  Olbreufe  in  the  province,  of 
Poitou.  Being  a Hugonot,  he  had  quitted 
his  native  country  on  account  of  the  perfe- 
cution  to  which  he  was  liable  for  his  reli- 
gious opinions.  If  we  may  believe  tradi- 
tion, Mademoifelle  d’Olbreufe  w'as  not  fo 
dazzled  with  the  conquell  which  her 
charms  had  ejfl'efted,  as  to  forget  the  dif- 

proportion 
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proportion  of  rank  and  birth  between  hei* 
and  her  lover.  She  did  not  yield  to  his 
addrefles,  till  convinced  by  time  of  the 
lincerity,  as  well  as  the  warmth  of  his  af*- 
fe6lion.  In  the  marriage  contra6l,  die  was 
qualified  “ Countefs  of  Harburg it  not 
being  in  the  Duke  of  Zell  s pow  er,  accord-» 
ing  to  the  forms  of  the  German  jurifpru- 
dence,  to  elevate  her  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Princefs  of  the  Empire,  though  he  could 
make  her  his  legitimate  wife.  But,  at  his 
folicitat'ion  fome  years  afterwards,  tlie  Em- 
peror Leopold  raifed  her  to  that  eminence, 
and  die  was  then  univerfally  recognized  as 
Duchefs  of  Brunfwick-Zell. 

Sophia  Dorothea,  the  only  iffue  of 
George  William  by  Mademoifelle  d’Ol- 
breufe,  was  born  in  1666,  and  at  an  early 
age  was  promifed  in  marriage  to  Auguftus 
Frederic,  fon  of  Antliony  Ulric,  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  Wolfenbiittel.  But,  this  young 
Prince,  who  excited  great  expe6lations,  w^as 
cut  off  when  only  nineteen,  having  died 
in  confequence  of  the  wounds  which  he 

received 
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received  at  the  fiege  of  Philipsburg  in  1676* 
Erneft  Augidtus,  Duke  of  Hanover,  who  was 
prefumptive  heir  to  his  brother  George  Wil- 
liam in  the  Duchy  of  Zell,  as  being  a mafcu- 
line  fief,  was  likewife  naturally  delirous  of  fc- 
curing  the  allodial  or  perfonal  inheritance  of 
the  elder  branch  of  his  family.  He  demanded 

V 

therefore,  the  Princefs  Sophia  Dorothea  in 
marriage  for  his  eldeft  fon  George  Louis, 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Hanover.  The  Duke 
of  Zell  confented  to  the  projiofal ; but,  it  is 
iiniverfally  aflertcd  that  neither  the  Duchefs 
his  wife,  nor  the  young  Princefs  herfelf, 
fubmitted  to  it  without  great  relu6iancc 
and  conliderable  oppofition.  The  nuptials 
were  neverthelefs  folemnized  in  November 
1682.  In  the  following  year  Ihe  brought 
into  the  world  a fon,  who  was  afterwards 
King  George  the  Second.  His  birth  w^as 
followed  by  a daughter,  who  by  her  mar- 
riage with  Frederick  William  the  Fii*ft,  be- 
came Queen  of  Pruffia. 

But,  the  union  of  the  Princefs  of  Zell 
wiiii  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hanover, 

though 
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though  productive  of  iflue,  was  by  no  mean.^ 
happy.  It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  whether 
their  infelicity  refulted  from  natural  incoin- 
patibility  of  chara6ter;  whether  it' was  priii- 
, cipally  produced  by  negle6l  on  his  part ; or 
whether  it  arofe  from  her  heart  being  pre- 
occupied by  a paffion  for  another  perfon. 
The  Court  of  Hanover  was  at  that  period 
one  of  the  molt  fplendid,  gallant,  and  poliih- 
ed,  of  any  in  the  German  Empire,  or  in  the 
North  of  Europe.  Erneft  Augullus  himfelf 
avowedly  maintained  a commerce  of  gal- 
lantry with  the  Countefs  of  Platen;  a woman 
%/ 

of  beauty  and  accomplilhments,  whofe  in- 
iluence  over  liim  w'as  in  many  refpe6ls 
ahnoll  without  bounds.  His  fon,  the  Here- 
ditary Prince,  imitated  the  example  fet  him  ; 
though  he  preferved  for  his  wife,  and  mani- 
fefted  towards  her,  fentiments  of  pcrfonal 
rcfpe6t  and  confideration.  She  feems  on  her 
part  to  have  been  a high-fpirited  woman,  of 
Ilrong  paffions,  capable  ofthe  moft  violent  refo- 
lutions;  and  not  fulHciently  circumfpe6Hnher 
coudud,  whatevennight  be  the  purity  of  her 

intentions. 
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intentions,  in  a fituation  where  calumny 
might  fo  eafily  find  liibjecl  for  attack. 

Among  the  ftrangers  of  difl;in6tion  M'ho 
vifited  the  Court  of  Hanover,  was  Count 
Konigfmark,  a'  man  whofe  crimes,  adven-^ 
tures,  and  tragical  end,  have  rendered  him 
too  much  known.  He  was  by  birth  a 
Saxon,'  though  his'  family  was  originally 
from  Sweden.  Handfome'  in  his  perfon, 
captivating  in  his  manners  and  addrefsj  he 
was  formed  to  fucceed  with  women.  He 
had  been  early  known  by,  and  peculiarly 
acceptable  to,  the  Princefs  of  Hanover, 
before  her  marriage,  when  flie  refided  at 
Zell'  in  her  'fathers  palace.  It  is  even 
pretended,*  that  fiie  had  retained  a deep  im- 
prefiion  of  this  partiality  for  the  Count, 
which  naturally  revived  on  feeing  him 
again.  Konigfmark,  whatever  perfonal  or 
external  graces  he  pofifefied,  was'  unquef- 
tionably  a diflTolute,  unprincipled,  enter- 
prizing -man  of  pleafure,  capable  of  the 
greateft  crimes  in  the  purfuit  or  attainment 
of  his  views.  He  Irad  travelled  over' Europe, 
• voir.  I.  C had 
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liad  feen  fervice  in  various  countries,  ancl 
diftinguiflied  liimfelf  by  his  gallantry, 
magnificence,  and  courage.  In  Spain,  where 
lie  had  difplayed  his  addrefs  on  public  occa- 
fions,  he  was  honoured  by  as, public  teftimo- 

nies  of  attachment,  on  the  part  of  the  ladies 

• 

of  the  Court  of  Madrid.  When  in  England, 
under  the  reign  ’ of  Charles  the  Second, 
he  narrowly  efcaped  an  ignominious  exe- 
cution, for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Thynne,  in 
1682.  His  accomplices,  for  it  is  imppffible 
to  doubt  that  he  employed  or  fuborned. 
them,  though  the  fa6l  could  not  be  judi- 
cially brought  home  to  him ; were  all  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn,  for  that  atrocious  a6l. 
He  himfelf  was  referved  for  a deftiny 
hardly  lefs  unfortunate,  a few  years  later; 
and  his  name  is  now  infeparably  conne6led 
with  the  Princefs  of  Hanover,  Sophia . 
Dorothea. 

The  Prince  her  hufband,  who  fcrved 
during  more  than  one  campaign,  in  the 
Imperial  army  againft  the  Turks,  was  fre- 
quently abfent  from  her;  a circumflance 
20  which 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  ‘19 

’Mrhich  naturally  facilitated  Konigfmark^s 
accefs  to  the  Princefs. , It  is  unqueftionable 
that  (lie  entertained  for  him  fentiments  of , 
the  mod  partial  nature,  and  that  Ihe  in- 
dulged them  in  a manner,  which,  if  not 
criminal,  was  at  lead  imprudent.  She  w'as 
accudomed,  two  or  three  times  in  a week, 
to  feign  an  indifpodtion,  under  which  pre- 
tence die  retired  to  her  apartment.  Ko- 
nigfmark  w^as  then  admitted;  they  dipped 
together,  and.ufually  remained  at  table,  or 
in  converfation,  till  two  or  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  When  he  retired,  he, de- 
fended by  a little  private  daircafe,  near 
the  great  gate  of  the  Ducal  Palace,  which 
condu6led  him  into  the  town. 

Interviews  of  fuch  a nature,  at  fuch 
hours,  and  in  the  Princefs’s  own  apart- 
ments, imply  great,  and  one  may  add, 
improper  intimacy;  particularly,  if  Konigf- 
mark's  profligate  charaaer  be  recolleaed. 
If  is  even  difficult  at  fird  fight,  not  to  con- 
nea  with  them  the  idea  of  a criminal  con- 
ne6lion.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there 

c 2 is 
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is  neither  any  proof  that  they  were  fo  la 
efTe6l,  nor  was  any  fuch  proof  ever  at- 
tempted to  be’  made  out’  againft  her,  though 
her  enemies  were  deeply  interefted  to  eltu- 
blifli  the  fa6l,  if  it  had  been  pofTible.  In 
addition  to  this  negative  prefumption  in  her 
favour,  it  is  pofitively  averted  that,  during 
the  time  when  Konigfmark  was  with  her, 
they  never  remained  alone  together;  one 
or  more  of  her  ladies  of  honour,  and  thofe 
of  the  moil  unimpeached  chara6ters,  being 
always  prefent.  The  very  imprudence  of 
admitting  him  to  fuch  interv  iews,  feems  to 
prove  that  they  were  innocent,  11  nee  it 
was  impoffible  that  they  could  be  altogether 

! r 

concealed  or  unknown. 

Unfortunately,  Konigfmark's  perfon  and 
accompliflmieiits  had  made  an  impreflion 
not  only  on  the  Prlncefs,  but  on  Madame 
de  Platen,  millrefs.  of  Erneft  Augultus. 
Whether,  as  is  pretended,  he  had  divulged 
the  favours  which  Ihe  conferred  on  him  ; 
of  whether  he  had  returned  her*  partiality 
with  indifference  and  contempt,  as  other 

perfons 
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pcrfons  aflure,  it  is  certain  that  ihe  deeply 
refented  his  behaviour.  Irritated  at  his 
preference  for  the  Priucefs  Sophia  Dorothea, 
of  which  die  was  well  apprized,  and  having 
fet  fpies  to  watch  his  motions,  Ihe  foon 
difcovered  his  fecret  interviews  with  her 
rival,  of  which  llie  gave  information  to  the 
-Duke,  of  Hanover.  It  was  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  he  would  not  tolerate  them;  and 
the  Count  foon  afterwards  received  an  in- 
direH,  but  peremptory  intimation,  that  his 
longer  ftay  at  Hanover  would  be  dif- 
plealing.  As  he  delayed  compliance  with 
the  injun6lion  on  various  pretences,  it 
was  reiterated.  He  therefore  made  public 
preparations  for  his  departure,  fixed  the 
day  and  hour,  ordered  his  poft-horfes,  and 
having  commanded  his  fervants  to  expe6l 
him  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he 
went  privately  to  the  Ducal  Palace.  ' The 

I 

Princefs,  under  pretence  of  indifpofition, 
admitted  him  as  before  to  her  apartment, 
where  a fupper  was  ferved,  and  they  re- 

c 3 niained 
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mained  for  fome  hours  together ; always 
however  ia  company  with  one  or  more  of 
her  ladies. 

\ 

No  fooner  was  the  Countefs  of  Platen 
apprized  that  Konigfmark  was  in  the 
Princefs's  chamber,  than  flie  inllantly  car- 
ried the  intelligence  to  the  Duke,  and  re- 
prefen  ted  to  him  the  infolence  of  a man  thus 
braving,  if  not  dilhonouring  him  in  his 
own  palace.  Profiting  of  his  indignation, 
file  induced  him  to  give  dire6lions  for 
punifiiing  the  Count’s  temerity,  by  an  a6l 
of  immediate  violence.  It  is  doubtlefs  to 
be  lamented,  that  Erneft  Auguftus  fliould 
have  fan6lioned  or  authorifed  an  aflaffi- 
nation;  for  fuch  it  muft  be  deemed:  but, 
It  fliould  likewife  be  remembered  that  he 
was  a Sovereign  Prince,  and  the  provoca^ 
tion  was  great,  if  he  really  believed  Konigf- 
mark’s  vifits  to  his  daughter-in-law  to  have 
been  of  a criminal  nature.  No  appeal 
could  be  made  to  his  fon,  who  was  abfent 
in  Hungary,  and  the  Count  was  on  the 

point; 
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point  of  leaving  Hanover.  How  far  tliefe 
confiderations  may  feem  to  palliate  the  acl^ 
I leave  mankind  to  determine. 

A very  general  idea  prevails  throughout 
Germany,  and  has  been  circulated  in  various 
publications,  that  Ernelt  Auguftus  having 
caufed  four  of  his  guards  to  put  on  malks,* 
they  by  his  order'attacked  Konigfmark,  as 
he  came  out  of  the  Princefs's  apartinent,^ 
and  killed  him  on  the  fpot.  I law  this 
very  morning,  the  place  in  the  Ele6loral 
Palace,  where  tradition  fays  the  Count 
fell.  It  'is  a palfage  almoll  deftitute  of 
light,  not  above  nine  or  ten  paces  in  length. 
A door  at  one  extremity  opens  into  a 
large  handfome  apartment,  the  firit  of  the 
range  formerly  occupied  by  the  Princefs  of 
Hanover,  and  out  of  which  Konigfmark 
palled,  when  he  quitted  her  on  the  night  that 
he  perilhed.  At  the  other  end  is  a fecond 
door,  near  the  ftaircafe,  by  which  he  was  to 
have  left  the  Palace.  That  this  was  the  feene 
of  his  feizure,  there  is  no  doubt ; but,  the 
means  ufed  to  put  him  out  of  life  were  more 

c 4 fecret. 
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fecret,  though  not  lefs  effe6tual,  than  open 
attack.  I fhall  relate  them  from  good  au- 
thority. 

Orders  were  ilTued  on  the  part  of  the  Duke 
of  Hanover,  to  the  foldier  who  mounted  guard 
at  the  Palace  gate,  to  flop  Konigfmark,  as  he 
defcended  the  private  ftaircafe  beforemen- 
tioued ; to  force  him  to  follow  by  menaceji 
of  immediate  death ; and  then  to  fliut  him 
into  a fubterranean  vault  or  cellar,  which  was 
exprefsly  indicated.  The  foldier  punctually 
executed  the  commiffion,  but  without  know- 
ing or  fufpe6ting  the  confequence.  It  is  af- 
ferted  that  the  Count  neither  made,  nor  even 
attempted  rehltauce;  a fact  which  would  feeni 
to  prove  either  a defect  of  courage,  or  a want 
of  any  means  of  defence;  unlefs  we  fuppofe 
that,  confiding  in  his  innocence,  he  took  no 
precaution  for  his  fecurity,  and  was  unfuf- 
picious  of  an  intention  to  interrupt  his  paflago 
out  of  the  Palace.  The  vault  into  which  the 
unfortunate  Konigfmark  was  thus  forced, 
could  at  pleafure  be  filled  with  water,  by 
means  of  a pipe.  It  was  in  fa6t  a refervoir, 

and 
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and  no  fooner  was  he  llmt  up  in  it,  than  they, 
immediately  admitted  the  water,  and  drown-, 
ed  him.  His  body  on  the  enfning  morning 
was  put  into  a heated  oven,  and  the  mouth, 
of  it  bricked  up,  as  the  mofi:  eheciual  means 
of  for  ever  concealing  the  whole  tranfa6lion. 

But,  though,  the  precife  nature  of  the 
means  ufed  to  effe6l  Konigfmark's  death 
might  not  be  immediately  divulged;  hia 
hidden  difappearance,  and  tlie  anxious  in-- 
quiries  of  his  lervants,  who  after  vainly  feek-. 
ing  him  through  the  city  of  Hanover,  repair-, 
ed  to  the  Ducal  Palace,  in  order  to  obtain 
intelligence  of  his  fate,  foon  betrayed  the 
fecret.  It  was  fpeedily  conveyed  to  the 
Princefs,  who  well-knowing  the  implacable 
enmity  which  Madame  de  Platen  bore 
him,  made  no  doubt  that  the  Count  had 
fallen  a vl6lim  to  her  vengeance.  But  far 
from  fubmitting  tamely  to  the  power  of 
Erneft  Auguftus,  or  even  confulting  her 
own  perfonal  interefts,  die  abandoned  herfelf 
to  the  molt  immoderate  tranfports  of  refeiit- 
mentand  indignation.  Nei ther. the. audio- 

tity. 
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rity,  tile  prefence,  nor  the  menaces  of  tlie 
Elector,  could  fubdue-  her  unconquerable 
fpirit.  She  treated  him  as  a monfter  and 
an  allaflin,  declared  that  llie  ivould  no  longer 
remain  among  barbarians  and  murderers, 
and  even  appeared  ready  to  make  fome  at- 
tempt on  her  own  life,  in  the  violence  of  her 
defpair.  After  fo  public  and  fo  fcandaloiis  a 
fcene,  it  became  impoffible  either  to  conceal, 
or  to  pafs  over  the  tranfaclion  in  filence. 
Erneft  Auii'uftus  ordered  the  Princefs  there- 
fore,  to  be  condu6lcd  to  the  Palace  or  Caftle 
of  Ahlden,  fome  leagues  diftant  from  Hanover, 
where  Ihe-was  ever  after  retained  in  a fort  of 
honorary  confinement.  Two  ladies  and  a 
chamberlain  were  named  to  attend  on  her, 
and  to  compofe  her  houfehold.  This  extra- 
ordinary event  took  place  in  1686,  at  a time 
w henKonigfmark  was  about  thirty-one  years 
old,  and  when  Sophia  Dorothea  could  not 
have  accomplilhed  her  twentj-firft  year. 
How  fill*  the  Duke  of  Zell  her  father  ap- 
proved or  condemned  the  condu6t  of  Ernefl 
Aiiguftus  his  brother,  does  not  appear;  nor. 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  , 27 

. if  it  were  known,  could  we  form  any  ground 
on  which  to  infer  with  certainty  his  daughter’s 
innocence  or  criminality.  That  her  hulband, 
the  Prince  of  Hanover,  was  in  no  manner  ac- 
quainted with,  or  privy  to  the  death  of 
.Konigfrnark,  is  clear  to  demonflration;  fince 
it  was  a fudden  a6l  of  refentment,  committed 
during  the  time  that  he  was  abfent  in  Hun- 
gary. He  even  fubmitted,  it  is  certain,  with 
confiderable  reluHance  to  the  Duke  his  fa- 

» • 

V 

other’s  delire,  that  he  Ihould  for  ever  renounce 
^thePrincefs;  ErneftAuguftus  exa61ed  of  liim 
that  mark  of  filial  obedience,  if  not  of  ap- 
probation. In  December  1694,  a fentence 
of  fe par  at  ion  was  pronounced  between  the 
Prince  and  Princefs.  But  no  divorce,  in  the 
mod;  extenlive  fenfe  of  the  term,  as  totally 
diflblving  the  marriage  between  them,  and 
enabling  each  party  to  marry  again,  ever 
took  place.  Sophia  Dorothea  continued  to 
refide  at  Ahlden,  till  the  death  of  her  father- 
in-law,  the  Duke  of  Hanover,  which  happened 
in  1698;  and  from  the  time  of  her  being  firlt 
transferred  thither,  to  the  end  of  her  life,  llie 


w'as 
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M'as  commonly  known  under  the  name  of 
“ Princefs  of  Ahklen/^ 

After  tlie  deceafe  of  Erneft  Aiiguilus, 
George,  then  become  Ele6lor  of  Hanover, 
made  propoiltions  to  the  j^rincefs,  for  an 
oblivion  of  paft  ariimollties,  and  for  a re* 
conciiiatioo.  It  is  didiciilt  to  fav  v/hether 


a conviction  of  her  innocence,  a fentiinent 
of  afteftion,  or  motives  of  intereft  and 
policy,  were  molt  prevalent  in  this  propo- 
fal.  But,  it  is  certain  that  Ihe  rejected  the 
oflers,  and  replied,  that  “ nothing  could  in- 
diice  her  to  live  in  a family  of  ailallins/^ 
A faCt,  much  more  incredible,  but  which 
rolls  upon  the  flrongelt  evidence,  is  that 
after  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  when  the 


Elector  was  called  to  the  throne  of  Gre.it 


Britain,  he  renewed  his  propofals  to  her  for 
the  fame  purpofe.  A deputation,  compofed 
of  Enirlifii  Peers  and  Gentlemen,  by  the  nev; 

O ♦ 

King’s  defire,  waited  on  Sophia  Dorothea 
at  Ahlden,  and  acquainted  her  that  they 
w ilhed  to  be  permitted  to  approueh  her  as 

their  Qac<'U.  They  rciirefcnted  to  her  the 

• ^ 

injurious 
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injurious  conlequences  which  her  feparii- 
tion,  and  her  hate  of  mifintelligence  wilii 
the  King  her  liulband  might  produce, 

f * 

peculiarly  to  her  fon.  And  they  reminxh 
ed  her  that,  for  {lighter  caufes,  the  birth 
of  James  the  Second's  fon  had  been  called 
in  queftion.  Far  from  yielding  to  thef^ 
arguments,  or  being  dazzled  by  the  prof- 
pe6.t  of  a croy  n,  Ihe  peremptorily  rejected 
the  overture : “ If,”  faid  ihe,  “ 1 am  guilty 
“ of  the  crime  imputed  to  me,  I am  un- 
**  worthy  to.  be  your  Queen.  If  I am 
innocent,  the  Kin^j;'  is  unworthy  to  be 
‘‘  my  liulband.”  A woman  capable  of 
fuch  a renunciation,  muft  either  have  been 
animated  with  implacable  refeiitment  for 

A.  X ^ * » * *• 

the  aflaffination  of  Konigfmark,  or  muft 
have  been  confcious  of  her  own  innocence, 
and  of  the  malignity  of  her  perfecutors. 
Of  the  fa(5l  itfelf  I have  feen  and  heard 

•*i  >.  ,.v  * 

fuch  proofs,  as  it  feems  impoflible  to  call  in 
doubt. 

! ' A ^ 

Sophia^  Dorothea,  during  her  . confine- 
ment at  Ahlden,  ^as  treated  with  every 

mark 
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mark  of  refpe6b  due  to  her  rank.  The  two 
ladies  of  her  houfehold,  the  chamberlain, 
and  the  officer  who  commanded  the  guard, 
conftantly  dined  at  her  table.  She  was  al- 
lowed to  go  in  her  coach,  to  the  diftance  of 
a league  from  the  Caftle.  Perfons  of  in- 
ferior condition,  workmen,  and  tradefmen, 
had  free  accefs ; but  no  man  or  woman 
of  confideration  was  allowed  to  approach  or 
fpeak  to  her.  After  Erneft  Auguilus’s^ 
death,  who  was  her  declared  enemy,  flie 
might  have  obtained,  if  not  her  liberty,  at 
lead;  an  alleviation  of  the  reftraint  and  pri- 
vations impofed  on  her.  But  Ihe  difdained 
to  make  any  application  for  the  purpofe. 
By  the  concurring  teflimony  of  all  perfons, 
die  bore  her  misfortunes  with  dignity  and 
equanimity ; never  vented  herfelf  in  re- 
proaches againft  thofe  who  had  injured  or 
opprefied  her ; and  preferved  the  cheerful-' 
nefs  of  a mind  ferene  and  innocent,  in  the 
midft  of  her  hard  condition.  Even  her 
beauty  remained  in  a great  degree  unim- 
paired, to  a late  period  of  her  life. 

Blondel, 
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Blohdel,  who  was  the  French  'iVIiniftei* 
at  the  Court  of  Hanover,  from  1715 
1726,  a period  M'hen  flie.  was  Itill- living, 
and  who  had  every  opportunity  of  inform- 
i;ig  liimlelf  of  the  particulars  of  her  hiftory, 
confirms  all  the  principal  fa6ts  wdiich  I have 
enumerated  refpeHing  her.  In  a very 
cuiious  ■ account  w hich  he  drew’  up  of  the 
whole  tranfa6tion,he  declares  that  he  derived 
liis  information  relative  to  Sophia  Dorothea,  ‘ 
from  the  mouth  of  the  fecond  Countefs  of 
Platen,  miftrefs  to  George  the  Firft.  Blondel 
protefts  likewife,  that  he  had  himfelf  feeh  the 
very  foldier  of  Ernelt  Auguftiis’s  guards,  who 
lliut  Konigfmark  into  the  refervoir ; and  wlio. 
ahured  Blondel,  that  he  fliould  never  forgive 
himfelf  Ibr  having  had  any  fhare  in  fo  abo-. 
minable  an  aft.  “ Such,'"  adds  he,  “ was  the 
“ uniform  gaiety  and  ferenityof  the  Princefs's 
‘‘  temper  during  her  refidence  at  Ahlden, 

“ as  to  imprefs  univerfally  with  a convic- 
‘‘  tion  of  her  pofleffing  a quiet  confcience. 

“ Thofe  who  faw  her,  if  they  judged  from' 
appearances,  w'ould  even  have  fuppofed 

“ that 
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tiiat  (lie  was  not  difcontented  with  her 
fituation  and  fortune/* 

In  1705,  her  father  George  William 
Duke  of  Zell  died,  at  above  eighty  years 
of  age>  and  flie  then  fucceeded  to  all  the 
perfonal  property,  which  was  very  ampler 
It  was  commonly  afferted  and  l)elieved> 
that  hie  contrived  to  remit  large  fums'  ai> 
nually,  arilihg  from  her  feparate  income,  to 
her  foil,  George  the  Eleftoral  Prince.  When 
he  afterwards  became,  by  his  father's  eleva-^ 
tion  to  the  Britilh  Throne^  Prince  of  Wales> 
Sophia  Dorothea  continued  to  fupply  him 
liberally  with  money  from  her  own  purfe. 
She  maintained  with  him  a regular  inter* 
courfe  by  letters,  and  exprelTed  towards  him 
the  warmed  fentiments  of  affe6tion.  It  is 
probable  that  fuch  proofs  of  it,  however  na- 
tural and  meritorious,  did  not  tend  to  heal 
the  breach' between  her  and  her  hulband/ 
She  remained  till  the  period  of  her  death,* 
confined  atAhlden;  nor  did  George  the  Firft, 
who  furvived  her  about  eight  months,  wear  ‘ 
mourning  for  her  as  his  w ife,butashiscoufin;' 

though 
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though  he  permitted  his  fon  and  the  other 
branches  of  the  Royal  Family,  to  mourn  as 
for  their  mother  and  grandmother. 

When  we  confider  the  principal  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  princefs  Sophia  Doro- 
thea's hiftory,  we  can  fcarcely  form  other 
than  one  opinion  refpe6ting  her.  She  was 
doubtlefs  highly  imprudent,  and  therefore 
in  fome  meafure  culpable ; but  it  feems 
impoffible  not  to  acquit  her  of  crime.  Even 
if  all  the  fu6ts  which  I have  enumerated, 
do  not  imprefs  the  conviftion,  there  ftill 
remain  others  hardly  lefs  forcible,  draw 
either  from  the  internal  evidence  of  the  ftorv^ 
or  refting  on  the  ftrongeft  teftimony.  She 
herfelf,  during  the  long  term  of  her  deten- 
tion at  Ahlden,  conftantly  and  invariably 
perfifted  in  aflTerting  her  innocence.  As 
often  as  flie  received  the  facrament,  which 
was  frequently,  fhe  repeated  the  proteftation ; 
and  fhe  confirmed  it  when  near  her  end. 
She  is  faid  to  have  admitted  that  her  heart 
was  not  indifferent  to  Konio;fmark,  but  Ihe 
maintained  that  her  honour  was  unfullied. 

D The 
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The  lady  who  was  in  attendance  about  lieT 
perfon,  on  the  fatal  night  when  Konigf. 
mark  perifhed,  and  who  let  him  out  of  the 
Trincefs’s  apartment,  confirmed  the  fame 
Hlfurance.  As  an  accomplice  or  partici^ 
patrefs  in  her  miflrefs’s  fuppofed  guilt, 
this  lady  was  imprifoned  by  order  of  Ernelt 
Auguftiis  : but  ihe  protelled  that  neither  at 
the  lall  interview  of  the  Count  with  Sophia 
Dorothea,  nor  at  any  of  their  preceding 
ones,  had  they  ever  been  left  alone  for  an 
irifiant  together. 

It  is  very  commonly  alferted  here  at 
Hanover,  that  Madam  de  Platen  was  pur- 
rued  by  remorfe  during  her  whole  life, 
for  having  inftigated  Erneft  Auguilus  to 
take  vengeance  on  Konigfinark : and  they 
add,  that  during  her  lalt  illnefs  flie  imagined 
continually  that  Ihe  beheld  his  fpe6tre  near 
her  bedfide.  But,  if  George  the  Firit  had  • 
really  believed  liis  wife  guilty,  in  the  full 
extent  of  the  term,  would  he  ever  harv'e 
condelcended  folemnly  to  propofe  a recon- 
eilitaion"  to  her?  The  very  circumflanccs 
‘ i8  of 
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■of  Koiiigfinurk's  end,  rather  mark  a fuddeil 
. tranfport  of  indignation,  or  a fally  of  anger, 
than  the  fpirit  of  fober  punifliment.  It  has 
left  a (lain  on  the  memory  of  a Prince,  other- 
wife  highly  amiable  in  his  chara6ler ; and 
whatever  may  be  faid  in  its  extenuation, 
the  a6l  can  no  more  be  jultified,  than  the 
murder  of  Monaldefchi  by  Ciiriltina,  in 
the  gallery  at  Fontainbleau. 

Before  I quit  the  fu])je6f,  let  me  add 
a few'  words  relative  to  the  death  of  George 
the  Firlt  himfelf ; an  event  which  happened 
only  feven  or  eight  months  after  that  of  his 
wife.  It  is  generally  allerted,  and  all  our 
hiftorians  inform  us,  that  His  Majefty  ex-^ 
pired  at  Oliiabrugh,  on  his  way  to  Hano- 
ver. I have  been  more  than  once  in  the 
apartment  of  the  Epifcopal  Palace  at  the 
former  city,  where  they  pretend  he  breathed 
his  lad.  But  the  fa6l  w'as  neverthelefs,  I 
apprehend,  otherwife.  I will  relate  the 
particulars  of  his  laft  illnefs,  as  I received 
them  fome  time  fince,  from  an  ancient  do- 
meltic,  who  attended  him  on  his  journey,' 
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and  which  I conhder  as  particularly  authen- 
tici  His  ow  n words  wdll  convey  the  molt 
accurate  idea  of  the  fa6t:  “ On  the  20th  of 
■“  June  1727,  in  the  evening/"  faid  he,  “ his 
“ 'Majefty  arrived  at  Delden,  a little  town 
near  the  frontiers  of  Germany,  but  belong- 
“ ing  to  the  Republic  of  Holland.  At  that 
“ time  he  appeared  to  be  in  perfe6l  health. 
“ He  was  entertained  at  the  feat  of  a No- 
“ bleman,  about  twenty  miles  from  thence ; 
“ and  after  fupper  he  eat  of  fome  melons, 
‘‘  which  doubtlefs  caufed  the  indigeltion 
“ that  proved  fatal  to  him.  He  returned 
“ to  Delden  the  lame  night,  where  the 
“ Duchefs  of  Kendal  expeHed  him  ; for  Ihe 
“ accompanied,  or  rather  followed  him,  as 
“ ilie-  travelled  w ith  polt-horfes  ; w hile  the 
“ King,  by  means  of  relays  placed  on  the 
road,  was  enabled  to  proceed  with  more 
e.xpedilion.  Having  taken  fome  hours 
“ repofe  in  the  inn,  he  continued  his  journey 
for  Hanover  very  early  on  the  enfuino; 
*■'  morning,  the  Duchefs  of  Kendal  remain- 
ihg  behind  at  Delden.  Previous  to  his 

“ fetting 
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fetting  out,  he  dr^iik  half  a cup  of  choco- 
late, and  foon  afterwards  found  himfelt 
indifpofed.  When  he  arrived  at  Bentheim, 
a town  about  twenty  miles  from  Delden,  he 
was  already  ferioiifly  ill  ; but  his  anxiety 
and  impatience  to  pulh  forward  to  Ofna- 
brugh,  prevented  his  having  recourfe  ta 
medical  afliftance.  An  emetic,  had  it 
been  adminiftered  at  that  time,  might,  it 
is  probable,  have  faved  him. 

“-At  Rheine,  the  next  Itage,  which  is 
fituate  in  the  dominions  of  the  Bifhop  of' 
Munfter,  his  Majefty  continuing  very 
unwell,  the  perfons . who  accompanied 
him,  entreated  him  to  ftop  and  to  call  in 
help;  but  as  he  peremptorily  refufed,  they 
proceeded.  He  grew  perceptibly  worfe 
every  minute,  and  before  he  got  to  Ippen- 
buren,  a little  town  of  Weltphalia  belong-' 
ing  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  the  King  was 
become  lethargic.  One  of  his  arms  funk 
down,  and  all  the  endeavours  made  to 
revive  the  limb,  by  chafing  and  rubbing 
it,  proved  inefte6fual.  The  moft  ferions 
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“ alanifis  began  to  be  entertained  by  the 
“ perfons  who  attended  him  ; but  he  per- 
“ filled  in  his  wilh  to  proceed  without 
“ delay.  At  Ippenburen,  they  held  a fort 
“ of  confultation  on  the  meafures  proper 
“ to  be  adopted ; and  a meflenger  was 
“ difpatched  to  acquaint  the  Duchefs  of 
“ Kendal  with  his  Majelty’s  illnefs.  He 
“ met  her  about  two  miles  beyond  Rheine, 
and  on  receiving  this  information,  die 
made  all  hade  to  come  up  with  the 
King. 

“ No  remonllrances  or  expoftulations 
could  prevail  on  him  to  ftop  at  Ippen- 
buren.  He  had  only  eighteen  miles 
“ from  thence  to  his  brother’s  Palace  at 
“ Ofnabrugh,  where  he  knew  that  every 
“ accommodation  and  aid  could  be  pro- 
“ cured.  His  tongue  began  to  fwell, 
“ his  fenfes  to  fail,  and  his  articulatio!i 
“ to  become  indiltinfl.  But,  as  long 
‘‘  as  he  could  make  himfelf  underdood, 
“ he  continued  to  repeat,  ‘ Ofnabrugh  ! 

Ofna- 
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Ofmibrugh  !'  They  tlierefore  liurried 

“ on,  in  hopes  of  reaching  that  city 
“ 'while  he  was  Itill  alive,  though  the  King 
M'as  fallen  totally  fenfelefs  into  the  arms 
of  one  of  his  attendants,  a gentleman 
“ named  Fabrice.  The  place  where  he 
“ expired,  is  difficult  to  afcertain  ; but  it  is 
believed  that  he  breathed  his  laft,  as  tlic 
“ carriage  mounted  the  high  hill  out  of 
“ Ippenburen.  The  body  was,  indeed, 

“ ftill  warm  when  they  arrived  at  Ofna- 
brugh,  where  his  veins  were  opened,  and 
“ every  method  was  vainly  ufed  to  recover 
“ him,  as  he  never  gave  any  lign  of  life 
“ or  perception,  after  leaving  Ippenburen. 

About  half-way  between  that  place  and 
“ Rheine,  a fecond  courier,  difpatched  from 
“ Ofnabrugh,  announced  to  the  Duchefs 
“ of  Kendal,  that  George  the  Firff  was  no 
“ more.  She  received  the  intelligence  with 
“ demonft rations  of  violent  grief,  tearing 
“ her  hair,  and  exclaiming  that  flie  was 
undone.  When  her  firif  emotions  had 
‘‘  fublided,  flie  difmilf'ed  the  ladies  who 
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“ accompanied  her;  and  not  venturing, 
“ or  not  choofmg,  to  proceed  to  Hanover 
at  fuch  a moment,  fhe  took  the  road  to 
Brunfwick,  where  Ihe  remained  for  three 
months  afterwards/' 

My  next  letter  will  be  from  Zell, 
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LETTER  II. 

Defcription  of  the  Cajile  of  Ahlden. — Hefledtions 
on  the  death  and  hifory  of  Sophia  Dorothea, 
Princefs  of  Zell  and  of  Hanover. -^Cajile  of 
Zell. — Account  of  the  Danijh  Revolution  in 
’^Particulars  of  the  arrefi  of  Caroline 
Matilda,  Queen  of  Denmark,  of  Struenfee, 
and  of  Brandt, — Removal  of  the  Queen  to 
Zell. — Her  laf  illnefs  and  death. — Detail  of 
thofe  events. — Rejletlions  on  her  charader 
and  misfortunes, 

Zell,  13,  1777. 

Prompted  by  curiofity  to  fee  the  Caltle 
in  which  Sophia  Dorothea,  the  wife  of 
George  the  Firft,  refided  during  fo  large  a 
portion  of  her  life,  I took  the  road  to  Ahlden 
on  leaving  Hanover.  It  lies  acrofs  an  un- 
frequented part  of  the  Ele6torate,  through 
a dreary  tra6l  of  country  ; and  the  diltaiice 
is  not  lefs  than  thirty  miles.  Ahlden 
has  no  title  to  the  appellation  of  a Caftle^ 
except  that  it  is  furrouuded  with  a double 

moat, 
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mottt,  iicrofs  which  are  thrown  draw'bridges. 
The  building  itfelf  is  compoled  only  of 
brick  and  wood,  refembling  rather  a large 
farm-houfe  than  a Ducal  feat,  and  de- 
fcribing  three  fides  of  a fquare  in  ligure, 
1 oblerved  on  one  pirt,  the  date  1579; 
and  over  the  principal  entrance  are  the 
arms  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwlck,  with  the 
year  1613  infcrlbed  beneath.  The  whole 
manfion  lias  an  air  of  antiquity  fpread  over 
it,  mixed  with  melancholy  fequeftration ; 

- and  the  rooms  are  neither  numerous  nor 
elegant,  though  fuperior  to  what  the  exter- 
nal appearance  feems  to  announce.  In  a 
large  fquare  apartment,  m hich  w as  formerly 
the  eating-room,  are  preferred  two  portraits ; 
o)ie  of  George  the  Firit  at  full  length,  in  his 
robes  of  Hate  ; the  other  of  Sophia  Dorothea 
lierfelf.  This  lalt  j)icfure  is  very  ill  exe- 
cuted ; but  it  refembles  all  the  other  por- 
traits of  her  which  I have  feen*  She  is 
rcprefented  in  a lort  of  fancy  drefs  em- 
broidered, and  her  hair  ornamented  with 
flowers.  The  lace  is  cltanning,  and  there 
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is  in  its  expreflion  a wildnefs  or  playful- 
nefs,  which  adds  to  its  effeft. 

Adjoining  to  the  above-mentioned  apart- 
ment, and  on  the  fame  floor,  are  three  rooms, 
one  within  the  other.  They  command  a 
tolerable  profpeft  to  the  North,  over  the 
meadows  in  front  of  the  houfe,  through 
which  runs  the  river  Aller,  at  the  dlflance 
of  three  hundred  paces.  In  the  innermoft 
chamber,  the  unfortunate  Princefs  of 
Hanover  expired  on  the  13th  of  November 
1726,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  -She  was 
then  fixty  years  and  nine  months  old,  of 
which  Ihe  had  pafled  near  forty  at  Ahlden. 
From  the  Gazette  of  that  year,  we  are  only 
informed  that  her  preceding  indifpolition 
was  lliort.  Many  ol  the  villagers  remem- 
ber her  ; and  they  confirm  the  fa6l  of 
George  the  Ele6loral  Prince  her  fon,  (af- 
tenvards  King  George  the  Second),  having', 
attempted  in  vain  to  obtain  accefs  to  her. 
Anxious  to  fee  his  mother,  he  Iwam  his 
horfe  acrofs  the  river  Aller,  and  unaccoiti- 
iniiiied  by  any  perfon,  reached  the  Caftle. 
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He  even  paired  the  outward  moat,  but  was 
flopped  at  the  drawbridge  of  the  inward 
moat,  by  the  Baron  de  Bulan,  under  whofe 
care  Sophia  w'as  placed.  He  drew  his 
iw'ord,  informed  the  Prince  that  he  had 
orders  to  refufe ' all  admittance  to  the 
Princefs,  and  compelled  him  to  retire 

without  accomplilhing  his  purpofe.  'Her 

» 

death,  wdiich  as  I have  already  laid,  pre- 
ceded thedeceafc  of  George  the  Firft  about 
eight  months,  unqueltionably  prevented 
her  fon  from  reftoring  her  to  the  honours 
of  which  Ihe  had  been  fo  long  deprived. 

. Very  late  the  fame  day  on  which  I vi- 
fited  Ahlden,  I arrived  at  this  citv,  w'here. 
every  objei^f  recalls  the  image  of  another 
Princefs,  fcarcely  lei's  unfortunate  than 
Sophia.  I mean,  as  you  will  ealily  ima- 
gine, her  defcendant,  the  late  Queen  of 
Denmark,  Caroline  Matilda.  It  is  curious 
iind  ati’eFting  to  contemplate  the  fimilarity 
of  their  hiltory.  13otli  were  precipitated 
in  the  prime  of  youth  from  their  elevation ; 
ajid  their  pretended  lovers  equally  fell  by 

thf 
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the  hand  of  the  aflaffm,  or  of  the  exe- 
cutioner. The  two  PrincefTcs  alike  ex- 
piated their  imputed  errors,  in  imprifon- 
ment  or  in  exile ; and  they  now  repofe  to- 
gether in  the  fame  vault,  where  their  remains 
are  depofited  lide  by  lidc.  Hitlory,  from 
Julia,  the  daughter  of  Augultus,  down 
to  the  prefent  hour,  is  little  more  than 
a repetition  of  the  fame  fuppofed  crimes, 
accLifations,  and  pimifliments.  It  is  only 
changing  the  name  of  Pandataria,  to  that 
of  Ahlden,  or  of  Zell.  Sempronlus 
Gracchus,  the  lover  of  Julia,  perilhed 
by  a violent  death,  like  Konigfmark  and 
Struenfee.  The  Semlramis  of  one  age,  is 
the  Catharine  of  another. 

This  place  is  no  loiiger  to  be  recognized 
for  the  fame  city  as  it  was  three  years  ago, 
when  it  exhibited  the  afpe6t  of  gaiety, 
amufement,  and  pleafure.  Now'  all  is  lilent 
and  defert.*  Not  a carriage  is  to  be  feen 
or  heard  in  the  ftreets ; grafs  already 
grow's  in  the  area  of  the  Caflle,  and  hardly 
u human  creature  is  to  be  found  within 
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its  walls.  I wandered  yefterday  for  a con- 
fiderable  time  through  the  chambers  and 
galleries,  without  being  able  to  meet  any 
perfon;  till  on  entering  one  of  the  rooms, 
1 difeovered  at  the  fartheft  extremity  a 
man,  whom  1 foon  recognized  to  be  Man- 
tel, the  late  Queen’s  faithful  valet-de- 
chambre.  He  conducted  me  over  the 
Caftle.  In  the  range  of  apartments  which 
%vas  occupied  by  the  Queen  Matilda,  every 
thing  remains  exa6tly^  as  it  was  left  in  May 
1775,  the  period  of  her  death.  Tlie  Caftle 
of  Zell,  which  is  ftill  a noble  edifice,  worthy 
the  relidcnce  of  a fovereign  Prince,  is 
a Gothic  fortrefs,  of  a fquare  figure,  fur- 
rounded  by  a deep  moat,  having  ramparts 
and  bafiions  for  its  defence.  In  the  center 

I 

is  a quadrangle,  and  the  whole  ftru6lure 
forcibly  reminds  the  beholder  of  thofe  an- 
tique deferted  caltles,  fo  frequentl}'^  deferibed 
in  romance.  Though  part  of  it  is  near  four 
lumdred  years  old,  and  tending  to  decay, 
yet  the  far  greater  portion,  which  was  rebuilt, 
or  at  lead  modernized  bv  George  William, 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Zell,  in  the  laft  century,  continues 
in  perfect  prefervation.  Ihe  apartments, 
inhabited  by  the  late  Queen  of  Denmark, 
may  almoft  be  tenned  magnificent ; but  in 
a few  years  they  will  probably  fink  into  a 
hate  of  neglecl  and  dilapidation. 

You  fequelt  me  to  relate  the  hiftory  of 
that  Princefs.  You  defire  to  know  the 
principal  circumhances  of  the  Daniih  re- 
volution ; the  manner  of  the  Queen’s  fub- 
fequent  life  at  Zell ; finally,  the  particulars 
of  her  lafl  illnefs,  death,  and  character. 
jMany  reafons  make  me  imwilllng  to  gratify 
your  curiolity.  The  revolution  of  Den-* 
mark  in  1772,  as  it  is  commonly  termed, 
was  not,  like  that  of  S\veden  in  the  fame 
year,  a political  or  conftitutional  revolu- 
tion, which  altered  the  form  of  the  go- 
vernment : it  was  only  a convulfion  of  the 
Court,  produced  by  the  indifcretion  of  a 
young  and  unexperienced  Queen,  facili- 
tated by  the  imbecility  of  a w'eak  and  cre- 
dulous King,  who  permitted  his  mother- 
in-law  and  brother  to  lieze  on  the  admi- 

niftralion. 
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niflration,  which  he  was  himfelf  incapable 
of  exerciling  in  perfon.  When  Guftavus 
the  Third  elTe6ted  the  revolution  at  Stock- 
liolm,  every  'circiimflance  was  tranfa6led 
in  open  day,  and  became  matter  of  no- 
toriety. But,  the  arreft  and  imprifonment 
of  the  Queen  Matilda,  of  Struenfee,  and  of 
Brandt,  were  performed  in  the  night ; and 
the  fcene  was  the  Royal  Palace  at  Copen- 
hagen. The  facts  attending  that  extraor- 
dinary tranfaction,  are  belides  too  recent, 
to  juftify  their  entire  difclofure.  In  com- 
pliance neverthelefs  with  your  defire,  I 
lhall  Itate  to  you  the  leading  events,  which 
}>receded  and  followed  the  DcUiifli  revolu- 
tion. If  I do  not  relate  every  thing  that 
has  come  to  my  knowledge,  you  may  on 
the  otlier  hand  be  allured,  that  the  fa6ts 
which  I record,  are  authentic. 

The  marriage  of  Chriftian  the  Seventh, 
Kin^^  of  Denmark,  with  the  Princefs  Caro- 
line  Matilda  of  England,  was  one  of  thofe 
alliances  in  which  neither  fimilarity  of  dif- 
polltion,  nor  any  other  rcquifites  were 

found, . 
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found,  to  enfure  nuptial  felicity.-  The  King 
foon  abandoned  himfelf  to  irregularities  of 
every  kind,  too  puerile,  efFeminate,  and  dif-* 
folute  for  commemoration.  Nor  was  the 
Daniih  Court  lefs  a fcene  of  univerfal  diffi- 

r * 

pation,  calculated  at  .once  to  corrupt  th« 
heart,  and  to  contaminate  the  manners.  A 
young  and  amiable  woman,  who  faw  ,herfelf 
negle6ted  by  her  hulband,while  Ihewas  at  the 
fame  time  an  obje6l  of  refpe6t  and  homage  to 
every  other  perfon  that  approached  her, 
could  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  efcape  the 
moral  contagion  of.fuch  a fcene.  Yet, 
previous  to  the  King’s  journey  in  1768, 
when  he  vifited  England,  France,  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  the  Queen  had  fo  conduc- 
ed iierfelf,  as  if,  not  wholly  to  efcape  de- 
traCion,  to  preferve,  however,  a great  lhare 
of  general  alTeCion  and  popularity.  The 
birth  of  the  Prince  Royal,  which  preceded 
the  King’s  departure  from  Copenhagen, 
augmented  the  attachment  of  the  people  to 
her  perfon  and  dignity. 

VOL.  I.  E 
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It  \ras  at  this  time  that  Struenfee,  deA 
• • • • ^ 

ti’ned  afterwards  to  make  too  confpicuous 
*a  figure  in  the  Danifh  annals,  firft  became 
known’to  Chriftian  the  Seventh.  The  lather 

* t •> 

of  Struehfee  was  only  a deacon  of  Renf- 
bourg,  a little  town  in  the  Duchy  ofSlefwick, 
where  he  ‘ftill  continues  to  refid e.  He  en- 
tertaihed  little  affection  for  his  fon,  and 
frequently,  daring  the  'ftiort  term  of  Struen- 
fee's  elevation,  foretold  or  apprehended  his 
approaching  fate.  When  the  King  of 
Denmark  determihed  on  -vafiting  fome  of  the 
Courts  'of  Europe,  Struenfee  was  appointed 
to  attend  his  Majefty , in  quality  of  phyfician ; 
he  having  previoufly'praftifed  medicine  with 
a degree  of  reputation  and  fuccefs,  at  i^ltona. 
Brandt,  who  fiiffered  at  the  fame  time  with 
StrUenfee  on  the  fcaffold,  and  whofe  two 
tiames'are  now  become  infeparably  blended  . 
in  hiftory,  Was  of  a more  elevated  extrac- 
tion. His  family,  though  not  noble,  was 
very  refpeftable,  originally  from  Holftein, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hamburgh,  where  his 
17  “anceftors 
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tiftccftors  \vere  'eftablifhed.  He  pbATefled 
many  qualities  calculated  to  advance  their 
pofleflTor  in  a court ; his  manners  being 
polifhed,  his  addrefs  eafy,  and  his  conver* 
fation  lively,  as  well  as  amufing.  Through- 
Out  his  life,  no  lefs  than  at  his  death,  he 
manifelted  • perfonal  courage  \ but  in  prin- 
ciple and  virtue  he  was  totally  deficient. 

' Among  the  favourites  of  Chriftian  the 
Seventh,  who  were  the  companions  of  his 
plealhres,  Brandt  Occupied  a dhlinguilhed 
place  ; and  he  was  commonly  fele6ted  from 
among  the  crowd  of  courtiers,  to  make  one 
of  the  party  at  the  King^s  prh^te  fuppers. 
Having  been  appointed  a Gentleman  of  the 
Bed-chamber,-  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
fhould  be  placed  on  the  lift  cf  thofe,  whom 
his  Daniih  Majefty  named  to  accompany 
him  on  his  intended  travels.  'It  was  not 
therefore  without  equal  furprife  and  morti* 
fication  that  Brandt  found  his  name  ex- 
cluded. Attributing  his  rejeftion  to  the 
enmity  and  rivality-of  the  young  Count 
Hoicke,  who  had  fupplanted  him,  as  he 
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conceived,  in  his  Sovereign's  favour ; and* 
ftung  with  a preference  fo  injurious  to  his 
views,  Brandt  endeavoured  to  procure  the 
difgrace  of  Holcke,  by  means  of  an  anony- 
mous letter  addrefled  to  the  King,  accufing 
that  favourite  of  difaffe6lion.  But,  the  at- 
tempt proved  ruinous  to  himfelf : the  letter 
having  been  foon  traced  to  its  real  author, 
Brandt,  received , an  order  to  quit,  Copen- 
hagen in  twenty-four  hours.  He  obeyed, and 
retired  to  Paris,  where  he  remained  in  ob- 
feurity  as  well  as  indigence.  When  the 
King  'of  Denmark  arrived  at  that  city, 
Brandt  found  means  to  reprefent  his  po- 
verty, and  obtained  from  his  mafter  a pre- 
fent  of  a hundred  Louis-d  ors.  • 

Struenfee  meanwhile  had  accompanied 
Cliriflian  the  Seventh  on  his  travels.  He 
ahd  Brandt  meeting  at  Paris,  they  formed 
a fort  of  compaft,  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  if  Struenfee,  on  his  return  to  Denmark, 
lltould  attain  fufiicient  credit  at  Court,  he 
would  ufe  it  to  obtain  the  recal  of  the 
other.  During  the  Kings  Hay  in  France, 

Struenfee 
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Striiehfee  had  riren  to  a conriderable*  degree 
of  favour;  and  his  Majefty  foon, after  his 
arrival  at  Copenhagen,  prefented  him. to 
the  Queen  with  his  owm  hand ; recom«* 
mending  him  at  the  jame  time  to  her  as 
a man  of  talents,  and  as  peculiarly  Ikilled 
in  the  profeffion  of.phyfic.  He  was  pro- 
moted immkliately  to  the  place  of  a Privy 
Counfellor,  and  foon  became  as  acceptable 
to  the  Queen,  as  he  had  ^ been  to  her 
hulband.  ‘ < r ^ f 

- Reafons  of  a very  delicate  and  peculiar 
nature,  facilitated  his  progrefs  in  that 
princefs's  good  opinion;  The  King  and 
hie  having  been  alienated  from  each  .otherj 
in  confequence  of  his  exceffes,  and  having 
ceafed  to  cohabit  together,  Struenfee  under- 
took to  reconcile  them,  and  fucceeded.  in 
the’  attempt.^  He  received  ever}^  day  from 
both  new  marks  of " conlideration  and 
efteem.  Brandt,  by  his  endeavours,  was 
recalled  to  Court,  reinftated  in  office,,  and 
they  were  Ihortly  afterwards  raifed  at  the 
fame  time,  to  the  rank  of  Counts;  ; Struenfee 
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in  paiticular  became  not  only  the  dcclare4 
ikvourite,  but  was  conftituted  lirll:  minifter, 
with  ahnoft  unlimited  political  power.  Sq 
rapid  and'  extraordinary  an*  elevation,  ne* 
eeffarily  excited  many  comments ; and'envy 
or  malignity  added  a thouland  reports,  in* 
jurious  to  the  honour  of  the  Queen.  • . . 

' It  muft  be 'admitted' e\’eh  by  thofe  to 
whom  her  memory  is  moft  dear,  that  Ijjer 
imprudence  was  great  and  inexcufable. 

- Not  only  in  private,  but  at  the  theatre,  in 
the  ftreets  of  Copenhagen,  and  before  mul- 
titudes of  fpe^iators,  die  manifeded  a 
very  injudicious  preference  for  Stmenfee. 
He  >was  himfelf  feniible  of  her  Majefty's 
indifcretion,  and  endeavoured,  but  without 
to  induce  her  fi'om  prudential  mo- 
tives, to  moderate  the  teftimonies  of  her 
partiaiify  towards  him  in  public.  Tlie 
levity  of  her  conduct  was  augmented  by 
the  impropriety  of  ber  drefs  on  many  oc- 
cafions.  She  was  accuftomed  to  ride  out 
with  Struenfee,  habited  completely  in  men’s 
clothes,  without  any  mixture  of  lemale 

attire  ; 
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attire:  and  though  this  mode  is  nejtheg 
uncommon  among  ladies  in  the  north  of 
Europe,  nor  implies  any-  immodefty  of 
deportment,  yet  it  tended  to  increafe  dia 
popular  clamour  and  mifreprefentatiom 
The  King  was  a paffive  and  quigt  fpocr? 
tator  of  ‘ Struenfee's  favour,  as  w;eU  as  of 
the  Queen’s  attachme^it  to  him.  Th.Qugh- 
indiflfcrent  towards  his  wife,  he  neverthelefss 
eileemed  her;  nor  did  he  feel  or  exprefs 
the  flighteft  refentment  at  her  helxayiour. 
His  mind  and  body,  equally  debilitated 
by  excefles  of  every  kind,  left  hiin  without 
activity,  and  almoft  without  pereeption  or 
fentiment.  He  funk  into  a ftate  of  im- 
becility, which  wlule  it  rendered'  him 
capable  of  receiving  the  word  impreffipns, 
difqualiiied  him  from  appreciating  their 
truth,  or  taking  any  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  adairs.  Tho.  adminidra- 
tion  devolved  therefore  on  the  Queenj 
Struenfee,  and  their  adherents : but  the 
Court  was  plunged  in  diverlions  and  im* 
merled  in  pleafures,  which  \vere  fopn  to 
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be  fucceeded  by  fcenes  of  a very  different 
nature.  ^ ■ - 

' Struenfee  was  .unqueftionably  a man  of 
abilities,  capable  of  great ' application  to 
bufinefs,  rapid  and  decifive  in  his  refolu* 
tions,  as  well  as  enlarged  and ' patriotic  in 
his  views.  Many  of  his  meafures  tended 
to  the  amelioration,  improvement,  and 
aggrandizement  of  Denmark.  But  he 
neither  poffeffed  the  profound  policy,  the 
fevere  vigilance,  nor  the  fuperior  judgment, 
requhite  for  maintaining  him  in  his  fudden 
elevation.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  mi'' 
niftry,  he  a6ted  without  forelight  or  addrefs ; 
as  if,  with  the  difficulties  which  augmented 
round  him,  he  loft  the  ftrength  and  prefence 
of  his  underftanding.  At  the  head  of  his 
enemies,  w'ho  were  numerotis,  powerful, 
and  implacable,  appeared  the  Queen  Dow- 
ager, and  her  fon  Prince  Frederic.  I'he 
former,  Juliana  Maria  of  Brunfwick  Wob 
fenbiittel,  widows  of  Frederic  the  Fifth,  the 
kite  King,  had  affuredly  not  received  from 
nature  any  pre-eminent  qualities  for  govern* 

, ment. 
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ment.  Her^fon,  who  feemed  ftill  lefs 
formed  to  occupy  a diftinguidied  place  ia 
the  hlftory  of  his  country,  infpired  little 
refpe6l  or  apprehenfion.  But  the  indil- 
cretioii  of  the  young  Queen,  and  tlie  fatal 
fecurity  of  Struenfee,  fupplied  every  defeCl. 
Patience  and  perfeverance  were  alone  ne- 
ceflary  in  order  to  ripen  the  machinations 
prepared  for  their  deilru61ion. 

Several  perlbns  of  the  firft  quality  and 
coidideration  in  Denmark,  impelled  by  am- 
bition, indignant  at  the  preference  Ihewn  to 
an  obfeure  llranger,  or  irritated  by  their 
exclulion  from  oiHce,  joined  the  Queen 
Dowager’s  party.  Among  the  chief,  were 
Counts  Rantzau  and  Oftein,  General 
Eichfted,  and  Colonel  Koller  Banner. 
Various  confultations  were  held  by  tlrem, 
relative  to 'the  meafiires  proper  to  be  pur- 
fued;  and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1771,  they  finally  determined  to  proceed 
to  action  without  further  delay.  On  the 
firft  day  of  January  every  year,  it  was 
cullomury  at  Copenhagen  for  the  populace 
* to 
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to  aflemble  near  the  Royal  Palace,  where 
an  ox,  roailed  whole,  was  cUrtributecl  among 
them.'  As  the- Court  and  Royal  Family 
ufually  .afiifted  at  this  feftivity,  the  Queen 
Matilda  had  iignified  her  intention  of  being 
prefeiit,  accompanied  by  the  King,  and 
their -ordinary  attendants.  Such  an  occa* 
lion  appeared  too  favourable  to  be  negle6l’ 
ed.  The  partizans  of  Juliana  Alaiia  and 
prince-  Frederic,  having  gained  over  a fuf- 
licient  number  of  the  foldierv,  came  to  a 
refolutioii  of  breaking  in  among  the  crowd, 
arreftiiig  • their-  opponents,  and  even  of 
putting'  tliem  to  death  uj[X)n  the  fpot,  if 
any.  refiitance  • were  attempted.  Nothing 
could  have  apparently  prevented  the  fuccefs  ’ 
of  the  plan,  which  w^ould  have  been  greatly 
facilitated  by  tlie  confiihon  arifmg  from  the 
iifiemblage  of  people:  but  it  was  difcon- 
certed  when  near  its  execution,  by  an  ano- 
nymous warning  ferit  to  a nobleman  in 
the  Queen  Matilda’s  houfehoid,  enjoining 
him  to  be  libfent,  if  he  regarded  his  fafety* 
He  immediately  communicated  to  hep 
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Majefty  this  alarming  intimation,  “wliich 
ilie  by  no  means  del’pil’ed;  and  on  prcteno^ 
of  indifpofition,  Ihe  announced  her  refolu- 
tion  not  to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremony. 
So  unexpe6ted  a failure  on  her . part,  fruf^ 
trated  the  projeft,  without  infpiring  her  or 
her  adherents  with  fufficient  caution  againft 
future  attempts  of  a fimilar  nature ; while 
their  enemies,  difconcerted,  but  not  dif* 
heartened,  prepared  to  renew  their  attack 
under  more  favourable  cirgimiftances. 

. They  at  length  refolved  to  feizc  on  the 
Queen  Matilda,  and  the  principal  perfons 
attached  to  her,  at  the  clofe  of  a malked 
ball,  which  was  to  be  given  in  the  Royal 
Palace,  upon  the  15th  of  January,  1772. 
Count  Rantzau  undertook  the  delicate  com- 
niiflion  of  perfuading  the  King  to  fign  the 
Order  for  the  purpofe,  and  of  putting  it 
nftenvards  into  execution.  To  Roller 
'Banner  was  afligned  the  important  talk  of 
arrefting  Struenfee;  and  ail  the  inferior 
Arrangements  for  enfuring  fuccefs  were 
fettled  with  great  dexterity.  They  were 

never- 
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neverthelefs  on  the  point  of  being  over-' 
turned,  at  the  very  monient  when  all  was 
ripe  for  a6Hon.  Rantzau,  upon  whofe 
courage,  fidelity^  and  fecrecy,  no  reliance 
could  , be  placed,  determined  not  only  to 
withdraw  his  alfiftance  from  the  party  in 
which  he  had  enliited,  but  to  reveal  the 
whole  confpiracy  to  Struenfee.  On  the 

• f 

afternoon  of  the  1 5th  of  January,  only  a 
-few  hours  before  the  ball  was  to  begin, 
he  wrote  to  the  minifter,  dehring  to  lee 
Jiim  -at  his  own  apartments,  upon  bufmefs 
'of  the.  utmoO:  importance.  Struenfee  in- 
tended to  have  gone  thither ; but,  being 
detained  by  a variety  of  alfairs  till  it  grew 
•late,  he  .went  ftrait  to  the  ball,  and  thereby 
loft  the  faireft  occafion  of  extricating  him- 
felf  from  deftruftion,  * ■ : 

Rantzau,  thus  difappointed  in  his  defign 
of  betraying  his  allbciates,  was  not  however 
the  lefs  refolved  to  renounce  all  further 
participation  in  their  fehemes.  . He  lent  a 
mefiaffe  therefore  to  the  Queen  Dowager, 

o o’ 

acquainting  her  that  he  Ibould  lie  unable  to 
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come  to  the  Palace,  or  to  execute  the  part 
alligned  liim  in  the  projected  revolution, 
on  account  of  a violent  attack  ot  the  gout, 
to  which  difeafe  he  was  conftitutionally 
fubje6t.  In  order  to  fupport  the  deception, 
he  caufed  his  legs  to  be  wrapped  in  flan- 
nels. This  meflage,  at  once  embarafling 
and  unexpected,  threw  the  perfons  to 
whom  it  was  addrefied,  into  the  utmotl 
conllernation.  But,  the  fpirit  and  decilion 
of  Roller  Banner  foon  furmounted  Rant- 
zau’s  pretended  indifpolition.  Hav  ing  en- 
treated the  Queen  Juliana  Maria  not-  to 
be  alarmed,  and  confcious  of  the  mo- 
tives from  which  Rantzau  aCted,  Roller 
Banner  fent  his  own  ledaii  chair  to  the 
Count’s  houfe.  It  was  accompanied  by 
two  grenadiers  with  their  bayonets  fixed, 
who-  had  politive  orders  to  put  him  into 
the  chair  at  all  events,  and  to  conduCt  him 
to  the  Palace  without  an  inftant’s  delay. 
They  were  authorized  to  ufe  force,  if  necef- 
fary ; but  Rantzau,  aware  that  reliltance 
was  • vain,  fubinitted,  was  carried  to  Court, 

and 
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and  performed  the  fervlce  expelled  from 
him.  Koiler  Banner  was  indeed  the  ani- 
matingvfoul  of  the  enterprize,  to  whofe  cool- 
nefs,  prefence  of  mind,  and  intrepid it}^  its 
fuccefs  mufl  be  principally  attributed. 
During  the  whole  night,  while  at  the  ball, 
he  maintained  the  utmofl:  ferenity  of’ de- 
portment, and  played  at  the  fame  game  of 
cards  with  Monfieur  Berger,  whom  he  im- 
mediately afterwards  arrefted. 

Two  circumftances  which  took  place  in 
the  courfe  of  • the  evening,  excited  remark, 
and  ought  to  have  awakened  fufpicion. 
The  King,  Queen,  and  their  attendants, 
entered  the  ball  room  before  ten  oVlock ; 
hut  Prince  Frederick,  contrary  to  his  ufual 
cuftom,  and  in  fome  meafiire  contrary  to 
the  refpefd  due  from  him  towards  their  Ma- 
jefties,  did  not  arrive  till  more  than  an  hour 
later.  His  countenance  was  flulhed,  and 
his  difordered  looks  betrayed  the  a citation 

1/  O 

of  his  mind.  As  foon  as  he  came,  the  Queen 
advancing  towairis  him  faid,  ^Vousvenez 
“ d'aniver  bien  tartl,  mon  frere : Qifavez 

‘‘  vousf’' 
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vousF’— “ G’eft  qiie  j^ai  eu  des  affaires, 

“ Madame, replied  he.  “ II  me  femble,^' 
^nfwered  ffie  gaily,  “ qiie  vous  auriez 
“ mieux  fait  de  penfer  a vos  plaifirs  qifa  - 

VOS  affaires,  pendant  une  foiree  de  bal." 
The  Prince  made  little  or  no  reply,  and  the 
converfation  ended.  The  other  incident 
ffrll  more  calculated  to  have  alarmed 
Struenfec,  if  he  had  not  overlooked  it,  or 
had  not  \vifh  a fort  of  infatuation  omitted 
the  neceffary  precautions  for  his  fafety.  As 
he  was  confcions  of  his  o\vn  unpopiilaritv, 
and  dreaded  fome  ^commotion  amonij  the 
people,  he  had  furronnded  the  ball-room 
with  guards,  on  whofe  fidelity  he  knew,  or 
believed,  he  could  rely.  But,  the  officer  who 
commanded  them,  having  been  gained  by 
the  oppofite  party,  changed  the  foldiers,  fub- 
ftituting  Gathers  in  their  pkice.  The  alteration 
was  even  noticed  by  fome  of  Struenfee's 
friends ; though,  which  feems  ff  ill  more  ex- 
traordinary, it  did  hot  imprefs  them  wuth 
fufficient  apprehenfion  to  produce  any  in- 
quiry in  colifequence. 

'Between  twelve  and  one  o^clock  the  King 

quitted 


64  MEM6IRS  OF  THE 

quitted  the  room,  and  retired.  The  Queen> 
'who  continued  there  to  a later  hour,  fap- 
ped  with  a large  party  in  her  own  box,  to 
which  Prince  Frederic  was  not  admitted, 
nor  invited.  After  dancing  the  .greater 
part  of  the  night  with  Struenfce,  her 
Majefty  and  he  both  withdrew  nearly  at 
the  fame  time,  about  three  o'clock.  The 
company  foon  followed,  and  the  two  lull 
perfons  who  remained  in  the  ball-room, 
were  Brandt  and  the  Coiintefs  d’Oftein, 
between  whom  there  fubfillcd  an  attach- 
ment. They  were  engaged  in  converfa- 
tion,  when  the  mafter  of  the  revels  went 
up  to  Brandt,  and  faid,  “ Every  one  is 
gone;  I muft  order  the  lights  to  be  extin- 
guilhed." — “ I will  give  dire61ions  for  that 
piirpofe,"  replied  Brandt;  “leave  it  to  me.^ 
A fingular  fatality  feems  to  have  attended 

r 

the  Queen  and  her  friends.  In  order  to 
feize  upon  fo  numerous  a body  of  men, 
many  of  whom,  it  wtiS  unqueftionable, 
would  attempt  refiftance,  if  they  were  not 
taken  by  furprife,  and  feparately ; it  was  re- 
quilite  to  attack  them  when  unprepared  and 

alone. 
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alone.  The  Countefs  cfOftein  had  invited  a 

4» 

fele6l  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
among  whom  were  Struenfee  and  Brandt,  to 
drink  tea  in  her  apartments,  after  the  con- 
dulion  of  the  liall.  If  this  party  had  taken 
place,  it  would  have  fmftrated  the  plans  of 
the  Queen  Dowager  and  her  fon.  They 
would  probably  have  efteemed  it  too  dan- 
gerous, to  attack  feveral  of  the  full  men  in 
Denmark,  colle6led  together  in  one  room, 
who  were  capable  of  defperate  refiftance,  and 
might  have  either  efcaped,  or  have  defended 
themfelves  fuccefsfully.  In  the  progrefs  of 
fuch  an  attempt,  the  Royal  Palace,  w'here 
the  principal  among  them  w'ere  lodged,  mull 
no  doubt,  have  been  rendered  a fcene  of 
carnage  and  horror.  But  one  of  the  ladies 
who  was  invited,  Madame  de  Schimmelman, 
having  a violent  head-ach,  excufed  herfelf : 
Madame  de  Bulow,  unwilling  to  go  without 
her  friend,  made  her  excufes  likewdfe  ; 'and 
the  Countefs  d'Ollein  being  then  the  only 
remaining  female  of  the  party,  it  was  re- 
nounced. Every  perfon  retired  to  their  re- 
VOL.  1.  F fpe6tiv« 
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!fp’e6live  apartments,  and  left  the  chiefs  of' 
the  enterprize  free  to  commence  their  ope- 
rations. 

• The  moment  for  a6lion  was  now  arrived. 
Rantzau,  without  lofs  of  time,  entering 
the  King's  bedchamber,  awoke  him,  and 
acquainted  him  that  there  exifted  a con- 
fpiracy  againft  his  perfon  and  dignity,  at 
the  head  of  which  were  his  wife,  Stru- 
enfee,  and  various  of  their  aflbciates.  He 
then  befought  his  Majefty  to  confult  his 
own  fecurity,  by  inftantly  figning  an  order 
for  their  arrefi,  which  Rantzau  tendered 
him ; uhng  every  argument  to  enforce 
liis  felicitations.  But,  Chrihian,  though 
feeble  in  mind,  and  taken  by  furprize,  not 
Only  hefitated,  but  refufed  to  affix  his 
name  to  the  paper.  I'he  Queen  Dow^ager 
and  Prince  Frederic  were  therefore  called  in 
to  his  bedfide ; and  by^  means  of  expoftu- 
lations,  fupported  by  exaggerated  or  falfe 
reprefentations  of  the  danger  which  he 
incurrerl  from  delay,  they  at  length  pro- 
cured his  k*lu6tHwt  confent^  Fie  fi<rned  the 

O 

• order. 
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order,  which  was  immediately  carried  into 
execution. 

Koller  Banner  repairing  to  Struenfee^s 
chamber,  forced  open  the  door,  and  feized 
him  in  his  bed.  He  was  afleep  when  this 
event  took  place,  for  w'hich  he  was  fo  totally 
unprepared,  that  having  no  clothes  near 
the  bedlide,  except  his  mafquerade  drefs, 
he  was  necelfitated  to  put  on  the  domino 
breeches  which  he  had  worn  at  the  balh 
for  want  of  any  others.  The  weather 
being  extremely  cold,  he  was  permitted 
to  wtap  himfelf  in  his  fur  cloak,  and  they 
then  conveyed  him  in  a coach  to  the 
citadel.  While  Koller  Banner  arrefted 
Struenfee,  Beringfliold,  a man  of  a defpe- 
rate  but  intrepid  chara6ler,  accompanied 
bv  ‘ fome  foldiers,  entered  the  room  in 
which-  Brandt  w'as  lodged.  Unlike  Stru- 
enfee, he  darted  up,  feized  his  fword,  and 
prepared  for  refiltance  ; but  on  the  foldiers, 
by  Beringdiold's  orders,  levelling  their 
pieces,  and  threatening  to  fire  on  him,  he 
gave  up  his  fword,  and  furrendered  him- 

F 2 felf 
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prifon  er.  In  tlie  fame  manner  as ' his  * 
fompanloft  in  misfortune,  lie  was  inhantl^ 
condu6led  under  a guard,  in  a coach,  to 
the  citadel.  Various . other  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  tlleir  adh(‘rcnts,  where  at  the 
fame  time  put  into  a liate  of  arreft,  or  had 
centinels  placed  at  the  door  of  their  apart- 
ments. 

But  the  moil  dangerous  and  important 
a6l  of  .the  entcrprife  flill  remained  to 
perform  ; that . of  ^arrehlng  tire  Queen 
Matilda.  After  retiring  from  the  Ixdl,  llie 
continued  Ibmc  time  in  her  own  room, 
before  (lie  went  to  bed,  occupied  in  fuckling 
her  little  daughter,  who  was  ftill  at  the 
bread;.  Struenfee’s  chamber  being  fituated 
direblly  under  the  Queen  s,  the  noife  which 
Kbller  'Banner  made  in  Ibizing  his  perfon, 
was  indiftinblly  heard  byjier  Majefty.  Un- 
fortunately die  by  no  means  however  attri- 
buted it  to  the  real  caufe.  On  the  contrary, 
imagining  that  the  dillurbance  w^as  occaiion- 
ed  by  the  company,  which,  as  flie  knew,  was 
to  meet  in  the  apartment  of  Madame  d’Odein, 

. and 
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ami  which  party  Ihe  concluded,  had  been 
transferred  to  that  of  Struenfee,  (lie  ordered 
one  of  her  women  to  go  down,  and  to  re- 
quelt  them  to  be  lefs  intemperate  in  their 
mirth,  as  they  would  otllerwife  prevent  her 
from  taking  any  repofe.  7'he  woman  diil 
not  return : the  noife  cealed ; and  the 
Queen,  wholly  imfufpicious,  • having  foon 
retired  to. yell,  fell  into  a. profound  flcep. 

It  was  about  five  oVlock  in  the  morning, 
when  die  was  awakened  by  a Danilh  fe- 
male'attendant,  w'ho  always  lay  in  the  ad- 
joining room.  Holding  a candle  in  one 
hand,  flie  held  out  a paper  to  the  Queen 
in  the  other,  which,  with  marks  of  agita- 
tion, Ihe  requefted  of  her  Majefty  to  perufe. 
It  contained  a requeft,  rather  than  an  order, 
couched  in  very  concife,  but  very  refpectful 
terms,  Itating  that  “ the  King  of  Denmark, 
for  reafons  of  a pri\ate  nature,  wiihed 
her  to  remove  to  one  of  the  Royal  Palaces 
in  the  country  for  ' a few  days.”  The 
Queen,  fcarcely  awake,  in  her  firf^  furprizc 
imaginc^d  that  the  note  which  Ihe  faw  in  her 

F 3 woman’s 
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woman’s  hand  came  from  the  Baron  de 

X 

Bulow,  her  mafter  of  the  horle ; imd  that 
its  .purport  was  to  inquire,  whether  it 
was  her  pleafure  to  hunt  on  that  day. 
But,  no  fooner  had  flie  caft  her  eye  over 
the  paper,  and  read  its  contents,  with  the 
Royal  fignature  annexed,  than  flie  inftant- 
ly  comprehended  the  nature  and  extent 
of  her  misfortune.  Confcious  that  if  ihe 
could  only  gain  accefs  to  the  King,  flie 
fliould  be  able  in  a moment  to  overturn  the 
plans  of  her  enemies,  flie  fprung  out  of  bed  ; 
and  without  waiting  to  put  on  any  thing  ex- 
cept a petticoat  and  Ihoes,  flic  rulhed  into 
the  antichamber.  There,  the  firft  object 
which  met  her  view,  was  Count  Rantzaii, 
feated  quietly  in  a chair.  Recollecting 
then  her  diflie veiled  Rate,  fhe  exclaimed, 
“ Eloignez  vous,  Monfieur  le  Comte,  pour 
I’amour  de  Dieu,  car  je  ne  fuis  pas  prefen- 
table.”  She  immediately  ran  back  into  her 
chamber,  and  haflily  threw  on  fome  clothes 
afliftcd  by  her  women. 

Om 
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On  attempting  a lecahd  time  to  lea\e 
ner  room,  Ihe  found  that  Rant^u’  had 
M’ithdraM'n  himfelf,  after  llationing  an 
officer  irt  the  door-way,  who  oppofed  her 
further  paiiage.  Rendered  almoR  frantic 
by  this  infult,  added  to  her  diftrefs,  Ihe 
feized  him  by  the  hair,  dcniandiiig  to  le^' 
Count  Struenfee,  or  the  King,  “ Ma- 
dam,'^ faid  he,  “ I only  do  my  duty,  and' 
obey  my  orders.  There  is  no  ' Count 
Struenfee  now,  nor  can  your  Majelty  fee* 
the  King.”  Having  however  puffied  him- 
alide,  Ihe  advanced  at  the  door  of  the  an- 
tichamber, where  two  foldiers  had  erod- 
ed their  hrelocks,  in  order  to  Hop  her 
progrefs.  The  Queen  commanding  them 
to  let  her  pafs,  and  adding  promifes  of  re- 
ward if  they  obeyed,  both  the  foldiers 
fell  on  their  knees ; and  one  of  them  faid 
in  Danith,  “ It  is  a fad  duty,  but  we  muft 
{lerform  it ; our  heads  are  anfwerable,  if 
we  allows  your  Majefty  to  proceed.”  As  no' 
one,  however,  dared  to  lay  hands  upon  ’ 
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the  Queen,  flie  fteppcd  over  the  mufkcts 
which  were  croflcd,  and  ran  half  wild, 
along  the  Corridore  leading  to  the  King's 
apartment.  She  even  forced  her  way  into 
it  by  violence ; but  her  enemies,  aware  that 
flie  rnight  try  to  gain  admittance,  and  jiiilly 
apprehenfive  of  her  influence  over  him, 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  removing  him 
betimes,  to  another  part  of  the  Palace. 

;•  Exhaufted  by  the  agitation  of  her  mind, 
and  by  fuch  exertions  of  bod}^  the  Queen 
t^ttempted  no  further  refiftance.  She  re- 
turned to  her  own  chamber,  where  (he  was 
aided  to  drefs  herlelf,  and  informed  that  ihe 
muft  inftantly  quit  Copenhagen.  Rantzau 
had  the  infolence  to  fay  to  her,  alluding  to 
his  gouty  feet,  “ Vous  vo3^ez,  Matlame, 
que  mes  pieds  me  manquent ; mais,  mes 
bras  font  libres,  et  j’en  qffrirai  un  a votre 
Majeft6,  pour  I’aider,  ii  monter  en  voiture." 
She  was  then  put  into  a coach,  which 
waited  for  her  at  the  door  near  the 
chapel  pf  the  Palace.  Two  ladies,  a maid 
fervant,  the*  little  Princefs  her  daughter, 

whom 
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whom  (he  fuckled,  and  a Major  in  the 
Danilh  fervice,  got  into  the  carriage  with 
her.  They  took  the  road  to  Cronfbourg, 
a diftance  of  about  twenty-four  miles  from 
the  Capital ; which,  as  they  drove  at  a great 
rate,  they  foon  reached,  and  in  which  for- 
trefs  the  Queen  was  confined. 

Having  thus  minutely  .related  the  parti- 
culars of  that  extraordinary  night,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  enter  on  any  of  the  events 
which  followed.  They  w'ere  in  general 
matters  of  notoriety.  All  Europe  knows 
the  tragical  cataftrophe  of  Brandt  and  Stru- 
enfee ; the  former  of  whom  fuffered  for 
his  political  and  private  connection  with 
the  Mjnifler  and  favourite  of  the  Queen 
Matilda.  It  w'us  not  the  blow  given  bv 
him  to  Chriftian  the  Seventh,  that  brought 
him  to  the'  block.  That  imprudent  a£l 
ferved,  indeed,  for  a pretext  on  which  to 
found  the  acciifation  ; but  was  hot  his  real 
crime.  While  in  prifon,  Brandt  w as  ahvavs 
g'ity,  and  never  appeared  to  apprehend  that 
be  ihoiild  be  put  to  death.  His  flute  con- 
ftituted  his  principal  re^urce,  and  he  was 
. accuftomed 
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accuftomed  frequently  to  play  the  air  in  the 
Deferteur/^  beginning,  ‘‘  Mourir, 
notre  dernier  rellort/^ 

Struenfee’  was  as  much  his  fuperior  in 
talents, ' as  he  fell  beneath  Brandt  in  per-, 
fonal  -courage.  While  confined  in  the 
citadel,  Struenfee  drew  up  his  famous  con- 
feflion  : a compofition  which  did  more 
honour  to  his  ability  as  a writer,  than  to  his 
conftancy  or  fortitude  as  a man.  In  it  ho 
avowed,  or  divulged,  more  than  his  enemies 
probably  expe6led  ; perhaps,  more  than  was 
even  true.  At  the  fcafibld  he  manifefted 

contrition,  as  well  as  pulillanlmity  ; while 

# 

Brandt  met  his  piinilhment  with  a fort  of 
carelefs  and  unprincipled  intrepidity.  The 
fate  of  the  imprifoned  Queen  was  long 
doubtful,  and  Ihe  probabl3^  owed  to  her 
near  alliance  with  the  King  of  Great  Brb 
tain,  that  meafures  of  extreme  leverity 
were  not  adopted  againft  her,  by  the  n(?w 
miniflry  of  Denmark,  It  was  proj)ofed  to 
immure  her  for  lite,  in  fome  of  the  prifons 
of  ftate  ; and  the  Caftle  of  Aabourg  in  the 
peninfula  of  Jutland,  a folitary  and  fcqiief- 

tejed 
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tercel  province  of  the  Duniih  doniiiilons, 
was  once  deitinecl  for  the  purpofe.  But, 
the  powerful  and  fpirited  interpofition  of 
the  Britilh  Crown  procured  her  releafe, 
after  palling  more  than  four  months  in  th^ 
fortrefs  of  Cronlburgh.  She  embarked 
from  Ellineur  in  the  end  of  May  177^5 
and  landed  at  Stade  in  the  Hanoverian 
dominions,  \yhere  Ibe  was  received  with’ 
diftinguiflied  honours. 

It  was  ne^^erthelefs  matter  of  embarraflP- 
ment  and  difficulty,  to  fix  the  precife  place 
for  her  future  refidence ; as  neither’  the 
Hate  of  her  finances,  nor  the  peculiar  cir-- 
cumftances  attending  her  fituation,  Teemed 
to  didfate  Hanover  for  the  purpofe.  The' 
Caftle  of  Zell,  more  retired  from  public; 
notice,  feemed  better  adapted  in  many  ref- 
pe6fs.  But,  it  had  not  been  inhabited,  ex- 
cept at  fhort  intervals,  for  near  feventy  years, 
and  required  confiderable  repail’s  in  order  to* 
render  it  commodious.  The  Queen  there- 
fore was  carried  during  the  fummer,  to  a 
little  hunting  feat,  in  a remote  part  of  the 
El^ftorate,  not  far  fronrrthe  banks  of  the 

Elbe 
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Elbe,  named  Gneurde,  belonging  to  her 
brother.  His  Britannic  Majelly.  She  re- 
mained there  in  profound  retirement  Math 
only  a few  attendants,  till  the*  autumn, 
when  file  repaired  to  the  Caillc  of  Zell, 
which  had  been  intermediately  rendered 
fit  for  her  reception.  The  liberality  of 
the  King  of  Great ' Britain  provided  her  a 
becoming  houfehold,  compofed  principally 
of  Hanoverian  nobility  of  both  fexes. 
The  Queen,  who  was  under  no  fort  of  re- 
ftraint  or  confinement,  except  that  w’hich 
her  rank  and  dignity  neeeharily  impofed, 
held  frequent  drawing-rooms,  at  which 
perfons  of  condition  were  prefented  ; and 
a theatre  was  fitted  up  for  her  amufemeiit 
in  the  Caftle,  where  dramatic  pieces  were 
frequently  performed. 

Her  table,  if  not  fplendid,  was  ele- 
gant ; and  the  Queeifs  aftaljility,  added 
to  her  natural  checrfiilnefs  of  tenqier, 
rendered  her  little  Court  more  than  com- 
monly agreeable.  Her  pleafures,  indeed, 
were  extremely  Ibnited,  from  the  nature 
of  her  pecuniary  refourccs  : for  fuch 
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was  the  generoilty  of  her  dlfpofition,  tliRt 
it  exhaufted  her  means,  and  frequently  left 
her  almofl  deltitute  of  money.  But  ftie 
was  well  repaid  by  the  general  attachment 
which  Ihe  infpired.  Never  was  any  PrincefiJ 
more  univerfally  beloved ; and  never  were 
the  advantages  of'  adverfity,  on-a  mind  na- 
turally Urong,  w''ell  difpofed,  and  good, 
more  ftrikingly  exemplified  than  in  her. 
She  pofleflcd  excellent  talents,  numerous 
resources,  and  great  accomplilhments.  Had 
her  life  been  prolonged,  flic  would  no 
doubt  have  made  ample  atonement  for  the 
errors,  into  which  youth,  inexperience,  and 
flattery,  had  precipitated  her  while  on  the 
throne  of  Denmark.  She  wtis  unfortu* 
nattily  fnatched  away  in  the  prime  of  life, 
at  twenty-lbur  years  of  age,  and'  after 
a relidimce  of  fcarcely  more  than  two 

years  and  a half  at  ZelL  I drew  from 
* • 

Mantel,  her  valet-de-chambre,  whom  !• 
have  already  mentioned,  and  w ho  attended 
her  to  the  lait  moment,  the  minute  detail 
©f  all  tl)€  cixcumflances  attending  her  illnefs 

and 
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'and  death.  They  are  too  intcrefting,  as 
iX’eli  as  authentic,  not  to  prefer ve  them, 
as  nearly  as  poflible,  in  Mantefs  exaO; 
•'words.  The  liniplicity  of  the  narration 
IS  ' more  adefting,  than  . any  ftudied  re-" 
cital. 

“ The  Queen,^'  faid  he,  who  Mas  of 
a plethoric  habit  of  body,  had  l>een 
always  conftitutionally  fubje6t  to  Inflam- 
mations  in  her  throat ; and  the  Meather  at 
“ the  time  when  Ihe  died,  was  uncommonly 
waiTn. " On  Thurfday  the  4th  of  May 
die  rofe,  as  was  her  cuftom,  rather 
early,  and  walked  out.  The  ladles  who 
“ accompanied  her  Majefty,  though  they 
“ uled  many  entreaties,  ^could  not  prevail  • 
‘‘  on  her  to  wear  a capuchin,  ainl  die  re- 
turned  after  a long  walk  of  about  two 
“ hours.  When  fire  entered  the  Caftle,  I 
“ mc‘t  her.  Letting  her  arms  fall,  as  if 
‘‘  fatigued,' file  faid,  “ Mantel,  1 am  not 
“ well ; I am  exceedingly  tired,  and  have 
pafied  a teftlefs  night.^'  I brought  in 
' bf eaklaft,  and  Ihe  con tmued  very  Ian-* 

“ giiid ; 
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gtllcl  J but  neverthelels,  made  lifer  ap- 
“ pearaiice  at  dinner,  though  {he  eat  little 
^ or  nothing.  In  the  afternoon,  flie  com- 
plained  for  the  firit  time,  that  her  throat 
gave  her  pain,  and  felt  inflamed.  When 
“ the  card  tables  were  placed  in  the  even- 
ing  as  ufual,  flie  was  too  much  indiA 
“ pofed-  to  be  able  to  ‘take  any  part  of  the 
“ dlverhon.  The  ladies  about  her,-  pro- 
“ pofed  tlierefore,  to  have  a fbfa  brought, 
“ in  order  that  flie  might  lie  dowm,  and 
look  on  while  they  played.  Perceiving 
“ that  the  Queen  was  very  ill,  I prefumed 
“ to  offer  my  advice,  that  fhe  Ihould 
“ go  immediately  to  lied,  to  which  flie 
“ confented,  and  ordered  her  women  to 
“ undrefs  her.  I then  implored  her  to 
fend  for  Lieyfer  her  pliyhcian,  which  ftie 
“ at  firfl  refufed  ; but  on  my  repeated  im* 
“ portunity,  permitted  me  to  call  him  in  to 
“ her  affidance.  As  foon  as  he  had  felt  her 
pulfe,  lie  was  greatly  alarmed.  “ Mantel,’' 
“ foid  the  Queen  to  me,  when  he  was' 
gone,  “ I am  very  ill,  and  I fully  be- 

“ lieve 
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“ lleve'I  fiiall  die.”  Though  I affected  to 
“ treat  her  opinion  as  unfounded,  I was 
“ not  the  lefs  deeply  imprelled  with  a 
“ convl6tion,  that  ihe  was  in  imminent 
“ danser* 

O • • 

“ On  the  enfulng  day  the  fymptoms 
“ became  worfe,  and  upon  Saturday,  erup* 

tions  appeared  all  over  her  bod}\  Zim- 
“ merman,  the  celebrated  phyfician,  being' 
“ fent  for  from  Hanover,  arrived  on  the 
“ Sunday  ; but,  her  diforder,  which  was  a 
“ putrid  fever  of  a very  malignant  nature, 
“ already  afllimed  the  moft  alarming  afpe6t, 
“ and  left  fcarcely  any  hopes  of  her  re- 
“ covery.  On  Monday,  the  Queen’s  voice 
“ began  to  grow  inarticulate,  but  flie  pre-» 
“ ferved  her  fehfes  perfectly.  I fat  by  her 
“ Majefty  continually,  night  and  day, 

“ though  Ihe  many  times  commanded  me 
“ to  leave  her,  and  go  to  reft,  as  I muft 
“ have  need  of  fteep.  I was  however  ab-  • 
“ fent,  only,  a few  minutes  at  intervals,' 
“ in  order  to  take  fome  rcfrelbment.  At  ^ 
“ length,  on*  the  Tuddav,  wliich  was  the^ 
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day  preceding  her  death,  as  all  her* 
female  attendants  were  exhaufted  with 
watching,  and  I was  become  myfelf  al- 
molt  incapable  of  further  exertion  or 
fervice,  a common  “ Fille  de  Garderobe"* 
was  permitted  to  attend  her  Majefty. 
This  girl  was  the  only  perfon  who  caught 
the  Queen's  diftemper,  though  it  was 
certainly  -malignant  and  infectious  in 
a high  degree.  She  was  feized  with* 
a violent  fever,  the  fymptoms  of 
which  exactly  refembled  thofe  of  the 
Queen's  malady  ; but,  after  ftruggling 
with  it  for  three  weeks,  the  girl  re- 
covered. 

“ During  the  two  laft  days,  the  phyfi- 
cians  pronounced  her  Majefty 's  cafe 
defperate  and  hopelefs.  Her  ftrength 
gradually  failed,  her  voice  became  quite 
extiii6t,  and  her  fenfes  alone  remained 
perfe6t.  On  Wednefday,  the  loth  of 
May,  I plainly  perceived  her  diifolutioii 
approaching;  and  that  night,  about  ten 
minutes  alter  eleven  o'clock,  ftie  ex- 
VOL.  I.  G “ piredi 
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pired.  Her  women  would  not,  how- 
ever, be  perfuaded  that  (lie  was  dead; 
they  laid  her  head  on  the  pillow,  and 
drelTed  her,  flill  flattering  themfelves 
“ that  Ihe  had  life  remaining.  But  flie 
“ was  fcarcely  cold,  before  the  body  began 
“ to  change.  At  five  o'clock  on  Thurfday 
“ morning,  the  alteration  was  very  per- 
“ ceptible ; and  all  the  fpots  on  her  face 
“ and  neck,  which  while  flie  was  alive, 
“ were  red  or  purple,  afiumed  a black 
“ colour.  So  rapid  and  univei'fal  a morti- 
“ fication  fucceeded,  that  it  became  im- 
pra6licable  to  preferve,  or  to  embalm  the 
body.  She  was,  therefore,  put  into  lead 
without  delay,  and  her  funeral  was  per- 
formed on  Friday  the  i “2th,  at  midnight. 
“ It  was  an  awful  and  afle6Hng  folemnity, 
the  corpfe  being  followed  by  an  immenle 
multitude  of  weeping  attendants.  All 
Ro}  al  honours  were  paid  her,  and  flie 
was  depofited  in  the  vault  of  the  Dukes 
of  Zell,  near  the  coffin  of  Sophia,  Princefi? 
of  Hanover.” 


<( 


(i 


(( 


a 


a 


u 


u 


Thefe 


COORT  OP  BERLIN,  ETC.  83 

Thefe  were  the  exa6l  particulars  of  the 
Queen  Matilda^s  death,  as  Mantel  related 
them  to  me.  When  he  had  concluded,  I 
alked  if  there  was  any  foundation  for  a 
flory,  which  had  been  circulated  in  London, 
and  to  which  fome  credit  was  attached  ; 
that  Ihe  had  caught  her  illhefs  from  one  of 
her  pages  whom  (lie  had  viiited,  and  who 
was  carried  olF  by  a (imilar  malignant 
diftemper?  . “ There  certainly  was,^'  an- 
fwered  he,  “ in  her  houfehold,  a page,  who 
“ died  eight  days  before  the  Queen's  fei- 
“ zure.  The  diforder  which  oceafioned 
“ his  dcatVi,  was  a very  fcorbutic  habit  of 
“ body,  attended  wdth  ulcers  and  fwelling 
“ in  the  legs.  As  he  expired  in  tlie  Caftle 
“ of  Zell,  the  corpfe,  when  about  to  be  ih- 
terred,  wfis  laid  out  in  a coffin  not  clofed 
“ dowm,  and  placed  in  a fmall  room  of  oile 
“ of  the  towers,‘  over  which  was  another,^ 
where  her  Majefty  frequently  remained. 
“ The  two  apartments  communicated  by  a 
“ little  winding  ftaircafe.  Before  the  func- 
ral  commenced,  the  Queen  expreflod  a 
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“ great  defire  to  look  at  the  body ; but,  hef 
“ ladies  oppofed  it,  and  reprefented  to  her 
how  injudicious,  as  well  as  hazardous, 
“ fiich  a curiofity  might  prove.  In  defiance 
“ of  their  remonftrances,  die  perfifted  ne- 
verthelefs  in  her  wiih,  and  went  down 
‘ “ with  that  intent,  to  the  chamber  in  which 
“ the  body  lay;  but,  aware  of  her  defign, 
I had  locked  the  door,  and  removed  the 
key.  When  fhe  demanded  it,  I afiiired  her 
“ that  it  could  not  be  found;  and  after  fevc- 
ral  vain  endeavours,  die  therefore  return- 
‘‘  ed  to  her  own  room.  It  happening  in  the 
afternoon,  I brought  tea  to  her  IVIajedy. 
“ We  thought  that  die  had  given  up  any 
“ further  intention  of  looking  at  the  page  ; 
when,  in  a few  minutes  flie  fuddenly 
darted  up,  and  before  any  of  the  ladies 
“ prefent  could  interpofe  to  prevent  or 
Itop  her,  Ihe  ran  down  to  the  chamber 
‘‘  where  lay  the  corpfe.  Unfortunately, 
‘‘  the  door  was  then  open;  flie  dept  in, 
and  daid  about  a minute,  not  longer,  re- 
‘‘  garding  it  attentively ; but,  flie  expreflfed 
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“ no  particular  horror  or  emotion  at  the 
“ Tight,  more  than  was  natural  on  con- 
“ templating  fuch  an  obje61:.  I neither 
“ believe  that  the  body  could  communi- 
“ cate  any  infection,  nor  is  it  my  opinion 
“ that  file  feid  long  enough,  had  there 
“ been  any,  for  her  to  receive  it.  Whether 
“ the  incident  might  have  made  a deep,  or 
“ injurious  impreffion  on  her  imagination. 


“ however  in  any  degree  impute  the 
“ Queen’s  confequent  illnefs  and  death,  to 
“ this  circumftance.^^ 

I delired  Mantel  to  inform  me,  if  there 
was  any  fhadow  of  reafon  for  fufpecting 
that  poifon,  or  other  unnatural  means  had 
been  ufed,  to  produce  her  death.  “ God 
“ only  know's,^^  faid  he  ; ‘‘I  think,  not. 
“ The  inhabitants  of  Zell  are  all  as  firmly 
“ perfuaded  of  her  having  been  poifoned, 
“ as  if  they  had  feen  her  fwallow^  it.  They 
“ accufe  an  Italian  of  having  adminiftered 
it  to  her,  though  the  man  had  not  ap- 
proached  her  perfon,  for  near  or  quite  a 
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year  before  her  deceafe.  He  had  been 
in  the  ferviee  of' the  Greg-t  Duke  of  Tuf- 
‘‘  cany'*,  and  being  recommended  to  her 
Majefty  for  a fteward,  was  fent  her  from 
Vienna.  He,  proved  to  be  a moll  profli- 
“ gate,  unprincipled  man.  When  lie  ar- 
“ rived  at  Zell,  he  brought  with  him  a 
very  pretty  young  woman,  whom  he 
“ called  his  daughter,  though  flie  was  in 
“ reality  his  miftrefs.  While  he  ftayed 
‘‘  here  he  contra6ted  a number  of  debts, 
“ and  being  unable  to  difdiarge  them,  he 
“ went  olf  with  his  miftrefs,  to  Brunfw'ic 
and  Berlin.  He  has  not  been  heard  of 
“ fince.  The  credulous  and  prejudiced 
people  accufe  him  of  having  been  gained 
“ by  the  Danifh  Court;  and  they  believe 
that  he  adminidered  a flow  poifon  to  the 
“ Queen,  before  his  departure;  but,  I am 
“ not  at  all  inclined  to  join  in  fuch  a 
“ fufpicion,'^ 


* The  same  Prince  who  has  since  been  Emperor,  by 
the  name  of  Leopold  the  Second. 
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If  Mantefs  evidence  and  opinion  we  re 
not  lufficient  to  do  away  fo  unjuft  and 
abfurd  an  imputation,  the  circumftances  of 
the  Queen  of  Denmark's  diforder,  as  well 
as  a knowledge  of  the  general  date  of  her 
health  and  conftitution,  would  fufllce,  in 
my  judgment,  to  difprove  the  idea  ol 
poifon.  I have  already  remarked,  that  Ihe 
was  of  a very  full  habit,  and  at  all  times 
inclined  to  inflammatory  complaints.  She 
had  been  twice  attacked  with  a fever,  limilar 
to  that  which  carried  her  off,  in  the  courle 
of  the  year  preceding  her  deccafe.  Th<i 
month  of  May  1775  began  with  very 
warm  weather ; and  the  Queen  who  was 
accuftomed  to  ufe  violent  exercife,  had  pro- 
bably over-heated  her  blood  by  walking. 
When  thefe  particulars  are  impartially 
confidered,  they  fufliciently  explain  the 
caufes  of  her  death,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  poifon  or  to  infe6llon. 

In  her  perfon  ihe  w^as  more  than  agree- 
able, and  might  be  pronounced  handlbmc, 
had  ihe  not  been  too  large.  It  is  probable, 
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if  {he  had  lived  many  years,  {he  would 
have  become  corpulent,  though  fhe  endea- 
voured by  temperance  and  fevere  exercife, 
to  reprefs  that  tendency.  Her  complexion, 
like  all  the  Princes  of  her  Houfe,  was  very- 
fair,  her  nofe  well  formed,  her  eyes  elo- 
quent and  expreffive,  her  under-lip  too 
large ; and  in  fpeaking,  (lie  had  a degree 
of  quicknefs,  which  neverthelefs  became 
her.  She  had  fine  teeth,  fmall  and  regular. 
Of  her  manners,  as  well  as  of  her  talents, 
accomplilhments  and  qualities  of  mind,  I 
have  already  made  mention.  When  her 
hiflory  is  better  knownj  and  more  im- 
partially appreciated,  poilerity  will  do 
‘ juftice  to  her  memory.  They  will  place 
her,  if  not  among  the  number  of  great, 

' yet  certainly  in  the  lift  of  amiable  and 
unfortunate  Princeftes.  They  will  con- 
fnler  her  errors  as  the  refult  more  of 
fituation,  example,  and  court-fedu6lion, 
than  of  charafter  or  intention.  That  they 
were  overbalanced  and  obliterated  by  her 
misfortunes,  cannot  be  denied.  Her  early 

death 
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death  renders  her  peculiarly  an  obje6l,  at 
once  of  commiferation  and  regret.  It 
took  place  at  a very  critical  moment,  and 
is  not  the  leaft  lingular  circumftance  at- 
tending her  deftiny.  I lhall  probably  renew 
my  correfpondence  from  Berlin. 
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Brinifwic. — Kei^nin^  Ducliefs  of  Briwfu'ic 
WolfenbiLltle. — Btrlin.—Defa'iptlon  of  Unit 
Capital,  ' ‘ 

Bekl!\,  October  19th,  1777. 
JN  my  journey  from  Zell  to  this  city,  !• 
paffed  three  or  four  days  at  Brunfwic,  on 
all  of  which  I dined  or  Ihpped  at  Court.  The 
Hereditary  Prince,  to  my  great  regret,  was 
abfent;  his  military  duty  and  rank  in  the 
Pruflian  forces  oblij^ino*  him  to  be  at  Potz- 
dam,  where  the  reviews  and  mana'uvres 
are  about  to  commence,  which  arc  j^cr- 
formed  there  every  autumn.  The  Heredi- 
tary Princefs,  to  whom  I had  the  honour 
of  being  known,  during  the  life  of  the 
late  Queen  of  Deniark,  at  Zell,  received 
me  very  gracioully:  but  I Ihould  be  un- 
grateful, if  I did  not  mention  in  a dif- 
tinguilhed  manner,  the  marks  of  attention 
which  I receivetl  during  my  Hay,  from 
the  reisrnins:  Duchel's  of  Brunfwic.  She 
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is  a filler  of  the  prelent  King  of  Prullia, 
and  polfelles  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
the  genius,  as  well  as  fuperiority  of  mind, 
which  in  this  age  peculiarly  chara6terize  the 
Family  of  Brandenburg,  as  they  did  in  the 
lall,  the  Houfe  of  Orange, 

Time  has  by  no  means  enfeebled  her 
mental  powers,  or  diminifhed  the  animation 
which  prevades  her  difcourfe,  though  Ihe 
has  already  palled  her  fixtieth  year.  She 
did  me  the  honour  to  converfe  with  me 
repeatedly  and  unrefervedly,  upon  many 
topics.  Hillory,  polite  letters,  poetry, 
philofophy,  travels,  were  all  tamiliar  to 
her.  1 have  fcarcely  ever  met  with  a wo- 
man in  any  walk  of  life,  who  poflelTed  an 
underllandin«;  more  enlarsfed  and  culti- 
vated.  She  remembers  Georsfe  the  Fil’d, 
whom  Ihe  had  feen  in  her  early  youth  at 
Berlin ; and  Ihe  recounted  to  me  fome. 
interefting  anecdotes  relative  to  him,  as 
well  as  to  the  old  Ele6lrefs  Sophia,  her 
great  grand-mother.  More  than  once,  in 
the  ccurfe  of  our  converfation,  die  lamented 
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the  fetters  that  her  rank  iinpofed  on  her,  and 
the  inablJity  M'hich  it  inflicled  of  vifiting 
various  countries  of  Europe.  “ How 
much,''  faid  (lie  to  me,  “ do  I envy 
3’ou  that  gratification,  the  renunciation 
of  which  is  dearly"  purchafed  by  ail  that 
birth,  or  fortune,  or  eIe\ation  can  be- 
(low!"  I was  as  much  penetrated  with 
her  condefcenfion  and  unreferve,  as  I was 
charmed  by  her  capacity  and  love  of  know- 
ledge. If  flie  had  been  placed  on  a niore 
confpicious  theatre,  flie  would,  I am  per- 
iuaded,  have  acquired  great  celebrity':  but 
ihe  is  loft  in  a German  Court  of  the  fecond 
onler, ' fuch  as  Brunfwic.  AVho  would 
ever  have  heard  of  Catherine  the  Second, 
had  flic  remained  at  Stettin,  or  at  Zerbft, 
in  her  original  obfcurity?  It  is  fortune 
alone  which  can  call  out  extraordinary 
abilities,  and  place 'them  in  their  proper 
Iphere.  Neither  Richlieu,  nor  Colbert, 
nor  Alberoni,  however  eminent  their  ta- 
lents, would  have  denied  their  obligations 
lo  that  goddefs. 


I have 
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I have-faid  nothing  to  you  of  the  Reign- 
ing Duke  of  Brunfvvic,  who  is  now^  about 
hxty-four,  and  in  a date  of  great  caducit3^ 
I w’as  prefentcd  to  him  ; but  he  no  longer 
eats  in  public,  hiice  he  has  been  vifited 
by  a paralytic  ftroke,  fifteen  months  ago- 
it  is  nevertlielefs  eafy  to  perceive,  in  fpite 
of  his  perfonal  infirmities,  that  he  has 
formerly  been  handfome  and  well-made. 
His  articulation  is  become  very  indifiinci, 
and  his  confiitiu  ion  to  I ally  enteebled.  I 
could  not  look  at  him,  without  refle^ling 
on  the  different  deftiny  of  his  two  brothers. 
One,  tlie  unfortunate  Anthon}-"  Ulrick, 
(father  of  the  more  wretched  Ivan  the 
Third  Emperor  of  Ruffia,)  ftill,  I beheve, 
exifts  in  exile  at  Kolmogoiy,  near  Arch- 
angel, among  the  perpetual  fnows,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Arctic  Circle.  The  other. 
Prince  Ferdinand  commanded,  as  j^ou  will 
recolleft,  with  diftinguiffied  reputation,  the 
allied  armies,  during  the  lalt  war  in  German}*, 
and  is  now*  altogether  retired  from  public  life. 

On  quitting  Brunfw  ic,  which  I could  not 
do  without  regret,  the  Hereditar}'  Princefs, 

as 
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as  a mark  of  her  prote61:ion  gave  me  letters 
of  introduction  for  the  Hereditary  Prince, 
her  hulband;  as  did  the-Princefs  Dorothea, 
for  Prince  Frederic  of  Brunfwic,  her  brother. 
To  the  politenefs  and  attention  of  the  latter 
Prince,  1 have  great  obligations,  for  rendering 
my  ftay  in  Berlin  agreeable,  as  well  as  iifefuL 
He  is,  like  all  the  Princes  of  his  family, 
in  the  feiwice  of  Pruffia  ; and  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  he  refides  in  this 
capital.  But,  he  has  apartments  likewife  at 
the  Palace  of  “ Sans  Souci,’'  and  is  one  of  the 
few  whom  the  King  diftinguilhes  b}^  marks 
of  his  neculiar  regard  and  alfe61:ion.  It  is 

1 O 

from  Prince  Frederic  of  Bruniwic,  that  1 
have  received  the  only  minute  detail  of  his 
uncle^s  private  life,  occupations,  pleafures, 
and  manner  of  appropriating  his  time ; 
particulars,  on  the  accuracy  and  exactitude 
©f  which  the  mod  pcrfeCl  reliance  may  be 
placed,  and  which  are  objects  of  the  mod 
natural,  as  well  as  liberal  curiofity! 

I mud  here  premife,  that  I have  not 
been  prefented  to  his  Prudian  Majedy ; 
a misfortune,  as  well  as  a didinClion, 

for 
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tor  which  I am  indebted  to  the  “ Tour 
“ round  the  Baltic/'  The  freedom  wdtli 
which  I ventured  to  animadvert  in  that 
work,  on  the  partition  of  Poland,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  treatment  of  the  city  of 
Diintzic  by  Frederic,  have  excited  his  Ma- 
jehy's  refentment.  It  w^as  fignified,  through 
the  medium  of  his  minifter,  to  the  Britilh 
Envoy  Mr.  Elliot,  that  my  being  prefented 
at  Court  would  not  be  agreeable.  I am  at  a 
lofs  to  determine,  whether  I ought  to  con- 
lider  fuch  an  exclufion  as  fubje^l  of  pride,' 
or  of  mortification;  hnce  I certainly  can- 
not either  repent,  or  retriict  the  fentiments 
which  have  occafioned  it.  But,  the  friend- 
ftiip  of  Prince  Frederic  has  procured  mo 
an  occahon  of  feeing  the  King  more  at  mv 

O O ^ 

eafe  than  I could  have  done  at  his  levee, 
fending  an  ofiicer  who  conducted  me,  a few 
mornings  ago,  to  the  Princefs  Amelia's  Pa- 
lace,  in  the  “ Rue  Guillaume,”  where  his 
Majelty  breakfaited. 

I had  there  the  gratilication  of  confider- 
ing  him  for  a few  minutes,  divefted  of  the 
1 4 rdtraint 
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reftmlnt  impofed  by  the  forms  of  a Court* 
The  King  of  Pruffia,  unlike  mofl  of  the  other 
Sovereigns  of  Europe,  is  neither  to  be  feen, 
except  on  very  particular  occafions,  by  viht- 
ing  the  capital  of  his  dominions ; nor  is  it  at 
Berlin  that  his  chara6ler  can  be  ftudied,  or 
his  a6lions  inveftigated.  So  limited  and  re- 
ftrained  is  the  communication  between 
this  metropolis  and  Potzdam,  that  fcarcely 
any  thing  tranfpires  here  which  is  tranf- 
a6ted  there,  till  feveral  days  afterwards. 
The  King  may  be  dangeroully  indifpofed, 
without  its  being  generally  known,  or 
without  the  nature  of  his  illnefs  being  well 
underllood.  At  Vienna,  and  at  Drefden, 
they  are  often  better  acquainted  with  the 
private  tranfa6lions  of  Frederic,  than  in  his 
own  capital,  only  twenty  miles  from  the 
place  of  his  refidence.  Such  is  the  policy, 
and  fuch  are  the  precautions  of  that  able 
and  extraordinary  Prince! 

Before,  however,  I enter  on  the  examin- 
ation of  his  chara6ler,  and  the  leading 
events  of  his  reign,  I muft  fay  a few  words 

relative 
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relative  to  Beilin.  They  fhall  be  few,  in 
compliance  with  the  general  principle  which 
I have  laid  down  for  my  conduCl,  of  deferib- 
ing  men,  not  cities.  Unlike  Paris,  London, 
or  Madrid,  this  place  recalls  to  the  beholder 
at  every  ftep,  the  image,  the  genius,  and  th» 
a6lions  of  the  reigning  Sovereign.  It  is  a 
fpecies  of  mirror,  in  which  Frederic  is  per- 
petually feen,  either  as  the  General,  the 
Archite6t,  or  the  Mafter.  Peter  the  Great 
is  not  more  conftantly  prefent  to  the  imagi- 
nation at  Peterlburgh,  than  is  the  prefent 
King  of  Pruflia  at  Berlin.  He  is  befides,  the 
Palladio  of  his  own  Capital.  I have  feen 
him  riding  llowly  through  the  principal 
ftreets,  accompanied  only  by  his  nephew . 
Prince  Frederic  of  Brunfwic,  a General 
Officer,* and  three  or  four  attendants;  giving 
exa6l  diredions  relative  to  every  fi:ru61ure, 
and  examining  with  his  glafs  at  his  eye,  the 
progrefs  of  the  works  undertaken  for  its 
improvemenf  or  embelliffiment. 

Like  Peterlburgh,  this  city  is  magni- 
ficent, regular,  and  has  fprung  up  in  a great 
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ineafuve  fince  the  be'ginning  of  the  prefent 
century.  It  cxifted  indeed  previoufly;  but 
only  eighty  years  ago,  it  contained  fcarcely 
more  than  twenty-five  thoufand  inhabitants! 
•They  now  eltimatc  the  population  at  above 
a hitndrcd  and  twenty  thoufand.  In  the 
centre  of  Berlin,  a ftranger  finds  himfelf  com- 
pletely furrounded  by  a groupe  of  palaces 
or  public  buildings  of  the  mod  linking 
kind.  Several  of  thefe  edifices  owe  their 
conllrii6lion  to  the  prefent  King;  and  on  the 
front  of  the  Opera  Houfe,  which  he  built 
at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  we  read  the 
Ihort  and  clallic  infcription  adixed  by  him- 
felf, “ Fredericus  Rex,  Apollini,  et  Miifis/' 
His  univerfal  and  creative  genius  has  how- 
ever been  conllantly  intent  on  maintaining 
the  fpirlt  of  military  enthufiafm,  in  the  midlt 
of  the  arts  of  peace,  and  among  all  the  dif- 
play  of  architeHure,  talle,  or  magnifience.. 
Wc  never  ceale  to  recolle6l  that  we  are  in  a 
country,  where  from  the  fovercign  to  the 
pcafant,  every  man  is  born  a ibldier.  But,  • 
it  is  in  the  Garrifon  Church,  that  thofe 
• ■ ^ . feelings 
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feelings  are  peculiarly  awakened,  animated, 
and  called  into  action.  ' 

I was  prefent  at  the  fervice  performed 
there,  fome  days  ago.  Nothing  in  ancient 
Rome,  or  Sparta,  could  have  been  more 
ably  and  artfully  calculated  to  mix  the  love 
of  glory  with  the  rites  of  religious  worlhip. 
Nothing  can  be  more  calculated  to  raife  the 
Prufiian  foldier  in  his  own  eftimation,  above 
thofe  of  other  European  States.  No  relics, 
Ihints,  or  fhrines  are  there  to  be  found  : 
the  mufic,  ornaments,  and  decorations  are 
all  military,  and  all  appropriate.  Trophies 
and  eniigns,  gained  in  battle,  float  from  the 
roof  in  every  part  of  the  edifice.  They 
remind  the  veteran  of  his  pafl;  exploits,  and 
carry  him,  in  the  niidll  of  devotion,  to  the 
feene  of  his  valour  at  Rofbach,  at  Lifla,  or 
at  Torgau.  .They  foften  the  anguifh  of  his 
wounds,  awaken  the  mofi;  grateful  recol- 
ledions  in  his  bofom,  and  render  him  a 
participator  in  the  fame  of  his  Sovereign, 
The  four  heroes  of  the  Pruflian  monarchy 
who  fell  in  battle,  Schwerin,  Keith, 

' H 2 Winter*-^ 
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Winterfcldt,  and  Kleift,  are  elevated  on 
four  pedellals,  lurmounted  vvitli  emblems 
of  war  and  victory.  He  who  can  relilt 
the  combined  elFe6t  of  fo  many  objects, 
a6ting  at  once  upon  the  ferries,  the  affec- 
tions, and  the  undeiftanding,  mufl  be  en- 
dowed with  more  than  common  apathy. 

If,  however,  Berlin  lliikes  by  its  re- 
gularity and  the  magnificence  of  its  public 
buildings,  it  impreffes  not  lefs  forcibly  with 
a fentiment  of  melancholy.  It  is  neither 
enriched  by  commerce,  enlivened  by  the 
general  refidence  of  the  Sovereign,  nor 
animated  by  induftry,  biifinefs,  and  free- 
dom. Ai^  air  of  lilence  and  dejection 
reigns  in  the  Itre^s,  wliere  at  noon-day 

fcarcely  any  palfengers  are  feen  except 

foldiers.  The  population,  much  as  it  has 
augmented  during  the  prefent  reign,  is 

itill  very  unecpial  to  the  extent  and  magni- 
^ ude  of  the  city.  Oftentation  and  vanity, 
more  thaa  utility  or  neceliity,  feem  to 
have  imjxdled  Frederic  to  enlarge  and  em- 
bellilh  his  capital.  The  fplendid  fronts  of 
. ' the 
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the  fineft  houfes,  frequently  conceal  poverty 
and  wretchednefs.  A colonnade,  hardly 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Louvre,  proves  when 
iiifpe^lcd,  to  be  only  a cafern,  or  a barrack. 
We  are  lidt  dlfappointed,  and  in  the  end 
difgufted  with  this  deception.  Peterfliurgli, 
though  lituatc  in  a much  more  inclement 
latitude,  has  a thoufand  natural  and  politi- 
cal advantages,  which  are  fought  in  vain 
at  Berlin.  The  Neva  itfelf,  at  the  former 
city,  flowing  majeltically  from  the  lake 
Ladoga  into  the  gulf  of  Finland,  is  at  once 
a fublime  and  pleafing  obje6t,  covered  with  ' 
ihips,  and  exhibiting  a feene  perpetually 
varying  as  well  as  gay.  Here,  the  little 
river  Spree  creeps  along,  unnoticed  and 
forgotten.  Like  London,  Berlin  is  com- 
pofed  entirely  of  brick ; for  there  are,  un- 
fortunately, no  quarries  of  {tone  in  its  vici- 
nity. They  mafle  indeed  the  exterior  of 
the  houfes  with  plafter  or  ftucco ; but  it 
foon  falls  off,  and  betrays  the  original  mean- 
nefs  of  the  materials.  The  King  too  ap. 
pears  to  be  more  fond  of  coidtrudting  than 
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of  repairing,  though  he  compels  fuch  of 
his  fubjefts  as  build,  to  conform  to  the  rules 
of  architecture,  and  to  adopt  the  elevation 
or  plan  of  the  adjoining  houfes. 

Nothing  can  be  more  deftitutc  of  beauty, 
variety,  or  fertility,  than  the  environs  of 
Berlin.  On  every  fide  ftretches  an  expanfe 
of  fand,  and  as  fopn  as  a carriage  pafles  the 
gates,  it  is  buried  up  to  the  axle-trees. 
Scarcely  any  trees,  except  firs,  are  to  be 
feen ; and  even  from  hence  to  Potzdam, 
the  intermediate  country  is  in  many  parts 
almoft  a ^vildernefs,  The  morafs  wliich  fur- 
rounds  Peterfburgh,  is  not  fo  dreary  ; and 
the  fiivage  rocks,  dcftitiite  of  vegetation, 
amidft  Avhich  Stockholm  is  built,  are  at  lealt 
undulated,  romantic,  and  pi6turefqiic.  Even 
Hanover,  thougli  certainly  not  placed  in  a 
favoured  pofition,  or  in  a fertile  foil,  yet  is 
preferable  in  thefo  relpe6ls  to  the  Pruflian 
capital.  I lhall  fay  no  more  however  rela- 
tive to  it : nor  Ihould  1 have  gone  into  fo 
lara'O  a detail,  if  I did  not  conlider  it  as  in- 
timately  conuoHed  with  the  charafter  and 

genius 
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{genius  of  the  King.  Other  cities  are  con- 
llru6^ed  or  embellihiecl,  at  leaft  in  fome  de- 
gree, by  the  people,  in  proportion  to  the 
commerce,  opulence,  or  grandeur  of  the 
State.  But,  .the  moft  - beautiful  part  of 
Berlin,  the  “ Fredericftadt,”  is  almoft  ex- 
c.lufively  the  work  of  Frederic.  The  “ Me- 
“ moires  de  la  Maifon  de  Brandebourg” 
are  fcarcely  more  his  own  produ6lion.  In- 
deed, by  no  means  as  much  fo,  if  we  may 
believe  thofe  who  wilh  to  detract  from  his 
literary  merit.  I am  however  of  a different 
opinion ; nor  can  I fee  any  thing  in  that 
performance,  to  which,  without  the  aid  of 
Voltaire  or  D’Alembert,  the  talents  of  the 
King  are  unequal.  It  is  only  when  he  con- 
defeends  to  affeft  their  manner,  that  we  feel 
inclined  to  difpute  his  originality. 
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' LETTER  IV. 

Etamindtion  of  the  Character  and  A&hns  of 
Frederic  the  Second,  King  of  Prujfia. 

Berlin,  October  23,  1777. 

IT  is  diliicult  to  contemplate,  and  ftill 
more  difficult  to  delineate  a charader 
fo  interefling  as  that  of  the  prefent  King 
of  Pruffia,  without  feeling  a degree  of  en- 
thufiafm  allied  to  partiality.  Perhaps,  if  we 
except  Caefar  in  antiquity,  no  Prince  of  any 
a^e  has  exhibited  fuch  a combination  of 

r O 

talents,  equally  adapted  to  the  field  and  I0 
the  cabinet,  to  aftiye  as  v.ell  as  fpeculativo 
life.  But,  like  Caefar,  he  is  not  exempt 
from  'infirmities,  faults,  and  defeefs  of 
many  kinds ; in  fqme  of  which  he  bears 
too  clofe  a refcmblance  to  the  Roman 
Dictator.  A reign  of  feven-and-thlrly 
years,  paffiod  in  perpetual  viciffitudes  of 
^ar  and  peace,  has  given  him  fcope  for 

the 
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the  (lifplay  of  all  his  abilities.  His  mili- 
tary {kill  and  refources  have  defervedly 
placed  him  amon^  the  firft  Commanders  of 
the  prefent  century : while  his  bold,  deci- 
live,  and  vigorous  policy  has  added  exten- 
live  provinces  to  his  dominions ; and  has 
raifed  him  from  a Sovereign  of  the  lecond 
order,  almoft  to  an  equality  with  the  firft 
crowned  heads  in  Europe.  His  legiflative 
labors,  and  his  beneficial  exertions  for  en- 
riching, peopling,  and  fertilizing  his  country' 
Jay  claim  to  our  approbation,  and  are  wife, 
as  well  as  highly  meritorious.  Even  his  lei- 
fure  has  not  been  without  utility  to  the 
world,  while  it  has  been  rendered  emi- 
nently fubfervient  to  his  ow  n perfonal  fame. 
His  compofitions,  hiftorical,  political,  and 
poetic,  will  be  read  in  future  times,  if  not 
with  admiration,  at  lead  with  pleafure  and 
improvement.  When  we  refle6t  on  thefo 
circumftances,  can  we  wonder  that  he  has 
pttra6fed  the  iiniverfal.  attention  of  man- 
kind, and  that  every  other  contemporary 
Prince  finks  into  comparative  obfcurity 
near  him 

But^ 
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But,  while  I admit  his  claim  to  ini- 
mortiility,  I am  not  difpofed  to  be  his  pano- 
oyrift;  and  much  as  w^e  admire,  we  are  little 
tempted  to  love  him.  Ambition  from  the 
hour  of  his  acceifion  to  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, has  been  his  only  real  pafiion.  Nei- 
ther the  faith  of  treaties,  nor  the  law's  of 
nations,  nor  the  principles  of  jiiltice  and 
equity,  have  ever  fiifliciently  reftrained 
him  from  purfuing  the  aggrandizement  of 
the  Pruriian  monarcliy.  "J'he  conqucd 
of  Silcfia,  under  all  the  circumitances  w hirh 
accompanied  it,  can  fcarcely  be  juifified  : the 
partition  of  Poland  however  its  injultice  may 
feem  to  be  dimlnilhed  by  the  concurrence 
of  Auftria  and  Rufiia,  was  an  a61  that  re- 
volted every  mind  not  infenllble  to  the  dil- 
tinctions  of  rl2;ht  and  wrong.  His  own 
glory,  more  than  the  felicity  of  his  people, 
has  conllituted,  at  every  period  of  his 
reign,  the  rule  of  his  political  conduH. 
Though  not  cruel,  he  is  neverthelefs  in 
feme  rcfpe61s  oppreflive : though  he  rarely 
]>ermits  capital  puniibments,  he  exafis  pe- 
cuniary 
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cuniary  contributions  from  his  fubjefts, 
fcarcely  Ids  fubverlive  of  their  domefiic 
happinefs,  than  would  refult  from  the  utmod; 
feverity  of  penal  laws.  His  vigilance,  it  is 
true,  never  llecps  or  intermits  ; and  he  is 
felt  on  the  diftant  frontier  of  Courkind,  or 
of  Cleves,  at  the  two  extremities  of  his  do- 
minions, almoft  as  much  as  here  at  Berlin.' 
But,  fo  was  Philip  the  Second,  the  moft 
odious  tyrant  of  modern  times.  It  is  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  own  greatnefs  alone,  that 
Frederic  wakes.  Even  his  pleafures  are 
gloomy,  philofophic,  and  folitary.  Love 
never  invaded  the  privacy  of  “ Sans  Souci,"’ 
nor  foftened  the  auilere  and  chee riels  hours 
of  Frederic's  private  life.  He  is  great,  but 
not  amiable;  we,  render  homage  to  his  ta- 
lents, his  reputation,  and  his  victories  : but' 
we  delire  to  live  under  a more  benig-n  and' 
unambitious  Prince.  We  are  pleafed  to 
vilit  Berlin,  as  an  obje6l  of  liberal  curiofity  j 
but  Me  prefer  the  relidence  of  London, 
pf  Vienna,  or  of  Naples, 
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Frederic  the  Second  is  the  oldeft  reigning 
Sovereign  in  Europe,  and  has  nearly  com- 
])leted  his  fixty-lixth  year.  His  confti- 
tiition,  naturally  found,  if  not  vigorous, 
jlill  retains  its  force ; and  his  body  is  accul- 
tormid  to,  as  well  as  Hill  capable  of  great 
liitigue.  The  gout,  and  the  infirmities  al- 
moll  infeparably  attendant  on  his  period 
of  life,  have  indeed  enfeebled  his  legs ; 
but,  w’hen  once  on  horfeback,  and  feated  in 
the  faddle,  he  is  equal  to  prodigious  etforts, 
fidlained  for  a very  conlidcrable  length  of 
time.  He  is  of  a middle  lize,  inclined  to 
thin,  and  he  (loops  in  walking  or  in  riding. 
His  face,  though  now  become  wrinkled, 
more  perhaps  by  fatigues  and  agitations, 
than  from  the  progrefs  of  age,  or  the 
e(le6ls  of  difeafe,  is  one  of  the  mod  ani- 
mated and  interefting  ever  beheld.  There 
is  in  it  a fire  and  an  intelligence,  which 
widely  diftinguilhes  him  from  common 
men.  Every  line  and  every  feature  may  be 
dudied,  and  have  their  meaning.  His  eye 
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Is  uncommonly  clear  and  brilliant,  though 
lie  is  lb  lliort-fighted,  as  ufually  to  have 
recourlb  to  a glafs,  even  when  on  horle- 
back.  He  has  a bold  and  fmely-formed, 
but  not  an  aqiuline  nol’e.  Ot  his  hair, 
time  has  only  fpared  Ibme  few  thin  and 
fcattered  locks,  about  the  crown  of  his 
head.  In  order  to  fupply  the  w'ant,  he 
wears  falfe  curls  and  a long  queue. 

Nothing  can  be  fo  limple  as  his  drefs, 

• 

which  never  varies.  It  is  Indeed  fcarely 
exempt  from  the  imputation  of  mean- 
nefs,  and  by  no  means  ahvays  intitled  to 
the  praife  of  cleanlinefs.  His  coat  is  a 
plain  uniform  of  common  blue  cloth,  with- 
out ornament  or  embroidery  of  any  kind. 
On  his  breaft  appears  the  Itar  of  the  Pruffian 
Order  of  the  “ Black  Eagle  but  he  very 
rarely  wears  the  riband,  or  other  infignia. 
He  is  ahvays  booted,  as  becomes  a foldier  ; 
and  thole  who  fee  him  conftantly,  have 
fcarely  ever  beheld  his  legs.  Round  his 
middle  is  tied  his  falh.  Charles  the  Twelfth 
of  Sweden  might  have  wmrn  Frederic’s 
fword,  without  departing  from  the  chara- 

teriitic 
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terUtlc  funplicity  of  his  clrefs.  It  is  a mi- 
litary one,  perfe6Hy  unornamentecl,  with 
a plain  llher  hilt,  to  which  hangs  a Iword- 
knot.  His  hat  is  of  a monltrous  fizc,  fur- 
mounted  with  a white  Panache  or  plume. 
Either  economy,  or  careleffhefs,  or  both, 
induce  him  to  wear  his  cloatlis  as  long  as 
decency  will  permit;  indeed,  fometimes, 
rather  longer,  lie  is  accuftomed  to  order 
his  breeches  to  be  mended,  and  his  coat  to 
be  pieced  under  the  arms.  It  was  an  im- 
nliial  mark  of  attention  to  the  Great  Duke 
of  Rufua,  when  he  was  here  laft  year,  that 
the  King  made  up  a new  uniform  fuit 
and  hat,  in  honour  of  fo  iliultrioiis  a gueft. 
To  complete  the  negligence  of  his  appear- 
ance, he  takes  a great  deal  of  fnulfi  and 
lets  no  fmnll  portion  of  it  flip  through  Ills 
thumb  and  lingers,  upon  his  cloaths.  It 
muft  bo  owned  that  this  cuftom  gives  him 
fometimes  almoft  a difgufting  air.  Yet, 
acrols  fo  much  neglect  and  contempt  of 
external  Ibrms,  1 think  one  may  eafily, 
without  any  aid  of  imagination,  perceive 
the  hero,  the  philofophcr,  and  the  King. 

Through 
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'iliroHirli  every  ])art  of  the  royal  houfe- 
holdj  there  reigns  a fimillar  iiinpllcity, 
which  Ih'oiigly  coiitrafts  with  the  exterior 
of  Royalty  in  other  Courts.  Much  of  it 
doubtlefs  originates  in  his  diilike  offlicw, 
and  foinething  mull  be  attributed  to  pecu- 
niary motives.  In  di veiling  himfclf  of  the 
pom[)  attendant  on  fovercign  power,  the 
King,  befides  the  (‘mancipation,  avoids  the 
expence  connefted  with  it ; and  in  this 
part  of  his  chara^der,  as  in  many  others, 
he  refembles  his  father,  much  more  than 
his  grandfather.  Frederic  the  FiHl,  th(^ 
moil  ollentatious,  expenlive,  and  magnifi- 
cent of  Princes,  delighted  in  the  pageantry 
and  ceremonial  of  a Court.  Frederic 
William,  the  late  King,  economical  almoil 
to  parfnnony,  detefted  fuch  vain  exhibi- 
tions ; and  was  ftipremely  liappy  to  fmoke 
and  drink  among  his  otlicers,  in  an  obfeure 
guard-room,  or  a fuinmer  houfe.  Never 
was  any  contrail  greater,  nor  dillimilarity 
more  complete,  than  between  the  two  lall 
Kings  cf  Pruflia. 


When 
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Wien  his  prefent  Majelly  is  at  “ Sans 
Soiici/"  he  is  imatlehded  by  nny  regular 
guard.  A corporal  and  four  foldiers  are 
fent  there  from  Potzdam  towards  evenins: 
and  they  withdraw  at  daybreak.  Indeed, 
their  pre fence  is  not  meant  for  the  pro- 
tcftion  of  the  King^s  perfon  ; but  merely 
to  fecure  his  peaches  and  apricots  from  de- 
vaftation,  to  which  they  might  otherwife 
be  liable.  He  repofes  in  perfect  iecurit3"» 
if  not  on  the  affe6tions,  at  leafl  on  the  obe- 
dience, fubmiffion,  and  admiration  of  his 
fubje6fs.  His  table  as  well  as  his  drefs  arc 
fubjected  to  certain  rules,  w hich  in  fomc  mea- 
fure  mark  his  charaHer,  and  which  become 
interefling  on  that  account.  No  Prince  is 
better  ferved,  though  without  any  fplendour 
or  magnificence.  He  is,  indeed  by  no  means 
infenfible  to  the  phyfical  pleafiirc  of  eating, 
confidered  as  diltin6f  from  the  conviviality 
of  the  table ; but,  as  he  does  not  like  to  eat 
alone,  a fmall  number  of  perfons,  ufually 
officers  of  rank,  are  every  day  invited  to  his 
dinner.  The  Emperor  Gallienus  was  not  a' 
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mere  accurate  proficient  in  the  fcience  of 
•cookery,  than  is  Frederic.  > He  has,  it  i* 
true,  only  eight  diihes  generally  ferved  up; 
but  each  is  drelTed  by  a feparate  cook, 
and  each  is  excellent  in  its  kind.  ‘ Four  are 
•French,  two  Italian,  and  the  remainins:  two 
are  accommodated  to  his  Majefty's  parti- 
cular talte.  It  muft  be  admitted,  that  fo 
much  attention  to  the  gratification  of  ap- 
petite, favours  more  of  the  fchool  of  Epi- 
curus, than  of  Zeno.  Philofopher  as  he 
affefts  to  be,  the  Father  of  the  Portico  is 
not  his  model. 

In  his  defiert  the  King  is  expenfive  and 
fplendid,  fparing  neither  endeavours  noi* 
money,  in  order  to  procure  the  moft  deli^ 
cate  fruits  in  abundance.  The  produ6tions 
of  the  tropical,  as  well  as  temperate 
climates,  are  heaped  before  him.  He  eats 
plentifully,  and  drinks  gaily  as  well  as 
freely,  of  his  favourite  wine3,  which  are  ' 
Burgundy  and  Champagne.  I am  affured 
that  he  commonly  fwallows  near  a bottle 
of  the  former,  and  of  the  latter  fome 

I glaffes^ 
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glafles,  every  day.  But  in  “ liqueurs'’^  he 
rarely  indulges,  and  he  touches  no  fupper. 
He  lleeps  without  either  a night-cap,  or 
any  covering  about  his  head.  When  he 
rifes  in  the  morning,  his  firft  operation  is  to 
pull  on  his  Itockings,  before  he  quits  the  bed, 
and  then  his  boots  over  them.  His  hair 
and  beard  are  difpatched  in  a fe^v  minutes, 
by  the  firft  valet  or  footman  who  prefents 
iiimfelf.  The  Princefs  Amelia  his  lifter, 
ufed  formerly  to  make  his  Ihirts;  but,  as 
Ihe  has  of  late  years  become  incapable, 
from  difeafe  and  infirmity,  of  continuing 
the  pra£lice,  he  is  obliged  to  receive  them 
from  other  hands. 

. The  u])propriation  of  his  time,  his  occu- 
pations, and  amufements,  is  regulated  with 
fcrupulous  accuracy,  and  never  varies  ex-' 
cept  when  he  is  abfent  from  “Sans  Souci.’^ 
My  uncle,"  lirid  Prince  Frederic  of 
Brunfwic  to  me,  “ rifes  in  fummer  at  four 
“ in  the  morning,  and  even  in  winter  at 
liy<?,  or  foon  afterwards.  He  breakiafts 
“ quite,  alone,  on  ehopolate;  and  till  ten 

. T “o'clock 
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“ o’clock  he  is  entirely  occupied  in  tranf- 
“ acting  affairs  otTiate,  which  hedifpatches 
“ in  perfoii,  with  rigorous  exactitude.  From 
“ that  hour  till  near  noon,  he  goes  firft  to 
“ the  parade,  then  walks,  or  as  is  more 
“ commonly  his  cuftoin,  mounts  on  horl’e- 
“ back,  if  his  health  permit.  He  returns 
‘‘  to  the  Palace  of  Potzdam,  or  to  “ Sans 

“ Soucl,”  before  twelve,  and  fits  down  to 

\ 

“ dinner  precifely  at  noon,  ilfter  the  repair, 
“ lie  ufually  remains  fome  time  at  table, 
“ wliere  he  unbends  himlelf  in  converfation 
“ with  thofe  about  him.  His  afternoon  is 
“ divided  between  books  and  mulic,  in  the 
“ latter  of  which  he  is  a connoiffeur  and  a 
“ performer.  At  fix,  one  of  his  fecretaries 
“ enters,  and  reads  to  him  fuch  letters  as 
“ are  addreffed  to  him  upon  literary  fub- 
“ jefts,  or  any  intelligence  relative  to  that 
“ line  of  correfpondence.  He  dictates  his 
“ replies  immediately.  The  King  eats  no 
“ flipper,  but  retires  to  his  chamber  at 
“ nine,  and  goes  dire6tly  to  bed.  Such  is 
‘‘  his  conftant  mode  of  life." 

' I3 
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The  empire  of  the  mind  over  the  body 
was,  perhaps,  never  more  forcibly  exem- 
plified than  in  Frederic.  Neither  fatigue, 
nor  perfonal  infirmity,  nor  indifpofition, 
unlefs  of  the  feverefl  kind,  feem  to  have  any 
power  over  *him.  He  can  force  himfclf 
to  almofl  any  exertions,  and  of  tliis  faculty 
?ie  has  given  a thoufand  proofs.  A fin- 
gular  inlbmce  happened  only  three  weeks 
fince.  The  annual  reviews  and  manoeuvres, 
performed  at  Potzdam  in  the  autumn,  had 
been  poftponed  more  than  once,  on  account 
. of  his  inability  to  aflift  at  them  in  perfon. 
His  complaints  were  of  a nature  which 
rendered  it  dillicult  as  well  as  dangerous  for 

O 

him  to  appear  in  public  ; his  Majeliy  being 
troubled  with  bolls,  that  incapacitated  him 
for  fitting  Ills  horfe.  After  feveral  delays, 
the  reviews  were  however  at  length  fixed  for 
a certain  day.  Contrary  to  all  expeftation, 
the  King  came  on  the  ground  w'hen  the 
troops  were  drawn  up,  placed  himfelf  at 
their  head,  and  led  them  to  the  charge 
' in  perfon.  He  fupportcd  the  firft  days 

fatigue 

> ' O 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  II7 

fatigue  tolerably  well ; but  on  the  fecond, 
when  he  attempted  to  difmount  from  his 
horfe,  fuch  was  his  ftate  of  weaknefs,  and 
fo  exhauhed  was  he,  that  he  immediately 
fainted.  This  effe6i  of  his  exertions  did  not 
prevent  him  from  commanding  on  the  third 
and  laft  day,  nor  from  going  through  every 
evolution  with  his  foldiery. 

The  annual  reviews  in  the  vicinity  of 
Berlin,  which  ufually  take  place  in  the  month 
ofMay,are  open  to  theinfpe6lion  of  ftrangers 
from  e\  ery  European  nation ; but  in  thofe 
of  Potzdam,  the  utmolt  fecrecy  is  preferved. 
A veil  is  drawn  acrofs  them  ; and  neither 
rank,  nor  intereil,  nor  favour,  can  procure 
admifiion  to  be  prefen  t at  their  performance. 
Any  perfon  who,  incited  by  curiolily, 
fliould  venture  under  a borrowed  name,  or 
in  difguife,  to  intrude  as  a fpe6iator,  would 
probably  experience  a fevere  and  humi- 
liating punilhment.  Such  examples  have 
occurred.  The  King  referves  to  himfelf 
- and  to  his  general  officers  exclufively,  the 
manoeuvres  at  Potzdam,  as  a fchool  where 

1 3 experi- 
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experiments  in  the  fcience  of  tactics  may 
be  made,  Mhich  other  Princes  and  troops 
are  only  permitted  fubfeqiiently  to  learn 
by  their  experience  or  misfortune  in  war. 
Pven,  if  the  Pruffian  difcipline  were  not 
really  fuperior  to  that  of  Auflria,  France,  or 
Kuffia;  yet  the  myftery,  and  the  precautions 
that  are  ufed  to  conceal  it  from  public  view, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  a great  efTeft.  Ob- 
feurity  is  one  of  the  fined  fources  of  the 
I’ublime,  and  always  imprelTes  with  mingled 
refpect  and  terror.  Frederic  has  rifely 
availed  himfelf  of  every  circumftance  which 
may  augment  the  confidence  of  his  own 
foldiers,  and  intimidate  the  enemy. 

It  is  in  tlie  vaft  detail  of  date  which  he 
embraces,  that  we  find  matter  of  peculiar 
wonder,  as  well  as  admiration.  No  Sove- 
reign ever  knew  better  the  value  of  time,  or 
apportioned  it  more  fydematically.  His 
acil\'c  and*  comprehenfive  genius,  inured  to 
the  labour  of  the  clofet,  carries  its  refearches 
through  every  'department  of  date:  while 
his  flexible  talents  comprehend  obje6ts  the 

mod 
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itioft  ditTimilar.  He  fees,  hears,  and  re- 
plies to  all  difpatches  in  perfon,  as  much  as 
it  feems  polTible  to  be  done  by  man.  The 
meaneft  of  his  fubje6ts  can  add  refs  to  the 
throne  their  petitions  or  complaints,  without 
puffing  through  any  ofilcial  medium  ; and 
they  are  fecure  of  receiving  an  anfwer,  if 
not  of  meetinor  'with  redrels.  Numberlcis 

O 

inttances  might  be  cited,  to  prove  the  punc- 
tuality with  which  he  replies  to  letters  of 
every  kind.  Count  Dhona,  when  governor  • 
of  Koniglberg  Ibme  years  ago,  was  indebted 
a fmall  l^in  to  his  taylor;  but  which,  though 
frequently  Solicited,  he  always  declined  to 
difcharge.  The  taylor  defpairing  of  his 
own  ability'  to  enforce  payment,  addrefled 
a letter  to  the  King,  flating  his  cafe;  and 
imploring  his  Majefiy's  gracious  interfer- 
ence* in  his  behalf.  By  return  of  poft  he 
received  an  anfwer  from  Frederic,  ordering** 
him  to  wait  on  Count  Dhona  immediate!}’, 
who  woultl  have  been  preMoully  made  ac- 
quainted with  his  plcafure,  and  who  would 
infallibly  difchar^  the  .debt.  ' The  taylor 
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did  he  was  commanded,  and  procured 
from  Count  Dhona  his  money.  That  noble- 
man had  met  with  a fevere  reprimand,  ac- 
companied with  a peremptory  injunftion  not 
to  delay  the  payment  of  his  arrear.  I have 
feen  many  of  Frederick’s  letters  written  with 
liis  own  hand:  they  are  admirably  penned, 
and  frequently  contain  the  moft  delicately- 
turned  compliments.  Mr.  Collins,  an  En- 
glifh  merchant,  eftabliflied  at  Koniglbcrg, 
Avho  fends  him  annually  the  firft  fturo^eon 
taken  at  Pilaw,  never  fails  to  receive  an  an- 
fwer  to  his  letter  that  accompanies  the  pre- 
fent,  couched  in  terms  of  the  higheft  good 
breeding.  Such  attentions  from  a Sovereign, 
are  very  flattering  to  individuals.  Frederic, 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  human  heart  and 
its  fecret  fp rings,  knows  the  value  of  that 
coin,  and  frequently  ufes  it  in  payment. 

All  the  fcattered  rays  and  fundions  of 
royalty  are  concentered  in  his  perlbn  ; and 
he  can  fcarcely  with  propriety,  be  faid  to 
have  any  great  ofiicer  of  flate,  or  even  any 
firft  minifter.  Nothing  of  importance  is 

tvanfaded, 
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tranfa6led,  except  by  his  exprefs  orders;  of 
which  Count  Finckenftein  and  Hertzberg, 
who  oftenfibly  occupy  the  firft  employments 
in  the  adminiftration,  are  merely  the  exe- 
cutors. There  is,  indeed,  a nominal  Lord 
Treafurer : but,  a hufiar,  who  can  hardly 
write,  or  read,  fills  that  office  in  effe6l.  In 
'what  manner  the  King  finds  leifure  for  tlie 
\ arious  bufinefs  to  which  he  muft  neceflarily 
attend,  may  naturally  excite  furprife : but 
the  application,  order,  and  method  which 
chara6f,erize  him,  partly  explain  the  enigma. 
The  Pruffian  finances  are  regulated  with 
the  moft  fevere  economy;  and  it  is  indeed 
neceffary  that  they  fhould  be  thus  ma- 
naged, in  order  to  enable  the  Sovereign  to 
maintain  a military  force  fo  difpropor- 
tionate  to  the  pecuniary  refources  of  his 
country.  It  is  faid  that  Frederic  alone  is 
precifely  acquainted  with  the  annual  amount 
of  his  revenues,  as  well  as  with  the  various 
and  intricate  nature  of  the  taxes  and  con- 
tributions. So  complicated  is  the  fyftem 
of  the  finances,  that  I am  afllired,  it  will  be 
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no  eafy  undertaking  for-  his  fucceflbr  to* 

, alter  any  part  of  it,  without  danger  of  de- 
■ftroying  and  overturning  the  whole  fabric: 
fuch  is  the  intimate  connection  between  its 
various  parts.  Tlie  King  himfelf  is  arrived 
at  a period  of  life,  which  in  a great  meafure 
precludes  the  gratification  of  acrive  or  ex- 
penlive  pleafures.  He  has,  in  faft,  very  ' 
few ; and  even  thofe  few  are  induHed 
within  moderate  limits.  Elizabeth  w’as  not’ 
more  frugal  of  the  public  purfe.  The  main- 
tenance of  his  foldierv,  the  fecuritv  of 
his  dominions,"  the  introdu6lion  of  manu- 
fabtures,  and  the  fertilization  of  the  barren 
or  depopulated  parts  of  his  territories  ; llich 
are  the  objects  to  which  the  fuperfluity  of 
his  revenues  is  generally  deftined. 

Frederic  may  be  confidered  as  the  only 
European  Prince,  who  is  at  this  time  pof-. 
fe'lled  of  a conhderable  treafure  in  ready 
money;  and  Magdeburg  is  the  fortrefs  in 
w hich  it ’is  depofited.  Its  amount  is  un- 
certain, and  varioully,  reported ; but  that  it 
is  large,  and  annually  accumulating,  there 

• can 
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ran  be  no  doubt.  Certainly,  none  of  the 
Northern  Potentates  can  conteft  M’ith  him 
in  pecuniary  flrength.  Catherine  the  Se- 
cond, who  has  not  yet  by  any  means  reco- 
vered her  immenfe  expenditure  in  the  late 
war  againfttiieTurks,  is  compelled  to  apply 
to  Holland,  for  afliftance  in  railing  even 
a common  loan.  Sweden,  as  w'ell  as  Den- 
mark are  poor,  and  both  crowns  are  in 
debt.  Poland,  fmee  the  partition  in  1772, 
is  little  more  than  a nominal  Ibvereignty, 
inadequate  to  its  own  defence.  Even  Maria 
Thcrefd  poflelfes  fcarcely  any  treafure, 
though  her  refources,  dominions,  and  poli- 
tical power  are  very  cxtenfivc.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  calculate  the  prodigious  fuperiority,. 
which  fuch  a command  of  monev  mult 
necelfarily  confer  in  the  lirll  moments  of  a 
rupture,  particularly  under  the  direction  of 
a Prince  like  Frederic.  To  his  fathers 
rigid  parfimony,  he  in  facl  may  be  laid  to 
owe  the  acquilition  of  Silclia,  not  lefs  than 
to  his  own  talents  and  decifion.  The 
Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth  at  his  deceafe, 
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left  his  daughter  without  a florin  in  the 
public  treafufy.  But,  the  late  King  of 
Pruffia,  more  provident,  had  accumulated 
- the  means  of  facilitating  in  acfive  hands,  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  family,  and  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  monarchy. 

Miific  forms  the  only  exception  to  Fre- 
dericks general  fyftem  of  economy.  He  in- 
dulges himfelf  in  the  gratification  of  this 
elegant  and  favourite  amufement,  at  a very 
confiderable  expence.  His  opera  at  Potzdain 
and  at  Berlin,  cods  him  annually  near  four 
hundred  tlioufand  dollars,  or  about  feventy 
thoufand  pounds  ftcrling.  To  the  influence 
of  the  paffion  of  love,  he  has  never,  as  it 
would  feem,  at  any  period  of  his  life,  been 
long,  if  at  all  fubje6ied.  Various  reafons  are 
rffTioned,  and  various  anecdotes  are  related, 

O''  ^ 

in  order  to  explain  fo  lingular  a defc6l  in 
his  charaHer  or  conftitution.  I do  not  choofe 
to  repeat  all  that  I may  have  heard  upon  the 
fubje6f . '^Tliere  was  however  a Signora  Bar- 
berini,  an  Italian  performer  in  the  opera  at 
Berlin,  for  whom  he  fliewed  marks  of  parti- 
cular 
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cuiav  atteution  and  preference.  She  was 
afterwards  married  to  the  Prehdent  Cocceii, 
and  now  lives  with  lier  hulhand  at  Gros- 
Glogan  in  Silefla.  Voltaire  in  his  “ Pucclle,” 
has  Iketclied  the  King  in  a lltuation  noway 
favourable  to  his  reputation  as  a man  of 
morals,  or  of  gallantry ; but  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  Voltaire  is  a poet,  and  an 
incenfed  one,  to  whole  hiftorical  portraits,  at 
’ lead  of  his  contemporaries,  little  credit  is  due.  , 
Whether  the  King^s  cokinefs  be  the  rcfult  of 
moral  or  of  phvllcal  caufes,  in  gallantry  of 
mind  he  is  certainly  not  at  all  deficient.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  well  know  n that  he  is  much 
more  eafily  induced  to  grant  a retpeft  made 
by  a w^oman,  than  by  a man ; and  he  fre^ 
quently  accords  to  female  folicitation  the 
fame  boon,  which  he  had  pofitively  refufed 
to  a general  or  a courtier.  It  would  be  eafy 
to  cite  inftances  in  proof  of  the  aflertion. 

His  clemency,  like  that  of  Cjefar,  has  been 
fubjed  of  great  encomium ; and  whether  we 
’ attribute  his  contempt  of  injuries,  to  a Ibrt 
of  philofophic  indifiercnce,  to  magnanimity 

of 
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of  mind,  or  to  refined  policy,  it  flill  excites 
our  refpecl.  Perhaps,  it  refiilts  in  many  in- 
flances,  from  a combination  of  all  thefe  fen- 
timents.  He  is  too  much  elevated  above 
common  men  b}^  fituation  and  by  chara6ler, 
to  feel  the  little  emotions  of  vulgar  refent- 
ment.  The  very  facility  with  which  he  could 
punilh,  probably  tends  to  deprive  him  of 
the  inclination.  By  a fmgular.  paradox,  the 
greatefl:  freedom,  or  rather  licentioufnefs  of 
complaint  and  of  animadveidion,  is  permit- 
ted under  the  moftdefpotic  Prince  in  Europe, 
even  in  his  capital,  and  in  his  very  refidence. 
He  perufes  witli  perfect  good  humour,  the 
anonymous  Pafquinades  which  are  often 
fixed  upon  the  garden  gates  at  “ Sans  Souci  \* 
applauds  *of  criticifes  the  compofition,  and 
frequently  orders  them  to  remain  untouch- 
ed. Few  reigns  have  been  lefs  fanguinary  ; 
and  public  executions  are  almoft  unknown 
throuijhout  the  Pruffian  dominions.  His 
ti’eatment  of  Trenck  was  undoubtedly  very 
fevere;  perhaps,  inhuman.  But  Trenck  was 
an‘  intra6tcible,  defperate,  and  dangerous 
' ’ madman, 
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madman,  whom  no  ccmiaon  modes  of  pit- 
nifliment  could  terrify  or  reftrain.  Injuries, 
and  attempts  of  tho  moil  atrocious  nature 
againft  his  own  perlbn,  he  rarely  punifaes 
with  tile  feverity  prablifed  m other  countiies. 
Such  lenity  may  even  be  thought  jultly  cen- 
iiirable,  fince  it  tends  to  encourage  crimes, 
by  holding  out  a profpecl  of  impunity.  A 
verbal  reprimand,  banllhment  from  his 
prefence,  or  alliort  confinement  in  the  Cafde 
of  Spandau,  the  Jiaitile  of  Pruflia ; thefe  are 
the  uilial  marks  of  his  indignation,  which 
feldom  proceeds  to  extremities  againifyth# 
moil  profligate  oflenders. 

It  is  never thelefs  only  juftice  to  make  a 
diftinbtion,  due  equally  to  Frederic  and  to 
truth.  While  he  overlooks,  or  fuffers  to  pals 
unnoticed,  the  molt  virulent  and  indecent 
attacks  on  his  owti  conduct  or  character,  he 
rio’oroufly  chaftifes  crimes  a^ainit  the  Itate; 

v' 

His  fubjefts,  though  they  venture  to  load 
liim  perfonally  with  inveFtives,  dare  not 
tranfgrefs  the  laws.  Perhaps,  the  delire  of 
being  handed  down  to  pofterity,  as  not  only 
the  greateft,  but  the  molt  mild  and  placable 

of 
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of  Princes,  has  conduced  more  than  either 
benignity  or'policy,  to  produce  the  oblivion 
of  injuries  which  we  lb  much  admire  in  him. 
It  is  incontellable  that  he  has  allowed  men, 
who  w'ere  convibled  of  intending  to  poifon, 
or  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  enemy,  to  elude 
inquiry ; or  at  moft  to  expiate  their  crime 
by  exile  and  imprifonment.  All  Europe  has 
read  and  heard  of  thefe  inftances,  which  are 
too  well  known  to  render  it  necelTary  for  me 
to  commemorate  them. 

Few  Princes  ever  poflelled  in  a more 
confummate  degree,  the  art  of  winning 
mankind,  and  of  making  them  fubfervlent 
to  his  purpofes.  His  converfation,  when- 
ever he  wilhes  to  pleafe,  is  full  of  foftnels ; 
and  even  the  tone  of  his  voice  Infpires  the 
hearer  with  partial  fentiinents.  Verfatile, 
where  his  interefts  diblate  condefccnfion  and 
affability,  he  can  at  pleafure  aflhme  the  moll 
gracious  manners:  and  he  has  fucceeded  in 
animating  all  thofe  whom  he  employs,  with 
an  enthuliafm  to  be  found  nowhere  clfe. 
Ills  officers,  as  well  as  his  foldiers,  conceive 
themfelves  fuperior  to  all  other  troops. 

He 
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He  is  certainly  better  ferved,  and  more 
implicitly  obeyed  by  his  lubje6ls,  than  any 
Sovereign  in  Europe ; though  the  appoint- 
ments of  ofiicers,  particularly  in  fubalterii 
military  employments  under  the  rank  of 
captain,  are  extremely  narrow.  Frederic 
knows  how  to  pay,  with  equal  cafe  and 
dignity,  the  molt  flattering  compliments, 
where  dlltingiuflied  merit  or  great  actions 
fecm  to  claim  it  from  him. 

\V^hen  the  prefeht  Emperor  Jofeph  the 
Second  viflted  him  at  Neils  in  Silelia,  juft 
eight  years  ago,  his  Imperial  Majefty  was 
accompanied  by  feveral  Auftrian  officers  of 
diftin6lion.  Among  others  was  General 
Laudohn,  fo  juftly  celebrated  for  the  advan- 
tasres  which  he  gained  o\*er  the  Pruffians  in 
the  late  war,  on  various  occalions.  The 
King  afie6ied  always  to  call  him  Monjicur 
le  Marechal,  though  he  well  knew  that 
Laudohn  had  not  attained  that  rank  ; and 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  expreffing  the 
higheft  admiration  for  his  talents,  even  at 
his  own  expence.  When  dinner  was  ferved, 
Laudohn,  with  his  ufual  modefty,  would 
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have  placed  liimlelf  on  the  other  fide  of  tlm 
table,  at  a refpectful  difbince:  but,  Frederic 
ordered  him  to  take  a place  near  hiinfelf. 
“ Placez  vous  a cote  de  moi,  Monheiir  le 
“ Marechal,^'  laid  he , “ je  n’aime  pas  a 
“ 'v'oiis  voir  viz-cl-viz  de  moi/"  It  is  im- 
pohible  not  to  perceive,  and  not  to  a<lmire, 
tlie  delicacy  of  this  compliment.  The 
eonverfation  having  turned  on  the  j)rinci- 
pal  events  of  the  late  Avar,  he  feized  the 
occafion  of  doing  jufUce  to  Laudohn's 
merit;  particularly  in  the  battle  of  Cunerf- 
(lorf,  or  as  it  is  more  commonly  called  here  = 
of  ITancfort  on  the  Oder ; where  he  was 
totally  defeated  by  SoltikofF  and  Laudohn, 
in  Auguft  1759.  \'ous  avez  bien  gate 
“ nia  loupe  a Francfort,"’  laid  the  King  to 
him.  ‘‘  Jc  vous  ai  toujours  trouve  au 
“ bout  de  ma  Lormiette,’"  . added  he  at 
another  time.  Such  recognitions  of  fupe. 
rior  ability,  mingled  with  encomium,  do 
fcarcel}^  Ids  honour  to  the  magnanimity  of 
• the  King,  than  to  the  talents  and  fervices 
of  the  General. 

As  a man  of  letters  and  an  author,  Fre- 
deric is  * before  the  tribunal  of  the  public^ 

who 
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\vlio  have  thought  his  pretenhons  to  literary 
fame  by  no  means  without  foundation ; though  • 
in  his  capacity  of  an  hiflorian,  he  is  not 
exempt  from  numerous  prejudices  and  pre- 
tlile6lions.  Thpfe  to  whom  the  intercfis  of 
revealed  religion  are  dear>  will  however  nei- 
ther overlook,  nor  ought  they  to  pardon,  the 
evident  tendency  of  his  writings ; that  of 
avowedly  overturning  and  ridiculing  Chrifti- 
nnity.  Even  his  wit  is  too  frequently  levelled 
at  the  fame  obje6l.  It  is  difficult  to  compofe 
the  hiltory  of  our  own  times,  and  flill  more 
fo  the  hiltory  of  our  own  family,  without 
great  partialities  and  imperfections;  a remark 
fully  exemplihed  in  the  “ Memoires  de  la 
Maifon  de  Brandebourg/^  He  has  fpoken 
too  contemptuoully  of  his  grandfather  Fre- 
deric the  Firlt ; to  whole  vanity  or  ambition, 
it  matters  not  which,  is  folely  due  the  crown 
now'  worn  by  his  fuccelfors.  However  little 
or  puerile,  when  ftriCtly  appreciated,  might 
be  the  motives  which  impelled  Frederic  to 
afpire  to  the  Royal,  inllead  of  contenting 
himfelf  with  the  Electoral  dignity,  his 
d^fcendants  owe  him  great  obligations, 
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Prince  Eugene,  who  was  no  lefs  a ftatelinan*. 
than  he  was  a General,  when  he  was  infonned 
of  the  Emperor  Leopold's  having  raifed  the 
-Ele6lor  of  Brandenburp'h  to  the  rank  of  a 

O 

crowned  head  ; exclaimed  with  rcafon,  that 
the  Minifters  who  had  given  their  Sove- 
“ reign  fuch  pernicious  counlel,  merited 
“ death."  He  forefaw',  near  eiohty  years  a«;o, 
the  probable  aggrandizement  of  the  new 
monarchy  to  w^hich  Leopold  had  impru- 
dently given  birth,  and  time  has  confirhied 
his  prediction. 

The  King  is  ft  ill  continually  occupied  at 
tliis  time,  in  literary  purfuits  and  avoca- 
tions. Like  Julius,  he  means  to  wu'ite  liis 
ow  n ‘‘  Commentaries  and’to  tranfmit  him- 
•I'elf  the  hiltory  of  his  eyentful  reign  to  polie- 
rity.  Prince  Frederic  of  Brunfwic  aifiire^i 
me,  that  he  has  himfclf  frequently  feeh 
the  continuation  of  the  “ Memoirs  of  the 
lloufe  of  Brandcnburgh,”  in  the  hand- 
writins{  of  its  author.  It  commences  with 
his  own  accefiion  to  the  crown ; and  he 
profecutes  it  not  only  every  year,  but  al- 
moft  every  day.  The  Prince  adds,  that  die 
i8  has 
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has  neverthelefs  his  doubts,. ^vhethe^  it  will 
be  made  public,  even  after  the  King’s  deceafe. 
But,  may  we  not  Ikfely  trull:  to  tiie  vanity 
of  the  writer,  for  its  b^ing  given  to  the  world? 
He  will  probably  take  effectual  precautions 
to  feciire  the  fame,  which  he  has  lb  dearly 
earned  in  the  clofet,  as  Avell  as  in  the  field.  • 
Tlie  retirement  in  which  he  lives,  and  the 
comptiratively  fmall  portion  of  time  that 
he  pafles  here  at  Berlin,  render  the  particu^ 
lars  of  his  condiicl  and  private  life  much 
more  concealed,  than  thole  of  other  European 
Princes.  Sovereigns,  if  not  perlbnally  reli-. 
tlent  in  their  capitals,  are  however  always 
acceffible  in  a great  degree,  to  ciiriolity  and 
eiHpiiry.  They  are  ufually  fiirroimdefl  with 
foreign  Minillers,  courtiers,  Momen,  and 
ftrangers,  who  tranfmit  intelligence  of  their 
health,  their  actions,  and  their  occupations, 
by  every  poll.  But  Potzdam  and  “ Sans 
Souci”  offer  no  facilities  of  the  kind.  It 
is  not  permitted  to  the  Envoy  of  any  fo- 
reign State,  to  prefent  himfclf  before  the 
King,  unlefs  upon  fpecial  bufinefs,  and 
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after  having  obtaineel-  a formal  permiffiou 
for  the  purpofe.  Neither  the  Princes,  nor 
Princelles  of  the  blood,  prefume  to  intrude 
on  his  privacy,  except  by  exprefs  invita- 
tion. No  military  officer,  on  the  other 
hand,  dares  to  be  abfent  from  Potzdam  with- 
out his  Majefty’s  leave ; and  Ihould  any 
one  venture  to  fliew.  himfelf  there,  who 
did  not  compofe  part  of  the  regular  garri- 
fon,  he  would  inftantly  be  put  under  arreft, 
and  feverely  punidied.  The  Prince  of 
Pruffia,  prefumptive  heir  of  the  crown,  is 
not  lefs  fubjecled  to  thefe  rules,  tlian  the 
loweft  fubje6t.  Frederic  pafies  only  a few 
weeks  of  every  year  at  Berlin,  during  the 
carnival  in  January  and  February.  Fie 
leaves  his  capital  to  the  Queen,  Court, 
and  foreign  Minifters ; but  he  will  fuller 

V 

no  privileged  fpies  about  his  own  perfon, 
to  fend  weekly  information  of  his  minutelt 
a/^ions  to  their  refpc6Hve  cabinets.  This 
obfeurity,  while  it  fliarpens  curioiity,  awakens 
npprehenlion,  and  naturally  operates  to  ren- 
der him  more  formidable  to  thofe  who  are 
at  a diftance. 
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His  military  talents  and  repuation  reft 
on  too  firm  a liafis,  to  be  cafily  fliaken  or 
contefted.  The  defeats  of  Colin,  oi  Hoh- 
kirclien,  and  of  Cunerfdorf,  though  princi- 
pally to  be  attributed  to  the  King  himfelf, 
vet  are  loft  or  obliterated  in  the  long  train 
of  his  victories  ; from  that  of  Mollwitz,  at 
the  opening  of  his  reign,  to  the  one  with 
which'  the  laft'war  concluded,'  at  Freyberg, 
in  lyGi!.  In  ‘inoft  of  thefe  aclious  he  was 
prefent  r in  many  he  cxpofed  ‘his  perlbn 
with  as  much  intrepidity,  as  Henry  the 
Fourth  manifefted  at  Contras,  or  at  Ivrv. 
It  was  undoubtedly  requifite  that  Frederic 
Ihould  do  fo,  in  order  to  encourage  his 
troops,  who,  led  on  by  him,  never  calcu- 
lated any  difparity  of  numbers.  Fn*  every 
aHion  with  the  Auftrians  or  the  Rulfians,  lie 
was  always  -inferior  in  force.  At  LilTa  he 
was  prdportionably  ahnoft  as  much  .fo,  as 
Alexander  'was  to  Darius  at  Iffus,  or  at 
Arbola.  He  may  indeed,  perhaps,  be 
juftly  cenlured  for  having  on  a variety  of 
occalions  trufted  'too  much  to'  fortune.  A 
mulkct-ball  might  jn  an  inlUmt  have  de- 
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cided  the  fate,  not  merely  of  a battle,  'but 
in  all  probability  of  the  family  of  Bran- 
denburgh,  and  of  the  Pruflian  monarchy. 
His  brother  William  Auguftus,  on  whom  the 
fiicceflion  would  have  devolved ; though 
a very  amiable  and  accompliihed  Prince,  did 
not  poflefs  energy  and  talents  adequate  toTo 
vail  a national  emergency  as  the  “ nar  of 
feven  years/^  His  fon,  the  prefent  heir 
apparent,  then  a minor  and  unexperienced, 
muft  diave  delegated  every  thing  to  his 
uncle  Prince  Henry.  Had  Frederic  fallen 
at  Colin,  at  Lignitz,  or  at  Torgau,  the  con- 
fequences  would  have  been  incalculable.  I 
am  aware  however,  that  the  fame  obferva- 
tion  will  apply  to  every  commander ; but, 
not  with  equal  force.  More  than  twenty 
muiket-balls  pafied  through  his  hat  or  his 
cloaths,  in » the  courfe  of  the  war  ; and  he 
received  one  on  his  bi*eaft  at  Torgau. 
Three  horfes  were  Ihot  under  him  in  dif- 
ferent a6iions.  He  feemcd  to  forget  that 
he  was  mortal  and  vulnerable. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  French  grena- 
diers, who  admired  the  heroic  intrepidity 

of 
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of  the  'prefent  hereditary  Prince  of  Brunf- 
wic,  though  it  was  exerted  againft  them- 
felves ; iifed  to  cry  out  before  they  fired, 
wlienever  they  faw  him,  “ JMonfeigneur, 
evitez  le  fue !”  But,  the  Croats  and  Coffacks, 
with  whom  Frederic  was  frequently  engaged, 
were  enemies  much  more  ferocious.  They 
would  not  only  have  felc6ted  him  as  a 
mark,  and  would  have  deliberately  taken 
aim  at  him : his  remains  would  have  been 
treated  by  them  with  no  more  refpeci  or 
ceremony,  than  the  body  of  Richard  the 
Third  obtained  from  the  Lancaftrians,  after 
the  battle  of  Bofworth.  Even  the  Auftrians 
and  Saxons  were  animated  by  perfonal  anti- 
pathy towards  him  ; particularly  the  latter 
troops  vvhofe  Sovereign  and  country,  it  mull 
be  owned,  had  cruelly  fuhered  under  the 
Prullian  rapacity  or  depredations. 

It  mocks  all  calculation,  when  we  reflect 
that  in  the  courfe  of  feven  fuch  campaigns^ 
as  intervened  between  1756  and  1762,  he 
never  received  a wound  of  any  confequence  ; 
nor  w'as  evet  incapacitated  by  illnel’s  from 
commanding  in  perlbn.  Alexander  and 

Charles 
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Charles  the  Twelfth  were  infinitelv”  lefs 
favoured  h}"  fortune  in  both  thefe  refpefts. 
Yet  Fi  •ederic’s  courage  was  equally  ardent 
and  lUblime,  with  that  of  the  Macedonian, 
or  the  Swedifli  Prince ; while  in  cool,  deli- 
berate, philofopliic  valor,  he  probably  exceed- 
ed eilher.  He  well  knew  that  his  individual 
fall  and  that  of  the  Hate  were  nearly  fyno- 
nimoiis ; but  iituated  as  he  was,  like  a Itag 
at  bay,  he  likewife  felt  that  only  the  nioii: 
defperate  efibrts  could  extricate  him  from 
a fituation  w hich  has  not  perhaps  its  parallel 
in  the  annals  of  the  world.  As  a laft  refbrt, 
he  always  carried  about  him  the  fame  re- 
medy, to  which  Hannibal  had  recourfc  in 
• • 

the  Court  of  Bithynia.  He  would  no  more 
have  been  carried  prifoner  to  Vienna,  than 
. would  the  Carthaginian  General  have  been 
led  in  chains  to  Rome. 

.Modern  hiftorv  prefents  no  objc(^  fo  truly 
intereltinir  as  Frederic  during  the  late  war, 
o])pofed  to  two  F.mprelfes,  and  three 
Ki  ngs,  making  head  at  the  fame  time, 
ao’ainlt  Auftria,  Ruflia,  Sweden,  France, 
and  Saxonv,  added  to  the  German  Empire. 

The 
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The  immenfe  difproportion  of  force  })c- 
tween  the  parties ; the  length  of  time  which 
the  contell  lafted;  the  wonderful  a6livity, 
energy,  and  refources  difplayed  by  Frederic; 
his  very  defeats  and  difafters ; linally,  his 
triumphant  termination  of  a war  which 
threatened  the  total  deftru6tlon  of  the  family 
of  Brandenburgh  ; all  thel’e  circnmftances 
tend  to  aftonihi  and-  to  fafeinate  the  mind. 
It  is  probable  that  pofterity  will  contemplate 
them  with  encrcafed  admiration,  through 
the  medium  of  time. 

' Great,  however,  as  are  Ills  military  ta^ 
lents,  and  jiifHy-merited  as  the  encomiums 
on  them  may  be  ; w'e  iho'uld  recollect  that  as 
a commander,  he  liood  upon  higher  ground 
than  other  men.  Amenable  in  cafe  of  failure 
to  no  tribunal,  he  could  aft  w ithout  control, 
and  could  rilk  his  crown  at  pleafure,  on 
the  event  of  a battle.  He-did  fo  in  fact 
jnore  than  once.  But,  no  General  Officer 
would  have  dared  to  take  upon  him  fo  awful 
a refponfibility,  or  to  commit  to  hazard  fo 
vail  a flake.  1 he  fuperionty  which  his 
prefence,  aftivlty,  and  dechion  of  character 
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gave  him,  over  commanders  acting  by  con- 
lined  or  delegated  powers,  was  incalculable. 
Nor  ought  we  to  forget  the  difeordant  prin- 
ciples of  the  great  league  which  he  oppofed 
during  the  late  war.  Elizabeth,  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia,  his  inveterate  enemy,  was  coun- 
t.(Tacted  at  every  ftep,  by  her  nepheAv, 
the  unfortunate  Peter,  heir  to  the  Empire, 
wiiofe  fmgular  attachment  to  Frederic  equal- 
led or  exceeded  his  aunt’s  antipath^^  Daim 
and  Soltikoff,  the  Ruffian  and  Auftrian 
Generals,  never  acted  in  real  union  to  a 
common  jx>int,  or  the  Pruflian  monarchy 
muft  have  fallen  under  the  preflhre.  “ The 
war  of  feyen  years”  exemplilies  in  the  molt 
Itriking  mamier,  how  difficult  it  is  for  any 
combination  of  Slates  to  overturn  a finale 
Power,  condufled  with  ability,  defended  with 
f])irit,  and  routed  to  great'exertions. 

His  enemies  allert  belides,  not  without 
fome  color  of  rcafon,  that  the  King  was 
guilty  of  many  faulls  in  the  courfe  of  thole 
campaigns,  which  detract  hot  a little  front 
his  reputation  as  a General,  and  even  as  a 
man.  His  temerity,  his  inflexibility,  or 

his 
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his  imprudence,  produced  the  greatefl  de- 
feats ^vhich  he  experienced.  Towards  Marlhal 
Schwerin,  who  fell  at  Prague,  he  is  accufed 
of  having  behaved  with  injiiftice,  if  not  with 
• ingratitude.  Plis  treatment  of  Finck,  in 
diliniliino;  liim  after  the  furrender  of  his 
army  at  Maxen,  w as  very'  fevere,  if  not  cruel. 
He  more  than  once  cafliieretl  and  imprifoned 
ofiicers  of  diftinguillied  merit,  who  had  be- 
come grey  in  his  lervice,  upon  capricious, 
fahe,  and  imaginary  grounds.  It  is  pre- 
tended witli  fome  truth,  that  he  cannot  bear 
a rival,  even  though  that  rival  Ihould  be  a 
brother : a fubject  on  which  I may  have 
occafioii  to  fay  more,  when  I ipeak  of  Prince 
Henry  of  Prullia.  All  thelh  accufations,  how. 
ever  w^ell  Ibunded  they  may  be,  only  tend 
to  prove,  tliat  with  fome  of  the  greateft  quali- 
ties, he  is  not  exempt  from  many  of  the  errors 
and  defeats  ever  attached  to  human  nature. 
It  is  a very  difpu table  point,  whether 
Frederic  is  naturally  generous  or  penurious. 
•Perhaps,  from  chara6ler  he  inclines  to 
fruualitv ; but  from  policy  at  lealt,  he 
knows  how  to  aive  with  muiiilicence  on 
, proper 
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proper  occafioiis.  If  we  appreciate  tlic^ 
generollty  of  Princes ; if  we  refled  from 
what  fource  its  means  are  principally  derived ; 
and  if  we  confider  the  objects  on  which  it  is 
frequently  lavilhed  ; we  fliall  incline  to  ap- 
p^o^'e,  rather  than  to  cenfure,  the  King's  par- 
limony  of  the  public  treafure.  He  has  be- 
lides,  peculiar  juftilications  of  the  mofl  cogent 
kind.  His  barren  provinces,  for  fuch  the 
greater  portion  of  them  may  with  truth  be 
denominated,  cannot  maintain  an  immenfe 
army,  and  an  expenfne  Court.  He  wifelj^ 
facrifices  therefore  fplendour,  parade,  and 
oflentation,  to  real  greatnefs.  Manufadures, 
arts,  agriculture,  population,  are  the  objeds 
on  which  he  expends  his  revenues.  He  is 
not  only  free  from  debt,  and  polfefled  of 
vaft  funds  ready  for  emergency  ; but  his  do- 
minions have  ill  a great  meafure  recovered 
from  the  ravages  and  calamities  of  the  late 
war.  A wife  adminiftration,  in  the  Ihort 
fpace  of  only  fifteen  years,  has  rendered  him 
capable  of  bringing  into  the  field  a more  nu- 
merous, and  a better  appointed  army,  than 
he  had  at  the  commencement  of  hoitilities 
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-m  1756.  Such  are  the  efte6is  ot  rigid  and 
fydematical  economy  ! • 

If  however,  it  were  necehiiry  to  cite  ex- 
amples of  his  generofily  towards  individuals^ 
many  well-attefted  inftances  are  to.  be,  pro- 
duced. The  wife  of  his  friend  Guicharl., 
(whom  he  named  in  ridicule  Quintus 
Icilius,  and  who  is  better  known  by  that 
<lenomination,)  experienced  from  him  great 
liberality.  Guichart  enjoyed  during  many 
years,  a dillinguilhed  place  in  Frederic’s 
intimacy,  was  conftantly  admitted  to  his 
table,  and  ufually  remained  the  halt  of  any 
perfon  in  his  chamber,  after  he  was  in  bed. 
They  hud  frequent  quarreds,  followed  by 
as  frequent  reconciliations.  After  Gui- 
chart’s  death,  the  King  purchafed  his  liLwary, 
for  which  he  pakl-  near  lifteen  hundred 
pounds  Iteriing  to  his  widow.  He  added 
l>efKles,  a prefent  to  her  of  hx  thoufand 
dollars,  ^ and  a penllon  of  four  thoufand 
more.  General  Lefchwitz,  an  cdicer  of 
•high  merit,  who  had  rendered  many 
I'ervices  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  re- 
.ceived  from  him  no  remuneration  during 
f j feveral 
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feveral  3'eais  : but  when  he  leaft  ex- 

pe6bed  it,  he  was  agreeably  furprized  by 
a donation  of  lands  from  his  mafter, 
worth  more  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.  It  w-as  accompanied  by  a letter 
that  enhanced  its  value,  couched  in  the 
molt  gracious  and  affe6iionate  terms.  Ofh- 
-^cers,  whofe  conduft  and  circumftances 
render  them  proper  objects  of  his  atten- 
tion, frequently  receive  pecuniary  proofs 
of  his  bounty.  It  muft  however,  on  the 
other  hand,  be  admitted,  that  he  is  capalile 
of  imbibing  very  infurmountable  pre- 
judices. Like  his  father,  he  is  irafcible, 
capricious,  inflexible,  violent  in  his  a\er- 
fions  ; and  confequently  he  is  on  many 
occafions  oppreflive,  unfeeling,  and  unjull : 
infirmities  of  chara6fer  which  augment,  as 
is  too  natural,  with  his  ^^ears  and  bodily 
complaints. 

In  no  refpe6f,  perhaps,  is  his  admini- 
ftraiion  more  unwife,  as  well  as  more  odious, 
than  in  his  commercial  regulations.  He 
injures  trade,  and  impoveriflies  every  clafs 
of  his  fubje61s  by  the  impofition  of 

exorbi- 
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exorbitont  duties.  Even  the  mode  of 
their  colle6lion  is  unpopular  and  impoli- 
tic, as  he  employs  French  cuftom-houle 
oilicers,  who  are  naturally  objefts  of 
general  deteflation.  This  f3Ttem,  equally 
erroneous  and  pernicious,  to  which  iie*- 
verthelefs  Frederic  pertinacioufly  adheres  ; 
forms  a problem  hard  to  folve,  in  the 
couduft  of  a Prince  fo  enlightened,  and 
fo  capable  of  jultly  appreciating  his  true 
interefts.  Tlie  fa6t  is  certain,  that  com- 
merce declines  not  only  at  Konigfberg, 
Stettin,  and  Memel ; but  imiverfally 
throughout  his  dominions.  The  King  has, 
it  is  true,  principles  relative  to  trade, 
\vhich  if  they  were  only  carried  into 
practice,  are  excellent.  He  profelTes  to 
confider  all  monopolies  as  deftru6live  and' 
injurious ; yet,  by  an  unaccountable  incon- 
fiflency,  no  country  abounds  in  them  fo 
much  as  PruHia.  The  immoderate  duties, 
laid  upon  almoft  every  article  of  import  or 
export,  ruin  the  merchant.  , 

The  partition  of  Poland,  five  years  ago* 
by  which  fo  fertile,  populous,  and  extenfive 
VOL.  I.  • L atrafl 
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a tract  of  country  was  added  to  the  Pruffian 
Crown;  it  was  naturally  fuppofed,  would 
^^nricli  the  city  of  Konigfberg.  That 
capital,  from  its  polition,  vicinity,  and 
local  advantages,  feemed  to  be  lb  placed, 
as  necellarily  to  attra6l  the  trade  of  the 
newly  acquired  provinces.  I am  alTured 
neverthelefs,  by  perfons  whofe  teftimony 
is  unexceptionable,  that  fo  far  from 
having  derived  any  benefit  by  the  feizure 
of  Polifli  Pruffia ; on  the  contrary,  their 
commercial  ad^  anta«es  are  diminiflied  lince 

O 

that  event.  The  caufes  are  fimple  and 
obvious;  the  part  of  Poland  which  pre- 
vioully  furnilhed  Konigtberg  with  the  molt 
valuable  articles  of  exportation,  is  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  late  difmemberment, 
become  fubjc6l  to  the  empire  of  Ruflia. 
Of  coiirfe,  its  produdions  are  carried  down 
the  Dima  to  Riga,  inlleail  of  being  tranf- 
ported  as  heretofore,  by  the  rivers  RiiHe 
and  Pregel,  to  Konigiberg.  I am  far 
from  afierting  that  the  Royal  revenues 
have  received  no  increafe  by  the  acqui- 
fition  of  PoliQi  Pruffia;  on  the  contrary. 
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they  are  much  enlarged.  But,  the  Sove- 
reign may  be  rich,  while  the  majority  of 
the  people  are  poor,  opprefled,  and  wretch- 
ed : a political  truth  which  is  exemplified 
in  many  parts  of  the  Pruflian  dominions. 

On  a review  of  the  King’s  chara6lcr, 
we  cannot  miftake  the  maller-fpring  of  all 
his  actions.  Every  paffion  and  every  pur- 
fuit  are  evidently  fubordinate  to  the  ag- 
grandizement of  his  houfe  ; to  the  fecurity 
and  augmentation  of  his  political  power. 

Ruflia,  Saxony  I,  Sweden^  England,  and 

% 

France,  have  been  by  turns  his  allies  or 
his  enemies,  as  circumftances  have  varied. 
The  Cabinet  of  Vienna  alone  he  confiders 
as  lyftematically  inimical.  Never  w^as  a 
Prince  more  calculated  to  elevate  the  family 
of  Brandenburgh,  at  the  expence  of  that  of 
Auftria.  Silefia,  the  iirft  conqueft  of  his 
arms,  has  been  retained  againft  the  utmoll 
exertions  of  Maria  Therefa,  by  eleven 
campaigns,  by  torrents  of  human  blood, 
and  by  the  greateft  efforts  of  military  Ikiil. 
He  has  fmce  acq^uired,  without  drawing  th« 

L 2 fvvord, 
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fword,  another  province  ftill  more  fertik*, 
and  hardly  leis  exteniive,  Polifli  Prnflia.  It 
comprehends  the  coiirfe  of  the  river  Viftula, 
from  the  gates  of  Thom  to  thole  of  Dantzic: 
and  renders  him  mafter  of  the  moft  valuable 
exports  of  Poland.  He  has,  in  a word,  fince 
his  acceffion,  materially  altered  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe ; and  has  nearly  doubled 
in  extent,  as  well  as  in  revenues,  the  terri- 
tories which  devolved  to  him  at -the  death 
of  his  father,  about  thirtv-feven  years  a<ro. 

Upon  no  European  Sovereign  are  the 
reofards  of  mankind  directed  with  lb  much 

O 

apprehenfion  and  folicitude,  ns  on  Frederic. 
From  his  retreat  at  “ Suns  Souci,"’  though 
infirm  and  declined  in  years,  he  Hill  awes 
the  Cabinets  of  the  North,  who  know  by 
experience  his  promptitude  and  refources. 
At  this  moment  he  has  fomewhat  above 
-two  hundred  thoufand  efl’e6Hve  foldiers 
under  arms,  immenle  magazines,  experi- 
enced commanders,  well-regulated  revenues, 
and  an  ample  treafiire.  If  to  fo  many 
•points  of  fuperiority,  we  add  his  perfonal 
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reputation,  and  the  difcipllne  of  his  troops, 
we  (hall  not  wonder  that  he  is  formidable 
to  his  neighbours.  To  his  fubje6ls  he  is 
rather  an  obje6f  of  admiration,  not  wholly 
unmixed  with  terror,  than  of  aft'e6tion. 
They  derive  a national  vanity  from  the 
tame,  the  conquefts,  and  the  talents  of  lb 
great  a Prince ; but  they  pay  dearly  for 
his  celebrity  and  atchievements.  It  is 
at  the  price  of  their  tranquillity  that  he 
has  gained  his  laurels ; it  is  by  the  fame 
fdcrifice  that  he  muft  maintain  them. 

The  augmentation  of  the  Pruflian  mo- 
narchy brings  with  it  no  relaxation  of  taxes, 
no  alleviation  of  burdens.  On  the  con- 
trary, new  levies  and  greater  armies  are 
rcquilite,  in  order  to  fupport  his  acquifi- 
tions.  He  is  compelled  to  ftretch  the- 
nerves  of  the  Hate,  and  to  exert  eftbrts 
above  its  natural  ftrength.  The  vicinity  and 
jealoiify  of  AuHria,  added  to  the  prodigious 
extent  of  territory  poffelTed  by  Maria 
Thcrefa,  render  his  tenure  of  Silefia  in 
no  fmall  degree  infecure.  While  Frederic 
■ L 3 hin^lelf 
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himfelf  furvives,  to  regulate  the  machine 
'which  with  fo  much  labour  and  ability  he 
has  conftrucled,  all  things  may  continue 
profperous.  - But,  it  is  difficult  to  calculate 
how  far  his  death  will  convulfe  or  disjoint 
a complicated  fyftem,  demanding  fuch  a 
variety  of  talents.  There  are  not  wanting 
perfons  here,  as  well  as  all  over  Germany* 
who  Gonfider^the  termination  of  his  life, 
as  the  acra  from  which  will  be  dated  the. 
decline  and  fall  of  the  Pruffian  monarchy. 
I’ime  alone  can  Ihew  whether  thefe  pre^. 
dictions  are  founded  in  truth. 

The  portrait  of  Frederic  which  I have 
endeavoured  to  trace,  is,  I am  confcious, 
very  defe6live  and  imperfe61;.  There  are 
many  features  of  his  mind  and  chara6ter,  on 
which  I have  not  touched,  or  over  which 
i have  pafled  lightly.  In  order  to  do 
complete  jiiltice  to  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  fuch  a Prince,  we  mull  hand  at  a greater 
iliftancc  from  him.  It  does  not  belong  to. 
die  prefent  age  to  decide  finally,  whether  ho 
is,  or  is  not  entitled  to  the  epithet  of  Greats 
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Louis  the  Fourteenth  has  been  already  def- 
poiled  of  that  title,  conferred  on  him  by  the 
adulation  of  his  contemporaries.  Peter  the 
Firll  feems  to  have  retained  it  by  univerfal 
confent.  Pofterity  “will  pafs  fentence  on 
Frederic,  and  will  judge  of  him  impartially. 
Perhaps  I have  not  been  able  to  do  fo  al- 
together  myfelf.^  If  I were  called  upon  how- 
ever, to  declare  whether  the  pi6iure  which 
I have  here  drawn,  is  on  the  whole,  a flatter- 
ing, or^  an  unfavourable  likenefs,  I diould 
not  hefitate  to  fay  that  it  leans  towards  the 
former.  Or  at-leaft,  that  I could  without 
violating  truth,  * have  fomewhat  darkened 
the  fliades,  and  diminilhed  the  lights:  but 
it  is  an  ungrateful  tafk  to  feek  for  and  to 
difclofe  the  rices,  while  we  dwell  with  fatis- 
faction  on  the  great  endowments ' of  the 
fovereign  and  the  man. 
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‘LETTER  V. 

Jieviav  of  the  principal  campaigns  of  Freda'ic 
theSccotid. — Molhvitz. — Anecdote  of  Marjhal 
Neupcrg, — Loxvofitz. — Battle  of  P rogue 
Anecdotes  refpecling  it, — Character  of  Mar- 
jhal Daun. — Particulars  of  the  battle  of 
Colin. — Pofbach. — IJffd. — Siege  of  Olmutz. — 
%orndorf. — Battle  of  Ilohkirchen. — Death  of  ' 
Marjhal  Keith. — Particulars  of  the  Battle  of 
Cunerfdorf.>-^Sur render  of  Finch,  at  Maxen. 
— Landjhut. — Lignitz.— ^Battle  of  Torgau. — 
Jkfperatc  fit  nation  of  the  King  in  1761. — 
Death  of  Elizabeth,  Emprefs  of  Ruffia.-^ 
Freybergi— Peace  of  Hubertfburg. — Ref  ec- 
tions on  the  Kinfs  conduct  during  the  zvar. — 
Jlis  treatment  of  the  Sa.rons. — Confitutio?i  of 
the  Prufian  army. — Foreign  Troops. — Dc- 
Jert  ion. — Jcics. — I iivalids. 

Bkblin,  October,  29th,  I777, 

Yttp-r  bavins;  contemplated  the  King 
himfelf  in  lb  many  points  of  view,  it 
may  ftill  be  an  initniblive  occupation,  to 
fnrvey  the  brilliant  portions  of  bis  reign. 
The  campaigns  in  which  the  PruHian  mo-. 
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narchy  has  been  hazarded,  or  by  which  it 
has  been  prelerved  and  extended  fince  his 
accellion,  are  fo  numerous,  as  to  furnilh 
matter  of  inexhauftiblc  retiecdon.  Of  the 
ofiicers  wlio  diitinguiihed  themfelves  in 
the  firfl  and  fecond  Silefian  wars,  between 
1741  and  1745,  few  indeed  no\v  remain. 
Except  Frederic  himfclf,  the  old  Prince  of 
Bevern,  and  Ziethen,  hardly  a General  of 
eminence  has  furvived.  But,  the  events 
of  the  late  war  which  began  in  175b,  ar« 
hill  recent ; and  they  form  a pleating,  as 
well  as  a frequent  fubje6l  oP  converfation 
in  every  company.  Let  us  call  our  eye 
rapidly  over  its  principal  features,  which 
oher  the  moft  animating  pi6ture  ever  pre- 
fented  to  the  human  mind.  In  Antiquity, 
the  fecond  Punic  war  can  alone  be  oppofed 
to  it  for  duration,  as  well  as  for  intcreft  and 
importance. 

The  great  enterprize  by  which  Frederic 
rendered  himfelf  known  to  foreiirn  nations, 
and  attracted  their  notice,  almoll  immediate- 
ly alter  his  acceffion,  was  the  invallon  of 

Silefui. 
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Siiefia.  We  miift  not  perhaps?,  examine  too 
dofely,  whether  it  w as  perfe<5\ly  juft  or  mag- 
nanimous to  attack  a Princels  w ith  whom  he 
had  no  quarrel and  w hofe  diilrefled  fitua- 
tion  rather  claimed  protection,  than  ought  to 
have  provoked  hoflility.  His  pretentions  to 
Sileiia  were  unqueftionably  well  foumled, 
though  they  w’ere  of  an  antient  date,  and 
were  only  revived  at  that  juncture,  on  account 
of  the  apparent  facility  which  the  death  of 
the  emperor  Charles  the  Sixth  offered,  for 
makinof  them  effective.  The  battle  of  Moil- 
witz,  a little  village  in  Upper  Silefia,  confirm- 
ed to  Pruffia  that  valuable  acquifition.  It 
took  place  on  the  10th  of  April  1741,  and  is 
the  fii*ft  general  acfion  in  w-hich  the  King 
was  ever  prefent;  though  he  had  fcrved  under 
Prince  Eugene,  in  the  Imperial  army,  before 
Phihpfl)iirg,  during  the  inglorious  campaign 
of  1734.  Madhall  Ncuperg  commanded 
the  Anftrians  at  Mollwitz  j the  fuperiority  of 
w hofe  cavalry  had  nearly  deeided  the  fortune 
of  the  day,  and  perhaps  the  future  fate  of. 
Frederic  himfelf.  It  is  admitted  that  he 
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was  borne  away  in  the  rout  of  his  troops ; 
and  it  is  not  lefs  certain  that  to  the  abilities 
ot  Schwerin,  he  was  principally  indebted 
for  fnatchino;  from  the  Aiilh-ian  General 
the  vi6fory,  which  he  had  almoft  gained. 
Thofe  who  attribute  the  King’s  flight  to 
a want  of  perfonal  courage,  mufl  how- 
ever know  his  chara6ter  very  imperfe6fly. 
Any  fuch  imputation  is  contradicted  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  life.  But  it  is 
averted,  and  I believe  not  without  reafon, 
that  he  never  cordially  forgave  Schwerin 
for  having  rendered  a fervice  too  im- 
portant  in  itfelf,  as  well  as  too  wounding 
to  the  vanity  of  a Sovereign  fuch  as  Fre- 
deric. 

More  than  two  years  afterwards,  in  1743, 
his  late  Britannic  Majefty  George  the 
Second,  being  at  his  head-quarters  at 
Worms,  a Ihort  time  fubfequent  to  the 
battle  of  Dettingen  ; entertained  at  dinner 
a number  of  Englifh,  Auftrian,  and  Ha- 
noverian officers.  The  battle  of  Mollwitz 
having  been  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of 
ponvorfation,  the  King,  either  by  accident 


or 
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or  by  intention,  afked  of  thofe  who  fat 
near  him,  Mhat  commanded  the 

Auliriaiis  in  that  action?  Marlhal  Neuperg 
was  one  of  the  perfoiis  prefent,  and  imme- 
diately hiyin^  down  his  knife  and  fork ; 
“ evil  moi,  Sire,^'  fdd  he,  “ qui  ai  com-' 
“ mande  dans  cette  bataille,  et  je  Tai  perdu 
“ par  ma  pro})i*e  faute/"  So  ingenuous 
and  fo  unexpected  an  avow  al,  produced  an 
univerl'al  iilence.  The  King  himfelf  feemed 
to  be  embarrafl'ed  and  concerned.  “ I re- 
“ peat,  Sire,^'  continued  the  Marlball,  “that 
“ I loft  the  battle  by  my  own  fault,  d'he 
“ Croats,  upon  wdiofe  vigilence  and  alert- 
“ nefs  to  difeover  the  motions  of  the 
“ enemy,  1 relied  too  implicitly,  deceived 
V m('.  I had  pofted  parties  of  them  upon 
every  road  by  which  the  Prullians  could 
“ poftibly  advance  ; but  they  abandoned 
“ tliemfeh'cs  to  pillage  and  intoxication, 
“ Notice  was  bronglit  me  that  his  Pruf- 
‘‘  fian  Majefty,  at  die  bead  of  bis  forces, 
“ jireparcd  to  give  me  battle.  But,  not 
“ having  received  any  intelligence  from 
“ mv  Croats,  I coijld  not  credit  the  in- 

“ formation. 
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formation.  It  was  not  till  the  Prullian 
“ columns  were  preparing  to  form,  that 
my  own  eyes  uiidcceivc'd  me.  I then 
made  the  beii  difpolitions  in  my  power ; 
‘‘  and  if  they  were  not  as  luccelsfui  as  they 
‘‘  mio-ht  have  been,  I only  am  to  blame.** 
A nobleman  m'Iio  was  preli-nt  on  the  occa- 
lion  recounted  to  me  this  fact,  wliieh  re- 
dounds highly  to  the  honour  of  i\Iarlhai 
Neuperg’s  candour  and  fuperiontv  of  rniud, 
liowe\er  it  may  feem  to  detract  from  his 
military  reputation. 

The  tw'o  Sileiian  wars,  as  they  are  com- 


monly denominated,  from  the  name  of  the 
])rovince  which  formed  the  fiibjeft  of  con- 
telt ; were  fucceeded  by  a period  of  repofe 
that  laited  eleven  years.  This  is  the  golden 
age  of  Priiflia,  when  the  King,  in  the  prime, 
of  lile,  covered  w-ith  laurels  earned  in  the 
field,  cultivated  the  arts  of  peace,  aiid 
feemed  to  have  renounced  a wilh  for  fur- 
ther conquefts.  Content  with  having 
added  an  extenfivc  and  beautiful  province 
to  hi.s  dominion?,  ho  aipired  only  to  pre- 

lerve, 
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ferve,  and  to  tranfmit  it  to  his  fucceffors. 
But,  the  Court  of  Vienna,  which  never  for  a 
moment  loft  fight  of  Silefia,  fecretly  medi^ 
tated,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  Drefden, 
to  reduce  the  power  of  Pruflia.  Elizabeth, 
Emprefs  of  Rultla,  impelled  more  by  motives 
of  peiTonal  animolity  towards  Frederic,  than 
from  any  found  political  reafons,  joined 
Maria  Tlierefa.  Sweden  likewife  was  in- 
duced to  declare  war,almoft  without  pretext. 
The  German  empire  followed  the  impulfe  of 
its  Ele6live  Head;  and  even  France,  which 
for  ages  had  been  the  enemy  of  Auitrla,  fud- 
denly  uniting  with  her  adverfary,  laboured 
to  deftroy  the  only  power  which  could  fet 
limits  to  its  ambition, 

Frederic,  inflead  of  deprecating  fo  vaft 
a combination,  or  temporizing  till  the  Itorm 
was  paded  ; having  penetrated  their  inten- 
tions, did  not  hefitate  to  anticipate  them. 
With  his  ufual  decilion  of  character,  he  burll 
in  upon  Saxony  during  the  fummer  of  1756, 
and  made  himfelf  malter  of  Drefden  ; while 
Auguflus  the  Third,  Kingof  Poland, unable  to 

oppofe 
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oppofo  the  torrent,  retired  with  his  forces  to 
Pirna,  where  his  army  occupied  a poft  deem- 
ed inattackablel  I'hc  King  leaving  a body 
of  troops  to  block  the  Saxon  camp,  rapidly 
entered  Bohemia,  where  the  Anftrians  w'crc 
advancino*  to  extricate  their  allies.  Under 

O 

thefe  clrciimltances  took  place  the  battle  of 
l^owolitz,  on  the  iirlt  of  October.  It  was 
fought  ainong  the  mountains  and  defLle.s 
upon  the  direct  road  from  Drefden  to  Prague* 
and  Frederic  ihared  no  Icfs  the  danger  than 
' the  honour  of  the  dav.  With  inferior  nnm- 

V 

bers  anti  under  great  difadvantage  of  ground, 
'he  attacked,  broke,  and  at  length  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  pofitlon.  Marihall 
Count  Brown,  who  commanded  < the  troops 
,of  Maria  Tiierefa,  has  been  much  cenfur- 
ed  for  tlie  difpolltions  which  he  made  at 
Lowolitz.  , He  was  neverthelefs,  a General 
• of  diftinguilhed  merit  and  great  experi- 
ence ; though  perhaps  too  active  and  en- 
terprizing  in  his  temper,  when  it  is  coniidered 
that  he  was  to  oppofe  fuch  an  antagonilt  us 
the  King  of  Prullia. 


lie 
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Tile  battle  of  Lowolitz  cannot  by  any  means 
be  reckoned  among  the  number  of  thofe  de- 
cilh  e victories,  in  which  the  rout  of  the  beaten 
army  is  complete.  Far  from  being  vanquilli- 
ed,  the  Aullrians  only  retired  on  the  enfuing 
<lay,  and  occupied  a new  polition  behind 
the  river  Fger,  a few  miles  diftant ; nor 
did  Frederic,  at  fo  ad\  anced  a feafon,  ven- 
ture to  jirol’ccute  his  advantage.  But,  all 
the  fruits  of  vi6lory  neverthelefs  attended 
it,  fince  he  thereby'  incapacitated  Marflial 
Brown  from  extending  allidancc  to  the 
Saxons.  That  unfortunate  body  of  forces, 
furrounded  on  all  ikies  at  Pirna,  deftitute  of 
provihons,  and  cut  oft'  from  fuccours  ; after 
holding  out  to  the  lait  extremity,  were  re- 
duced to  fftrrendcr  themfehes  prifoners  of 
war.  Augiilliis  the  Third,  King  of  Poland, 
and  Fdector  of  Saxony,  abandoning  his  here- 
, ditary  doiniiiions,  hatl  previoufty  fet  out  for 
Warliiw ; leaving  his  Queen  and  his  family 
to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror,  as  Darius  did 
after  the  battle  of  IlTus.  If  Frederic  did 
not  equal  Alexander  in  courteiy  towards 
• ‘ * bis 


Court  of  Berlin,  etc.  i6r 

Ills  captives;  yA,  by  this  able  and  decifive 
Itroke,  at  the  commencement  of  the  contefl, 
he  turned  the  'weapons  of  the  enemy  againft 
themfelves  i coy«red  Brandenburgh,  while 
he  became  mafter  of  Saxony ; and  was 
enabled  to.  begin  the  campaign  of  1757^ 
by  offenfive  operations  in  the  heart  of 
Bohemia. 

That  extraordiniary  campaign,  the  moft- 
fertile  in  battles,  reverfes,  and  great  events^ 
of  any  prefented  by  modern  hillory,  opened 
with  the  memorable  irruption  of  Frederic 
into  Bohemia,  followed  by  the  battle  of 
Pmgue,  which  was  fought  under  the  walls  of 
the  city  itfelf  on  the  6th  of  May.  Few  a6tions 
liave  been  more  obftinately  difputed  ; and. 
there  was  a moment,  when  vi6iory  feemed 
on  the  point  of  declaring  ifi  favour  of  the  Auf- 
trians.  Marlhal  Count  Brown  commanded 
them,  conjointly  ■with  Prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
rain.  To  the  defperate  courage,  and  perhaps  to 
the  wounded  fenlibility  of  Marlhal  Schwerin, 
the  Pruflians  'were  eminently  indebted  for 
tlie  vi6lory  which  they  gained.  It  is  unquef- 
tionable  that  the  infantry  under  his  com- 
voL.  I.  M mand 
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maud  gave  way,  and  appeared  ready  to 
turn  their  backs.  The  King  indignant  at 
the  fight,  and  rendered  almoft  frantic  by 
the  profpe^:  of  defeat,  rode  up  to  the 
Marfhal,  and  reproached  him  infevere  terms, 
for  the  mifbehaviour  of  his  troops.  Touched 
to  the  quick  by  treatment  fo  unmerited, 
Schwerin  inftantly  feized  the  ftandard  of  his 
regiment ; and  imitating  the  example  of  the 
Decii,  devoted  himfelf  lo  >death.  Rufliing 
into  the  thickeft  ranks  of  the  Auftrians,  he 
called  on  his  foldiers  to  follow  him.  They 
did  fo  with  enthuhafm,  and  foon  fnatched 
from  the  enemy  their  temporary  advantages. 
But  Schwerin  w as  killed  almoft  immediately, 
bv  three  balls  which  he  received  in  the 
breaft,  one  of  which  pierced  his  heart.  He 
was  not  lefs  deeply  lamented  by  his  mafter, 
than  w as,  Le  Fort  b}^  Peter  the  Great ; and 
Frederic  has  immortalized  the  circumftances 
that  accompanied  his  death,  by  erecting  a 
ftatue  to  his  memory,  in  one  of  the 
principal  fquares  of  Berlin.  Schwerin  is 
there  reprefented  precifely  as  he  fell,  the 
colours-  clafped  in  his  hand,  and  in  the  a6b 
14  ©f 
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of  expiring.  The  monument  commemo- 
rates at  once  the  frailty  of  tlite  Sovereign, 
and  the  merits  of  the  General/ 

0 

‘ Prince  Charles  Lichtenftein,*  who  was 
prefeiit  in  the  battle  of  Prague,  and  who 
held  at  that  time  a diftinguinied  rank  in  the 
A'uilTran  cavalr}^,  ha-^’ related  to  me  many 
inferefting  particular  refpe^ting  that  me- 
morable enn-a^ement.  The  weather  had 

O O 

been  for  fome  days  pre\uous  to  it,  uncom* 
monly  hot  and  dry.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  clouds  of  dull  which  flew  up  after"  the 
action  commenced  ; and  when  the  left  wungt 
which  was  under  Prince  Charles  of  - Lor- 
raines command,  retreated  precipitately  into 
Prague,  the  whirlwinds  of  duft  grew  fo 

* t 

violent,  that  it  became  almoft  impofliblo 
any  longer  to  diftinguifli  the  blue,  from  the 
white  uniforms!  MaVlhal  Brown  having 
received'  a wpund  from  a ‘ carihon  ball, 
which  fplmtered  ' his  leg,  the  - coiifiifiorf 
augmented' among  'the  Auftrians,'Who'  fled 
on  eVery  fide.  Frederic^  vi6lorious,  laid 
flege  to  Prague,  and  feemed  to  be  on  th^ 
point  of  making  prifoiiers  the  army  fliut*  up^ 
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in  the  citj^  But,  his  own  temerity,  rather 
than  the  inconftancy  of  fortune,  extricated 
the  Emprefs  Queen  from  a fituation  fo  full 
of  danger. 

Prince  Charles  Lichtenflein  had  a brother 
named  Philip,  whoferved,as  well  as  himfelf, 
in  the  Imperial  troops,  and  who  fell  in  th^ 
action  at  Prague.  No  Officer  in  the  army 
was  of  more  unqueftionable  courage,  or  more 
warmly  attached  to  his  profeffion.  It  being 
evident,  from  the  rapid  march  and  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  he  intended 
as  foon.  as  he  was  joined  by  the  column 
under  Marffial  Schwerin,  to  attack  the 
Auftrians;  every  preparation  was  made  to 
receive  them,  and  every  requifite  order  was 
ilfued  by  Marffial  Brown,  on  the  evening 
preceding  the  battle.  The  principal  officers 
were  enjoined  to  be  at  their  refpe6live  polls 
by  day* break;  and  Prince  Charles  having 
been  on  horfeback  for  feveral  hours,  had 
retired  to  his  tent,  meaning  to  take  fome 
repofe.  But,  fcarcely  had  he  lain  down 
and  fallen  afleep,  when  he  was  awakened  by 
his  brother  Philip,  who  ffiook  him,  and  told 
. ^ if  _ him 
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him  that  he  had  fomething  to  impart  of 
moment.  “ Do  it  then  briefly,"  anfwered 
he,  “ for  I am  very  fleepy,  and  we  fhall 
be  called  be  times  to  morrow."  “ Charles," 
faid  , Prince  Philip,  “ I beheve  you  do 
“ not  queftion  my  courage,  nor  think 
“ me  capable  of  being  deprefled  in  mind  at 
the  profpe6l  of  a battle  ; but  I have  been 
“ fo  unaccountably  deje6led  all  this  day,  and 
“ I am  fo  convinced  of  my  falling  to-morrow 
“ in  the  field,  that  I could  enjoy  no  tran- 
“ quillity  of  mind  till  I had  come  to  you. 
“ There  are  fome  dire6lions  relative  to  my 
“ concerns,  which  I mufl:  entreat  you  to 
“ receive,  after  which  I fliall  be  perfe6lly  at 
“ eafe."  Prince  Charles,  far  from  comply- 
ing-with  his  brother's  defire,  and  vexed  to 
be  fo  difturbed,  rallied  him  on  his  weaknefs, 
refufed  to  liften  to  his  ftory,  and  fent  him 
away  to  his  quarters;  defiring  that  his  repofe 
might  be  no  more  interrupted,  as  he  fliould 
have  To  much  occupation  on  the  enfuing 
(lav.  Repulfed  in  this  mamier,  Philip  re- 
Judantly  withdrew  to  his  tent ; while  his 
• . ^ M 3 brother 


^66  MEMOIRS  OF  Tfif, 

brother,  like  Don  Mathias  de  Sylva  in  “ Gil 
Bias/'  foon  relapfed  into  a found  deep. 

From  this  date  of  infenfibility,  he  was  a 
fecond  time  roufed  by  Prince  Philip,  though 
not  without  difficulty.  “ It  is  vain,  Charles,'* 
faid*  he,  “ that  you  treat  me  with  levity  ; or 
ridicule  : my  hour  is  come,  and  to-morrow 
I (hall  fall.  I muft  infill  upon  it  therefore, 
that  you  take  down  my  lalt  requells,  which 
“ ffiall  be  very  brief,  and  cannot  detain  you 
beyond  a lew  minutes."  Half  a lleep,  as 
well  as  out  of  humour  at  being  fo  repeatedly- 
attacked,  Prince  Charles  at  length  took  a 
pencil,  and  hallily  committed  to  paper  fome 
Ihort  heads  of  teftamentary  difpolitions  dic- 
tated by  his  brother.  They  refpefted  prin- 
cipally his  millrefs  and  hbereditors  at  Vienna ; 
this  done,  he  again  retired,  On  the  follow^- 
ing  day,  having  been  wounded  by  a mulket. 
ball,  he  w'as  carried  to  his  tent ; from  \vlience 
after  having  been  drelTed,  he  infilled  oi) 
returning  to  the  held.  The  furgeon  and 
attendants  endeavoured  to  withhold  him  ; 
but,  neither  entreaties  nor  expoftulations 
could  prevent  his  following  the  impulfe  of 

his 
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his  courage  and  his  duty.  He  foon  received 
a fecond  wound,  which  terminated  his  lile  in 
the  prime  of  youth.  Had  he  efcaped  unhurt, 
his  predi6lion  would  have  been  conlidered 
only  as  im  idle  dream,  and  never  commemo- 
rated. It  is  the  accidental  accomplilliment 
which  imprefles  it  on  the  imagination. 

I return  to  the  King  of  Pniflia.  If  that 
Prince  would  have  been  fatisHed  to  prolecute 
the  fiege  of  Prague  with  vigour,  it  is  not  only 
highly  probable,  but  almolt  certain,  that  lie 
muft  have  become  mailer  of  the  place,  and 
confequently  have  made  Prince  Charles  of 
Lorrain  and  his  numerous  army  prifoners  of 
war.  Or,  if  renouncing  the  attempt  to  enter 
Prague,  he  had  only  purfued  without  delay 
the  dying  enemy,  during  the  drft  impreflioq 
of  their  defeat;'  it  is  not  lefs  probable  that  he 
might  have  carried  all  before  him,  and  have 
advanced  to  the  Ixmks  of  the  Danube,  or  to 
the  walls  of  Vienna.  The  A ullrians  required 
confideruble  time  to  rally,  and  to  collect  new 
forces;  by  allowing  it  them,  Frederic  com- 
mitted  an  i rreparable  error.  Rely ing  too  much 
on  his  pad  fuccefs,  and  trufting  to  fortune^ 
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in  contradiction  to  the  remonftrances  of 
Marihal  Keith,  he  ventured  to  leave  a part  of 
his  army  before  Prague,  to  continue  thefiege, 
M'hile  he  marched  in  perfon  to  give  battle 
with  the  remainder.  At  this  critical  junCture 
Daun  came  forward ; the  Fabius  of  the  Auf- 
trians,  who  by  his  conl'titutional  caution,  was 
wonderfully  well  adopted  to  make  head  againft 
a Prince  of  Fredericks  character.  He  was  of  a 
noble  family,  and  had  long  ferved  with  dif- 
tinCtion  in  the  Imperial  forces.  Naturally 
phlegmatic,  and  often  irrefolute,  he  required 
to  be  impelled,  rather  than  reltrained.  Of 
infurmountable  coolnefs,  uo  dangers  ruffled, 
and  no  reverfes  deprelled  him.  In  his  friend 
General  Lacy,  who  accompanied  him,  he 
found  the  qualities  which  nature  had  denied 
to  himfelf ; decifion,  aCtivity,  and  energy. 
To  Lacy^s  advice  and  exhortations,  was  in 
faCt  due  much  of  the  fame  acquired  by  Daun, 
who  highly  efteemedhim,  and  confulted  him, 
on  all  occaiions  of  emergency. 

The  ftories  which  are  related  of  Daunks 
felf-podefflon  in  the  article  of  danger  excite  a 
degree  of  admiration,  and  almolt  of  incre- 
dulity. 
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dullty.  Count  Stuart,  an  ofilccr  of  Scotch 
cxtfa6lion,  who  ferved  under  him  during  a 
great  part  of  the  war;  affured  me  that  at  the 
battle  of  Hohkirchen  in  1758,  he  favv  Daiin 
giving  fome  direftions  to  a colonel  of  artillery, 
when  a cannon  ball  took  olf  his  head.  The 
Marfhal,  though  he  was  fo  clofe  as  to  be  co- 
vered with  the  blood,  neither  turned  alide, 
nor  uttered  a word,  nor  made  the  fmalleft 
motion.  Perfe6tly  calm,  he  only  addrelied 
himfelf  to  the  next  artillery  officer  in  rank, 
orderiiiir  him  to  execute  the  commiflion  with 
which  he  had  char2:ed  the  other.  It  is  wtU 
known  that  on  another  occafion,  riding  out 
with  General  Serbelloni  to  reconnoitre  the 
Pruffian  forces,  they  were  repeatedly  fired  at 
by  parties  pofted  in  the  hedges.  The  fliot 
flying  about  their  heads,  Daun  was  prudently 
preparing  to  retire  ; but  Serbelloni,  pointing 
with  his  finger  to  an  obje6t  which  he  wiihed 
the  Marfhal  to  remark,  exclaimed,  “ Chs  ne 
font  que  des  mouches.""  An  inftant  alter- 
*vards,  amufketflmt  ffiattered  his  hand  ; when 
Pauii  turnmg  quietly  round,  only  faid,“  lime 
‘‘  parpitau  moins,  que  lesmouchesont piques.'" 

It 
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It  was  at  Colin  that  Frederic  for  tlie  fil'd 
time  fully  experienced  the  inftability  of  forw 
tune.  His  preceding  viftories  appear  to 
have  fomewhat  intoxicated  him,  and  to  have 
induced  him  to  trull  too  much  to  the  fupe- 
rionty  of,  his  genius,  or  his  arms.  Marlhal 
Brown  having  been  rendered  incapable  of 
commanding,  in  confequence  of  his  wound  ; 
and  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  being  Ihut  up 
in  Prague  ; Daun  collected  the  fcattered  re- 
mains-of  the  Aullrians,  who  Avere  foon  joined 
by  neAv  forces.  About  eleA^eii  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  18th  of  June  1757,  his 
Fruflian  Majelty  appeared  in  light,  and  in- 
ilantly  prepared  for  battle.  Dauif s head- 
quarters Avere  ftationed  at  the  little  village  of 
Chotzemitz,  near  the  town  of  Colin,  on  an 
eminence ; from  Avhence,  Avith  a telefcope  in 
his  hand,  he  calmly  and  attenti\ely  furveyed 
every  difpolition  of  his  enemy.  He  remarked 
them  long  in  lilence ; and  at  length  taking 
•the  glafs  from  his  eye,'  Ma  foi,"  faid  he; 
ii  me  femble  que  le  Roi  doit  pen  Ire  au- 
jourd' huy.''  ’ 

■'*0  Frederic 
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Frederic  commenced  the  attack,  after  a 
yariety  of  manoeuvres,  at  two  in  the  after- 
noon. The  Auiirian$,  in  the  beginning  were 
thrown  into  fuch  confyhon,  that  Marlhal 
Daun,  appreheniiy.e  of  an  entire  defeat,  iffued 
orders  for  lecuring  his  retreat,  and  for  re- 
moving the  artillery  without  delay.  But, 
two  regiments  of  Saxons  newly  railed,  con- 
fiding principally  of  young  recruits  who  had 
fcarcely  feen  any  lervice,  were  highly  inftru- 
nieutal  in  checking  the  ardour  of  the  Prufll- 
ans,  They  repulled,  and  finally  drove  back 
tlie.  enemy.  Another  extraordinary  circum- 
ilance  inipoflible  to  have  been  forefeen, 
materially  contributed  to  decide  ultimately 
the  fate  of  the  action  in  favour  of  Daun.  One 

r 

of  the  PrulTian  columns  as  it  marched  up, 
was  annoyed  by  a party  of  Croats  ftationed 
in  a wood,  who  kept  up  a brifk  fire  on  their 
flank.  Tlie  King  when  informed  of  it,  dif- 
pached  an  Aide-de-camp  to  order  a regiment 
of  the  column  to  enter  the  wood,  and  to 
dillodge  the  Croats.  But,  the  officer  who 
tu-rried  the  mcllage,  forgot,  or  negledted  to 

caufe 
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•taufc  the  column  at  the  fame  time  to  ad- 
vance. On  the  contrary,  it  was  ftopped  for 
a conliderable  time,  while  the  regiment  fent 
to  attack  the  Croats,  executed  that  com- 
miflion.  If  inftead  of  halting,  the  column 
'had'  rapidly  filled  up  the  interval,  had  ad- 
vanced, opened,  and  formed  ; it  was  fuppofed 
■they  might  have  done  great  execution,  and 
.perhaps  have  totally  changed  the  afpeft  of 
affairs.  When  at  laft  they  came  up,  it  was 
too  late  to  be  of  any  cf!e6tual  fervice. 
.The  King  made  feveral  defperate  efforts  to 
carry  by  force  the  Auftrian  lines ; but,  his 
troops,  diiheartened  and  fatigued,  could  not 
be  induced  to  continue  their  attacks.  • To- 
wards eight  in  the  eve.ning  the  aftlon  ceafed, 
the  Pruffiana  fled,  and  the  rout  became 
general.  Frederic,  compelled  to  raife  the 
fiegc  of  .Prague  precipitately,  evacuated 
, Bohemia,  and  retired  in  fomc  difordcr  to- 
wards the  confines  of  Saxony. 

Never  w'as  victory  more  opportunely 
gained,  nor  more  important  in  its  confe- 
^|uences.  The  Auftriaii  army,  inclofed  within 
the  w'alls  of  Prague,  prefled  by  famine,  and 

diminilhed. 
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tliminiflied  by  ficknefs,  could  not  long  have 
held  out  the  place.  Nor,  had  Daun  been 
vanqiilflied  at  Colin,  could  any  new  efficient 
body  of  forces  have  been  fpeedily  oppofed' 
to  the  Priiflians.  They  might  ha^^e  advanced 
to  the  vicinity,  of  Vienna,  and  have  driven 
j\'Iaria  Thereia  from  her  capital,  as  had  been 
done  iixteen  years  before  by  the  French  and 
Bavarians.  So  fignal  a fervice  jultly  pro- 
cured Daun  a prodigious  reputation,  and 
the  death  of  Marffial  Brown  naturally  placed 
liim  in  the  fupremc  command,  of  the  Auf- 
trian  armies.  Browm  expired  at  Prague,  in 
confequence  of  his  wound,  accelerated  by  a 
confumptive  habit  of  body.  liis  enemies, 
pretended  that  the  chagrin  which  he  felt  at 
Dauffis  extraordinary  fuccefs,  when  con- 
trailed  with  his  own  recent  defeats  at  Prague, 
and  at  Low'ofitz,  haftened  his  end.  He  affect-, 
ed-  however,  to  participate  in  the  general 
congratulations  offered  to  Daun  on  the  vic- 
tory of  Colin.;  and  as  a teltimony  of  his 
effeem  for  him.  Brown  ordered  his  bell  En^-- 

* , O 

lidi  horfe  to  be  carried  to  tliat  commander, 

as* 
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as  foort  as  he  received  the  intelligence,  which 
he  furvived  only  a few  clays. 

A melancholy  reverfe  now  fiicceecled  to  the 
late  rapid  conqueft  of  Frederic.  Inftcad  ot 
(5ver-rimning  Bohemia,  and  penetrating  thro* 
Moravia,  into  Auliria,  as  he  expected  to  have 
done,  he  could  fearcely  maintain  himfelf  in 
Saxony.  The  victorious  troops  of  Daun  not 
only  prehed  him  upon  his  rear,  but  in  a great 
meafeire  recovered  Sildia : while  on  the  other 
lide,  the  army  of  the  German  Empire,  united 
with  the  forces  of  France,  advanced  to  attack 
' him  through  Thuringia.  The  fame  Prince, 
'who  in  June  appeared  to  be  on  the  point  of 
fiidating  peace  as  a conqueror  at  the  gates 
of  Vienna ; before  the  clofc  of  October, 
doubted  whether  he  fliould  be  able  to  defend 
his  patrimonial  dominions  from  the  attacks 
and  inroads  of  his  enemies.  But  the  cam- 
paign of  1757  exhibits  from  its  commence- 
ment to  its  termination,  an  unparallcd  chain 
of  reverfes  and  viciffitudes.  At  the  moment 
when  winter  was  already  begun,  and  tile 
refpecTive  armies  preparing  to  retire,  Fredenc, 
by  two  dccifive  vi6fories  completely  extri- 
cated^ 
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eaVcd  his  affairs,  and  refumed  all  his  former 
afcendancy. 

Rolbach,  a little  village  not  far  from  the 
banks  of  the  river  Saal  in  Thuringia,  was 
the  fcene  of  the  fiiTt  of  thefe  memorable 
a6lions.  It  took  place  on  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
ber; and  like  the  “ battle  of  the  Spurs,”  in  the 
fixtecnth  century,  might  rather  be  denomi- 
nated a rout  than  an  engagement.  • The 
allied  army  was  led  by  two  chiefs  ; the  forces 
of  the  Empire  being  commanded  by  the* 
Prince  of  Saxe-Hilburghaufen,  while,  the 
Trench  auxiliary  troops  were  under  the  or- 
ders of  the  Prince  of  Soubife.'  The  fuperiority 
of  the  Pruffian  manoeuvres  was  aided  no  lefs' 
by  the  temerity  of  the  enemy  previous  tO' 
the  engagement,  than  by  their  fubfequent 
panic.  Scarcely  did  they  make  any  refift- 
ance  for  more  than  half  an  hour.  During 
the  interview  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  in  1770,  at  Neuftadt  in 
^loravia,  Frederic  gave  his  Imperial  Majef-* 
ty  a molt  humorous  and  ludicrous  deferip- 
tion  of  the  battle  of  Rolbach  ; in  tlie  .courfe 
of  which  he  treated  the  Frencli  with  the 

utmoft 
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utmofi:  feverity  of  ricidule.  General  Noftlt^* 
Avho  was  prefent,  affured  me  of  the  fa6l.  In- 
deed, whatever  may  be  his  Pruflian  Majelly's 
partiality  towards  the  French  language,  of 
nation,  he  is  known  to  hold  their  military 
difcipline  and  tallies  in  the  utmoft  contempt. 

But  the  vi6lory  at  Rolbach,  however 
brilliant,  by  no  means  liberated  the  King 
from  bis  difficulties,  which  appeared  to  be 
infurmountable.  It  was  neceflary  to  gain 
aiiother  battle  not  lefs  decifive,  over  the 
Auftrians ; who  after  taking  Schweidnitz,  had 
attacked  and  defeated  the  Pruffians,  en- 
trenched under  the  cannon  of  Breflau. 
That  city  itfelf,  the  capital  of  Silefia. 
unable  to  refill  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand 
men,  had  furrendered ; while  the  ihattered 
remains  of  the  Prince  of  Bevern’s  fmall 
force  was.  reduced  to  abandon  any  fur, 
ther  attempt  to  flop  their  progrefs'.  Such 
was  frill  the  defperate  lituation  of  his 
alTairs  in  Silefia,  when  Frederic  gained 
the  battle  of  Lilfa,  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember. The  incapacity  and  mifeonduFt 

of 
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of  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  who  com- 
manded  the  Auftrian  forces,  enabled  the 
King,  with  inferior  numbers,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  lefs  than  three  hours,  nearly  to 
annihilate  that  formidable  army.  Inftead 
of  remaining  within  his  entrenchments, 
where  he  would  have  been  inattackable, 
Prince  Charles  unneceflarily  advanced,  and 
offered  Frederic  battle.  Silefia  was  the  pri^e 
for  which  they  contended,  and  it  immedi- 
ately returned  to  the  conqueror.  ^ Scarcely 
could  the  furvivors  of  the  defeat  at  Liffa, 
reduced  to  one-third  of  their  original  num- 
bers, reach  Bohemia ; where,  I am  affured, 
twenty  thoufand  Auftrians  were  carried  into 
the  hofpitals. 

Prince  Jofeph  Lobkowitz,  who  was  prefent 
in  the  a6lion  at  Liffa,  was  fent  on  the 
following  morning  to  the  field  of  battle ; 
a fufpenfion  of  arms  for  twenty-four  hours 
having  been  granted,  in  order  to  allow 
time  to  bury  the  dead.  ' The  cold  of  the 
night  was  extremely  fevere ; and  I have 

VoL.  I.  N heard 
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heard  him  lay,  that  the  lpe6iacle  which  pre- 
'fen ted  itfelf  to-  his  view,  was  fuch  as  no 
• langruage  cnuld  well  delcribe ; great  numbers- 
of  the  men  and  horfesrwho  had  fallen  on  the 
preceding  da}%'  remaining  hard  hrozen,  and 
their  limbs  fixed  in  the  attitudes  of  pain  or 
diftortion  in  wdiich  they  had  expired.  Nor 
w as  the  flio-ht  of  the  Aiiftriuns  after  the  en- 

O 

gagement,  lefs  deilru6tive  to  them,  than  had 
“been  the  a6Hon  itfelf.  Compelled,  almoli 
deftitiite  of  baggage  orneceflarie.s,to  pafs  the 
defiles  which  feparate  Silelia  from  Bohemia, 

• * and  purfued  by  the  Prulfrans ; tlioufands  funk 
under  the  wTight  of  their  arras,  and  periflied 
amiclil  the  fnows,  of  hunger,  cold,  and  fatigue; 
or  were  mafiacred  by  the  pe-afants.  After 
five  great  battles,  in  four  of  which  the  King 
had  lx3en  prefent,  and  in  diree'of  vvhicli  he 
had  been  victorious;  he  ftill  retained  pof* 
feflion  of  Saxony,  had  reconquered  Silefia, 
and  menaced  the  Emprefs  Queen  with  a 
new  irruption  into  her  dominions,  on  tlue 
return  of  fprmg.  j ; 

- - . . ' ^ ' The 
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'fhe  campaign  of  1758,  lefs  bnlllant  and 
varied  than  the  one  -which  -we  have  juft  re- 
viewed, difplays  neverthelefs  the  firm  cha- 
rdtder  and  vaft  refoiirccs  of  Frederic,  under 
circiimitances  the  moft  adverfe,  augmented 
deteat.  After  retaking  Schweidnitz,  the 
only  remaining  acq^uilition  of  the  enemy, 
he  burft‘unexpe6ledly  into  Moravia,  early  in 
the  fpringj  and  invefted  Olmutz,  the  capital. 
Had  he  fucceeded  before  it,  nothing  could 
have  prevented  his  penetrating  to  Vienna. 
It  is  however  the  opinion  of  almoft  every 
officer,  Pruffian,  Auftrian,  or  Saxon,  with 
whom  I ever  converfed  on  the  fubje6l,  that 
the  King  a6ted  injudicioufly  in  direHing  his 
arms  ag-ainft  Moravia.  If,  inftead  of  under- 
taking a fiege  fo  hazardous  and  difticult  as 
Olmufz',  he  had  entered  Bohemia  early  in 
May,  no  cfteFtual  oppofition  could  have  been 
made  to  him  by'Marftial  Daun,  whofe  army 
was  ftill  almoft  wholly  in  the  hofpitals.’  But' 
while  the  Pruffians  continued  before  Olmutz, 
that  cbrmnander  affembled  his  troops.  Lau-' 
dohnfwho'  afterwards' finalized  himfelf  fo^ 
‘ N 2 ' much 
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much  in  the  fubfequent  campaigns,  having 
defeated  a convoy  of  provifions  on  its  way 
to  the  Prufllan  camp,  compelled  Frederic  to 
renounce  his  enterprize.  He  retired ; but  it 
was  the  retreat  of  a Lion,  w'ho  turns  upon  his 
purfuei's.  Fruftrated,  not  vanquilhed;  for- 
midable even  in  defeat ; carrvlng  with  him 
all  his  artillery  and  his  baggage,  he  left  to 
Daun  little  more  than  a negative  triumph. 

New  and  equally  formidable  enemies 
waited  for  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Oder, 
whom  it  was  indifpenfable  to  expel  from  his 
dominions.  The  Mufcovites,  after  ravaging 
the  kingdom  of  PrulTia,  had  entered  the 
Ele61orate  of  Brandenburgh,  and  were  ad- 
vancing towards  Berlin,  conducted  by  Gene- 
ral Fermer.  Frederic  gave  them  battle  at 
the  little  village  of  Zorndorf,  not  far  from 
Cullrin  upon  the  Oder ; and  on  his  hde  it 
might  be  termed  a carnage,  rather  than  an 
action.  But  neither  the  fury  of  his  artillery^ 
the  valor  and  difcipline  of  his  infantry,  nor 
the  repeated  charges  of  his  cavalry,  could 
compel  the  Ruffians  to  recede  a foot;  much 

lefs 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  l8l 

lefs  to  turn  their  backs,  or  take  to  flight. 
During  near  thirteen  hours,  from  fix  in  the 
morning  till  feven  in  the  evening  of  the  25th 
ofAuguft,  they  withftood,  unmoved, every  ef- 
fort of  the  Pruflian  ta6tics.  After  the  daughter 
of  twenty-one  thoufand  men,  they  {fill  dif- 
dained  to  retreat,  and  night  alone  terminated 
the  combat.  But  the  Ruflian  commander, 
by  immediately  falling  back  towards  Poland, 
while  he  feemed  to  yield  the  honor  of  the 
vi6lory  to  Frederic,  allowed  him  time  like- 
wife  to  fly  to  the  afliftance  of  his  brother. 

It  was  become  neceflary  to  extricate 
Prince  Henry,  whom  Daiin  had  already 
furrounded  in  the  vicinity  of  Drefden. 
The  King^s  approach  effe6led  this  obje6t; 
but,  not  content  with  obliging  the  Auftrians 
to  abandon  their  projed,  he  rafldy  attempt- 
ed to  cut  off  their  communication  with 
Bohemia.  Regardlefs  of  the  advice  and 
remonftrances  of  Marfhal  Keith,  he  per- 
fifted  for  that  purpofe  to  occupy  a pofition 
at  the  village  of  Hohkirchen,  near  Baut- 
zen, in  Lufdtia.  Keith  predicted  to  him 
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that  he  would  be  there  attacked  by  Daim, 
and  averted  that  the  poll  was  untenable 
againit  fuperior  numbers.  His  apprehen- 
lions  were  flighted  by  the  King,  and  the 
event  foretold  by  Keith  took  place.  Favor- 
ed by  the  night  and  a thick  fog,  Daun,  on 
jhe  14th  of  October,  furprized  the  Pruflian 
camp,  drove  their  troop?  from  .the  heights 
of  Hohkirchen,  and  gained  a lignal  vic- 
tory, But  Fredericks  greateft  and  moft 
irreparable  lofs  was  that  of  Keith  himfclf, 
who,  after  having  rallied  the  foldiers,  and 
performed  for  more  than  three  hours  all  the 
functions  of  a confummate  General,  fell  in 
the  church-yard  of  the  village,  mortally 
w^ounded. 

Marfhal  Keith  was  born  in  Scotland, 
of  a very  ancient  and  noble  family,  which, 
unhappily,  from  principles  of  generous, 
but  miftaken  attachment  to  tlie  exiled 
houfe  of  Stuart,  engaged  in  the  rebellion 
of  1715,  againft  George  the  Firft.  Oblig- 
ed to  quit  his  native  country,  he  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  Ruliia,  where  he 
1 5 rofc 
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role  to  .the  rank  of  Fiekl-Marihal  ;•  and 
afterwards  paffed  into  that  of  Frederic  the 
Second.  By  him,  who  knew  how.’  to 
appreciate,  and  to  value  merit,  Keith  was 
not  lefs  Ixdoved . than  refpe6ted.  All  his 
exertions  to  w'refl  the  vi6tory  from  Dauii 
at  Hohkirchen,  were  unfuccelsful.  His 
hody,  after  he  fell,  llripped  and  naked,  w'as 
carried’  into  the  church  of  the  village,  and 
laid  upon  a barrow,  covered  with  a Croat's 
cloak.  When  all  rehftance  on  the  |xirt  of 
the  Prufiian.s  was  completely  at  an  end, 
and  their  army  dil’perfed  ; MarlKal  Daiin, 
accompanied  by  Lacy  and  leveral  other 
oflicers  entered  the  church. « Seeing  a 
d«.‘ad  body  expofed'on  a barrow,  and  con- 
ceiving, it  to  be  fome  perfon  of  dhtiu6iioa, 
he  enquired  who  it  was.^  Lacy  approached 
the  corpfe,'  and  after  attentively  regarding 
it,  exclaimed  with  great  emotion,  “Alas! 
*ti.s  my  father’s  bell:  friend,  ’tis  Keith!** 
J'he  late  Marlhal  Lacy  and  he  Itad  both 
l)een  in  the  fervice  of  RulTia,  had  maxie 
more  than  one  campaign  together,  under 
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the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  and 
had  lived  on  terms  of  intimate  friend- 
lliip.  At  fo  melancholy  a piece  of  intel- 
ligence, Daun  burft  into  tears,  as  did  Lacy, 
and  every  perfon  prefent.  How  afFe6iing 
a moment ; and  how  fublime,  as  well  as 
touching  a fubje6t,  for  the  pencil  of  an 
artift! 

While  they  were  paying  this  tribute  of 
refpe6l  and  fympathy  to  the  remains  of 
Keith,  a Croat  made  his  . appearance, 
drefl'ed  in  the  MarfhaFs  uniform,  and  hav- 
ing acrofs  his  bread  the  yellow  riband  of 
the  Pruffian  order  of  the  “ Black  Eagle/* 
Daun  demanding  of  him  how  he  came  by 
thofe  fpoils,  “ I took  them,**  anfwered  the 
Croat,  “ from  the  man  who  lies  yonder, 
whom  I killed  and  dripped.  I have  given 
him  in  return  my  cloak.**  The  corpfe 
was  fcarcely  in  the  lead  disfigured,  or 
bloody  ; nor  was  it  without  fome  difficulty, 
and  after  confiderable  fearch,  that  the 
wound  which  he  had  received,  was  dif- 
coverable.  A mulket-ball  had  penetrated 
t . his 
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Ills  fide  or  flank,  but  the  orifice  was  hardly 
perceptible,  and  only  marked  by  a fmall 
purple  fpot.  As  he  fell  on  his  back,  he 
had  bled  inwardly.  ' . 

Daun  having  inftantly  ordered  out  three 
regiments  under  arms,  caufed  him  to  be 
interred  with  all  the  military  honours  due  to 
his  high  rank  and  his  diftinguifhed  merit. 
On  the  enlliing  day  the  Marfhal  received 
a letter  from  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  brought 
by  a trumpet.  Frederic,  after  congra- 
tulating him  on  his  late  vi6tory,  and 
complimenting  him  on  the  manoeuvres 
which  had  conduced  to  fo  fignal  a fuccefs, 
requefted  him  to  render  every  military  ho- 
nor to  the  remains  of  the  great  man,  whom 
it  had  been  his  misfortune  to  lofe.  The 
Auftrian  commander  in  his  reply  befought 
the  King  to  believe,  that  he  had  not  waited 
for  his  royal  commands  on  fuch  a point ; 
l)ut  had  already  paid  to  the  deceafed  Mar- 
flial  every  mark  of  refpe6l  in  his  power. 
Frederic,  in  his  letter  to  Daun,  made  no 
mention  whatever  of  Prince  Francis  of 

Brunfwic, 


lS6  MEMOIRS  OF  THE 

Bnmfvvlc,  his  own  brother-in-law,  who 
had  fallen  in  the  fame  action.  Sir  Robert 
Keith,  (now  envoy  at  Vienna,  and  fo  well 
known  by  his  fpirited  condii6t  in  Denmark 
during  the  revolution  in  1772,)  has  lately 
creeled  in  the  church  of  Hohkirchen,  an 
eleg’ant  marble  monument  to  the  memory 
of  his  relation,  Marthal  Keith.  Every  par- 
ticular 'relative  to  his  detith,  here  enume- 
rated, was  imparted  to  me  by  an  Aultrian 
officer  of  diftin6lion  who  was  prefent  at 
Hohkirchen. 

- Jf  the  King  cannot  be  exempted  from 
cenfure  for  perlilihig,'  in  contradiction  to 
Keitlfs  advice,  to  occupy  the  camp  at 
Hohkirchen,  he  is  mot  lefs  to  be  admired 
for  the  celerity  and  ikill  with  which  he 
repaired  his  defeat.  Far  from  reconquering 
Silelia,  -or  even,  expelling  him  from  Sax- 
ony, Daun  found  him  equally  formidable 
as  before  the  late  misfortune.  Wlum  he 
attempted  to  befiege  Neifs,  and  aftervvaixls 
to  attack  Drefden,  Frederic  obliged  him  to 
renounce  both  enterprizes,  .'and  linally  to 
.•  kill 
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fall  back  upon  Bohemia.  The  army  of  the 
Empire,  which  nearly  at  the  lame  time 

made  a feeble  effort  to  regain  their  honour 

- ^ 

lolt  at  Rolbach,  was  eahly  repulfed : while 
the  Swedes,  who  only  half  a century  before 
had  triumphantly  overrun  Poland,  Ruffia, 
and  Saxony,  under  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
were  compelled  to  retire  precipitately  from 
Pomerania.  If  the  campaign  of  1758  had 
been  more  difaftrous  to  Frederic  than  the 
preceding  one,  it  had  likewile  manifefted 
in  a confpicuous  manner  his  prodigious 
refources.  The  next  year  was  deftined  to 
put  him  to  Itill  feverer  trials. 

Daun  no  longer  engaged  in  1759,  the 
principal  attention  of  the  King.  Content 
with  watching  his  motions,  \vith  covering 
Silelia,  and  defending  Saxony,  Frederic 
dire6led  his  moll  a6tive  exertions  againlt 
another  enemy.  The  Ruflians,  led  by 
Soltikoff,  who  had  replaced  their  former 
commander;  after  defeating  General  Wedel 
at  Zullicbau,  near  Croflen  on  the  Oder, 
had  continued  theiV  march  tow';u*d  Berlin. 

It 
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It  was  marked  by  ravages  of  every  kind 
and  the  King,  irritated  to  a pitch  of  defpe- 
ration  at  the  defeat  of  Wedel,  refolved  to 
give  them  once  more  battle.  The  Oder, 
which  had  been  twice  the  fcene  of  thefe 
conflifts,  witneffed  a third  engagement  not 
lefs  fanguinary,  and  ftill  more  memomble 
from  its  termination.  All  the  preceding 
difafters  which  Frederic  had  experienced, 
were  light  in  comparifon  with  the  defeat 
that  he  fuftained  at  Cunerfdorf. 

' - Apprehenlive  from  the  motions  of  the 
Pruffian  army,  that  the  King  meditated 
an  attack  on  Soltikoff,  Marlhal  Daun  de- 
tached Laudohn  to  join  him,  at  the  head 
of  twelve  thoufand  Auftrians  and  Saxons, 
principally  cavalry.  The  junction  was 
€fte6ted,  not  without  difficulty,  a very 
few  days  before  the  engagement.  On 
the  afternoon  immediately  preceding  it, 
Soltikoff  and  Laudohn  rode  out  together, 
in  order  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  As 
it  was  evident  that  the  Kins:  meant  to 
bring  on  a battle,  Soltikoff  took  occafion  to 

explaia 
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explain  to  his  colleague,  the  difpofitions 
which  he  intended  to  make  for  receiving 
the  Pruffians.  He  pointed  out  at  the  fame 
time^the  poiition  in  which  he  Ihould  wait 
for  the  attack,  and  the  point  againft 
which,  as  he  conceived,  it  would  be  princi- 
pally directed.  Laudohn,  though  he  coin- 
cided with  him  in  opinion,  enquired  never- 
thelefs,  what  meafures  he  had  taken  for 
covering  or  fecuring  his  retreat,  in  cafe 
of  a difafter?  “ None  whatever,"^  replied 
Solti kolf ; “ the  Ruffians  are  unacquainted 
with  retreats:  they  always  either  conquer 
or  die.^' 

On  the  following  morning,  the  tw^elfth 
of  Auguft,  Frederic  attacked  the  entrench- 
ed camp  at  Cunerfdorf;  his  greateft  efforts 
being  dire6ted  againft  their  flank,  at  the 
only  point  where  it  was  acceffible,  by 
a narrow  opening  through  a mo  raft'.  ^ Tw^o 
Ruffian  regiments  ftationed  in  the  pafs, 
long  fuftained  without  giving  way,  ^ the 
onfet  of  the  Pruffian  army  : they . were 
at  length  put  to  the  fword,  and  ' fell  in  / 

their 
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their  ranks.  SoltikofF  propofed  therefore 
to  Laudohn,  that  a regiment  of  Aultrians 
iliould  inarch  into  the  vacant  fpace,  along 
fide  of  a regiment  of  his  own  troops. 
But  the  Auftrian  foldiers  reje<?ted  the  pro- 
pofal  with  indignation.  “ We  are  ready 
to  fight/^  cried  they ; “ but  not  to  ho 
butchered  like  vi6fims/’  Neither  re- 
proachefs  nor  entreaties  could  alter  tlieir 
determination ; and  they  ^yere  even  fo 
exafperated  againft  Laudohn,  that  they 
threatened  to  tear  him  in  pieces.  In  order 
to  avoid  their  fury,  he  Mas  obliged  to  con- 
ceal hlmfelf  for  a Ihort  time  among  the 
baggage,  till  their  firll  emotions  of  refent- 
ment  had  fublided. 

In  this  fituation,  imfupported  by  his 
Auftrian  allies^  Soltikoft'  inftantly  ordered 
two  regiments  of  his  own  troops  to  ad- 
vance,  with  drums  beating  and  colours 
flying.  Like  their  jircdeceflbrs  they  were 
cut  to  pieces;  and  were  fucceeded  by  two 
rhore,  who  • underwent  a fimilar  fate. 
Scarcely  a man  remained  alive;  but,  their 

bodies 
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J)odios  fooii  formed  a ftnpendous  monnd, 
roniplelely  filling  the  fpace  through  which 
alone  the  enemy  could  penetrate.  01  the 
feventh  and  eighth  -regiments,  which*  in 
turn  occupied  the  lame  Ipot,  fo  few  efcaped, 
that  the  gentleman"  who  related  thefe  par-, 
ticulars,  allured  me,  an  ollicer  of  the  name 
of  Richter,  though  only  an  enlign-  in  the 
.morning,  commanded  the  lurvivors  at  the 
dole  of  the  day. 

Such  troops,  though  they  might  be  put 
to  the  fword,  it  leemexl  impoffible  to  van- 
quilb.  The  Prullian.s,  wearied  with  daugh- 
ter, and  finkins:  under  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  which  was  intolerable,  began^ 
after  fome  hours,  to  relax  in  their  ardour. 
Inftead  of  refling  fatisfied  with  the  imnor- 
tant  advantage  which  he  had'  cheaply 
gained,  and  waiting  for  a more  favourable 
occafion  to  complete  the  deftrudion  of  his 
enemies ; Frederic,  in  oppolition  to  all  ad- 
vice, forced  his  foldiers  to  new  ^exertions. 
Laudohn  perceiving*  their,  exhaufled  con- 
dition, 
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dition,  and  inflantly  availing  himfelf  of  it, 
made  a defperate  charge  at  the  head  of  the  ^ 
Auftrian  cavalry,  which  decided  the  for- 
tune of  the  day.  The  Pruffians  fled  on 
every  fide,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
abandoned  the  field.  Tents,  artillery,  bag- 
gage, every  thing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
conqueror.  Scarcely  could  ten  men  be 
colle6led  together  in  a body.  Frederic, 

' obliged  to  confult  his  fafety  by  flight, 
.pafTed  the  night  in  a hut,  only  a few  miles 
from  the  fcene  of  his  defeat,  deflitute  of 
prote6lion,  and  almoft  without  neceffaries. 
Laudohn,  after  expreffing  to  the  Ruffian 
General  his  admiration,  of  the  valour  and 
fleadinefs  of  his  troops,  offered,  if  Soltikoff 
.would  entruft  a few  of  them  to  his  com- 
mand, to  go  in  purfuit  of  the  beaten  enemy, 
he  even  ventured  to  anfwer  for  bringing 
his  Prufifian  Majefty  prifoner  into  the 
camp  within  three  days.  Far  from  accept- 
ing the  offer,  Soltikoff  coldly  declined  it. 

“ I have  already  gained  two  battles,”  faid 

he, 
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llOj  “ in  little  more  than  a fortnight ; let 
“ my  brother  Daun  now  do  fomething  in 
“ the  common  caufe/' 

Inftead  of  being  overwhelmed  by  fo  great 
a difader,  as  might  have  been  naturally  ex- 
pe6led,  Frederic  foon  revived  more  formida- 
ble From  his  defeat.  The  ina6lion  of  the 
Ruffians  happily  allowed  him  timetoalTemble 
a new  army ; and  Soltikoff  neither  followed 
up  his  victory  at  Cunerfdorfj  nor  atchieved 
any  thing  of  confequence  during  the  reft  of 
the  campaigni  But  Drefden,  which  the 
Pruflians  had  hitherto  held,  was  wrefted  from  ' 
them  by  Daun;  and  as  if  fomething  ftnifter 
preftded  in  the  councils  of  their  Sovereign,  he 
underw  ent  foon  afterwards  a humiliation  ftill 
more  poignant  than  the  calamity  of  Cunerf- 
dorf:  I mean  the  Ihrrender  of  near  twenty- 
thoufand  troops  at  Maxen ; an  event  which 
may  almoft  be  compared  with  the  difgrace 
of  the  Caudine  Forks,  fo  memorable  in  the 
hiftory  of  Rome.  Ever  difpofed  from  his 
turn  of  mind  and  chara6ler,  to  a6l  often- 
fively,  the  King  ventured  to  detach  a body 
of  forces,  in  order  to  cut  off  Dauffs  com- 
VOL.  I,  ^ O municalion 
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iniinlcation  uith  Bolieniia.  They  were 
rommanded  to  take  poft  at  Maxen ; a 
poiUioii  capable  of  being  defended  againft 
iiiperior  nnmbei's,  and  from  its  fituation 
admirably  calculated  to  intercept  the  retreat 
of  the  Aiiftnans.  Finck,  a General  of  expe- 
rience and  merit,  was  fele6ted  for  this 
commiffion;  in  the  execution  of  which,  he 
did  not,  however,  by  any  means  anfwer 
the  expeftations  of  his  malter. 

I have  heard  the  condu6l  of  Finck  dif- 
cufled  by  many  Auftrian  officers  who  were 
prefent  at  his  furrender;  and  they  in  gene- 
ral agree,  that  he  not  only  took  a bad  poli- 
tion,  but  that  he  defended  it  ftill  worfe. 
By  leaving  the  heights  above  his  camp 
unoccupied,  he  committed  an  irreparable 
fault,  which  enabled  Daun,  after  ffidl;  fur- 
rounding, ultimately  to  compel  him  to  lay 
down  his  arms.  Always  flow,  and  frequent- 
ly irrcfolute,  Daun  hefitated  neverthelefs, 
whether  he  fhould  make  the  attempt ; but 
the  exhortations  of  Lacy  prevailed  over  liis 
indecifion.  Finck,  invefted  on  every  fide 
by  the  Auftrians,  found  efcape  impoffible ; 

and 
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and  LacvJ  after  ha-vins:  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  heights  which  commanded  the 
Pruhian  camp,  fummoned  their  commander 
to  furrender.  He  was  not  in  want  of 
provifions  ; and  General  Wunfch,  as  well 
as  many  other  officers,  indignant  at  the 
idea  of  fnbmitting  to  an  ignominious  capb 
tulation,  propofed  either  to  cut  their  pafTage 
through  the  enemy,  or  to  perilh  to  the  lall 
man  fword  in  hand.  Finck,  though  he 
reje6led  the  propofal,  yet  did  not  furrender 
till  he  had  vainly  made  every  effort  to  libe- 
rate himfelf  and  his  unfortunate  army. 
While  the  articles  w'ere  framing,  Wunfch 
attempted  to  force  his  way  at  the  head  of 
two  regiments  of  cavalry*  But,  on  the 
menace  of  the  Auftrians  to  put  the  remain- 
ing troops  to  the  fword,  and  at  Finch’s  ex- 
prefs  command,  he  relu6lantly  returned  to 
the  camp.  Seventeen  thoiifand  of  Frederic’s 
veteran  Ibldiers  piled  up  their  arms.  Lacy 
rode  in  ' among  them,  after  having  con- 
cluded the  capitulation,  and  made  regi* 
ment  after  regiment  prifdners  of  war. 
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The  King  was  more  deeply  fenfible  to  this 
difgraceful  and  unexpected  blow,  than  he 
had  been  to  all  his  preceding  defeats.  In 
tlie  violence  of  his  refentment,  he  refufed  to 
admit  Finck  to  his  prefence,  or  even  to  hear 
his  juftification.  That  officer,  who  foon 
afterwards  entered  into  the  Danifli  fervice, 
is  iince  dead  at  Copenhagen.  I ought  how- 
ever to  add,  that  many  perfons  here  at 
Berlin,  who  are  well  able  to  appreciate  the 
conduct  of  Finck,  declare  that  he  was  far 
lefs  culpable  than  unfortunate.  They  affiert 
that  he  originally  remonftrated  againft  the 
meafure  of  taking  poft  at  Maxen,  and  only 
did  it  in  compliance  with  his  matte Fs  peremp- 
tory orders.  Under  this  dark  cloud  termi- 
nated the  campaign  of  1759,  rendered  for 
ever  memorable  by  the  reverfes  ofCunerfdorf 
and  of  Maxen.  Saxony  w^as  likewife  w'retled 
from  Frederic,  w hich  had  hitherto  ferved  as 
a barrier  to  his  own  dominions ; while  his 
'enemies,  elated  by  fuccefs,  promifed  them- 
felves  to  effect  his  entire  dettruCtion  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enfuing  year, 
i Neither 


^9 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETCi  I97 

Neither  Daun  nor  Soltikoff  form  the  moft 
confpicuous  figures  in  the  campaign  of  1760. 
On  the  contrary,  they  fink  into  comparative 
obfcurity ; while  Laudohn,  who  had  fo  lately 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  at  Cunerfdorf,  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  views,  added  to  the  deci- 
hon  and  rapidity  of  his  movements,  conti- 
nued to  inflift  the  moft  fevere  and  humili- 
ating wounds  on  the  Pruftian  Monarchy. 
Fouquet,  another  General  of  Frederic's, 
renewed  in  fome  meafure  at  Landfliut,  the 
ignominious  capitulation  of  Finch  at  Maxen 
He  made  indeed  a more  vigorous  defence ; 
but;  the  termination  was  fcarcely  lefs  dif- 
honourable,^  and  equally  calamitous.  Of 
twenty-one  thoufand  men  whom  he  com- 
manded, not  above  fix  thoufand  efcaped  the 
fword  or  a prifon ; and  Fouquet  himfelf  w as 
among  the  number  of  the  captives.  Two 
fuch  difafters  following  each  other  at  fo 
fhort  an  interval,  fullied  no  lefs  the  luftre 
of  the  Pruftian  arms,  than  they  elevated  the 
courage  of  their  opponents.  Glatz,  one 
gf  the  keys  of  Silelia,  for  which  Laudohn 
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and  Fouqiiet  had  eontended,  fell  to  the 
former. 

That  province,  to  recover  which  was 
always  a favorite  obje6l  of  Maria  Therefa, 
became  once  more  the  principal  theatre  of 
military  operations,  where  Frederic  main- 
tained a defperate  and  unequal  contiicl 
againft  fuperior  forces.  On  every  fide  he 
appeared  to  be  precluded  not  only  from  af- 
iiftance,  but  even  from  efcape.  The  Auftrian 
and  Ruffian  Generals  having  enclofed  him, 
anticipated  his  fall  or  his  furrender.  They 
already  meditated  to  furprife  him  in  his  camp, 
and  to  renew  the  affair  at  Hohkirchen.  But, 
the  genius  of  Frederic,  matured  by  experience 
and  misfortune,  fuftained,  and  his  celerity 
extricated  him  in  this  emergency.  Without 
allowing  his  enemies  time  to  complete  their 
meafures,  he  marched  to  meet  the  danger ; 
and  fele61ing  Laudohn  as  being  the  moff  ex- 
pofed  from  his  fituation,  he  attacked  that 
General  at  Lignitz  on  the  15th  of  Auguft. 
After  a def})erate  rcfiftance  the  King  obtain- 
ed a vi6£ory  fo  much  the  more  grtitifying,  as 
it  was  gained  over  a commander  whofc  name 
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and  fuccefles  had  deprefled  the  Prurilans.  It 
has  been  commonly  aflerted  that  Lacy?  ^vho 
commanded  a leparate  body  of  troops,  and 
who  was  Ihitioned  in  the  vicinity,  might  ha\  e 
advanced  in  time  to  Laudohifs  relief;  but, 
that  actuated  by  a I'pirit  of  rivalfliip  or  jea- 
loiify,  he  withheld  his  afhllance.  So  un- 
founded as  w ell  as  imjuit  an  afperfion,  is  bell 
confuted  by  Lacy’s  whole  life  and  cham6ter. 
Far  from  fullaining  any  diminution  of  fame, 
Laudohn  rofe  more  brilliant  from  his  de- 
feat, and  glorioully  repaired  the  diltafter  of 
Lignitz  before  the  clofe  of  the  war. 

Under  the  ordinarv  circuniltances  of  con- 
tending  nations,  where  the  refpe6live  force  of 
the  combatants  had  been  in  any  meafure  ba- 
lanced, Frederic’s  late  vi6tory  would  have 
given  him  a decided  fuperiority  over  his  op- 
ponents during  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 
p-aign.  But,  fo  immenfe  was  the  difparity  of 
numbers  and  ftrength,  that  no  common  ex- 
ertions feemed  able  long  to  protra6f  his  total 
ruin.  Berlin  and  Potzdam  were  laid  under 
contribution  by  the  Ruffians ; Laudohn,  not- 
w ithftanding  his  defeat,  ftill  maintained  him- 
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felf  in  the  midfi:  of  Silefia,  while  Daun  and 
Lacy  were  mafters  of  Saxony  and  Lufatia, 
It  was  not  enough  for  Frederic  to  have  forced 
SoltikofT to  abandon  Brandenburgh,and  ulti-i 
mately  to  evacuate  the  other  parts  ofhisdo-^ 
minions.  Some  great  and  decilive  vidlory 
was  become  neceflTary,  in  order  to  enable  hint 
again  to  take  up  his  winter-quarters  in  Saxony. 
Rendered  alinoft  defperate  by  his  fituation, 
and  regardlefs  of  obftacles,  Frederic  refolv-. 
ed  therefore  to  attack  the  Auftrians,  though 
they  occupied  a pofition  along  the  Elbe, 
equally  ftrong  and  advantageous.  Such 
were  the  circumftances  in  which  took  place 
the  memorable  battle  of  Torgau,  on  the  third 
of  November* 

In  no  a6lion  of  the  whole  war,  not  even 
at  Colin,  did  the  King  commit  fo  much  to 
fortune;  fmce  the  confequences  of  defeat  to 
him  were  incalculable.  Animated  by  a fcnfe 
of  the  neceffity  of  conquering,  he  forgot  every 
perfonalconfideration,and  expofed  himfclf  to 
tile  fevered  firo,  while  he  rallied  and  led  his 
cavalry  again  and  again  to  the  charge.  But 
fueh  were  the  impediments,  natural  and 
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artificial,  with  which  his  infantry  had  to  con«» 
tend,  that  though  they  difplayedthe  fteadiell 
courage,  they  never  could  open  and  form  in 
face  of  the  Auftrian  batteries.  Towards 
evening,  notwithftandiilg  the  pertinacious 
efforts  of  the  King  to  tear  the  vi6fory  from 
Daun,  he  not  only  maintained  his  ground, 
but  had  repulfed  the  Prnfiiuns.  Eighteen 
thoufand  of  their  bed;  troops  were  left  on  the 
field,  and  fcarcely  two  thirds  of  that  number 
had  fallen  on  the  other  fide.  Frederic,  un-. 
able  to  renew  the  conteft  with  any  profpe6t 
of  fuccefs,  muft  have  fallen  back  upon  Bran- 
denburgh;  and  Daim  had  already  difpatched 
a courier,  to  announce  to  the  Emprefs  Queen 
the  intelligence  of  a decilive  v*i6lory,  when 
an  iinexpe6fed  and  fortuitous  event  com-’ 
pletely  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day. 

Some  Prufiian  foldiers  having  accidentally 
dlfcovered  that  the  heights  of  Siplitz,  which 
commanded  the  Auftrian  camp,  w’cre  un- 
guarded, carried  the  intelligence  to  their 
officer.  After  afcertairiirig  the  fa6f,  he  re^’ 
ported  it  to  General  Zietlien  ; who,  equally 
Rflomfhed  and  delighted  at  the  information, 
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caiifed  fcveral  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  iin- 
nied lately  tranfported  thither,  and  occupied 
the  poft  with  a detachment  of  troops.  The 
<larknefs  of  the  night  favoured  and  facili- 
tated his  operations.  At  daybreak  fo 
tremenduous  a cannonade  opened  on  tlie 
forces  of  Daun,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
break  up  his  camp,  and  to  retire  in  the 
utmoll  confufion,  harraffed  and  purfiiod  by 
the  Pruflians.  A fecond  courrier  was  fent  olf 
to  Vienna,  to  communicate  to  Maria  Idie- 
refa  the  difaftrous  reverfe  which  had  taken 
place.  Lacy  alone,  of  all  the  Imperial  Ge- 
nerals, retreated  in  admirable  order  at  the 
head  of  the  divifion  which  he  commanded, 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe.  In  light 
of  the  vi6lorious  army,  on  the  fame  fide  of 
the  river,  he  made  good  his  retreat  for 
fevcral  leagues.  Then  crofling  the  Elbe  at 
the  town  of  Meiflen,  he  gained  the  oppofitc 
lieights,  and  checked  the  further  progrefs 
of  the  enemy.  It  is  univerfally  admit- 
ted that  this  manoeuvre  may  rank  with 
the  fuieft  of  the  prefent  age.  But  all  the 
advantages  of  victory  remained  not  lefs  to 
! Frederic. 
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Frederic.  Luudohn,  relu6taiitly  compelled 
to  quit  Silelia,  once  more  abandoned  that 
Dutchy  ; while  the  Pruflians,  favoured  by 
their  late  fuccefs,  took  up  their  winter-quar- 
tern again  in  Saxony. 

The  campaign  of  1761,  unlike  all  the 
preceding,  is  Iterile  in  great  evtmts,  no  ge- 
neral adtion  having  been  fought  anywhere 
iVom  its  commencement  to  its  clofe.  En- 
feebled by  their  pad  exertions,  and  render- 
ed mutually  cautious  by  the  reverfes  of 
fortune  w hich  they  had  in  turn  experienced, 
neither  party  feemed  inclined  to  rilk  an  en- 
gagement. But,  it  began  to  be  apparent 
that  the  King  muft  ultimately  link  under  fucli 
an  unequal  ftruggle,  which  neither  fubfidies, 
nor  ability  however  confummate,  nor  mili- 
tary Ikill  could  much  longer  portrait.  At  no 
period  of  the  war'does  he,  indeed,  judly  ex- 
cite fo  much  admiration.  Five  campaigns 
had  deprived  him  of  his  molt  able  Generals, 
and  left  him  little  other  refource  than  in 
the  uiifhaken  lirmnefs  of  his  ow  n chara6ler. 
A Prince  of  meaner  capacity  mull  have 
inevitably  fallen  under  the  weight  of  his 
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enemies  and  his  eiicreafing  embarraflments. 
Frederic,  by  judicioufly  protra6iing  the  final 
ifiiie,  effected  his  extrication.  Inlfead  of 
acting  offenlively  and  committing  all  to 
hazard,  as  he  had  done  more  than  once  in  the 
preceding  campaigns;  he  feems  to  have  ex-> 
changed  qualities  with  liis  antagonift,  and 
to  have  adopted  tlie  phlegm  as  well  as  the 
caution  of  Daun.  This  verfatility*  which  is 

V' 

not  the  lead  w^onderful  feature  of  his  charac-^ 
ter,  proved  the  prefervation  of  Silelia,  and  of 
the  Prufhan  Monarchy.  Both  mud:  have  been 
lofl  by  a falfe  ftep,orbyana6t  of  imprudence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Court  of  Vienna 
and  the  commanders  of  the  Andrian  forces, 
by  not  adopting  the  mod:  vigorous  mea^ 
fares  at  this  period  of  the  war,  w'erc 
guilty  of  an  unpardonable  error.  They 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  their  ally  tho 
Eraprefs  of  Ruffia  w’as  in  a very  precarious 
date  of  health  ; they  knew  that  her  death 
would  at  lead  dilfolve  the  union  betw'cen  the 
two  Crowns;  and  that  the  accedion  of  the 
Great  Duke  her  nephew  would  convert  the 
Kudians  into  open  enemies.*  Under  fuch 
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circumftances,  it  feems  obvious  that  Daun 
Ihould  have  forced  the  King  to  an  action, 
let  the  obftacles  have  been  ever  lb  great,  or 
the  chances  ever  fo  unequal;  lince  a fmgle 
viblory  over  him  would  have  terminated  the 
conteft.  But,  though  Maria  Therefa^s  forces 
were  joined  by  the  Ruflians  not  far  from 
Brcflaw ; fo  ably  and  advantageoufly  did 
Frederic  chufe  his  pofition,  that  Daun  never 
ventured  to  attack  him  in  his  camp  near  • 
Schvveidnitz.  While  his  brother  Prince 
Henrv,  with  inferior  forces  defended  Saxony 
and  Braiidenburgh;  the  King  baffled  all  tiic 
eftbrts  of  Daun  to  bring  on  a general  engage- 
ment, and  finally  compelled  his  Mufeovite 
allies  to  retire  into  Poland,  without  ehbcling 
any  material  objeef  in  favour  of  the  common 
caufe.  If  Laudohn  had  not  partly  fupplied 
Daub's  • inactivity,  the  campaign  of  1761 
would  prefent  a blank  completely  deftitute  of 
events  : but,  neither  Frederic's  activity  nor 
his  vigilence  however  unremitted,  could  pre- 
•vent  that  able  General,  the  fcourge  of  Pruflia, 
from  at  once  forming  and  executing  an  enter- 
prize,  in  which  we  are  at  a lofs  whether 
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admire  mod  his  audacity,  his  rapidity,  or  his 
fuccefs.  Schweidnit?,  the  mod  important 
fortrefs  in  all  Silefia,  defended  by  a numerous 
garrifon,and  commanded  by  a general  ofticeT 
of  approved  capacity,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the Audrians.  Laudohn ha^•illg unexpeftcdly 
marched  with  the  velocity  of  lightning  to  at- 
tack it  on  the  fird  of  October,  indantly  planted 
his  ladders  againd  the  walls;  and  defpifmg  the 
ordinary  forms  of  a liege,  carried  it  by  dorm, 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  three  hours. 

So  unexpe6led  a difader  feemed  to  p'refage 
the  approaching  fall  of  the  King  himfelf, 
which  every  thing  announced  to  be  imminent 
and  almod  inevitable.  Charles  the  Twelfth’s 
fituation  after  his  defeat  at  Pultowa,  wa.s 
hardly  more  defperate  than  that  of  Frederic, 
towards  the  clofe  of  1761.  Another  cam- 
paign, according  to  all  appearances,  mud  have 
laid  him  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  vad 
combination  which  had  determined  his 
dedruclion.  Maria  Therefa,  midrefs  of 
Schweidnitz  and  of  Glatz,  already  anticipat- 
ed the  redoration  of  all  Silefia ; while  the 
various  Princes  and  States  of  Germany,  whom 
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Frederic  had  either  injured  or  attacked,  im- 
patiently Avaited  for  the  accomplHliment  of 
their  refpeftive  expectations,  in  the  divifion 
of  his  dominions.  Such  was  the  critical  and 
almolt  hopelefs  condition  of  his  affairs,  when 
the  death  of  Elizabeth,  Emprefs  of  Ruflla, 
took  place. 

That  Piincefs,  Frederic’s  implacable  ene- 
my, expired  at  Peterlburgh,  of  a diftemper 
accelerated  by  her  intemperance,  on  the  fifth 
of  January,  1762.  Her  nephew  and  fuccef- 
for,  Peter  the  Third,  who  had  fecretly  labour- 
ed during  feveral  years  to  impede  the  progrefs 
of  the  Ruffian  armies,  inltantly  manifefted 
without  difguife,  the  violent  predileCtion  that 
he  had  long  nonrilhed  for  his  Pruffian  Majef- 
ty ; a partiality  which  rofe  to  adoration.  Not 

I 

content  with  feparating  his  forces  from  thole 
of  Maria  Therefa,  he  a6led  as  her  avowed 
enemy,  and  as  the  auxiliary  of  Frederic, 
Plis  reign  was  indeed  ffiort,  and  its  termi- 
nation tragical:  But,  the  great  principle  of 
political  connection  between  Mufeovy  and 
Auffria,  which  had  fubfifted  under  Eliza- 
beth, was  not  the  lefs  diflblved.  Catherine 
the  Second,  who  fucceeded  Peter,  though 
' " Ihe 
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ftie  by  no  means  adopted  the  intemperate 

zeal  of  her  hulband  in  favour  of  Pruhla, 
was  too  wife  as  well  as  too  magnanimous, 

to  refume  the  perfonal  animolities  of  Eliza- 
beth. She  withdrew  her  troops  altogether 
from  the  conteft,  almoft  as  foon  as  fhe 
afeended  the  throne.  Sweden,  wearied 
with  a war  in  which  flie  had  loft  her  mili^ 
tary  reputation,  without  reaping  the  fmalleft 
augmentation  of  territory,  had  previoully 
concluded  a feperate  peace  with  the  Court 
of  Berlin. 

Thus  liberated  from  two  of  his  numerous 
opponents,  the  King  in  1762  became  fuperior 
to  Daun  in  the  held ; more  however,  as  it 
would  feem,  by  the  energy  of  his  chara61erj 
and  the  fyftematic  caution  of  the  Imperial 
Cieneral,  than  from  any  other  circumftance. 
In  face  of  tlie  Auftrian  army,  Fre<leric  even 
ventured  to  lay  regular  fiege  to  Schw  eidnitz> 
which,  after  a long  and  gallant  defence, 
protracted  to  the  laft  extremity,  furren*' 
dered,  notwithftanding  every  eftbrt  made 
for  its  relief.  With  tlie  battle  of  Fre}'- 
berg,  tenninated  the  Seventh  and  laft  cam- 
paign of  this  long  and  fanguinary  war; 
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an  action  in  which  neither  the  King,  nor 
Daun,  nor  Laiidohn,  had  any  fhare.  Tlie 
honour  of  tlie  day  was  exclulively  referved 
for  Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  to  wdiom  his 
brother  conftantly  intrufted  the  arduous 
talTv  of  repelling  the  enemy  on  the  Saxon 
frontier.  Having  attaclced  the  combined 
forces  of  Aullria  and  the  ^Empire,  on  the 
29th  of  October,  he  obtained  a brilliant 
victory.  Frederic,  who,  juftly  alarmed  for 
his  I'afety,  was  in  full  march  to  his  affiltance 
did  not  arrive  till  the  day  after  the  engage- 
ment Thofe  perfons  who  fee  his  chara6ter 
and  a6tions  through  an  unfavorable  medium, 
aflert  that  he  has  never  forgiven  Prince 
Henry  for  having  fo  glorioully  clofed  the 
war,  without  waiting  to  admit  a participator 
in  his  fuccels. 

The  Prulilan  troops,  elevated  by  their 
advantages,  once  more  re-entered  Bohemia, 
Irom  which  they  had  been  fo  long  expelled ; 
while  detached  parties  ravaged  tlie  circle  of 
Franconia,  ranfomed  the  city  of  Nurem- 
berg, and  fpread  conllernation  over  every 
part  of  the  German  empire.  In  this  fituar*- 
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tion,  Maria  I'herelli,  abandoned  by  Rullia 
and  by  Sweden,  deriving  little  or  no  aflifi- 
ance  from  France,  and  unable  to  extend  pro- 
teftibn  to  her  own  dominions,  was  neceffitated 
to  have  recoiirfe  to  negotiation.  After  feven 
campaigns,  and  after  fuftaining  the  rudelt 
blocks  of  adverfe  fortune,  Frederic  Mas  ftill 
not  only  capable  of  reliftance,  but  in  a ftate 
to  a6l  every  where  offenlively.  Of  all  their 
conquelis,  Glatz  alone,  together  with  a por- 
tion of  the  Dutchy  of  Cleves  remained  in 
polfeffion  of  the  Auftrians.  It  was  requilite 
to  fdcrifice  them,  in  order  to  induce  the 
enemy  to  evacuate  Saxony,  which  unfor- 
tunate country  had  feverely  fullered  for  the 
political  conne61ions  of  its  Sovereign,  and 
his  Heady  adherence  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
Thefe  confiderations  imperioully  di6lated 
the  peace  of  Hubertlburgh,  which  reltored 
tranquillity  to  the  north  of  Europe  in  the 
beginning  of  1763.  Silelia,  the  principal 
objeft  of  conteft,  remained  entire  to  the 
Prullian  monarchy;  and  fcarcel}'^’  a foot  of 
territory  was  loH  or  gained  on  either  fide  by 
a war,  w'hich  had  not  only  caufed  fo  vail  an 

effufion 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  21 1 

effufion  of  blood,  but  which  threatened  more 
than  once  the  fubverfion  of  the  prefent  poli- 
tical fyftem  of  Europe. 

When  we  conlider  the  lono;  refiftance 

O 

made  by  a Prince  fo  inferior  in  political 
ftrength  to  his  antagonifts ; when  w'e  appre- 
ciate his  military  efforts,  and  compare  them 
with  his  apparent  refources,  we  cannot  juftly 
refufe  to  him  our  higheft  admiration.  He  is 
not  merely  great  when  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
His  reverfes  and  defeats,  his  errors  and 
misfortunes,  contribute  to  elevate  him  in 
our  opinion.  We  follow  him  with  eagernefs^ 
as  well  as  anxiety,  through  all  the  tranlitions 
of  war;  and  we  fee  him  with  exultation 
emerge  again  into  daylight  from  his  compli-, 
cated  diftrefs.  His  fortitude,  under  circum- 
dlances  of  almotf  unparalleled  depreffion, 
excites  aftonilhment  blended  with  refpeft. 
Charles  the  Twelfth  was  little  more  than  a 
fuccefsful  madman,  deftitute  of  fyftem,  im- 
pelled by  blind  animofity,  and  incapable  of 
repairing  his  faults.  After  elevating  his 
country  to  a tranfitory  point  of  political 
-greatnefs  in  the  fcale  of  Europe,  he  pre- 
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cipitated  the  Swedes  Into  lading  poverty  and 
oblivion.  But  Frederic  knows  ho\v  to  pre- 
ferve,  as  well  as  how  to  conquer.  During 
a war  ot  fuch  duration,  marked  in  many  of 
its  dages  by  unprecedented  calamities,  he 
neitiier  impoverilhed,  nor  even  greatly  de- 
})opulated  his  dominions.  They  are  now 
admitted  to  be  more  flourifliing  and  better 
cultivated,  than  at  any  period  dnce  liis 
acceflion.  It  is  true  that  his  policy  is  not 
always  the  mod  upright,  beneficent,  or 
confonant  to  the  dictates  of  humanity. 
And  however  neceffity,  which  has  been 
judly  termed  the  plea  of  tyrants,  may 
fometimes  feem  to  acquit  him ; it  is  an 
acquittal  with  which  Princes  fuch  as  Trajan 
w ould  not  be  liitisfied. 

His  treatment  of  the  Saxons  during  the 
late  war,  fcarcely  admits  of  any  judification, 
and  will,  I trud.  Have  no  imitators.  I do  not 
merely  allude  to  the  fa6l  of  his  immuring  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Drefden  in  a public 
building,  where  they^  were  detained  till  they 
had  raifed  a heavy  contribution,  and  had 
afterwards  drawn  bills  on  their  correfpond- 

I 
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ents  in  various  parts  of  Europe.  Nor  do 
I confider  his  cauling  the  iidjurbs  of  that 
beautiful  city  to  be  deftroyed,  in  order  to 
fecure  it  agaiiill  the  approach  of  the  Auf- 
trians  ; as  meriting  any  ievere  condemnation* 
Thefe  a6ts,  however  harfli,  may  be  in  a 
great  meafure  juftificd  by  military  neceflity. 
But,  there  are  others  imputtiblc  to  Frederic, 
over  which  no  cafuiltry  can  throw  a glofs. 
Whatever  might  have  been  done  by  Attila 
or  by  Genferic.  Neither  the  laws  of  nations, 
nor  thofe  of  modem  war,  allow  of  tranfpor- 
• tin<r  the  male  and  female  manufa61uers  of  a 
conquered  ftate,  into  the  dominions  of  the 
invader.  This  infraction  of  natural  juftice 
was  neverthelefs  committed  at  Meihen  in 
Saxony;  a place  famous  for  the  fabric  of 
porcelain,  fo  generally  admired  under  the  ‘ 
name  of  Drefden  China.  All  the  beft  artifts 

9 

forcibly  fent  to  Berlin,  were  there  compelled, 
during  life,  to  continue  their  labours,  and 
to  exert  their  talents,  for  the  profit  of  a 
Sovereign,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  their 
country.  They,  and  their  defeendants,  or 
their  fcholars,  who  are  fiill  here,  have  be- 
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come  the  involuntary  denizens  of  another 

*/ 

foil,  the  fubjects  of  Frederic  the  Second. 

Hundreds  of  Saxon  young  women,  car- 
ried off  by  violence  from  their  paternal  cot- 
tages, were  fent  into  the  remoteft  provinces 
of  the  Pruflian  Monarchy,  and  their  matched 
with  hulhands  provided  for  them  by  the 
State.  The  rape  of  the  Sabines  in  anti- 
quity, feems  to  be  the  beft  precedent  for 
fuch  treatment.  In  compliance  with  the 
,fame  fyliem  of  policy,  numl)crs  of  the 
Saxon  youth,  either  taken  in  arms,  or 
dragged  from  the  domeltic  occupations  of 
hulbandry,  were  obliged  to  enter  into  the 
Pruflian  fervice,  and  to  carry  deltru6tion 
into  the  bofom  of  their  native  country. 
The  Romans,  it  is  true,  in  the  decline  of 
the  empire,  incorporated  into  their  legions 
the  Barbarian  youth  of  the  Rliine  and  the 
Danube.  But,  they  never  forced  the  Par- 
thians,  or  the  Huns  taken  in  battle,  to  bear 
'arms  againft  their  own  Sovereign,  inllead  of 
fighting,  for  his  caufe.  Such  an  experi- 
ment might  even  be  accounted  dangerous 
under  u variety  of  afpe6ls;  but,  Frederic  pof-» 
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feffes  the  fecret  of  direclino;  and  re^ulatins; 
a machine,  which  in  common  hands  would 
probably  be  fatal  to  its  inventor.  His  army 
unlike  the  military  force  of  other  Princes.^ 
is  cornpofed  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war,  of 
many  difcordant  and  heterogeneous  mate- 
rials. Every  European  State,  from  Spain  to 
Ruflia  inclulive,  may  be  faid  to  contribute 
towards  its  formation.  Poland,  Germany, 
Holland,  Denmark,  but  above  all,  France 
furnifh  him  with  recruits.  The  French  alone 
in  his  fervice  may  be  always  eftimated  at 
five-and-twenty  thoufand  men. 

Neither  that  patrio  tic  fentiment  which  we 
denominate  the  love  of  our  country,  nor 
even  the  principle  of  loyalty  to  the  Sove- 
reign, conhitute  indeed,  here  the  generrd 
balis  of  military  difciplinc  and  adherence. 
Frederic  contents  himfelf  with  fubllitutimr 

O 

in  their  place  other  motives  of  action,  lefs 
voluntary  and  lefs  honourable,  but  equally 
elHcacious.  FTow,  in  faH,  can  the  native  of 
Galbony,  ot  Podolia,  or  of  Suabia;  entrap- 
ped or  leduced  into  a foreign  fen  ice,  and 
detained  in  it  by  force,  be  animated  with 
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patnotifm,  afte6Uon,  or  even  a fenfe  of  alle- 
giance ? It  is  enough  if  he  does  not  deteft 
the  Prince  and  the  State  for  whom  he  draws 
the  trigger,  or  puflies  the  bayonet.  Aware 
of  this  original  defect  in  the  conftitution  of 
his  military  force,  the  King  has  rccourfe  to 
other  modes  of  maintaining  and  recruiting 
his  army.  Never,  perhaps,  did  human 
ability,  in  veiled  with  unlimited  power,  exert 
fo  much  ingenuity  in  detaining  its  captives  ; 
for,  in  that  light,  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
foreign  troops  mull  be  conlidered.  This 
city,  as  well  as  Potzdam,  is  deliitutc  of  for- 
tifications ; but,  both  are  furrounded  with 
a llrong  wall,  or  lloccade,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal obje6ls  of  which  is  to  prevent  defertion. 
With  a view  to  increafe  the  difliculties  at- 
tending it,  all  the  fentinels  on  guard  are 
commonly  placed  either  two  together,  or  at 
fo  fmall  a dihance  from  each  other,  as  to 
render  it  impra6licable  to  defert  without 
being  perceived.  The  line  of  fentinels  being 
double,  one  w ithout  the  other ; and  the  fol- 
diers  being  called  over  every  two  hours  ; it 
feems  nearly  impoffible  to  get,  undifeovered, 
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to  any  coniiderable  diftance.  If,  however, 
by  good  fortune  or  by  f|>eed,  they  fhould 
efie6t  it,  guns  are  inftantly  fired,  to  fpread 
the  alarm  throughout  the  country.  The 
peafants,  on  hearing  the  lignal,  are  obliged 
to  rife,  in  order  to  fecure  the  unfortunate  fu- 
gitive ; and  they  are  even  perfonally  in- 
terefted  in  his  recapture,  as  they  muft  fur- 
. niih  a fubftitute  in  the  place  of  any  foldier 
who  efcapes.  Yet,  in  defiance  of  thefe,  and 
llmilar  precautions,  fuch  are  the  attra6lions 
of  freedom,  and  the  impatience  of  bondage, 
that  every  night  attempts  are  made  to  defert. 
The  frontiers  of  Saxony  are  fo  near,  that 
they  may  be  reached  from  Potzdam  in  the 
fpace  of  three  or  four  hours. 

The  prodigious  proportion  of  foreigners 
in  the  fervice  of  Frederic,  renders  it  matter 
ot  calculation  at  the  commencement  of  a 
w'ar,  whether  one  or  two  campaigns  may 
not  be  principally  fupported  at  their  ex- 
pence, with  a comparatively  flender  facri- 
fice  of  native  Pruflians.  By  thus  fparing 
the  blood  of  his  own  fubje6fs,  and  referving 
them  for  fubfequent  emergencies,  the  King 
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is  enabled  to  fuftain  the  firft  fliock  of  hofti- 
lities,  without  materially  affecting  the  in- 
ternal induftry,  cultivation,  or  population  of 
his  dominions.  This  is  'neverthelefs  a dan- 
gerous inftrument,  which  may  recoil  upon  its 
Inventor,  unlefs  fuperintended  with  equal 
vigilance  and  dexterity.  The  liayonet  is 
generally  admitted  to  be  a weapon  more 
formidable  than  the  mufket  : but,  if  it  is  to 
he  feared  that  the  foldier  wants  adherence 
to  the  Prince  for  whom  he  fights,  its  very 
advantages  become  matter  of  apprehenfion. 
Whole  platoons,  when  once  mingled  pell-mell 
with  the  enemy,  may  throw  down  their 
arms,  or  defert  to  the  oppofite  fide  : a cir- 
cumffance  wholly  impoflible  to  take  place, 
>vhile  the  fire  is  kept  up  at  a diflance  bc- 
> tween  two  adverfe  bodies  of  troops.  This 
is  a delicate  point  on  which  to  explain  my- 
felf  too  clearly  ; but  it  is  thoroughly  under- 
flood  here,  by  every  man  acquainted  with 
the  formation  of  the  Pruffian  army. 

The  Jews,  who  ever  fince  the  time  of 
Adrian,  have  always  manifelted  the  mofl  de- 
cided inaptitude  and  antipathy  to  war,  have 
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neverthelefs  attrafted  the  attention  of  Fre- 
deric, as  capalile  of  being  made  fubl'ervient 
to  the  general  prote6lion  or  defence.  After 
the  partition  of  Poland,  five  years  ago,  find- 
ing that  there  was  a very  confiderable  pro-, 
portion  of  them  refident  in  the  tra6f  of  terri- 
tory which  fell  to  his  fhare,  he  determined 
to  embody  them,  and  to  inftru6t  them  in  the 
fcience  of  anns.  They  vainly  remonftrated 
to  His  Majefty,  that  war  was  neither  analo- 
gous to  their  national  genius,  nor  agreeable 
to  their  private  feelings.  A corps  of  fe- 
vered thoufand  was  formed,  compelled  to 
learn  the  manual  exercife,  and  palled  in  re- 
view. But,  fuch  was  found  to  be  on  trial, 
their  infurmountable  difinclination  to  bear 
arms,  that  after  many  vain  endeavours,  they 
wefe  finally  broken  and  dilbanded.  The 
abhorrence  of  the  pealknts  towards  them 
being  fo  violent,  that  it  was  apprehended  the 
Jews  might  be  mallacred  or  pillaged,  in  pal- 
ling through  the  villages,  to  regain  their 
refpe6five  homes ; an  efcort  of  Cavalr}"  was 
therefore  ordered  to  condud  them  in  fafety 
back  to  their  abodes.  I believe  it  is  tlio 
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only  attempt  of  the  kind,  which  has  been 
yet  made  in  our  times,  to  bring  Jews  into 
the  field ; and  having  wholly  failed  in  fucli 
able  hands,  we  may  conjecture  that  it  will 
not  be  fpeedily  repeated  by  other  Princes 
or  States. 

No  Sovereign,  ancient  or  modern,  has 
ever  better  knowm  how  to  awaken,  and  to 
animate  in  his  caufe,  the  vanity  as  well  as 
the  pride  of  the  foldier.  In  all  his  writings, 
in  all  his  addrefies  to  them,  he  calls  them  by 
the  endearing  epithets  of  “Mes  ca  valiers,  mes 
enfans,  mes  camarades."^  Thefe  apjxllations, 
though  they  mean  nothing  in  effect,  yet  pro- 
duce a powerful  fenfation  on  the  human 
mind,  and  tend  to  make  fome  amends  for 
the  want  of  more  folk!  benefits  or  reinunc- 
rations.  There  is,  in  fact,  I believe,  no 
eftablilhment  in  the  Pruflian  dominions, 
prccifely  refembling  thole  of  Chelfea,  or  of 
Greenwich  among  us,  to  which  the  inva- 
lided or  the  wounded  foldier  may  retire,  after 
having  paffed  his  life  in  the  active  fervice  of 
the  State.  The  veteran  muff  depend,  in  a 
great  meafurc,  on  the  King's  ability,  incli- 
nation, 
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nation,  and  opportunity  of  proTidlng  for 
him,  when  he  can  no  longer  carry  arms; 
His  Majedy’s  revenues,  perhaps,  are  not 
fufticiently  ample  to  enable  him  however  ar- 
dentlv  he  may  wilh  it,  to  furnilh  adequate 
funds  for  age  and  infirmity,  in  every  inftancc. 
Detraftion  has  indeed  accufed  him  of  not 
.defiring  to  maintain  any  troops,  except  fuch 
as  are  capable  of  appearing  in  the  field  : but, 
I believe  the  iiilinuation  to  be  no  lefs  malig- 
nant, than  it  is  void  of  foundation.  Fre- 
deric underftands  too  w^ell  his  reid  intered, 
ever  to  treat  with  cruelty  or  infenlibility 
the  fiipporters  of  his  owm  greatnefs,  the  in- 
flniments  and  companions  of  his  victories. 

Fifteen  years  have  now  nearly  elapfed 
fince  the  conclulion  of  the  peace  of  Hu- 
bertfburg  ; and  it  is  matter  of  curious  fpe- 
culation,  whether  in  cafe  of  a new  rupture, 
the  Prulfian  troops  will  maintain  the  afeend- 
ancy  over  thofe  of  Auftria,  which,  all  cir- 
cumftances  coniidered,  they  had  inconteft- 
ably  acquired  during  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
war.  This  is  however,  a quellion  not  likely 
to  be  fpeedih"  refolved,  as  appearances  feem 

to 
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to  indicate  a long  continuance  of  the  calm 
enjoyed  by  Germany.  Silefia,  to  the  re- 
fumption  of  which  the  Court  of  Vienna  for- 
merly looked  with  ceafelefs  anxiety,  is  now 
confirmed  to  PrufTia  by  time  and  long  pre- 
scription. The  King,  who  begins  to  feel 
' ,the  preffure  of  age,  muft  neceflarily  wilh  ra- 
ther to  fecure,  than  to  augment,  the  grandeur 
of  his  houfe.  Content  with  having  ere6fed 
fo  vaft  a fabrick,  his  ambition  will  probably 
.be  Satisfied  with  devolving  it  entire  to  his 
fucceffbr. 
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Review  of  the  Pnfjian  Hijlory^  previous  to  the 
Acceffion  of  Frederic  the  Seco?id — Marriage 
of  that  Prince. — Queen  of  Prujfia. — Charadler 
ami  Death  of  Jfllliam  Augufus,  the  late 
Prince  Royal.— JI is  Difpofition  and  Qualities. 
— Severity  e rercifed  towards  him  by  the  King. 
— Princefs  Royal. — Character,  and  Expec- 
tations formed  of  Frederic  William. — Prince 
Henry  of  Prujfia. — IFis  Talents  and  Services. 
— Princefs  Amelia.  —Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Prujjia. 

Bf.elin,  November  2d,  1777. 

years  Imve  not  yet  elapfed  liiice 
the  period  when  this  powerful  Mo- 
narchy, which  now  occupies  fo  dlltin- 
oTiilhed  a rank  among  the  States  of  Europe, 
was  only  a German  Eleftorate,  whofe 
Sovereign  was  Duke  of  Pruffia.  It  would 
however  be  urijult  to  attribute  to  the 
talents,  or  even  to  the  victories  of  the  pre- 
fent  King  excluhvely,  fo  extraordinary 
and  rapid  an  aggrandizement.  The  Pruf- 
liaii  greatnels  is  the  work  of  four  fucceffive 
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Princes,  who,  in  the  fpace  of  near  a hundred 
and  forty  years,  availing  themfelves  of  a 
variety  of  circumftances,  have  elevated  their 
houfe  to  its  a6lual  ftate.  Frederic  William, 
commonly  denominated  in  hiftory,  “ the 
Great  Ele6lor,^^  laid  the  foundations  by  his 
wifdom,  valor,  and  policy.  In  the  courfe 
of  near  half  a century,  his  able  luimlniftration 
repaired  the  calamities  of  the  preceding 
reign ; emancipated  the  Dukedom  of  Prufha 
from  its  feudal  homage  to  the  Crown  and 
Republic  of  Poland  ; introduced  arts,  manu- 
fa6tures,  and  civilization  among  his  fub  jefts  ; 
and  rendered  the  Eleftors  of  Brandenburgh 
the  moft  powerful  Princes  of  the  North, 'un- 
der the  rank  of  crowned  heads.  When 
thefe  fa6ls  are  confidered,  one  cannot  be 
furprifed  at  the  eulogiums  conferred  on 
him  by  his  prefent  Majefty,  in  his  writings  ; 
nor  at  the  popular  veneration  with  which 
his  name  and  aflions  are  always  mentioned 
in  this  country. 

The  vanity  of  the  fon  continued  and 
embellilhed  the  fabrick,  raifed  by  the  ta- 
lents of  the  father.  Oilentation,  rather 

than 
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than  a wife  and  enlarged  ambition,  probably 
ftimulated  Frederic  the  Firft  to  procure  the 
excliange  of  his  ele6toral  bonnet  for  a royal 
crown:  but,itmay  bejuftly  doubted, whether 
the  deepeft  and  moil  fuccefsfiil  policy  could 
have  eventually  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
elevation  of  his  family.  Whatever  degree  of 
contempt  has  been  thrown  on  his  character 
by  the  prefent  King  his  grandfon,  he  has 
always  appeared  to  me  to  have  juftly  chal- 
lenged the  gratitude  of  his  pofterity.  His 
perfonal  deformity,  his  love  of  expeniive 
Ihew^,  and  his  puerile  attachment  to  favour-  - 
ites,  are  all  expofed  with  feverity,  in  the 
“ Memoirs  of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburgh." 

If,  however,  we  confult  other  fources  of  in- 
formation, we  fhall  lee  him  depi6tured  as 
magnificent,  liberal,  and  humane.  It  is  thu$ 
that  Pollnitz  has  defcribed  him ; and  it  is  in 
thefe  colors  that  I have  heard  him  mention- 
ed by  perfons  here,  whofe  fathers  occupied 
diftinguifhed  places  in  his  Court. 

To  Fftderic  the  Firft  fucceeded  his  fon, 
Frederic  William,  the  moft  harlh  and  un* 

VoL.  I*  0 amiable. 
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amiable  of  Princes,  \vhofe  principal  felicity 
feemed  to  confilt  in  forming  and  dlfclplin- 
ing  a giant  regiment  of  guards,  the  wonder 
of  his  own  people,  and  the  ridicule  of  foreign 
nations.  Parfimonlous  in  every  other  arti- 
ticle  of  pleafure,and  an  enemy  to  all  expence, 
he  retained  about  him  no  trace  of  his  fa  ther’s 
fplendor.  Terrible  in  his  anger,  inflexible  in 
his  prejudices,  and  inexorable  in  his  refent- 
ment,  he  punilhed  the  trahfgreffions  of  his 
fubje6ls,  and  even  of  his  children,  with  un- 
exampled feverity.  His  fucceflbr,  the  prefent 
King,  narrowly  efcapedthe  fate  of  Don  Carlos 
in  Spain,  and  oftheCzarowitz  Alexis  inRuffia, 
- for  a fault  which  merited  only  paternal  re^ 
prehenlion.  To  the  interpofition  of  the  late 
Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth,  whole  daughter 
lie  fmce  defpoiled  of  Silelia,  Frederic  was  emi- 
nently indebted  for  his  pardon  and  his  life. 
Itmultbeconfeded  that  o^'er  this  tranfablion, 
as  well  as  over  many  other  cenfurable  parts 
of  Frederic  William’s  condu6t,  his  fon  has 
•titfown  the  veil  of  filial  piety  and  decorum, 
’in  all  his  writings ; while  he  avows  the 
- ‘ . indelible 
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Indelible  obligations  due  to  his  ^father's 
economy,  his'  policy,  and  his  attention  to 
promote  the  prolperity  of  his  fubje61s. 

The  private  felicity  of  his  fori  did  not  form 
equally  an^obje6l  of  his  endeavours;  for  no 
fooner  had  he  releafed  the  Prince  Royal  from 
a long  and  rigorous  confinement  to  which  he 
w as  fen  te need  in  the  Citadel  of  Cuftrin,  than  lie 
was  compelled  by  his  father  to  contrad  a mar- 
riage altogether’ contrary  to  his  inclinations. 
Frederic  William's  choice  having  fallen  on 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth  Chriftina  of  Brunfwic 
Wolfenbuttle,the  nuptials  were  folemnized  in 
June  1733;  but  his  parental  authority,  how- 
ever rigorous  or  defpotic,' never  could  enforce 
the  confummation  of  the  marriage.  She  re- 
mains, it  is  fuppofed,  a maiden  Queeri.  At 
the  time  of  her  union  with  his  preferitMajelty, 
file  neverthelefs  pofleffed  perfonal  charms  of 
the  moft  captivating  kind,  which  might  well 
have  awakened  defire,  if  not  excited  attach- 
ment. She  had  not  completed  her  eight- 
eenth year,  and  to  a very  fine  complexion 
file  added  a graceful^  and  elegant  figure. 
But,  thefe  attractions  had  ho , influence  over. 
■ i ^ Q 2 * . . her 
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her  hufband,  who  manifefted  for  her  an  in- 
funnountable  indifference,  which  he  was  at 
little  pains  to  conceal.  His  difinclination  to- 
wards the  Princefs,  was  augmented  by  his 
contempt  of  her  underftanding.  As  the  match 
had  been  on  his  part  from  the  beginning  al- 
together involuntary,  doubts  of  its  legal  vali- 
dity might  have  been  ftarted  not  without 
fome  reafon.  It  was  ev^n  commonly  fuppof- 
ed  throughout  Germany,  that  on  Frederic 
William's  death,  and  hi*  own  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  he  would  avail  himfelf  of  the  pretext 
of  compulfion;  either  by  immediately  difown- 
ing  her  as  his  wife,  or  by  procuring  a divorce. 

Frederic  has  not  however,  manifefted  the 
flighteft  difpofition  to  break  the  matrimonial 
fetters  impofed  on  him  by  the  late  King,  nor 
has  he  difeovered  any  anxiety  to  tranfmit 
the  Crown  to  a lineal  fucceflbr.  Whether 
a fenfe  of  honor,  refpe^  to  the  memory  of 
his  predeceftbr,  or  other  motives  of  a per- 
fonal  nature,  difficult  and  delicate  to  ex- 
plain, may  have  contributed  moll  to  pro- 
duce his  acquiefcence,  it  is  ix)t  ealy  to  fay 
with  certainty.  One  ^ his  firft  a^s,  was 
i8  to 
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to  acknowledge  her  publicly  as  Queen  of 
PrulTia;  but,  fatisfied  with  that  reoogni- 
tion,  he  went  no  further.  During  four- 
and-forty  years . which  have  lince  elapfed, 
he  has  uniformly  treated  her  with  external 
refpe6l,  civility,  and  coldnefs.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  when  they  frequent* 
ly  appeared  together  on  public  occafions, 
the  Queen,  naturally  timid,  felt  hcrfelf 
fo  much  overawed  by  the  confeioufnefs 
of  her  own  inferiority  of  underftanding, 
added  to  her  hulband's  neglect ; that  if  by 
accident  lie  addrefled  his  difeourfe  to 
her  at  table,  Ihe  burft  into  tears,  and 
was  incapable  of  reply.  This  condu6t, 
far  from  exciting  any  emotion  of  concern 
or  compaflion  in  his  bofom,  only  aug- 
mented his  diflike : a fentiment  which  de- 
rived ftrength  from  the  comparifon  between 
her  and  the  two  Queens  of  Pruffia,  her 
immediate  predeceffors,  who  were  both 
very  fuperior  women.  Sophia  Charlotte, 
wute  of  Frederic  the  Firft,  the  friend  and 
correfpondent  of  Leibnitz,  cultivated  letters 
and  philofophy  as  tlie  beft  companions  of 
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the  throne,  and  the  greateft  confolationsi 
of  human  life.  The^  late  Queen  enjoyed  to 
the  time  of  her  death,  ^hen  llie  was  more 
than  feventy,  the  affe6lionate  attachment 
of  her  family  and  her  fubje6ls.  Both  were 
Princeffes  of  Hanover;  one  the  lifter,  and 
the  other  the  daughter  of  George  the  Firft, 

• King  of  England.  Frederic  has  immor- 
talized the  memory  of  the  fii'fl  Queen  of 
PrufTia,  in  his  writings ; and  he  found 
leifure  even  in  the  midft  of  his  greatefl 
public  difficulties,  to  pay  the  tribute  of 
filial  affection  to  the  virtues  of  the  fecond. 
She  died  only  ten  days  after  the  memorable 
defeat  at  Colin,  in  June  1757,  leaving  her 
fon  and  the  Pruffian  Monarchy  itfelf  in  the 
moft  perilous  crifis.  ' - 

* The  prefent  Queen  is  little  known  be- 
yond the  limits  of  Berlin,  or  the  palace  of 

• ^ 

Charlottenburg,  to  which  ihe  commonly 
repairs  in  fuinmer.  She  enjoys  indeed  the 
name  and  honors  of  • royalty  ; but,  her  life 
is  melancholy,  uniform,  and  infipid.  Nor 
are  her  appointments  adequate  to  fufiain- 
ing  the  reprefentation  of  a Sovereign,  in  a 

manner 
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mamief  becoming  her  dignity.  However 
limited  may  be  her  talents,  Ihe  merits  from* 
her  amiable  qualities  and  virtues,  the  attach- 
ment which  is  iiniverfally  paid , to  her.  Age 
and  knowledge  of  the.  world  have  infenfibly 
correfted  her  natiiral  timidity;  but,.w'ith  her 
huiband  flie  has^fcarcely  any  except  a nomi- 
nal connexion.  Equally  a ftranger  to  his 
pains  and  to  his  pleafures,  altogether  exclud- 
ed from  his  confidence  or  fociety,  flie  fees 
him  only  in  his  occafional  vilits  to  the  capi- 
tal, in  common  with  every  other  perfon 
about  the  Court. 

. It  is*"  no  lefs  true  than  incredible,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  near  lialf  a century,  which 
has  elapfed  lince  her  arri\al  here,  Iho 
never  has  been  either  at  Potzdam,  or  at 
“ Sans  Sbuci.'^  The  mortification  of  fuch 
an  exclulion  is  augmented  by  the  prefe- 
' rence  Ihewn  to  all  the  other  Pnnceffes  of 
tlie  Royal  Family,  who  have  been  repeat- 
edly there,  at  the  King's  invitation.  It  is 
true  that  fomc  years  ago.  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand of  Brunfwic  her  brother  beinjr  arrived' 
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at  Berlin,  his  Majefly  acquainted  him 
by  letter,  that  if  he  had  a uilh  to  rifit 
Potzdam  and  “ Sans  Souci,”  orders  were 
given  to  fliew  him  every  thing  defen’ing 
his  attention.  Frederic,  who  was  juft 
fetting  out  for  Silefia,  added,  that  “the 
“ Queen,  if  Ihe  pleafed,  might  accompany 
“ him.^*  But,  warmly  as  ihe  defired  to 
gratify  her  curiofity,  by  the  fight  of  a place 
fo  interefting,  ihe  difdained  to  accept  the 
permiiTion.  “ If,"  faid  ihe,  “ his  Majeily 
“ does  not  deign  to  invite  me ‘to  his  palace, 
“ when  he  is  there  in  perfon,  I will  not 
“ profit  of  his  abfence  to  vifit  it."  In  con- 
fequence  of  her  adherence  to  this  deter- 
mination, her  brother  went  there  alone. 

The  late  King  Frederic  William  was 
carried  oft'  by  a dropfy,  while  ftill  in  the 
vigor  of  his  age,  leaving  behind  him  a 
numerous  family.  His  fecond  fon,  Wil- 
liam Auguftus  is  no  more ; but,  it  is  in 
his  line  that  the  crown  will  probably  be 
perpetuated.  He  was  the  handfomefl 
Prince  of  the  Royal  Houfe,  of  agreeable 

manners, 
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manners,  and  of  an  amiable  chara6ler ; 
though  in  talents  civil  as  well  as  military, 
and  in  llrength  of  mind,  he  could  neither 
be  compared  with  the  King,  nor  with  his 
younger  brother  Henry.  His  father  fele61;ed 
for  him  another  Princefs  of  the  family  of 
Brunfwic,  Louifa  Amelia,  fitter  to  the  prefent 
Queen  of  Pruflia ; but  William  Auguttus  was 
not  dittinguiftied  either  by  his  continence 
before  marriage,  or  by  his  fidelity  to  the 
nuptial  bed.  Unlike  Frederic  in  that  parti- 
cular he  manifetted  a decided  paflion  for  th« 
pleafures  of  love;  and  his  gallantries  with 
women  of  dittin6lion,  were  no  lefs  public  than 
they  were  numerous.  Carried  off  by  a pre- 
mature death,  in  the  midtt  of  the  great  war 
that  feemed  to  menace  the  dcttru6iion  of  the 
Pruffian  Monarchy,  the  event  of  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  deprecated ; he  had  not  the  fatis- 
faHion  to  w itnefs  the  triumphant  manner  in 
which  it  was  terminated.  He  expired  in  dif- 
grace,  at  the  age  of  thirty-fix,  fcarcely  more 
than  nineteen  years  ago ; and  his  end  is  juftiy 
fuppofed  to  have  been  accelerated,  if  not 

occaiioned 
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occaTionccl  by  the  poignancy  of  his  own 
feelings,  to  which  he  fell  a lacrifice. 

After  the  memorable  defeat  'which  his 
Pruffian  Majeily  fuftained  at  Colin,  in  June 
1757-  he-  was  obliged,  as  w'e  have  feen,  to 
retire  with  precipitation  towards  the  coniines 
of  Saxon3^  In  this  critical  fitnation,  hav- 
ing haftily  raifed  the  fiege  of  Prague,  he 
thought  proper  to  divide  his  forces ; en- 
truftins:  to  his  brotlier  William  Ausiultns 
a confiderable  corps,  which  was  pofted  in 
one  of  the  northern  circles  of  Bohemia. 
Frederic,  whofe  maxim  has  always  been, 
that  ah  army  acting  on  the  defeniive  in 
an  enemy’s  country,  melts  away  by  de- 
fertion  and  by  ficknefs,  more  rapidly  than  by 
by  the  fword ; enjoined  his  brother  to  fpare 
no  efforts,  in  order  to  impede  the  progrefs 
of  the  Aiiftrians,  who  were  advancing 
rapidly  into  Lufatia.  In  his  inftnictions 
lie  added,  that  it  would  be  better  at  all 
events  to  lofe  his  foldiers  in  attackin<r  and 
haralfing  Daun,  than  to  fulfer  them  to 
moulder  away*  in  retreating  before  a vie-' 

torious 
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torious  General.  Whether  from  want  of 
military  Ihill,  or  as  other  perfons  here 
aflTert,  from  inferiority  in  numbers,  and  in 
the  quality  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand ; it  is  certain  that  the  Prince' did  not 
execute  the  commifiion  given  him,  in  a fatis- 
fa61ory  manner.  Daun  having  pafl'ed  him 
and  got  into  his  rear,  entered  Lufatia,  where 
he  bombarded  the  town  of  Zittau.  The 
'King  inftantly  difmiffed  William  Auguftus 
from  his  fervice ; would  liden  to  no  juftifi- 
cation  or  explanations;  and  when  they  met, 
he  contemptuoufly  turned  away  his  horfes 
’head  from  the  unfortunate  obje6i  of  his  re- 
fentment.  On  the  PrinGe^s  attempting  to 
excufe  and  to  juftifyhis  condu6i:,  “Si  je  vous 
“ traitois  comme  vous  meritcz,”  anfwered 
Frederic  with  indignation,  je  vous  ferdis 
“ decapiter ; et  j'enverrois  votre  tete  k tOus 
“ les  Generaux  de  mon  armee."^'  He  was 
immediately  ordered  to  retire ; and  he  died  in 
June  1758,  about  a year  aftcrwaixls,  of  the 
molt,  incurable  of  all  maladies,  a broken  heart, 
in  the  prime  of  life.  The  King,  engaged  at 
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that  time  in  the  arduous  enterprize  ofOImutz, 
which  demanded  all  his  attention,  had  fcarce- 
ly  leifure,  or  perhaps  difpolition,  to  regret 
him.  He  left  one  fon,  named  Frederic 
William,  who  is  heir  to  the  Pniflfian  Mo- 
narchy ; belides  a daughter,  the  prefent 
Princefs  of  Orange.  His  widow  ft  ill  fiir- 
vives,  and  refides  at  Berlin;  but,  flie  is  as 
little  diftinguifhed  by  Frederic’s  notice,  as 
her  fifter  the  Queen.  They  both  pafs  their 
, lives  in  obfcurity,  and  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  will  ever  occupy  a confpicuous  place 
in  the  annals  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburgh. 

Thofe  who,  from  whatever  motive,  de- 
firous  of  change,  eagerly  anticipate  a new 
reign;  and  many  of  that  defcription  are  to 
be  found  here ; contemplate  with  pleafure 
the  ehara6ier  as  well  as  qualities  of  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Pruffia.  He  is  jidl  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  full  fix  feet  in  height, 
and  of  a vigorous  frame  of  body : in  his  early 
youth  he  was  of  a thin  habit,  but  he  now  in- 
clines to  corpulency.  His  countenance,  open, 
gracious,  and  engaging,  indicates  more 

bene- 
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beneficence  of  heart,  than  it  exprefTe?  fupe- 
riority  of  mind.  His  figure,  far  exceeding 
the  proportions  of  ordinary  men,  may  be 
termed  athletic,  and  almofV  Herculean.  If 
he  were  habited  in  the  fkin  of  the  Nemaean 
Lion,  he  would  convey  no  inadequate  idea 
of  the  fon  of  Jupiter  and  Alcmena.  Formed 
for  a camp,  more  than  for  a drawing-rooin, 
he  has  the  frank  and  martial  air  of  a foldier, 
rather  than  the  poliihed  manners  of  a 
Prince.  Of  a robuft  conilitution,  and  inured 
to  hardlhips,  he  has  been,  from  his  chikl- 
hood,  little  accuftomed  to  the  luxury, 
which  frequently  in  other  countries  fur- 
rounds  perfons  of  royal  birth.  Bred  in  the 
fchool  of  Pot.zdam,  under  the  fevere  and 
continual  infpeftion  of  tlie  King  his  uncle, 
he  has  pra6tifed  the*  moft  implicit  obedience. 
Early  taught  to  defend  the  Crown,  wliich 
is  one  day  to  defcend  to  him,  he  has 
paflcd  through  all  the  fubordinate  military 
ranks,  up  to  that  of  Major-General  in  the 
Pruffian  fervice,  which  he  now  holds. 
The  difcipline  to  which  ev^ry  other  ofiicer 
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is  fubjeded,  fuffers  'no  relaxation  for  the! 
Heir  Apparent.  He  dares  not  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  duty,  or  be  remifs  in  its 
difcharge,  without  incurring  the  higheft 
refentment  of  his  Sovereign,  difplayed  in 
the  moil  public  manner.  Every  morning, 
in  winter,  no  lefs  than  in  fummer,  he  is 
to  be  found  on  the  parade,  before  the 
palace  of  Potzdam;  nor  can  he  even  leave 
that  place,  except  by  ilealth,  to  vilit  Beir 
lin,  unlefs  by  exprefs  permifiion  from  the 
King.  Few  Princes,  who  are  probably 
deilined  to  reign,  have  been  treated  in  their 
youth  with  fo  much  rigour. 

If  the  heir  to  the  Crown  is  by  no  means 
endowed  with  the  abilities  of  Frederic,  or 
of  Prince  Henry,  his  tw^o  uncles he  is, 
on  the  other  hand,  admitted  to  poflefs  a 
folid  and  enlarged  undeiilanding.  His 
mental  qualities  are  certainly  neither  bril- 
liant nor  impoling ; but,  they  are  far  from 
being  inadequate  to  the  arduous  fituation 
which  he  is  by  and  by  to  occupy.  In 
the  Kiiig.  he  has  had^conCtantly  before  his 
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€*yes  the  greateft  model  of  fuccefsfiil  • am-^ 
bition  and  of  Ihperior  capacity,  which  any 
age  can  produce.  ’ His  mind  has  been  im- 
proved, if  not  by  the  ftudy  of  polite  letters, 
at  leaii  by  an  acquaintance  with  ta6fics  and 
the  fcience  of  war;  nor  is  he  deficient  i)| 
more  liberal  branches- of  knowledge  and  in- 
formation. He  poilefles  the  ineftimable  advan- 
la2;e  of  havins;  been  initiated  from  his  cradleJ 
into  the  fyftem  of  the  Pruflian  adminlftration, 
finances,  and  policy.  Having  already  at- 
tained to  a ripe  age,  it  is  lei's  probable  that  he  . 
will  be  led  into  excedes  of  pleafure  or  pro- 
fulion,  whenever  he  lhall  afcend  the  throne. 
The  fab  rick  of  thePrulhangreatnel's  has  been 
conftruHed  by  a mailer-hand,  which  has 

I , ‘ , 

long  preferved  it;  ‘nor  are  the  fame  talents 
requiiite  for  maintaining,  as  for  ereHing  the 
edifice.  Only  fuch  a King  as  the  prefent, 
perhaps,  could  have  conquered  and  retained 
Sileiia,  or  could  have’acquiredPoliih  Prufiia’; 
but,  a much  inferior  Prince  -in  energy  or 
vigilence,  may  be  able  to  keep  pofiHTion  of 
? them* 
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them,  when  tranfmltted  to  him  in  peaceful 
fucceflion. 

Unfortunately  the  Heir  Apparent  has  never 
been  perfonally  acceptable  to,  nor  beloved 
by  the  King  his  uncle,  who  has  always  con’ 
ceived  and  exprefled  a mean  opinion  of  his 
nephew’s  abilities.  Though  he  refides  con- 
ftantly  a*  Potzdam,  he  is  fcarcely  ever  at 
“ Sans  Souci and  is  rarely  admitted  to 
the  royal  table,  unlefs  when  he  accompanies 
his  Majefty  to  Breflaw,  or  into  other  parts 
of  his  dominions.  He  has  never  been 
diftinguiihed  by  that  preference,  efteem, 
and  partiality,  which  Frederic  manifefts  for 
his  nephews  of  the  family  of  Brunfwic ; in 
particular  for  the  Hereditary  Prince,  and  ' 
his  brother  Prince  Frederic,  who  have  each 
apartments  afligned  them  in  “ Sans  Souci.” 
It  is  impoffible  not  to  difapprove  a conduct, 
which  is  at  once  impolitic,  unjuft,  and  fevere. 
The  coldnefs  and  negle6l  with  which  the 
Prince  Royal  is  treated,  muft  naturally  tend 
tather  to  deprefs  and  to  irritate,  than  to 

exalt 
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Cxalt  or  ennoble  his  mind.  It  may  even 
have  injurious  public  effects  at  fome  future 
period,  and  may  lay  the  foundation  of  great 
national  misfortunes.  We  muft,  on  the 
other  hand,  admit  that  hiftory  furnidies  no 
models  of  Princes  fo  truly  great,  as  thofe 
who  have  been  educated  in  conlfraint,  or 
in  adverfity.  It  was  the  fchool  of  Eliza- 
beth, of  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  of  Frederic 
himfelf. 

In  one  inftance,  notw  ithllanding^  the  pre- 
fent  King  has  manifefted  far  more  liberality 
of  mind  and  indulgence  towards  his  nephew, 
than  he  experienced  himfelf  from  his  own 
father.  The  Prince  of  Pruffia  has  been  tw  ice 
married  ; but,  neither  in  his  fii*ll;  nor  fecond 
choice,  does  his  uncle  appear  to  have  ex- 
erted any  undue  or  tyrannical  influence. 
Perhaps  the  feverity  with  which  he  was 
treated  in  that  important  tranfaclion  of  his 
own  life,  may  have  induced  him  to  leave  his 
nephew  more  at  liberty.  He  was  married 
in  July  1765,  to  Elizabeth,  Princefs  of 
Brunfwic  Wolfenbuttle,  from  whom  he, 
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was  divorced  about  three  years  afterwards. 
Motives  of  date  rendering  it  necelTary  for 
him  to  contract  another  matrimonial  alliance, 
as  he  had  no  male  ilTue  by  his  fiidt  wife,  he 
remained  for  fome  time  undecided  in  his 
preference.  The  German  Empire  with  its 
numerous  PrincelTes  offered  a ’sariety  .of 
candidates,  who  were  fuccelTively  named  as 
likel}^  to  fill  the  vacant  place  in  the  Royal 
Family.  I am  affured  that  he  manifefted 
an  inclination  for  the  prefent  Landgravine 
of  Hede  Caffel,  daughter  of  the  Margrave  of 
Brandenburgh  Schwedt,  one  of  the  nioft 
beautiful  women  in  Germany.  She  is  faid, 
however,  to  have  refufed  or  declined  the 
honour  intended  her.  It  is  certain  that  he 
might  have  received  the  hand  of  his  coulin 
Sophia.  Albertina,  lifter  of  the  prefent  King 
of  Sweden ; but  from  motives  which  I do 
not  pretend  to  guefs,  he  was  averfe  to  the 
match.  At  length  the  Princefs  Frederica 
I.ouifa  of  Heffe  Darniftadt  was  felefted, 

I 

and  the  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  July 
]7()9.  She  is  an  amiable,  virtuous,  and 
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. pleafing  'svoman,  polTeffing  indeed  neither 
the  perfonal  attradlions,  nor  the  graces  of 
her  predecelTor,  Elizabeth  of  Brunfwic ; 
but  exempt  from  her  errors  and  defects. 
She  is  of  a middle  lize,  her  countenance 
agreeable  though  not  handfome,  her  man- 
ners eafy  and  engaging,  her  charadler 
eftimable,  and  formed  to  excite  univerfal 
refpedt. 

Notwithftandino;  thefe  claims  to  atten- 
tlon,  Ihe  does  not  enjoy  the  good  fortune 
of  being  acceptable  to  the  King,  wlio  has 
more  than  once  mortified  her  in  a public 
manner  ; and  \vho  fhews  her  none  of  the 
flattering  marks  of  preference  and  diitin6tion, 
with  which  he  was  accuftomed  to  honour  the 
firlt  Princefs  of  Pruflia.  She  relidesconflant- 
ly  at  Potzdam,  rarely  permitted  to_  vifit  Ber- 
Ini,  and  pafles  her  life  in  a fort  of  melan- 
choly retirement.  Her  attendants  are  few, 
her  eftaiiiinmient  fcantv,  and  alto^-ether 
(fefiitute  of  fplendor.  Thofe  w'ho  have  con- 
iiant  accefs  to  her,  affurc  me,  that  thougii 
not  diltinguilhed  by  extraordinary  endow- 
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meiits  of  mind,  her  underftandlng  is  folld, 
and  her  converfation  highly  plealing.  She 
has  ah'eady  fiillilied  the  great  obje6t  of  her 
marriage,  by  giving  two  heirs  to  the  monar- 
chy; her  eldeft  fon  Frederic  William,  having 
been  born  in  Auguft  1770.  If  fhe  has  not 
l)een  able  to  captivate  the  afte6Hons,  or  to 
fecure  the  conftancy  of  her  hulband,  ihe  pof- 
fehes  at  leaft  his  efteem,  and  receives  from 
him  every  proof  of  external  refpedl. 

‘ Like  his  father  William  Auguftiis,  he  does 
hot  pique  himfelf  on  obferving  liis  nuptial 
fidelity,  or  even  on  concealing  his  irregula- 
rities. Frederic,  fevere  on  the  parade,  but, 
extremely  relaxed  on  every  point  of  moral 
or  conjugal  duty,  is  fuppofed  to  fee  with 
indifieroncc  the  Prince's  infidelity  to  the 
marriage  bed.  Flis  prefent  favourite  is 
iMademoifelie  Enkel,  whom  he  acknow- 
ledges as  his  miflrefs,  and  by  whom  he 
has ' feveral  children.  I have  feen  her  fre- 
quently, as  file  has  her  box  at  the  French 
Comedy.  Like  Madame  de  Pompadour 
uiid  Madame  du  Barre,  who  fuccelTively 

governed , 
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governed  France,  her  origin  is  not  illuftrious  ; 
but  Nature  in  recompenfe  has  been  lavifli 
to  her  in  charms.  They  are,  however,  ,by 
no  means  fufliciently  powerful  to  retain  the 
exclufive  pofleflion  of  her  lover.  The 

Prince  frequently  comes  to  Berlin  to  vifit 
her  incognito,  without  the  King  his  uncle's 
know  ledge  ; as  Ihe  dares  not,  on  any  con- 
fidenition,  be  feen  at  Potzdam.  When  on 
thefe  fecret  expeditions,  he  always  returns 
either  during  the  night,  or  early  on  the  en- 
fuino;  morninsr. 

O O 

The  real  chara6ter  of  the  Prince  of  Pruffia 
is  probably  as  yet  much  concealed,  and 
time  alone  can  unfold  it  to  the  world.  The 
fuperior  genius  of  the  King,  the  eltrange- 
racnt  which  fubfifts  bet  ween  them,  and  the 
degree  of feverity,orrather  tyranny,  which  is 
exercifed  by  Frederic  over  his  nephew,  com- 
pel him  to  remain  in  the  diade.  Whenever 
he  afcends  the  throne,  Europe,  as  well  as  his 
fubjefts,  will  perhaps  be  aftonidicd  at  the  dif- 
play  of  talents  and  qualities,  w Inch  at  prefent 
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he  is  not  fafpecled  to  poflefs.  Many  leading 
points  of.  his  difpofition  and  temper  are, 
however,  already  perfectly  afcertaincd.  In 
his  manners,  lie  is  affable,  communicative, 
and  pleafant:  in  fociety,  convivial,  cheerful, 
and  agreeable,  without  unbecoming  fami- 
liarity. He  is  libenj  to  the  greatefi:  de- 
gree; and  he  has  manifefted  a warmth  of 
adherence  or  attachment  towards  all  who 
have  fuffered  for  his  fake,  which  does 
honour  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  Va- 
rious perfons,  whom  he  has  been  fuppofed 
to  diftinguilh  by  his  notice  or  friendlhip, 
have  on  that  account  incurred  the  royal  dif- 
plcafure,  and  have  even  been  fent  into  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  Pruflian  dominions.  Tlic 
Prince,  from  liis  narrow  appointments,  ex- 
tends to  them  pecuniary  relief.  Nothing  is 
more  unqueftionable  than  his  perfonal  cou- 
rage, and  he  is  neither  deficient  in  ambition, 
nor  in  love  of  glory.  Thofe  who  know  him 
heft,  have  alfured  me  that  he  will  tread  in 
the  fteps  of  his  predeceflbr  ; and  will  have 
23  no 
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no  obje6l  nearer  his  heart,  than  to  maintain 
and  to  augment  the  fplendor  of  the  Pruffian 
Monarchy.  Tliey  aflert,  that  he  will  re- 
nounce pleafure  and  diffipation,  for  the  cares 
of  date,  and  the  duties  of  a fo\ereign  ; 
but,  futurity  alone  can  prove  the  truth  or  the 
fallacy  of  thefe  premature  predictions. 

It  is  certain,  that  notwithilahding  the 
hiftre.of  the  prefent  Monarch,  and  the  na- 
tural effect  of  fo  diftinguidied  and  brilliant  a 
chara6ler,  in  excitin"  the  national  vanity  of 
his  fubje6ls  ; yet,  no  inconliderable  part  of 
thpm  look  forward,  with  anxiety  and  impa- 
tience, to  the  final  period  of  his  life.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  love  of  novelty  and  change 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  man,  the  Pruflians 
have  reafons  peculiar  to  themfelves  for  de- 
firins:  a new  maftcr.  Frederic,  declinino-  in 
years  and  in  health,  fevere,  economical,  vigi- 
lant, and  difficult  to  deceive,  may  excite  re- 
fpeft,  but  awakens  no  fentiment  of  affe8:ion. 
Averfe  to  pleafure,  gallantry,  or  expence,  he 
is  neither  furrounded  by  courtiers,  nor  ac- 
ccffiblc  to  flattery.  The  Prince,  on  the  con- 
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trary,  from  natural  difpofition,  is  fufceptible, 
amorous,  liberal,  and  fond  of  fociety.  ' In  him 
his  fubje6ls  anticipate  a more  indulgent  maf- 
ter ; lefs  elevated  and  impofmg,  but,  one 
whom  they  may  love  as  well  as  admire. 
The  Court,  if  that  appellation  can  with  pro- 
priety be  given  to  the  folitary  retirement  of 
Potzdamand  “Sans  Souci,”  will  probably  be 
transferred  after  the  deceafe  of  Frederic,  in  a 
greater  or  leffer  degree,  to  Berlin  ; and  the 
' metropolis,  now  deferted  by  the  Sovereign, 
will  then  refume  its  gaiety.  Such  are  the  ex? 
pe6lations  formed  of  the  Heir  Apparent^ 
and  fuch  the  pleafmg  anticipations  of  future 
felicity  under  his  reign ! 

It  is  natural  that.  I fliould  fay  a few  words 
relative  to  Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  ; a perfon 
fcarcely  lefs  diftinguilhedby  his  greatendow- 
ments,  than  his  elder  brother  the  King.  He 
is  at  this  time  near  fifty-two  years  of  age, 
homely  in  his  perfon,  and  deflitute  of  any 
external  graces  of  figure,  or  deportment. 
Naturally  filciit,  cold,  and  dillant  in  his 
manners,  he  can  neverthclefs,  when  occa- 

fion 
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fion  demands,  fhake  off  his  habitual  referve, 
and  become  affable,  communicative,  and  in- 
gratiating. To  fuperior  natural  abilities,  he 
joins  uncommon  cultivation  of  mind;  and 
like  Frederic,  he  is  no  lefs  gifted  with  the 
talents  of  a general,  than  with  thofe  of  a 
ffatefman.  During  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
late  w'ar,  the  King  always  committed  to  his 
charge  the  moll  arduous  undertakings,  in 
which  coiifummate  prudence  or  military  (kill 
were  required,  With  inferior  and  ill-difci- 
plined  troops,  he  not  only  fultained,  but  re- 
pelled more  than  once,  the  Auftrian  and 
Saxon  attacks.  At  the  battle  of  Prague,  he 
difplayed  the  greateft  intrepidity.  At  that 
of  Frey  berg,  he  manifefted  talents  for  war, 
which  rank  him  among  the  firll  com- 
manders of  the  age.  To  the  fuperiority  of 
his  views  and  difpofitions,  was  principally 
due  the  viclory  which  he  there  obtained,  and 
of  which  I have  already  fpoken  elfewhere. 
His  military  talents  are  faid  to  be  the  reverfe 
of  the  King’s.  Frederic,  enterprizing  in  hi.s 
temper,  feenis  formed  for  bold  and  odenflve 

meafures, 
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meafures.  Prince  Henr}^,  more  cold  and 
cautious,  is  calculated  for  defenfive  war. 

It  is  not  only  in  the  field  that  his  abilities 
have  been  aciively  and  beneficially  emplo}^- 
ed,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pruffian  Crown  and 
.Monarchy:  he  has  encountered  and  fur- 
mounted  obflacles  in  the  cabinet  equally  dif- 
ficult. To  him  the  King  committed  the  two 
delicate  negociations  opened  with  Catharine 
the  Second , which  changed  the  face  of  Eu- 
rope, eventually  produced  the  partition  of 
Poland, and  cemented,  on  lafting  grounds,  the 
friendfliip  betw-een  the  Courts  of  Peterlburgh 
and  Berlin.  In  the  two  vifits  which  he  made 
to  the  Einprefs  for  that  purpofe,  when  he 
Kclcd  at  once  as  a minifter  of  ftate  and  as  an 
ambafiador,  he  more  than  anfwercd  every 
e^pe6lation  entertained  of  him,  and  eile^ted 
all  the  leading  points  intrufted  'to  his  care. 
Such  an  union  of  talents  is  alinoft  unexampled 
in  tw'o  Princes  fo  nearly  allied  by  blood. 
There  are  not  wanting  perfons  here,  who 
cTteem  him  fuperior  in  capacity  to  the  King; 

but 
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but  the  elevation  of  a throne  is  more  calcu- 
lated for  the  difplay  of  great  endowments, 
than  a private  ftation. 

In  many  particulars  of  their  life  and  dif- 
’ pofition,  even  in  their  very  defers,  the  fimi- 
larity  between  the  two  brothers  is  ftriking. 
Like  Frederic,  .Prince  Henry  is  deftitute  of 
male,  or  female  iffue.  ^ Like  him  too,  the 
Prince  is  not  of  an  amorous  complexion,  nor 
happy  in  his  domeftic  connexion.s.  Both  pafs 
a 'great  portion  of  their  lives  in  a fort  of 
retreat,  little  feen  except  by  the  perfons  who 
compofe  their  houfehold,  and  who  conftitute 
their  ordinary  fociety.  The  Prince  was  mar- 
ried in  1752,  to  Wilhelmiua,  daughter  of 
Maximilian,  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel ; but 
they  neither  eat,  fpeak,  meet,  nor  cohabit 
together.  She  is,  neverthelefs,  admitted  to 
be  not  only  an  amiable  and  pleafmg  woman, 
but  poflefTed  of  a fuperior  underltanding.  It 
certainly  is  not  in  the  Royal  Family  ofPruffia, 

- that  examples  of  conjugal  union  or  felicity 
can  at  prefent  be  eafily  found.  Such  is  the 
alienation  which  fubfifts  between  Prince 

I 
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Henr}^  and  his  wife,  that  he  has  alw'ajs, 
when  at  Berlin,  a feparate  table  in  the  fame 
Palace  but  he  relides;  during  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  year,  at  his  feat  of  Rheinfberg, 
near  the  borders  of  the  Diichv  of  Mecklen- 
berg  Strelitz,  It  is  there  that  Itrangers  are 
' prefented  to  him,  as  he  rarely  remains  in  the 
capital  more  than  three  months  annually, 
from  January  till  April.  Though  little  con- 
fulted  or  employed  by  Frederic  at  prefent, 
in  the  calm  of  peace,  no  one  doubts  that  if 
circumftances  of  public  danger  or  difllcully 
lliould  a rife,  his  abilities  \vould  again  be 
called  into  the  moft  a6tive  exertion. 

Of  the  King's  four  fifters,  only  one, 
the  Princef^  Amelia,  youngeft  of  PVedcric 
Willianfs  numerous  family,  has  remained 
unmarried.  She  occupies  a fj)l('ndid  palace 
in  one  of  the  beft  ilreets  of  the  metropolis ; 
and  Frederic,  who  regards  her  with  great 
atTc8ion,  ufually  breaktafts  wulh  lier  when- 
ever he  occafionallv  vifits  Berlin.  Having 
been  elcHed  Abbefs  of  Quedlinbourg  in 
the  revenue  ariGng  from  that  cccle- 

fiallical 
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•fiaftical  preferment  enables  her  to  maintain 
an  eflablifliment  fiiitable  to  her  birth.  Her 
endowments  of  mind  are  aflerted  to  be  ex- 
tixiordinarj ; but  her  health  and  conftitution 
are  altogether  broken  by  difeafe,  though 
the  is  fcarcely  fifty-four  years  of  age.  Such 
are  her  infirmities,  that  fhe  has  entirely  loft 
any  eye,  and  the  ufe  of  one  arm ; in  con- 
feqiience  of  which  fhe  is  feldoni  feen  in 
public,  and  never  appears  at  Court. 

• AVitli  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Pruffia,  lafl 
of  the  Royal  line,  I fhall  conclude  tliLs 
letter.  Althousfh  he  may  not  have  the 

O 

fiime  perfonal  claims  to  immortality  with 
his  two  elder  brothers,  in  perfonal  courage 
he  may  juftly  emulate  them.  During  the 
late  war  he  ferved  in  the  Pruflian  forces, 
and  he  holds  the  rank  of  General.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  him  that  Frederic  will  probably 
ever  intruft,  in  a moment  of  dancjer  or  emer- 
gency,  the  material  interefts  of  the  family 
of  Brandenburgh.  Prince  Ferdinand  has 
two  fons  by  his  prefent  wife ; fo  that,  not- 
witliftanding  the  fterility  of  the  Queen  and 
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of  the  Princefs  Henry,  the  Crown,  we  may 
reafonably  conjeciure,  will  not  want  males 
to  inherit  it  in  our  time.  Thofe  w'ho  believe 
that  genius  is  tranfmitted  by  defcent,  will 
perhaps  regret  that  neither  the  King  nor 
Prince  Henry  are  likely  to  leave  behind 
them  any  poilerity.  But,  however  greatly 
their  abilities  may  have  conduced  to  elevate 
the  Pruffian  Monarchy  to  its  prefent  ftate, 
we  may  fecurely  confide  its  future  preferva- 
tion,  to  the  valour,  judgment,  and  probity 
of  its  collatemi  heirs. 
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LETTER  VII. 

Potzdam. — Sans  Souci'* — The  neiu  Palace. — 
Refieciions  on  Potzdam,  and  oji  the  genius  of 
the  Prujjian  government. 

Leipsic,  November  g,  1777. 

the  fifth  of  this  month  I left  Berlin, 
after  a flay  of  about  feven  weeks,  and 
arrived  at  Potzdam  the  fame  evening.  It 
is  difficult  to  imagine  a more  flerile  tract  of 

O 

country,  than  that  which  feparates  the  two 
cities.  The  whole  is  an  expanfe  of  fand, 
exhibiting  fcarcely  any  marks  of  cultiva- 
tion, thinly  peopled,  dreary,  and  refembling 
a wildernefs,  rather  than  the  vicinity  of  a 
great  metropolis.  Groves  of  melancholy 
fir  diverfify,  without  enlivening  the  pro- 
fpect ; and  few  marks  of  agriculture  or  of 
opulence  are  fecn.  This  appearance  is,  no 
doubt,  to  be  chiefly  attributed  to  the  un- 
grateful nature  of  the  foil ; but  fomething 

inufl. 
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muft,  in  my  judgment,  be  allowed  for  the 
genius  of  the  government,  which  is  more 
directed  to  political  aggrandizement,  than 
to  the  felicity  of  the  people. 

If  Berlin  is  confidered  as  the  capital  of  the 
Prufl'ian  Monarchy,  Potzdam  may  be  pro- 
perly efteemed  the  ordinary  relidence  of  the 
Sovereign,  ever  fince  the  death  of  Frederic 
the  Firft,  more  than  hxty  years  ago.  The  late 
King,  his  fon,  preferred  it,  for  many  reafons, 
to  the  metropolis;  and  the  prefen t King pafies 
the  far  greater  part  of  the  year  at  Potzdam. 
Every  fquare  and  every  ftreet  difplay  the 
chara6leriflic  marks  of  his  genius.  ' I regard 
it,  indeed,  more  in  the  light  of  a military 
ftation,  or  as  the  head-quarters  of  an  army  in 
cantonment,  than  as  a mere  city  in  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  the  term.  Like  Berlin,  it 
is  regular,  modern, and  coii(lru6ied  with  fyni* 
metry . Some  of  the  gates  are  of  Athenian  tafte 
and  elegance,  exhibiting  models  of  architec- 
ture in  various  forms.  The  Royal  Palace  is  a 
princely  edifice,  in  front  of  which  extends’ 
the  parade,  where  Frederic,  unlefs  prevented 
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by  indifpofition,  is  every  'morning  to  be 
found,  reviewing  liis  guards.  I faw  him  gal- 
lop ’along  the  line,  and  give  the  word  of 
command  in  perfon,  with  all  the  fire  and 
animation  of  a young  nian..  Yet  he  is  now 
more  than  fixty-five  years  of  age  ; a period 
of  ' life,  long  before  which  the  great  Cond6,  - 
as  well  as  Marlborough,-  ceafed  to  appear 
in  the  field ; and  after  which,  fcarcely^any 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  Generals  of  the  iafl 
or  prefent  century,  have  ventured  to  aiflime 
in  perfon  the  command  of  armies.  If  Prince 
Eugene  and  Marihal  Villars  form  exceptions 
to  the  remark,  it  miift  1^  admitted  that 
they  did  not  add  to  their  laurels,  by  their 
concluding  campaigns.  The  King  of-Pruffia, 
notwithftanding  his  bodily  infirmities,  ftill 
preferves  the  frelhnefs,  and  even  much  of 
the  a6tivity  of  his  youth.  In  cafe  of  a rup- 
ture with  Auftria  or  Rullia,  no  man  doubts 
that  he  would  lead  his  troops  in  perfon  againft 
the  enemy.  He  may  perhaps  be  lefs  enter- 
prizing  in  his  temper  than  he  was  formerly  ; 
but.  nether  the  energy,  nor  vigor  of  his 
VOL.  1.  S faculties 
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faculties  fcem  to  have  fufJered  any  dimi* 
iiution. 

Many  caufes,  phyfical  as  well  as  morale 
conduce  to  render  Potzdam  gloomy  and 
cheerlefs.  The  local  pofition  is  in  itfelf  def- 
titute  of  natural  gaiety  or  beauty.  A fandy, 
barren  foil,  on  which  only  the  fir  loves  to 
run  up  or  to  thrive,  is  an  inherent  and 
Irremediable  defe6l.  It  is  even  adverfe  to 
the  genius  of  architeclure : for  fo  loofe  is 
the  ground,  that  it  appears  to  be  incapable 
of  long  fuftaining  the  incumbent  weight 
of  any  very  large,  or  heavy  ftru6lure:  a 
deformity  vifible  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  where  the  buildings  have  funk  at  the 
foundation.  Yet  I do  not  recolle61:  to  have 
heard  that  at  Palmyra,  which  Hands  in  the 
midft  of  the  funds  of  Arabia,  any  of  the 
temples  or  monuments,  though  of  remote 
antiquity,  lean  from  the  perpendicular,  or 
have  fuftered  from  the  fame  caufe.  Is  it 
that  Frederic,  though  he  loves  to  build,  and  to 
decorate ; confults  principally  his  own  grati- 
fication, or  vanity,  regardlefs  of  pofterity?  It 
17  certainly 
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certainly  was  not  thus  that  Pericles  cmbei- 
lllhed  Athens;  or  that  Agrippa  and  Adrian 
con{lru6ted  the  edifices  intended  to  tranf- 
mit  their  memories  to  diftant  times.  Yet  in 
monuments  of  talte,  and  the  prote6lion  of  all 
the  fine  arts,  no  lefs  than  in  military  fame, 
the  King  has  ever  been  emulous  to  rival  the 
greateft  names  of  Greece  or  Rome* 

Scarcely  above  a quarter  of  a mile  from 
Potzdam,  on  a pleafing  eminence,  com- 
manding a view  of  the  city,  the  river 
Havel,  and  the  adjacent  country,  ftands 
the  little  palace  of  “ Sans  Souci."*  In 
celebrity,  though  not  in  magnitude  or 
1‘plendor,  it  may  vie  with  Verfailles,  with 
the  Efcurial,  or  the  Vatican;  the  moft  ex.- 
penfive  fabrics  of  modern  vanity  and  gran- 
deur. The  building  itfelf  is  far  from  mag- 
nificent, confifting  only  of  a long  range  of 
apartments  on  the  ground,  conftru6led  by 
Frederic,  not  long  after  his  acceffion  to  the 
Crown.  It  was  there,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  prefent  reign,  that  Voltaire,  Mauper- 
tuis,  Bielfield,  Algarotti,  Manftein,  D’Ar- 
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gens,  Keening,  and  fo  many  other  extraordl" 
nary  or  fuperior  men,  were  accultomed  fre- 
quently to  hold  their  meetings,  and  to  difeufs 
the  moft  interefting  queftions  of  fcience  dr  ot 
philofophy,  in  company  with  the  King.  That 
period  of  time  terminated  with  the  memor- 
able war  which  began  in  17  56;  when  military 
occupations  of  a more  urgent  and  imperious 
nature  broke  up  their  fociety.  During 
near  feven  years  Frederic  neither  beheld  his 
capital,  nor  “ Sans  Souci,^^  which  were  both 
more  than  once  in  pofiTeiTion  of  the  Auf- 
trians  or  the  Ruffians.  ‘'‘They  neverthelefs 
fpared,and  protected  the  latter  from  outrage. 
Except  Voltaire,  Frederic  is  now  the  foie 
fiirvivor  of  that  great  knot ; and  here  he 
paffies  in  a retirement,  * partly  Epicurean, 
partly  philofophic,  the  whole  of  the  Sum- 
mer and  Autumn,  when ‘he  is  not  abfent 
at  the  reviews  in  Silefia,  or  at  thofe  on  the 
Viftula.  At  “ Sans  Souci,"  he  aife6ts  to 
diveft  himfelf  of  the  cares  and  fatigues  - 
attached  to  Royalty;  to  unbend 'his  mind 
from  State  afiairs,  and  to  live  principally  for 

fociety. 
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fociety,  friendlliip,  and  knowledge.  No 
villtor  of  whatever  rank  intrudes  unaiked, 
on  the  privacy  of  his  retreat:  but  the  Here- 
ditary Prince  of  Brunfwic,  as  well  as  his 
brother  Prince  Frederic,  each,  have  their  re- 
fpe6tive  apartments  in  the  palace ; and  when 
there, they  conftantly  dine  at  the  royal  table. 

The  central  chamber  of  “ Sans  Souci,"" 
w'hich  is  the  eating  room,  is  fmall,  but  beau- 
tiful ; the  figure  of  it  is  oval ; and  architec- 
ture, as  well  as  fculpture,  have  united  to- 
wards its  decoration.  Italy  and  Egypt 
furniflied  the  marble  with  which  the  floor  is 
inlaid  ; and  the  Corinthian  pillars  that  fup- 
port  the  roof,  were  dug  out  of  the  quarries 
of  Carrara.  Two  ftatutes  of  exquifite  work- 
manfhip,  ftand  in  niches  on  either  fide 
the  door ; ' and  in  all  the  furniture,  no  lefs 
than  in  the  ornaments,  are  difplayed  luxury 
and  tafte.  In  order  however  to  render  it 
habitable,  or  at  leafl  comfortable,  a w'armer 
and  more  genial  climate  is  requifite.  On  the 
fhore  of  Baiie,  or  of  Sorrento,  fuch  a retreat 
would  be  fupremely  delightful;  but  here, 
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during  ten  months  of  the  year,  we  (biver 
while  we  admire.  In  fuminer  the  King  con-» 
ilantly  dines  there;  and  adjoining  to  it  are 
three  chambers,  one  wdthin  the  other,  pecu- 
liarly appropriated  to  his  own  ufe. 

The  hidt  apartment  is  a drawing-room  of 
very  moderate  dimenfions,  but  elegant  and 
adorned  with  a few  paintings : unlike  the 
generality  of  German  rooms,  it  has  in  it  a 
chimney.  Frederic,  wiio  prefers  comfort  to 
grandeur,  has  difcovered  that  nothing  can 
compenfate  for  the  cheerful  and  vivifying 
influence  of  a fire.  The  body  may  indeed 
be  completely  warmed  by  the  equal  dif- 
fufion  of  heat  from  a flove ; but  the  mind, 
the  temper,  and  the  fancy,  receive  anima- 
tion as  well  as  heat,  from  the  fight  of  a 
blazing  hearth.  The  King  is  too  well  read 
in  Horace  and  in  Tibullus,  not  to  feel 
how  clafiical  a warmth  is  bellowed  by  the 
“ ligna  fuper  foco.'’  It  is  one  of  the  many 
proofs  that  might  he  adduced,  how  fu- 
perior  he  is,  in  little,  as  well  as  in  greater 
tilings,  to  the  generality  of  German 
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Princes,  who  never  fee  a fire,  and  are 
fatisfied  with  feeling  its  operation.  Near 
the  chimney  was  placed  a fofa,  very  dirty, 
and  much  worn  by  the  King's  boots. 
Here  he  writes,  reads,  compbfes,  and  difi- 
patches  bufinels. 

Next  to  it  is  the  mufic-room  ; an  amufe- 
ment  of  which  Frederic,  at  every  period 
of  his  life  has  been  fond.  The  flute  was, 
for  a long  time,  his  favorite  inltrument ; 
but  he  has,  not  without  relu6lance,  been 
obliged  to  renounce  this  elegant  gratifica- 
tion, on  account  of  the  weaknefs  of  his 
lungs ; and  he  now  performs  on  the  harp- 
fichord.  A very  fine  one  flood  in  the 
apartment;  and  on  a large  marble  table, 
tumbled  together  in  confulion,  lay  Sonatas, 
petrefa6lions,  and  a variety  of  curiofities, 
mineral,  metallic,  and  literary.  Only  one- 
painting  found  a place  here ; it  was  a portrait 
of  the  Emperor  Jofeph  the  Second,  lately  fent 
him  as  a prefent  from  Vienna.  He  doubtlefs 
retains  it  there,  as  William  the  Third  would 
have  preferved  that  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
conftantly  before  his  eyes,  or  as  Alexander 
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‘•would  have  done  that  of  Darius.  Towards 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  Frederic  looks  -with 
.natural  ■ and -uncealing  folicitude.  He  is 
neither  lulled  into  fecurity  by  treaties,  nor 
deceived  by  proteftations.  Confcious  that  the 
' Auftrian  Cabinet  will  feize  the  firft  occa- 
fion  of  endeavoring  to  regain  Silefia,  and  of 
humbling  the  family  of  Brandenburgh,  he 
keeps  the  image  of  his  antagonift  conftantly 
before  his  eyes. 

In  the  third  and  innermofl  chamber,  his 
Majefty  deeps:  but,  on  firft  entering,  it  is  not 
ealy  to  difcover  the  precife  place;  a large  re- 
• cefs,  gilded  and  deiigned  for  a bed  of  ftate, 
remaining  unoccupied.  Behind  a fcreen,  in 
■one  corner  of  the  room,  on  a little  camp  bed, 
or  rather  couch,  fcarcely  three  feet  wide, 
Frederic  conftantly  repofes.  The  whole  fur- 
niture, as  well  as  the  fcreen  itfelf,  are  com- 
pofed  of  pale  blue  fatin,and  at  the  foot  ftands 
an  alarum  clock.  Accuftomed  to  a military 
life,  and  inured  to  hardlbips,  he  prefers 
this  bed  to  one  of  a -larger  fize.  In  the 
<^'ardens  of  ‘‘  Sans  Souci”'  almoft  clofe 
to  the  palace,  is  the  gallery  of  paintings 

that 
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that  he  has  conftru6led  : the  walls,  as  well 
as  the  flour  of  which,  are  entirely  in- 
crufted  with  marble.  Though  the  col- 
leftion  can  neither  c(5mpare  in  magnitude, 
with  that  of  Drefden,  or  of  Duh’eldorf,  it 
contains  many  valuable  pieces,  Italian  and 
Flemifh.  He  ufually  pafTes  an  hour  or  more 
there  almoft  every  day,  when  not  prevented 
by  more  important  occupations,  Vander- 
werft’ and  Rubens  are  faid  to  be  his  favourite 
mafters. 

I drove  about  a mile'  through  the  gar- 
dens of  “ Sans  Souci,”  to  the  new  palace  ; 

■ a magnificent  ftru6lure  ere6led  by  the  King 
fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of  Hu- 
-bertfburg  in  1763,  and  only  finifhed  a 
few  years  ago.  The  front  is  grand,  and 
tlie  ftyle  noble,  but  capricious  and  fingular  ; 
differing  in  fome  poihts  from  the  com- 
monly effabliflied  rules  of  archite6iure. 
After  contemplating  its  vaft  extent,  its 
fuperb  furniture,  its  numerous  apartments, 
capable  of  lodging  the  whole  Royal  Family, 
together  w’ith  their  attendants ; we  are  com- 
pelled 
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pelled  to  lament  that  it  Hands  in  a fandy 
plain,  deftitute  of  cheerfulnefs  or  beauty. 
It  is  indeed,  difficult  to  affign  a fatisfa6lory 
reafon  why  a Prince  fo  economical,  and  fo 
much  an  enemy  to  ufelefs  pomp,  Ihould  con- 
flru6l  a fecond  verfailles  among  the  fands  of 
Brandenburgh.  Was  it  not  done,  in  order 
to  convince  all  Europe,  that  the  long,  ruin- 
ous, and  expenlive  war  w'hich  he  fuftain- 
ed,  has  neitlier  impoveriffied  him,  nor  ex-» 
haufted  his  finances  ? Except  during  the 
Great  Duke  of  Ruffians  vifit  to  him  laft  year, 
he  has  fcarcely  ever  lodged  in  this  Palace 
a Tingle  night ; and  perhaps  he  will  never 
inhabit  it  more.  Content  with  having  rear- 
ed fo  fuperb  an  edifice,  he  leaves  it  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  his  fuccelTbrs. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  magnificent  con- 

ftru6lions  of  art,  whofe  effe6l  is  encreafed 

by  the  external  beauty  and  regularity 

of  Potzdam,  the  mind  wants  fomething 

on  which  to  repofe.  After  the  firft  emo- 

▲ 

tions  of  curiofity  and  admiration  have  fub- 
iided,  we  look  round  for  comfort,  plenty, 

and 
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and  felicity.  But,  baniflied  by  tlie  hand  of 
military  feverity,  they  are  not  any  where 
to  be  found.  No  feftive  peafants  are  feen 
along  the  lides  of  the  melancholy  Havel, 
employed  in  the  occupations  or  recreations 
of  a country  life.  It  feems  to  me  that  Homer 
might  have  wTitten  his  “Iliad,""  or  Voltaire 
his  “ Henriade,""  at  Potzdam : but,  Virgil 
could  never  have  compofed  his  “Georgies,"' 
nor  Theocritus,  his  “ Idylliums,""  under 
the  fliade  of  Frederic's  laurels.  No  rural  or 
paftoral  images  prefent  themfelves  to  the 
imagination.  Guards  and  H ulTars  conftitute 
half  the  Inhabitants  ; and  even  they  feem 
rather  detained  by  force,  than  refident 
from  inclination,  loyalty,  or  adherence. 
While  I remained  there,  I thought  per- 
petually of  what  Cicero  faid  to  Marcellus  ; 
“ Wherever  you  are,  recolle6l  that  you  are 
“ equally  within  the  power  of  the  con- 
“ queror."’  The  Prulhan  Monarchy  itfelf 
fometimes  reminds  me  of  a vaft;  prifon, 
in  the  gloomy  centre  of  which  appears 
the  great  keeper,  occupied  in  the  care  of 

his 
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his  captives.  The  air,  which  I am  now 
breathing,  feems  lighter  than  in  Branden- 
burgh,  the  human  face  'more  cheerful,  the 
animal  man  more  happy,  and  the  afpe6fc 
' of  nature  itfelf  more  grateful.  I quitted 
the  dominions  of  Frederic,  penetrated  with 
admiration  of  his  talents,  his  vi6tories, 
and  his  atchievements : but,  with  fenti- 

ments  fuch  as  we  experience  on  leaving  a 
magnificent  caftle,  furrounded  with  moats 
and  battlements,  where  emblems  of  reftraint 
continually  force  themfelves  on  the  eye,  or 
the  imagination.  After  my  departure  from 
Potzdam,  I reached  the  Saxon  frontiers  in  a 
few  hours ; for  the  diftance  is  very  incon- 
fiderable.  Not  only  the  foil  becomes  fer- 
tile, but  the  cultivation  is  better’;  and  an 
air  of  plenty,  mixed  with  content,  is  vifible 
in  every  countenance,  on  entering  the  ter- 
ritories of  Saxony.  It  is  impoffible  to  ex- 
prefs  how.  pleafing  is  the  effefl:  of  this  change, 
on  the  mind. 
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LETTER  VIII. 

PoJitioji  of  Drefdejiy  local  and  political— Conduct 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  towards  the  Saxons^  in 
the  taji  zvar. — The  Court. — Change  in  it  fince 
the  Death  of  Aiigujhis  the  Third. — Saxon  Wo- 
men.— Prince  Charles  of  Saxonp. — Story'  of 
the  Apparition  of  the  Chevalier  de  Saxe,  raifed 
by  Schrepfer. — Refe^ions  on  it. — Death  of 
- Schrepfer.  ^ 

Dresden,  November  23,  1777. 
Jt  is  difficult  to  imagine  a greater  tran- 
fition,  than  in  paffing  from  the  Pruffian, 
to  the  Saxon  dominions  ; ora  contrail  more 
(Inking,  than  is  profented  by  Berlin  and 
Drefden'.  I am  charmed  with  this  city ; 
with  its  environs,  with  its  fociety,  and 
with  its  general  alpecl.  The  fandy  plains 
of  Brandenburp;h  are  here  exchano;ed  for 

^ O O 

a rich,  finely  undulated,  and  populous 
country,  covered  with  marks  of  opu- 
lence, induflry,  and  freedom.  Inflead  of 

the 
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the  melancholy  and  deferted'  magnificence 
of  Berlin,  we  find  here  a fmaller  capital,  lefs 
regular  in  its  conftru6lion  ; but  cheerful,  ele- 
gant, and  in  a fituation  the  moft  picturefquc. 
It  retains  indeed,  in  many  parts,  the  fright- 
fiil  veftiges  of  bombardments,  conflagra- 
tions, and  ravages,  principally  infli6led 
by  Frederic,  during  the  courfe  of  the  late 
war.  Never,  perhaps,  was  any  fituation, 
politically  confidered,  more  unfortunate 
than  that  of  Drefden.  All  the  local  or 
phyfical  advantages  which  the  Saxon  ca- 
pital enjoys,  are  dearly  purchafed  by  its 
expofed  pofition.  Placed  between  two 
great  rival  powers,  who  are  perpetually 
contending  for  fuperiority,  the  Ele6lor  is 
under  a neceffity  on  every  rupture,  of 
joining  one  or  the  other.  If,  as  in  the  late 
war,  he  allies  w ith  Auftria ; his  dominions, 
nay  his  capital  and  his  palaces,  are  occu- 
pied, burnt,  and  demolifhed  by  the  Pruf- 
fians.  Auguftus  the  Third,  King  of  Po- 
land, grandfather  to  the  prefent  Ele6lor, 
experienced  this  truth  in  its  full  extent. 

Driven 
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Driven  from  Drefden,  he  pafled  moft  of  the 
concluding  years  of  his  reign,  in  a fort  of 
inglorious  exile  from  his  paternal  domini- 
ons, at  Warfaw,  among  his  ele6tive  fubje6ls, 
the'  Poles.  Does  he  take  part  againft  the 
Court  of  Vienna  ? He  is,  if  polTible,  ex- 
poled  to  greater  calamities-  The  Bohe- 
mian frontiers  are  fearcely  four  leagues 
diftant ; and  a body  of  Croats,  or  Pan- 
dours,  frcretly  detached  by  the  enemy, 
may  carry  off  the  Eleftor  himfelf,  if  he 
venture  to  take  the  diverlion  of  hunting 
at  Moritzburg,  or  at  Pilnitz,  two  of  his  pa- 
laces in  the  vicinity  of  Drefden. 

Yet,  under  all  tiiefe  difad  vantages,  in 
the  Ihort  time  which  has  elapfed  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  late  peace  ; fuch  are  the 
inherent  fuperiorities  of  the  foil  of  Saxony, 
fuch  the  induftry  of  its  inhabitants,  and  fuch 
the  wifdom,  economy,  and  benignity  of  the 
prefent  Government,  that,  except  in  Drefden 
itfelf,  I can  trace  few  marks  of  misfor- 
tune. Frederic’s  Generals,  from  necelfity 
more  than  from  inclination,  were  reduced' 
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to  burn  the  fuburbs  'in  1758;  but  he  di- 
re6led  his  bombs  againft  the  fineft<  public 
edifices,  during  the  fiege  in*  1 760.  Animated 
by  perfonal  refeiitment  towards  Count  * 
Bruhl,  firft  ininifter  and  favorite  of  Auguftus 
the  Third,  to  whofe  influence  and  counfels 
he  attributed  tlie  hoftile  part  taken  by  his' 
mailer  ; the  King  defcended  to  manifeU  his 
indignation  agaihH  that  nobleman,  in  a 
manner  as  it  appears  to  me,  unworthy  of  fo 
great  a Prince.  He  not  only  deftroyed 
Count  Bruhfs  palaces  ; but  even  caufed,  it 
is  faid,  the  pavilions  and  Itatues  in  his  gar- 
dens, to  be  mutilated  or  defaced  r 'a  Hate 
in  which  many  of  them  ftill  remain  at  the 
prefent  hour.  Such  a mode  of  revenge,  if 
true,  refembles  more  the  impotent  fury  of 
Cambyfes  or  of  Caracalla,  than  the  dignified 
refentment  which  fliould  chara6lerize  a 
Sovereign,  by  whom  the  arts  have  been 
always  cherilhed.  His-  enemies  by  no 
means  retaliated  with  equal  feverity  on 
Berlin,  or  on  Potzdam,  of  both  which, 
for  a fhort  time,  they  were  repeatedly 

mafters ; 
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mafters ; and  ^vluch,  though  they  plundered 
and  ranlbmed,  they  neither  defaced,  nor 
demolifhed.  During  the  winter  of  1756? 
when  Frederic  occupied  and  refided  at  Drei- 
den,  he  w'as  accuftomed  to  pafs  much  of  his 
Icifure  in  the  celebrated  gallery  of  paintings 
conftructed  by  Augultus  the  Third.  It  is 
by  far  the  fined  cblleblion  of  that  nature  to 
be  found  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  does 
honor  to  the  tafte  as  well  as  magnificence  of 
the  late  King  of  Poland.  I confefs,  however, 
that  I am  lefs  ftruck  with  the  “ Notte”  of 
Corregio,  oppofite  to  which  Frederic  ufcd 
to  caufe  his  chair  to  be  placed,  than  with 
many  other  pieces  in  the  gallery. 

Of  the  Saxon  Court,  though  I have  been 
prefented  to  the  Ele6lor,  I am  incompetent 
to  fpeak  with  information,  from  fo  ihort  a 
refidence.  A glance  fuffices,  neverthelefs, 
to  Ihew  that  it  fcarcely  retains  any  traces 
of  the  fplendor  which  characterized  it  under 
the  reigns  of  Augultus  the  Second  and 
Third.  Thofe  Princes,  in  addition  to  their 
hereditary  pollefiions,  Avere  by  ele^dioii 
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Kings  of  Poland  ; and  Drefden,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  down  to 
the  year  1756,  might  be  faid  to  vie  witli 
Paris  itfelf  in  the  arts  of  pleafure  and 
luxury.  But,  the  accumulated  calamities 
of  war,  under  A\  hich  Saxon}'  groaned  during 
more  than  fix  years,  nearly  extinguifhed  in- 
duftry,  and  impoverilhed  every  clafs  of  the 
people.  The  reigning  Elector,  economical, 
laborious,  and  neither  attached  to  pleafure, 
nor  to  exhibitions  of  pomp,  wifely  reprellbs 
every  tendency  to  cxpence.  Occupied  me- 
ritorioufly  in  recovering  his  dominions  from 
the  ravacres  of  Frederic,  no  lefs  than  from  the 
efl'ebl  of  the  profufion  and  mal-adminiltration 
of  his  predeceflbrs ; he  gives  no  part  of  his 
revenues  to  miftrefles,  to  dancers,  to  arlifis, 
or  to  public  exhibitions  in  any  line. 

\Mien  I recollebl  the  captivating  deferip- 
tlons  of  Drefden  as  it  cxifled  under  Auguftiis 
the  Second,  given  us  by  Lady  Wortley 
Montagu,  by  Pollnitz,  and  many  other 
writers  ; I am  tempted  to  think  that  I read 
of  fomc  other  place.  Encampments,,  fliows, 
>21  ' and 
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and  divcrfions,  perpetually  fucceeding  each 
other,  to  which  ftrangers  eagerly  crowded 
from  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  rendered 
it  at  once  the  moft  amufing,  as  w’cll  as 
fplendid  Court  in  Germany.  That  Prince, 
whofe  bodily  ftrength  equalled  all  that  fable 
attributes  to  Ajax  or  to  Thefeus,  was  formed 
to  excel  in  manly  exercifes  of  every  kind. 
Pleafure,  varied  in  a thoufand  forms,  feemed 
to  conftitute  almoft  the  only  occupation  of 
liis  reign.  Banquets,  or  rather  Bacchanalian 
Orgies,  fuch  as  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans, 
nearly  at  the  fame  time,  was  accuftomed  to 
celebrate  in  the  “ Palais  Royal,'*  at  Paris, 
were  continually  given  by  Auguftus : while 
the  moft  beautiful  women  of  Poland  and  of 
Germany,  allured  by  his  liberality  and  mu- 
nificence, ftrove  for  the  tranfitory  pofteftion 
of  his  affe6lions.  It  is  in  vain  that  you  w'ould 
now  feek  for  beauty  in  the  Saxon  drawing- 
room.  Except  the  Countefs  Lofs,  I have 
not  feen  a fmgie  woman  of  condition  here, 
who  has  any  pretenfions  to  be  called  hand- 
fome.  Even  Madame  de  Lofs^  if  critically 

T 2 examined, 
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• « 

exaniinGcl,  may  rather  be  denominated 
elegant  and  plealiug,  than  fuperior  in  per- 
Ibnal  charms.  It',  however,  the  upper  rank» 
can  furnidi  To  few  models  for  the  painter,  it 
by  no  means  follows,  that  the  fex  has  dege- 
nerated w 1 thin. the  laft  fifty  years,  in  Saxony. 
Among  the  middle  orders,  and  among  the 
peal’ants,  .the  moil  chajining  figures  are 
found ; far  fuperior,  in  my  opinion;  to  thole 
ordinarily  feen  in  other  parts  of  the  German 
Empire.  I have,  often  been,  ^inclined  to 
imagine,  though  it  is  perhaps  ideal,  that 
there  is  in  the  air,  climate,  , and  iky  of 
Drefden  and  its  environs,  fomething  more 
favourable  to  beauty,  than  . in  ; Hanover, 
Brandenburgh,  or  Bavaria.;  • ...  . 

Among  the  Princes  ■ of  the  Ele61oral 
family.  Prince  Charles,  uncle  to  the  reigning 
Ele6lor,  is  thepnoft  confpicuous.  He  is  here 
commonly  denominated  Duke  of  Courland, 
the  States  of  that  extenfive  Dutchy  having 
chofen  him  for  their  Sovereign,  by  the  in- 
tlucncc  and  prote6lion  of  Elizabeth,  late 
Emprefs  of  Kullia ; /an  elevation  to  which 
. 20  his 
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Ills  uncle,  the  famous  Maurice,  Marflial  Saxe, 
had  been  railed  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
prefent  century.  With  that  PrincefVs  reign 
expired  his  tranfltory  dignity ; and  the  exiled 
Duke  Biren,  recalled  by  Peter  the  Third 
from  Siberia,  refumed  his  fufpended  rights 
as  Duke  of  Courland.  Prince  Charles  of 
Saxony  is  not  only  elegant  in  his  perfon  and 
manners  ; but  highly  amiable  and  accom- 
plhhed.  He  and  the  Princefs  his  wife,  who 
was  a Polifli  lady  of  the  family  of  Crafinfky, 
inhabit  the  palace  here  in  Drelden,  which  bc- 
•longed  to  the  late  Chevalier  de  Saxe,  another 
of  his  uncles,  and  one  of  the  many  natural 
fons  of  Auguflus  the  Second,  King  of  Poland. 

In  the  great  gallery  of  that  palace,  where 
I was  prefented  to  Prince  Charles  three  days 
fince,  was  performed  the  memorable  fcene  of 
railing  the  apparition  of  the  Chevalier  de 
Saxe.  Never,  perhaps,  was  a more  audacb 
ous,  or  a' more  fuccefsful  experiment  tried 
upon  human  weaknefs  and  credulity.  As  it 
happened  only  about  four  years  ago,  and  as 
many  perfons  of  the  firft  rank  and  conlidera- 

T 3 tion 
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tion  in  this  country  were  prefent,  on  the' 
occafion,  the  principal  circumllances  at- 
tending it  are  well  known  and  remembered. 
But,  the  ridicule  which  has  attached  to  it, 
and  the  marked  difapprobation  exprefi'ed  by 
the  Ele6lor  towards  any  repetition  of  fucli 
experiments,  render  all  thofe  who  witnefled 
it  extremely  fliy  of  relating  the  tranfa6tion. 
It  was  not  without  difficulty,  after  repeated 
folicitation,  that  I-  obtained  from  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  affifted  at  it,  the  recital 
which  I am  about  to  make.  He  is  a man  of 
fenfe,  courage,  and  intelligence.  I fupprefs 
his  name  ; but,  you  may  form  from  it  fome 
eftimate  of  the  human  mind  in  this  part  of 
Europe;  which  in  many  refpe61s,  is  certainly 
more  open  or  liable  to  fu perditions  impref- 
lions,  than  with  us.”  The  Germans,  almoft 
imiverfally,  even  thofe  of  the  found  eft  and 
moft  cultivated  underftandings,  believe  in 
the  exiftence  of  familiar  fpirits ; in  whofe 
train  ibliow  witches,  ghofts,  and  the  wdiolc 
family  of  invHible  agents.  If,  however,  we 
incline  to  confidcr  fuch  weaknefs  with  pity 

or 
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or  contempt,  \ve  (liould  recolle6l,  that  fimilar 
proofs  of  human  infirmity  have  been  given 
by  turns,  in  every  European  capital.  • The 
miracles,  performed  in  the  church-yard  of 
St.  Medard,  at  Paris,  under  Louis  the  Fif- 
teentlfs  reign,  which  were  only  terminated 
by  the  royal  interpofition,  are  not  yet  for- 
gotten. And  fcarcely  fifteen  years,  I believe, 

. 4 

are  elapfed,  hnee  London  had  its  “ Clic-* 
“ valier  de  Saxe,"’  in  the  menjorable  Cock- 
Lane  ghofl. 

The  man  who  here  exhibited  fo  extraor- 
dinary a proof  of  liis  art ; for  fuch  it  muft, 
in  every  cafe,  be  efteemed  ; was  a perfon  of 
the  name  of  Schrepfer,  who  originally  re- 
fided  at  Leipfic,  of  which  city  he  was  a 
.native,  and  where  he  kept  a coffee-houfe. 
But,  his  bulinefs  not  producing  him  either  as 
much  profit,  or  as  much  dillinflion  as  he 
afpired  to  poffefs,  he  pretended  to  fiudy 
magic,  and  to  have  acquired  many  fecrets  or 
powers  conne6ted  with  that  imaginary  fei- 
ence.  He  boldly  aflerted  that  he  had  inter- 
courfe  with,  and  a control  oyer  fpirits,  whom 
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he  could  fummon,  command,  and  caufc  to 

4 

difappear,  if  not  altogether  at  his  jdeafure, 
3^et  by  the  force  of  his  invocations.  Thefo 
agents  he  had  the  ingenuity  and  effrontery 
to  divide  ’into  three  clalTes,  the  friendly, 
the  evil,  and  the  neutral ; all  of  whom  he 
knew  how  to  diftinguifli  at  their  approach, 
or  on  their  appearance,  by  the  founds  or 
noifes  which  preceded  and  attended  them. 
Whenever  he  affe6led  to  exert  his  magical 
powers,  he  always  began  by  calling  to  his 
affiflance  the  benevolent  fpirits ; in  order, 
as  he  faid,  to  defend  him  againft  the  attacks 
o,f  the  malignant  ones.  Pretenfions  fo  ex- 
traordinaiy,  fullained  by  fome  exhibitions 
which  impreffed  the  fpe6lators  with  aftonilh- 
‘ment,  foon  procured  him  no  little  reputation. 

Schrepfer,  about  this  time,  while  he  I'till 
3'ciided  at  Leipfic,  had  given  olfence  to 
Prince  Charles  of  Saxony,  by  fome  expref- 
fions  relative  to  him,  of  an  unbecoming  or 
infolent  nature.  The  Prince,  irritated  at 
fuch  condu6f,  ordered  an  oflicer  belonging  to 
his  houfehold  to  repair  to  Leipfic,  and  there 

to 
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o inflicl  on  Schrepfer,  in  his  name,  perfonal 
chaltirement.  His  orders  %vere  exactly  ex- 
ecuted ; but  Schrepter,  thougli  be  attempt- 
ed no  other  refiftance,  running  into  a corner 
of  the  room,  threw  hiinlelf  on  his  knees,  and 
lo‘udly  invoked  liis  invihble  allies  to  come  to 
his  alhftance.  Their  viliblc  appearance  or 

interpofition  were  however  unnecefiary,  in 
•»  » 

order  to  refcue  him  from  further  violence : 
the  officer,  it  is  allerted,  having  been  so 
much  alarmed  at  the  invocation  and  its  pol^ 
iible  confequences,  as  to  quit  the  chamber 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

A circumftance  of  fuch  notoriety,  ns  well 
as  fo  degrading  in  itfeif  to  Schrepfer,  induced 
him  to  leave  Leipfic.  After  an  abfence  of 
Ibme  time,  he  appeared  at  Drefden,  where 
he  allumed  a fi6litious  name,  and  announced 
that  he  was  a colonel  in  the  lervice  of  France. 
In  that  quality  he  even  made  an  attempt  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Ele6lor  ; but  Monfieur 
de  Marbois,  who  a6led  as  Charge  d’ Affaires 
. in  the  abfence  of  the  French  envoy,  refufed 
to  carry  him  to  Court.  His  real  name  foon 

became  • known  ; and  his  pretences  to  Ikill 

» • 
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in  magic  attracling  many  followers,  his  re- 
putation fpecdily  reached  Prince  Charles. 

It  was  accompanied  with  fuch  extraordinary 
\ 

accounts  of  SchrepfQ.r’s  powers,  as  to  induce 
that  Prince  to  make  every  exertion  for  ob- 
literating the  recollection  of  the  indignity 
lately  oft’ered  him.  As  one  ftep  towards  it, 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  go  in  perfon  to  tho 
“ Hotel  dc  Pologne,'’^  an  inn  where  Schrepfer 
lodged  ; and  in  prefence  of  various  witnefles, 
to  afk  his  pardon  for  the  blows  given  him,  as 
well  as  to  offer  every  amends  that  the  nature 
of  the  affront  admitted.  Schrepfer,  flattered 
rby  fuch  a condefcenfion,  having  accepted 
the  apologies,  the  Prince  then  requefted  to 
fee  fome  proofs  of  his  fupernatural  art.  It  is 
pretended  that  he  exhibited  many ; all  of 
^'hich  only  tended  to  augment  the  Princess 
admiration,  and  to  ffimulate  his  curiofity  for 
further  fpec linens. 

Put,  the  moll  difficult  or  fublime  opera- 
tion of  magic  in  all  ages,  has  been  to  niife 
departed  I'pirits  from  the  tomb  ; a prodigy 
which  Schrepfer  made  no  fecret  of  his  ability 
to  pf'rform.  Prince*  Charles  having  earneft- 
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Ij,  as  well  as  repeatedly  befought  it  of  him ; 
after  many  refulals,  real  or  affected,  obtain- 
ed at  length  a reludiant  promife  to  prefent 
before  his  eyes  an  apparition  : for  Schrepfer 
artfully  profelTed  the  greateft  repugnanca 
and  dilinclination  to  the  a6t,  as  being  peril- 
ous to  himfelf,  and  attended  with  various 
circumftanccs  of  horror.  The  promilh  thus 
obtained,  it  only  remained,  therefore,  to  fix 
on  the  fpirit  to  be  fummoned  from  the.  tomb. 
After  long  conlideration,  the  Chevalier  de 
Saxe  was  named,  and  Schrepfer  undertook 
to  prefent  his  gholt  in  a vifible  form  before 
a fele6l  company.  The  place  chofen  for  mak- 
ing the  experiment,  was  Prince  Charleses 
Palace  in  Drefden.  But,  as  it  was  well 
known  that  the  EJe61:or,  having  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  neither  credulous,  nor  inclined  to 
permit  fuch  exhibitions  in  his  capital,  might 
difapprove  and  prohibit  it,  the  ftrifteft  fe- 
crecy^was  obferved  previous  to  the  affair. 

The  Chevalier  de  Saxe,  third  in  order  of 
birth,  among  the  natural  fons  of  Auguftus 
the  SecoiKl,  King  of  Poland,  was  only  half 
brother  to  the  famous  Marihal  Count  Saxe, 


£$4  MEMOIRS  OF  THE 

as  they  Mere  Iprimg  from  different  mothers. 
In  right  of  his,  m Iio  Tvas  a Princefs  Liilio- 
mirffa,  of  a very  illnltrious  Polifli  family, 
the  Chevalier  inherited  confiderablc  property 
in  that  country,  as“'\vell  as  in  Saxony.  He 
refided  principally  in  Drefden,  and  died  only 
a few  years  ago,  at  his  palace  in  this  cit^' ; 
M^hich  his  nephew  Prince  Charles,  who  l)c- 
came  his  principal  heir,  occupied  aftdr  his 
cleceafe.  In  addition  to  his  maternal  effates, 
the  Chevalier  poffefled  a vaff  income  from 
his  military  and  other  appointments  in  the 
EIe61;oral  fervice ; and  as  he  left  no  iffiie,  he 
was  fuppofed  to  have  amaffed  great  fums. 
Reports  had  been  circulated,  that  money  was 
concealed  fomewhere  in  the  palace  ; but  no 
pcrfon  pretended  to  afcertain the precifc  place 
tvherc  it  w'as  depofited.  If  his  fpirit  could 
he  compelled  to  appear  by  magic  power, 
ihatinterdting  ferret  might  be  extorted  from 
him.  Thus  curiofity  combining  with  the 
hope  of  difcovering  a confiderable  treafure, 
prompted  Prince  Charles,  as  it  is  fuppofed, 
to  name  his  uncle,  for  the  objc61  of  the  cx*. 
pennicnt. 

Schrepfer 
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Schrepfer  naturally  preferring  darknefs, 
tis  not  only  more  private  in  itfelf,  but  every 
way  better  calculated  for  the  effect  of  incan- 
tations ; the  company  ahembled  on  the  ap- 
pointed night.  They  were  nineteen  in  num- 
ber, of  whom  I pcrfonally  know  feveral,  who 
are  perfons  of  coniideration,  chara6ter,  and 
refpe6tability.  When  they  were  met  in  the 
gre^at  gallery  of  Prince  Charles’s  palace,  the 
firll  obje6t  of  all  prefent  was  to  fecure  the 
wIikIows  and  doors,  in  order  equally  to  pre- 
vent intrufion  or  deception.  As  far  as  pre- 
caution could  eftedl  it,  they  did  fo,  and  were 
latisfied  that  nothing  except  violence  could 
procure  accefs  or  entrance.  Schrepfer  then 
acquainted  them,  that  the  act  which  he  was 
about  to  perform,  would  demand  all  their 
firmnels  ; and  advifed  them  to  for  thy  their 
nerves  by  partaking  of  a bowl  of  punch, 
which  was  placed  upon  the  table.  Several 
of  them,  (indeed,  as  I believe,  all  except 
one  or  two,  thinking  the  exhortation  judi- 
cious,) very  readily  followed  it ; but,  the 
gentleman  from  whom  I received  thefe 
particulars,  declined  to  prolit  by  the  advice. 

‘‘  T am 
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“ I am  come  here/'  faid  he  to  Schrepfer, 
“ to  be  prefent  at  raifmg  an  apparition. 

Either  I will  fee  all,  or  nothing.  My  re- 
“ folution  is  taken,  and  no  inducement  can 
“ make  me  put  any  thing  within  my  lips." 
Another  of  the  company,  who  preferred  liis 
prefence  of  mind,  placed  himfelf  clofe  to  the 
principal  door,  in  order  to  watch  if  any  one 
attempted  to  open  or  to  force  it.  Thefe  pre- 
paratory fteps  being  taken,  the  great  work 
began  with  the  utmoft  folemnity. 

Schrepfer  commenced  it,  by  retiring  into 
a corner  of  the  gallery,  where  kneeling  down, 
with  many  myfterious  ceremonies  he  invoked 
the  fpirits  to  appear,  or  rather  to  come  to 
his  aid  ; for  it  is  allowed  that  none  were  ever 
vifible.  A very  confiderable  time  elapfed 
before  they  obeyed  ; during  which  interval, 
he  laboured  apparently  under  great  agitation 
of  body  and  mind,  being  covered  with  a 
violent  fweat,  and  almoft  in  convulfions, 
like  the  Pythonefs  of  antiquity.  At  length, 
a loud  clatter  was  heard  at  all  the  windows 
on  the  outfide  ; which  was  foon  followed  by 
another  noife,  refembling  more  the 

produced 
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produced  by  a number  of  wet  fingers  drawn.. 
. over  the  edge  of  glafles,  than  any  thing  ehe 
to  which  it  could  well  be  compared.  This 
found  announced,  as  he  faid,  the  arrival  of 
his  good  or  prote6ting  fpirits,  and  feemed  to 
encourage  him  to  proceed  in  his  incantation. 
A fhort  time  afterwards  a yelling  was  heard, 
of  a frightful  and  unufual  nature,  which 
came,  as  he  declared,  from  the  malignant 
fpirits,  whofe  prefence,  as  it  feems,  was 
neceffary  and  indifpenfable  to  the  complex 
tion  of  the  cataftrophe. 

The  company  were  now,  at  leaft  the  greater, 
part  of  them,  electrified  with  amazement, 
or  petrified  with  horror  ; and  of  courfe  fully 
prepared  for  every  objector  appearance  w'hich 
could  be  prefented  to  their  view.  Schrepfer 
continuing  his  invocations,  the  door  fadden-» 
ly  opened  with  violence,  and  fomething  that 
fefembled  a black  ball  or  globe,  rolled  into 
the  room.  It  was  invefted  with  fmoke  or 
cloud,  in  the  midll  of  which  appeared  to  be 
a human  face,  like  the  countenance  of  the 
Chevalier  de  Saxe  ; much  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, it  would  feem,  that  Corrcirio  or  Ilanni- 
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bal  Carrache  have  reprefented  Jupiter  ap-j 
pea  ring  to  Semele.  From  this  form  iflued  a 
loud  and  angry  voice,  \yhich  exclaimed  in 
German,  “ Carl,  was  wolte  du  mit  mich 
“ Charles,  what  wouldft  thou  with  me  ? 
^ Why  doft  thou  difturb  me  V' 

Language  is  inadequate  to  deferibe  the 
confternation  produced  among  the  aflembleil 
fpeftators  at  fo  awful  a fight.  Either  firmly 
perfuaded  that  the  appearance  which  they 
beheld,'  was  fpiritual  and  intangible  ; or  de^ 
prived  of  refolution  to  approach  and  attempt 
to  feize  it ; they  appear  to  have  made  no  ef- 
fort to  fatisfy  themfelves  of  its  incorporeal 
nature^  The  Prince,  whofe  imprudent  cu- 
riofity  had  fummoned  his  uncle^s  ghoft,  and 
to  whom,  as  the  perfon  principally  refpon-* 
lible,  the  fpe6lre  addrelfed  itfelf ; far  from 
manifefting  felf-poflelllion,  or  attempting  any 
reply,  betrayed  the  ftrongefi:  marks  of  hor- 
ror and  contrition.  Throwing  himfelf  on 
his  knees,  he  called  on  Heaven  for  mercy ; 
while  others  of  the  terrilied  party  earneftly 
befought  the  magician  to  give  the  only  re- 
maining proof  of  liis  art  for  which  • they 

now 
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now  were  anxious,  by,  clifniilTing  the  appa- 
rition. But  Schrepfer,  though  apparently 
willing  to  gratify  them,  found,  or  pretended 
to  find,  this  effort  beyond  his  power.  How- 
ever incredible,  abfurd,  or  ridiculous  it  may 
be  thought,  the  perfons  who  witnefled  the 
Icene,  proteft  that  near  an  hour  elapfed,  be- 
fore, by  the  force  of  his  invocations,  the 
fpe6tre  could  be  compelled  to  difappear. 
Nay,  when  at  length  Schrepferhadfucceeded 
in  difmifllng  it ; at  the  moment  that  the 
company  began  to  re  fume  a degree  of  fere- 
iilty,  the  door,  which  had  been  doled,  burft 
open  again,  and  the  fame  hideous  form  pre- 
fen ted  itfelf  anew' to  their  eyes.  , The  moll; 
refolute  and  collected  among  them,  were  not 
proof  to  its  fecond  appearance,  and  a feene 
of  univerfal  difmay  enfued.  Schrepfer,  how- 
ever, by  reiterated  exorcifms  or  exertions, 
finally  difmilled  the  apparition.  The  ter- 
rified fpeftators  foon  difperfed,  overcome 
with  amazement,  and  fully  fatisfled,  as  they 
well  might  be,  of  Schrepfer’s  fupernatural 
powers. 
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Having' thus  related  as  ferioufly  and  cir- 
cumftantially  as  I am  able,  the  principal 
fafts  relative  to  the  affair  in  queftion,  it  is 
natural  to  afk  my  own  opinion  of  the  ftory  ; 
and  to  denrand  whether  I can  explain  or  ac- 
count for  it  in  any  rational  manner.  To  fuch 
inquiries  I muft  frankly  reply,  that  I can 
neither  give  any  fatisfa^ory  folution  of  it, 
nor  have  I heard  any  attempted,  except  the 
obvious  and  general  one  of  human  credulity 
and  terror,  operated  upon  by  impofture  and 
deception.  But,  the  fuanner  in  which  fo 
wonderful  an  illufion  w'as  produced,  I am, 
in  common  with  every  perfon  here,  at  a 
lofs  to  underftand.  I believe,  no  man  has 
yet  clearly  ex'plained  how  the  liquefaftion 
of  St.  > Januarius's  blood  is  performed  ; 
though,  out  of  Naples,  I imagine  few  per- 
fons  attribute  it  to  miraculous  or  fuperna- 
tural  interpofition.  We  know  from  ex- 
perience, how  prodigious  are  the  deceptions 
pra6iifed  in  and  upon  optics.  Nineteen 
men,  met  together  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  feeing  an  apparition,  and  believing  that 
20  it 
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It  Is  in  human  power  to  render  a departed  fpi- 
rit  vilible,  are  already  half  fubdued  to  any 
impolltion,  however  grofs.  Night,  datkiieis, 
and  the  impohng  folemnity  of  magic  invo- 
cations, bereave  the  ftrongefl  minds  of 
their  felf-pofleflion.  A bold  and  artful  im- 
poftor  might  then  trample  on  their  reafon^ 
and  prefent  to  their  eyes  fonie  hideous  figure 
properly  accoutred  fortheoccafion.  It  muft, 
however,  always  excite  foine  altoniflunent 
and  more  regretj  that  among  near  twenty 
perfons,  not  one  lliould  have  endeavoured  to 
lay  hands  on  the  fpe6lre.  Its  fecond  appear- 
ance is  likewife  a circumftance  very  dithcult 
to  account  for,  as  it  was  unneceflary  in  order 
to  produce  conviftion,  which  had  been  fully 
effe6led.  That  it  was  a deception,  no  man 
of  found  underllanding  will  doubt ; but  ho79 
it  was  managed  or  produced,  the  perfons  who 
were  duped,  have  either  not  yet  difcovered, 
or  they  do  not  think  proper  to  difclofc.  They 
are  all,  or  nearly  all,  ftill  alive  in  this  country^ 
and  they  by  no  means  boaft  of  their  adven- 
ture, or  derive  from  it  any  fort  of  vanity.  On 
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the  contrary,  independent  of  the  ridicule 
annexed  to  it,  they  all  feel  and  cxprels  the 
utaiolt  repugnance  .to  relating,  or  even  to  re- 
colle£*ling  a fcene,  which  has  imprefled  on 
their  imagination  fo  much  horror.  Their 
friends  dread  and  dej)recate  a renewal  of  the 
images  then  prefented  to  thofe  who  were 
prelent ; and  a lady  came  illy  befought  of 
me,  not  to  prefs  her  Imlhand  on  a fubje(5t, 
of  which  he  could  never  think  or  converfe 
without  pafling  a ileeplefs  night.  We  mull 
be  content  therefore  I believe  to  relblve  it 
into  German  credulity  or  fuperftition,  and 
congratulate  ourfelves  on  our  luperiority  to ' 
fuch  puerile  terrors. 

The  Itory  no  fooner  fpread  through  Dref- 
den,  than  the  Eleblor  exprelled  his  difap- 
probation  of  fuch  fcenes,  and  ifllied  his  pe- 
remptory injun6lions  not  to  repeat  them, 
^chrepfer  foon  retired  to  his  native  city,' 
Leiplic  ; where  his  fame  accompanied  him,' 
and  drew  after  him  a crowd  of  difciples’ 
or  votaries.  To  them  he  continued  to  give,- 
as  is  confidently  aflerted  here,  numerous  and 
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aftoniiliiiig  proofs  of  his  fiipeniatural  power? 
Ibme  of  which  I have  heard  related  ; but 
after  the  fpecimen  that  I have  detailed,  all 
others  woukl  be  at  once  tedious  and  fuper- 
fluoiis.  Schrepfer  did  not  long  enjoy  his 
celebrity,  and  his  death  is  not  the  leaft  ex- 
traordinary part  of  his  hifiory.  Three  gen- 
tlemen, whom  he  had  in  feme  meafure  ini- 
tiated into  his  myiteries  ; for  he  profelled 
to  initrii6l  in  the  fcience  of  magic  ; were  prox 
mifed  by  him  an  exhibition  more  wonderful 
than  any  at  which  they  had  yet  ahifted. 
For  this  purj)ofe  they  attended  him  into  the 
wood  of  Uolendaal,  which  is  at  a finall  dif- 
tance  without  the  gates  of  Leipfic.  It  was 
in  fiimmer,  before  the  fun  role,  between 
three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  mornin^’-.  When 

O 

they  came  to  a certain  part  of  the  groA'e, 

he  defired  them  to  remain  there  a little, 

while  he  went  on  one  lide,  to  make  tlie 

requilite  invocations.  After  waiting  a few 

minutes,  they  heard  the  n [)ort  of  a piftol. 

Haltening  to  the  Ijiot,  they  found  that  he 

had  Ihot  ixhnfelf,  and  was  already  without 

•/ 
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fenfe.  He  foon  afterwards  expired.  All 
thole  who  believe  him  to  have  had  inter- 
cooi'fe  with  evil  Ipirits,  affirm  that  he  was 
tormented  by  them  perpetually,  which  ren- 
dering his  life  miforable,  induced  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  a piftoh  I imagine,  how- 
ever, you  will  think  with  Horace,  that  it  is 
not  rieceflary  to  call  in  fupernatural  inter- 
ference, in  order  to  account  for  the  violent 
end  of  fuch  a man.  He  has  left  behind  him 
many  profelytes  ; but,  I believe,  no  one  who 
protends  to  equal  knowledge  of  his  fecrets. 

It  is  probable  that  my  next  letter  will  b<? 
dated  from  Prague,  or  from  Vienna,  * 
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LETTER  IX. 

Journey  from  Drefden^  through  Prague,  to 
Vienna. — State  of  that  Capital,  and  of  the 
Imperial  Court,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1777. 

r 

Vienna,  December  ‘lo,  1777. 
rj^iiREE  weeks  are  nearly  elapfed  fince  1 
arrived  in  this  city  ; but,  before  I enter 
©n  any  particulars  conne6led  'svith  it,  let  me 
mention  briefly  fome  circumftances  of  my 
journey  through  Bohemia.  I left  Drefden 
with  .regret,  on  the  24th  of  November,  at 
midnight,  in  the  midft  of  a heavy  fnow,  and 
found  myfelf  at  day-break,  near  the  frontiers 
of  Saxony.  At  a miferable  village  among;  the 
mountains,  called  Petcrfvvalda,  I entered  the 
Auftrian  dominions  : but  fuch  was  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  weather,  and  the  depth  of  the 
fnows,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  carriage 
could  proceed,  or  be  prevented  from  over- 
letting. The  road  lay  through  defiles  for 
feveral  leagues,  bounded  by  precipices  to 
the  left,  that  overhang  the  river  Elbe ; and 
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oF  which  I could  give  you  a defcription,  if 
it  had  not  been  already  better  done  many 
years  ago,  by  Lady  Wortley  Alontagu,  when 
Ihe  travelled  the  fame  road  in  her  w^ay  to 
Conftantinople.  I drove  it,  as  llie  did,  by 
night ; and  neither  the  danger  nor  the  dif- 
iiculties  are  much  diminilhed  fince  her  time. 
Palling  through  Lowofitz,  famous  for  the 
battle  fought  there  in  1 7 5(3,  I got  to  Prague 
in  about- thirty-eight  hours  after  leaving 
Drefden.  ■ . 

Aly  ftay  in  Prague  w'as  much  too  fhort  to 
allow  me,  if  1 had  the  inclination,  to  give  you 
any  accurate  defcription  of  the  place.  The 
fituation  is  w ild  and  romantic ; the  city  large, 
but  not  cheerful,  ex.cept  in  thole  parts  that 
lie  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Aloldaw^,  by 
which  it  is  interfecled.  Prague,  no  longer 
the  relidence  of  a Court,  is  now  only  the 
deferted  capital  of  a'  dependant  kingdom, 
little  confidcred  aniong  the  numerous  and 
widely  fcattered  provinces  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.  Its  poUeffion  has  been  difputed 
in  almoll  every  age ; and  the  ground  on 

all 
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all  Tides,  like  that  of  Troy  in  antiquity,  is- 
marked  out  by  battles,  which  render  it 

V 

clafiic  ill  the  hiftory-  of  Germany.  But 
they  ha\e  not  the  lame  celel>rity  ; carent 
f/ifia  vate  facro.  On  my  journey  through 
Bohemia,  Moraria,  and  Upper  Auliria,  I 
only  flopped  to  change  horfes,  and  arrived 
in  this  city  on  the  30th  of  November. 

Two  days  ago  I was  prefcnled  by  Sir 
Robert  Keith,  to  the  Emprels  Queen, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Emperor  Jofeph. 
jMaria  Tliercfa  received  us  in  the  deepeft 
mourning,  in  a chamber  hung  with  black 
velvet,  on  the  third  ftory  of  the  palace. 
She  has  neither  worn  any  other  drcfs,  nor 
inhabited  any  other  apartments,  fmcc  tlic 
deceafe  of  the  late  Emperor  Francis  her 
liulband,  more  than  twelve  years  a«:o.  Her 
perfon  retains  no  traces  of  her  fonner  beau- 
ty ; but  her  manners  are  benign,  gracious, 
- and  obliging.  Over  the  doors  of  the  room, 
I remarked  the  portraits  of  her  grand- 
father Leopold,  and  of  his  deliverer,  John 
Sobielki,  King  of  Poland.  In  complian(‘e 
. with  the  antient  etiquette  of  the  Imperial 
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Court,  fhc  is  always  alone,  when  Ihe  ghcs 
audience  to  foreign  Minifters,  as  is  likewiie 
her  fon  the  Emperor. 

Tins  capital^  in  common  with  Ger- 
many, enjoys  at  prefent  the  moft  complete 
foenity ; and  all  the  pleafures  of  the  w inter 
are  already  Ix’gim,  among  which  thofe  of 
the  table  feem  not  to  be  forgotten.  Prince 
Kauniti?,  Prince  Colloredo,  and  a number 
of  the  iirft  Minifters  or  Nobilit}^  do  the 
honours  of  Vienna  to  Grangers,  w ith  equal 
hofpitality  and  magnificence.  The  Court 
is  much  enlivened  by  the  prefence  of  the 
Archdiichefs  of  Milan,  and  her  hufliaud  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  who  are  lately  arrived 
here  from  Lombardy,  on  a vifit  to  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen.  Maria  Therefa,  linking  in 
years;  divided  between  her  religious  oh- 
fenances,  aixl  her  civil  duties ; occupied 
alternately  in  bufmefs  of  hate,  and  in  ex- 
crciles  of  devotion ; hopes  to  pafs  the  even- 
ing of  her  flonny  reign  in  peace,  furrounded 
by  her  numerous  family.  She  has  lived  to 
extinguifh  the  long  hert*ditary  enmities 
l>etweeii  the  Hoiifes  of  Bourbon  and  Aiiftria, 
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Three  Princefles,  her  daughters,  the  Queens 
of  France  and  Naples,  and  the  Archduchefs 
of  Parma,  who  fealed  the  reconciliation  by 
, their  refpe6tive  marriages,  form  the  bed. 
guarantees  for  its  ftability.  On  the  fide  of 
PrulTia,  there  appears  to  be  no  immediate 
or  obvious  fubje61:  of  apprehenlion.  Ruffia, 
if  not  in  clofe  alliance  with  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna,  at  lead  is  not  hodile ; and  the 
Turks,  far  from  being  formidable,  are  here 
conlidered  rather  as  objects  of  plunder 
or  of  conqued,  than  as  capable  of  exciting 
alarn^. 

The  Emperor,  on  his  part,  is  not  lefs 
fully  occupied  than  his  mother;  butbufmefs 
feems  to  be  his  principal  purfuit  and  grati- 
fication. Emulous  of  Frederic,  he  wears  like 
him  a uniform  on  all  occalions,  and  mani- 
feds  the  warmed  affe6lion  for  his  foldiery. 
Hunting  is  the  only  diverfion  in  which 
he  indulges,  unlefs  we  account  travelling 
among  the  number  of  his  amufements ; but 
even  his  travels  are  almod  folely  dire6led 
to  objects  of  information.  He  has  already 
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accurately  inlpe6ted  the  far  greater  part  of' 
his  own  dominions;  he  is  recently  returned 
from  France;  and  I am  told,  that  he  pro- 
jects foon  to  \ifit  England. 

Prince  Kaunitij,  firfl  Minlfler  of  Mariji 
Tlierefa  during  three-and-twenty  years,  con- 
tinues dill  to  guide  the  councils  of  his  miftrefs. 
To  him  is  due  the  merit,  if  fuch  it  be,  of 
terminating  the  quarmls  betw  een  the  Houle 
of  Auftria  and  France,  as  the  ineafure  was 
peculiarly  his  ow  n.  Though  he  appears  to 
pafs  the  greater  part  of  his  time  betw  een  his 
Manege,  where  he  conftantly  rides,  the 
fociety  which  meets  every  evening  his 
palace,  and  his  favorite  diveriion  of  billiards; 
•yet  he  finds  leifure  for  dire<?ting  all  the 
complicated  affairs  of  the  Emprefs  Queen, 
and  poffelfes  an  almod  unlimited  authority. 
Like  her,  declined  in  years,  he  ne\  erthelefs 
appears  to  be  frefh  and  vigorous. 

Prince  Colloredo,  as  Vice-Chancellor  Orf 
the  Empire,  is  the  fnTt  Minilier  of  Jofeph 
the  Second  in  his  Imperial  capacity ; but  he 
is  fuppofed  to  enjoy  far  lefs  of  the  private 

coiilidenc® 


COURT  or  BERLIN,  ETC.  gOI 

Confidence  of  liis  niaiter,  than  Marflial  Lacy. 

I hear  little’' ot  Laudohn,  who  occupies  fo 
diitinguilhed  a place  in  the  efteem  of  Fre- 
cleric,  and' who  .performed  ‘fuch  eminent 
lervices  in  the  late  war.  ? ' Peace  has’  reduced 
him  to'  comparative  insignificance.  ^ In'  the 
perfonal  affe6tions  I of  the  * Emprefs  Queen; 
her  daughter  the  Archdiichiefs  ChrifHna  is 
lielieved  to  have  no  riial.  Her  hufliand, 
Prince  Albert  of  Saxony,  who  is  Goi  crnor 
of  Hungary,  has  a palace  at  Prelburg;  but 
they  do  not  the  lefs  refide  m Vienna  durinf** 
the  greater  part  of  the  winter.  Among  the 
foreign  Mlnifters,  the  French  Embailador 
alone  feems  to  enjoy  a marked  confideration. 
The  dole  connexion  adually  fubllfting  be- 
tween this  Court  and  that  of  Verfailles ; 
added  to  the  magnificent  Ifyle  in  which  he  ' 
entertains,  as  repreflentative  of  Louis  the 
Sixteenth;  conduce  to  give  the  Baron  de 
Breteuil  a vaft  fuperiority  over  every  other 
member  of  the  “ Corps  Diplomatique.’'  It 
is  no  where  more  vifible  than  in  the  draw- 
ing-room of  Prince  Kuunitz  hlmfelf. 


Such 
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Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  Court  and 
' Cabinet  of  Vienna  at  the  clofe  of  1777, 
and  fuch  the  principal  perfons  who  dire6l  its 
movements.  They  will  ferve  as  landmarks, 
by  which  to  enable  you  to  form  a judg- 
ment on  the  fa6ls  or  events,  which  may 
occur  during  my  llay  here.  In  a Ihort 
time  I lhall  write  again. 
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LETTER  X. 

Death,  of  MaximiUanJofcph^  Elector  of  Bavaria, 
— Circumjlances  of  his  lajt  Illnefs. — Arrival 
of  the  Intelligence  at  Vienna. — Cummunkor 
lion  of  it  to  the  Emprcfs  Queen. — Her  Con- 
duct.— Seizure  of  Ij)wer  Bavaria  by  the 
^ Aujirians. — Speadations  upon  the  probable 
Confeqitences  of  that  Event. 

ViEKVA,  January  P,  J7T8- 

J LITTLE  imagined,  'when  I concludod 
my  laft  letter,  and  dercrlbed  to  you  tiu: 
ftate  of  profound  repofe,  wliich  this  Court 
and  capital  prefen  ted  on  my  arrival,  that 
it  would  l>e  fo  foon  dillurlx*d.  ^ Every 
thing  then  feemed  to  announce  a continu- 
ance of  public  tranquillity;  but,  the  un- 
expelled  death  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
has  iViakcn  the  foundations  on  which  it 
relted,  and  may,  not  improbabh',  be  the 
prelude  to  new  feenes  of  conteft  between 
Auftria  and  Prullia.  Laudohn,  who  for 
feveral  years  has  lived  in  obfcurlty,  and 
fcarcely  attra^fed  notice,  will  perhajis  be 
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again  oppofed  to  Frederic  in  the  field. 
We  have  not  yet  recovered  the  aftonidiment 
into  'which  this  event  has  thrown  us,  and 
we  are  loft  in  fpeciilations  upon  its  pofllble 
confequcnces.  Before  I enter  further  on 
ft)  important  a fubje61:,  let  me  relate  to  you 
tlie  principal  circumftances  which  threaten 
to  Involve  Germany,  and  perhaps  Europe, 
in  frdh  calamities. 

The  late  Elector  of  Bavaria,  Maximilian 
Jofeph,  was  the  fon  of  tliat  unfortunate  Em- 
peror, Charles  the  Seventh,  who,  after  a 
fhort  and  miferable  elevation  to  the  Imperial 
dignit'v,  faw  himfelf  driven  by  the  Auftiians 
from  his  hereditary  dominions;  and  foon 
afterwards  expired  at  Munich,  under  the  accu- 
mulated weight  of  misfortunes  and  difeafes. 

It  is  he,  whom  Johnfon,  in  his  tranllation  of 
the  tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  has  beautifully 
feletled,  as  a confpicuous  proof  of  modern 
pre-eminence  in  rank  and  in  wretchednefs. 
You  probably  recollc6l  the  del'cription, 
which  is  one  of  the  molt-  animated  ever 
drawn,  and  which  the  circumftances  of  • 

the 
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tlie  moment  in  which ' I am  now  writing, 
render*  peculiarly  interesting : 

The  bold  Bavarian,  in  a luckless  hour, 

**  Tries  the  dread  summit  of  Caesarean  power; 

“ With  unexpected  legions  bursts  away,  ‘ . ^ 

And  sees  defenceless  realms  accept  his  sway. 

t 

Short  sway!  Fair  Austria  spreads  hertnouVnful  fchafrhs. 
The  Queen,  the  Beauty,  sets  the  world  in  arms.”  > 

■ / i : r ’ j J J ^ 

It  may  indeed  be  accounted  among  the 
wonderful  revolutions  of  the  prefent  ,age, 
that  Maria  Therefa  fliould  now  retaliate 

A . 

precifely  in  the  fame  .manner,  upon  the 
death  of  the  fon,  the  injuries  which  flie 
fuftained  from  the  father.  Already  a very 
confiderable  portion  of  Bavaria  has  been 
feized  on  by  her  troops,  and  is  incorporated 
Wath  her  dominions. 

No  event  could  have  been  more  impro- 
bable, a few  w eeks  fince,  than  the  deceafe 
of  the  Ele6tor  of  Bavaria ; who  was  ftill 
in  the  vigor  of  his  age,  about  fifty  years 
old,-  and  of  a ftrohg  conftitution.  , He  had 
always  entertained  great  apprehenfions  of 
tlie  fmall-pox,  which  he  never  had  naturally 
voi,.  I.  X caught, 
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caught,  and  which  he  had  not,  like  Catha- 
rine the  Second,  the  wifdom  and  mag- 
nanimity to  anticipate  by  inoculation. 
Every  pi’ecaution  was  inefie(Stual  for  pre- 
ferring him  from  the  attacks  of  that  fatal 
diftemper.  A young  lady  of  quality,  Ma- 
dame de  Riva,  who  happened  to  be  on  a 
vifit  at  the  Court  of  Munich,  and  who 
lodged  in  the  Ele6loral  palace,  was  feized 
with  the  fmall-pox.  The  nature  of  her  dif- 
eafe  was  carefully  concealed  from  theEle6lor; 
but  her  grandfather  hai'ing  been  with  her  at 
her  bedfide,  imprudently  came  immediately 
afterwards  into  the  room  where  the  Ele6lor 
was  engaged  at  billiards.  He  had  hardly 
remained  a few  minutes  there,  when  that 
Prince  exchiimed,  “ Some  perfon  here  has 
the  fmall-pox  ; I feel  it !”  Inftantly  throw- 
ing down  the  mace  which  he  had  in  his  hand , 
he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and  foon  w^as 
taken  ilL  Though  the  fymptoms,  from  the 
beginning,  were  very  alarming,  yet  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  under  judicious  ma- 
nagement he  might  have  furmounted  the 
V 17  * difeafe. 
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difeafe.  But  the  Bavarian  phyilcians,  who 
are  hot  yet  tkilled  in  the  modern  tre'atment  of 
the  fmall-pox,  adhered  to  the  antient  prac-* 
tice  of  warmth  and  the'  excliifiori  of  frefti 
air.  During  fome  days  before  his  deceafe, 
no  hopes  of  a favourable  change  were  enter- 
tained-p'and  the  refult  fufficiently  proves 
that  this' Court  was  fully  prepared  for  his 
difTolution.  He  lay  in  a deplorable  condi- 
tion for  the  laft  forty^-eight  hours,  his  head 
fwellod  to  a prodigious  fize,  and  his  features 
hardly  ’ recognizable,  from  the  malignant 
nature  of  the  difteinper*  Ori  the  30th  of 
December,  laft  Tuelday  fe'nnight,  during 
the  night,  he  expired  ; and  Count-  Hartig, 
the  Auftriari  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
Bavaria,  loft  not  an  inftant  in  difpatching  a 
meftenger  to  Prince  Kaunitz,  with  the  Im- 
portant intelligence.  •'  * ' 

The  Courier  alighted  at  the  houfe  of  the 
lirft  Minifter,  about  half  paft  fix  o’clock, 
on  the'  evening  of  the  ift'  of*  January] 
which  is  a day  of  Galay  and  ‘the! ‘only  one 
now  obfeiwed  as  fuch  in ’.the  whol^J  year. 


All 
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All  the  nobility  and  perfons  of  condition 
in  Vienna,  were,  then  about  to  affenible  in 
the  great  drawing-room  of  the  palace,  where 
the  Emprefs  Queen,  the  Emperor, , and  the 
Archduchefles,  her  daughters,  were  prefent. 
Maria  Therefa  fat  down  to  play  ; while  the 
Emperor,  who  never  engages  at  cards, 'flood 
near  her,'  occupied  in  converfation.  ’ I w^as 
at  an  inconfiderable  diflance  from'  them. 
Prince  Kaunitz  having  perufed  the  difpatch 
from  Munich,  acquainting  him  with  the 
Ele6lor^s  death,  immediately  repaired  to  the 
. Imperial  palace,  with  which  his ; Own  com- 
municates by  a gallery.  Unwilling  to  excite 
remarks,  or  to  attra6l  the  public  attention, 
he  did  not  fliew  himfelf;  but,  fent  in  a 
perfon  to  inform  the  Emperor,  that  he  was 
defirous  to  impart  to  his  Majedy  fome  in- 
' telligence  of  confequence.  That  Prince, 
who  was  probably  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  news,  which  could  not  be  unexpe6led, 
w ithdrew  ; but  returned  in  a few  minutes, 
and  leaning  over  the  table  at  which 
mother  was  playingj  he  whifpered  fomi^ 

words 
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Words  in  her  ear.'  She  initantly  let  fall  the 
cards,  and  rifing  up  with  evident  marks  of 
emotion,  quitted  the  apartment.  As  this 
was  fudden,  no  one  knew  the  caufe ; and 
the  Emprefs’s  departure  was  fo  precipitate, 
as -well  as  unforefeen,  that  the  Archduchelles, 
her  daughters,  who  were  engaged  each  at  a 
feparate  card-table,  remained  for  fome  mo- 
ments in  ignorance  of  her  having  left  the, 
Toom.'  When  they  were  made  acquainted 
with  it,'  they  likewife  laid  down  their  cards, 
and  follow'ed  her.  We  all  looked  at  each 
other  in  aftoniihment,  confcious  that  fome 
event  of  moment  had  taken  place,  but  un- 
certain of  its  nature.  The  Court  broke  up, 
and  many  conje6tures  w^ere  formed  on  the 
reafons  of  the  Emprefss  conduft.  Next 
morning  it  w’as  fully  explained,  by  the  new  s 
of  the  Ele6lor  of  Bavarians  death,  which 
became  public. 

That  event  mud  neceifarily  have  beeft  con- 
fidered  as  inevitable,  for  fome  days  previous 
to  its  actually  taking  place  ; and  the  general 
meafures  to  be  purfued  upon  it,  for  fecuring, 
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or  feizing  on  a part  of  the  Bavaria^  faccef- 
lion;  were  no  doubt,  as  we  muft  fuppofe, 
already  fettled  in  the  Ce^binet.  I know  how- 
ever, from  good  authority,  that  on  the' night 
of  the  fifft  of  January,  after  the  Emprefs 
Queen  retired  to  her  own  apartments,  a 
fecret  council  was  there  heldj  confiding  of 
herfelf,  the  Emperor,  and  Prince  Kaunitz. 
Much  difibrence  of  opinion  between  them, 
relative  to  the  extent  of  territory  to  bt- 
claimed  and  occupied  by  the  Auftrian  troops, 
then  manifefted  itfelf'.  The  fird  Minider 
having  fpread  before  their  Majedies  a map 
of  Bavaria,  pointed  out  the  portions  of  that 
Electorate,  to  which  he  conceived  the  pre- 
tendons of  Maria  Therefa  might  wifely  and 
judly  be  extended.  The  Emperor  fupportcd 
him  with  all  his  force,  and  urged  that  troops 
diould  be  inlbintly  fent  to  take  pofleflion  of 
the  didriCts  in  queftion : but.  the  Emprefs, 
become  cautious ' dom  age,  averfe  to  war, 
and  perhaps  not  altogether  latisfied  in  her 
mind  of  tl>e  judjee  of  the  claims  about  to 
be  fet  up,  appeared  to  be  very  undecided. 
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She  betrayed  great  agitation,  often  repeating 
with  eameftnef«  in  Geraian,  “ In  God’s 
“ name,  only  take  what  we  have  a right  to 
“ demand  ! I forefeo  that  it  will  end  in  war. 

> “ My  wilh  is  to  end  my  days  in  peace.” 
Notwithftanding  the  Emprefs’s  reluc- 
tance to  the  meal’ure  of  feizing  by  force  on 
any  part  of-  the  Bavarian  territories,  it  was 
finally  adopted  on  that  night,  and  has  been 
fince  carried  into  execution  with  incredible 
celerity.  Geneml  Langlois,  and  Count 
Clairftiit,  by  orders  from  the  Court,  entered 
on  the  newly  claimed  diftri6ts,  without  an 
hour’s  delay.  They  met,  as  might  be  fup- 
po fed,  with  no  refiilancc  from  the  Bavarian 
or  Palatine  Government ; and  are  already  in 
pofl’ellion  of  a very  confiderable  ti'afi  of 
country.  At  the  hour  that  I am,  writing, 
fcarcely  above  a week  after  the  reception  of 
the  news  of  the  late  Ele^or’s  death,  we 
know  here  that  the  Imperial  Commiftaries 
are  occupied  in  numbering  and  marking  the 
houfes,  throughout  all  the  villages  of  Lower 
Bavaria.  Troops  are  pouring  in,  to  fuftain 
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thofe  which  were  fent  at  firfl;  and  if  no 
obftacles  of. an  unexpe6led  nature  (hould 
arife,  the  whole  transfer  will  be  effefted 
without  fliedding  a drop  of  blood.  - 

But,  however  tranquil  affairs  may  be  at 
prefent,  in  fo  early  a flage  of  the  bufinefs ; 
we  are  naturally  led  to  afk,  whether  they  can 
terminate  in  the  fame  manner?  Will  the 
Ele6i;or  Palatine,  who  is  heir  to  the  Duchy 
of  Bavaria  and  to  every  part  of  the  fuccelfion, 
acquiefce  without  remonftrance  in  the  claims 
of  Maria  Therefa  and  Jofeph  ? ’ Will  his 
nephew  and  prefumptive  fuccelfor,  the  Duke 
of  Deuxrpohts,  fubmit  to  be  thus  defpoiled 
of  a country  .which  he  conliders  as  his  future 
inheritance?  Will  the  Ele6lor  of  Saxony, 
whofe  mother  is  fifter  to  the  deceafed 
Prince,  and  of  courfe  his  allodial  heir,  take 
no  intereft  in  the  affair?  Even  though  all 
thofe  Princes,  from  political  weaknefs,  or 
from  any  other  motives,  Ihould  tamely 
allow  themfelves  to  be  plundered ; can 
Pruflia  look  on  unconcerned,  while  his  moft 
fonnidable  enemy  aggrandizes  himfelf,  and 

extend^ 
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extends  his  territories?  Frederic,  whofe 
vigilance  never  intermits,  will  probably  in- 
terfere fooner  or  later,  at  lead  by  negotiation, 
if  not  by  arms.  What  are  the  preteniions 
of  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna  ? On  what  fup-r 
pofed  right  of  confanguinity,  or  exifting 
treaty  are  they  founded,  and  how  large  is 
their  extent?  On  all  thefe  intereding  points, 
relative  to  which  we  are  here  at'-  prefent 
completely  ignorant,  a Ihort  time  mud  , 
enable  us  to  form  an  opinion. 

The  late  Ele6tor  of  Jiavaria,  though  an 
amiable,  mild,  and  beneficont  Prince,  was 
deficient  in  vigor  and  energy  of  chara61er. 
His  facility  of  temper,  added  to  the  w^ant 
of  economy,  produced  numerous  abufes. 
Pofleiiing  neither  ambition  nor  military 
* talents,  he  inanifefled  no  wilh  to  augment 
his  political  power  ; and  inftructed  • by 
father’s  example,  he  only  afpired  to  maintain 
his  dominions  in  peace.  By  the  Electrefs 
liis  wife,  w'ho  was  a Princefs  of  Saxony, 
daughter  of  Auguftus  the  Third,  he  has  left 
fio  iflhc,  and  in  him  expires  the  Gidiclmhic 

Line 
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Line  of  the  Palatine  Houle.  As  head  of 
the  Rodolphine  Branch,  the  Elector  Pala- 
tine fiicceeds  to  his  territories ; but  the 
Electoral  dignity  becomes  extin6l.  Charles 
Theodore,  the  new  Duke  of  Bavaria,  who 
has  long  fmce  reached  Munich,  is  a man 
of  talents,  a patron  of  all  the  fine  arts,  of 
letters,  and  of  learning.  But,  the  exigency 
pf  his  lituation  demands  vigor,  decifion, 
find  refources  of  chara6ler..  We  lhall  foon 
fee  whether  he  means  to  refill,  or  to  fubmit 
to  the  Auftrian  claims : a queliion  which  is 
here;  difculfed  in  every  fociety,  and  w’hich 
may  foon  agitate  all  Europe.  In  my  next 
letter  I fhall  probably  be  able  to  fpcak  more 
decidedly  upon  the  fubjecl. 
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LETTER  XI. 


pacific  Afpe6l  of  Affairs.^Amufements  of  the 
Court,  and  of  Vienna.— ~Drfcription  of  a 
Courfc  des  Traincaux.^^ — Society  of  Vienna. 

‘ — Beniowjky, — His  Adventiires,  and  Ffcape 
from  Karnfchatka. 


H E political  ftorm  m hich  lb  lately 


threatened  to  overturn  the  repofe  of 
tliis  country  and  of  Europe,  appears,  if  we 
credit  every  concurring  accoimt,  to  be  pall. 
We  talk  here  of  nothing  ej^cept  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace,  and  are  only  occupied 
with  amulements.  The  Elector  Palatine  has 
not'  merely  fubmitted  to  the  demands  of 
Maria  Therefa  and  Jofeph,  but  has  even 
ratified  them  by  a formal  ftipulation.  Whe- 
ther the  delire  of  tranquillity,  his  inability  * 
to  refift  fo  powerful  a competitor,  or  any 
more  concealed  motives  of  private  intereft, 
have  induced  him  to  relinquilh  fo  large  and 
valuable  a part  of  the  Bavarian  fuccellion, 
we  are  unacquainted.  As  he  is  however. 
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like  the  late  Ele6lor,  his  predecefTor,  deflituto 
of  legitimate  iffue,  it  is  necehary  that  the 
Duke  of  Deux-ponts,  his  nephew  and  pre- 
fumptive  heir,  Ihould  likewife  acquiefce  in 
the  Auftrian  claims.  Relative  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  little  concern 
feems  to  be  expreffed,  and  little  ferious 
oppofition  on  his  part  appears  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  Cabinet  of  Vienna  probably 
relies  on  his  age  and  infirmities,  his  well- 
known  reluctance  to  engage  again  in  war, 
and  his  confcioufnefs  of  the  Rate  of  prepa- 
ration in  which  he  would  find  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.  Yefterday,  Prince  Jofeph  Lob- 
kowitz  fet  off  for  Munich,  to  inveft  the 
Elector  Palatine  with  the  order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,'"  in  the  name  of  their 
Imperial  Majefties.  It  'is  a bad  exchange 
for  his  ' captured  provinces.  Indeed,  his 
whole  conduct  in  the  tranfaClion  has  not 
tended  to  raife  his  character  even  here,  for 
magnanimity  or  fpirit.  Lampoons  are  pub- 
lickly  circulated  through  Vienna,  in  w'hich 
he  is  treated  with  great  feverity. 

While, 
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' While,  by.  the  rapid  and  fuccefsful 
feizure  of  fo  conliderable  a territory  ad- 
joining to  Upper  Auftria  and  Bohemia,  the 
political  power  and  dominions  of  Maria 
Tlierefa  are  greatly  and  indefinitely  aug- 
mented ; Vienna  prefents  a fcene  of  amufe-» 
ment  and  feftivity.  Even  the  Court,  which 
is  not  in  general  cheerful,  has  fliaken  off  its 
formality,  and  relaxed  fomewhat  of  its  gra- 
vity. To  the  prefence  of  the  Archdiichefs 
of  Milan,  we  are  indebted  for  fo  unufual  an 
exliibition  of  gaiety  and  magnificence.  She 
is  a very  pleafing  and  amiable  Princefs,  an 
Italian,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena.  Her  perfon  is  by  no  means 
beautiful,  but  her  manners  captivate  uni- 
verfally.  As  fhe  loves  diverfions,  particularly 
dancing,  the  Emprefs,  in  compliment  to 
her,  permits  balls  to  be  given  in  the  Imperial 
palace.  All  foreigners  of  condition  are  in- 
vited ; and  flie  never  fails  to  be  prefent  her- 
felf  in  perfon.  But  the  moft  lingular,  as  well 
as  fplendid  fpe6lacle  which  I have  witnefled, 
is  a “ Courfe  des  Tfaineaux/^  Under  the 
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reigns  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  and  of  thfc 
late  Emperor  Francis,  they  were  common  j 
but,  Jofeph  the  Second  neither  likes  the 
amufement,  nor  the  expence  attending  itj 
1^’hich  is  conliderable.  Several  hundred 
carts  are  always  employed  on  the  preceding 
day,  to  bring  fnow  into  the  city^  and  to 
fcatter  it  through  the  principal  ftreets,  as 
other  wife  the  fledges  could  not  be  driven 
with  eafe  or  fatety. 

. During  the  prefent  month,  we  have  ab 
ready  had  two  “ Courfes  des  Traineaux,” 
one  by  day,  and  the  other  by  torch-light : 
the  firlt  of  which  exhibitions  produced,  in 
my  opinion,  infinitely  the  fined;  efi'e6t.  The 
Emprefs  Queen,  accompanied  by  the  Arch- 
duchefies  Maria  and  Chriftina,  rcjxiired  to 

■ t • 

Marlhal  Haddick^s  houfe,  in  order  to  be  . 
a fpeciatrefs  of  them  ; the  Emperor  declin- 
ing to  take  any  a6live  part  in  the  amufe- 
ment. The  Archduchefs  of  Milan,  and  her 
fider-in-law  the  Archduchefs  Elizabeth, 
w'hofe  fledges  were  conduced  by  the  Arch- 
dukes Ferdinand  and  Maximilian,  led  the 

way. 
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\^ay.  More  than  thirty  fledges  followed, 
drawn  up  one  behind  the  other  ; in  each  of 
which  was  feated  a lady,  drefled  in  furs  richly 
ornamented,  and  her  head  covered  with 
a profufion  of  jewels.  Behind  her  ftands 
the  nobleman  who  'drives,  commonly  as 
much  decorated  with  diamonds  as  the  lady. 
The  fledges  themfelves,  which  form  not 
the  leafl  curious  part  of  the  fight,  are  gilt 
and  carved  with  great  tafte,  reprefenting 
the  figures  of  dragons,  ferpents,  peacocks* 
or  monfters ; and  commonly  coft  fome 
thoufand  florins.  Before  each,  run  foot- 
men, or  Heyduqudsj  fuperbly  habited* 
carrying  long  poles  in  their  hands.  Even 
the  horfes  are  quite  obfcured  under  the 
multiplicity  of  trappings,  plumes*  and  orna- 
ments, with  which  they  are  loaded.  • The 
“ Grand  Ecuyer,”  or  Mailer  of  the  Horfe, 
always  begins  the  proceifion.  In  this  order 
they  drive  with  amazing  velocity,  through 
all  the  principal  flrcets . and  fquares  of  the 
capital,  for  about  two  hours,  and  finifli  at 
the  Imperial  palace. 
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Vienna  ofters  belides^  gratifications  to  th^ 

mind,  far  fuperior  jto  any  pleafure  that 

fpectacles  fuch  as  thefe,  however  fplendid, 

can-  afford.  , Many  of  the  great  nobility 

open  their  houfes  to  receive  company,  and 

feveral  are  conffantly  at  home  almoft  every 

evening*  Prince  Kaunitz^s,  and  Prince 

Colloredo^s  apartments  are  ufually  crowded. 

There,  among  General  Officers,  foreign 

Embaffadors,  prelates,  ladies,  and  courtiers, 

are  to  be  fometimes  found  Laudohn,  con- 

feffedly  the  firfl  military  commander  of  the 

prefent  age  ; and,  though  Hill  more  rarely, 

Metadaiio,  the  moll  beautiful  poet  in  his 
^ • 

line  of  compofition,  which  this,  or,  perhaps, 
any  other  period  has  produced.  The  Em- 
peror not  unfrcquently  prefents  himfelf 
at  thofe  allfemblies.  As  he  is  never  an- 
nounced, and  is  accompanied , only  by  a 
lingle  chamberlain,  his  entrance  occalions 
no  confufion ; and  it  has  happened  to 
me  to  be  for  many  minutes  in  • the  fame 
room,  before  I have  perceived  him, 
handing  behind  a chair,  or  mixed  in  the 

crowd. 
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(;:ro\vd.  He  loves  to  converfe,  and  is  ex- 
tremely communicative.  .1  beard  him  re- 
late bis  adventures,  wlier;  travelling  tb rough 
tbc  Bannat  of.  Tcmefwaer  and  fome  parts 
of  Sclavonia,  only  a few  evenings  ago,  with 
equal  vivacity  and  buniour. 

Amonjr  tbe  lin2:ular  characters  which 

O O 

Vienna  furnillies  at  the  prefen t moment,  is 
the  celebrated  Count  Beniowfki.  I meet 
him  frequently  in  company,  and  have 
liftened  with  admiration  as  well  as  enter- 
tainment to  the  recital  of  his  iidventures, 
which  exceed  in  audacity  every  thing  re- 
lated of  the  Buccaneers  in  the  laft  centurv, 
and  have  juftly  acquired  him  no  small  repu- 
tation. He  is  by  birth  a Hungarian,  of  a 
noble  extraction,  and  not  above  thirty-fix 
years  old.  During  the  period  of  geneml 
tranquillity  w'hich  lucceeded  to  the  peace  of 
1763,  when  Poland  offered  almoftthe  only 
Held  in  Europe  for  eiUerprize  and  military 
talents  ; Beniowihy,  in  common  with  many 
of  his  countrymen,  joined  the  Poliili  con- 
federates, who  took  up  arms  againfl  Stanif- 
voL.  I.  Y . laus 
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liius  and  Ills  protect  oi*s  the  Kurhans.  7'Iicir* 
eaid’e  mus  unfortunate;  the  far  greater 
number  of  tliofe  mIio  ventured  to  oppol’o 
the  troops  of  Catharine,  having  perilhed 
hy  the  iword,  or  langulihed  out  their  lives 
in  povinty,  exile,  and  every  variety  of- 
vretehednefs. 

Jh*  niowlhy  being  taken  prifoner  in  one  of 
the  Ikirmiihes  that  took  place  anicmg  the 
woods  near  the  frontiers  of  Hungary  and 
Poland,  was  driven,  with  a number  of  other 
ea))tives,  from  Cracow'  to  the  city  of  Kiow 
in  the  Ukraine.  They  were  chained,  as  I 
have  heard  him  declare,  like  wild  beafts, 
expofed  to  all  the  viciflitudes  of  heat  and 
/ cold,  the  feveritv  of  which  were  rendered 
more  feiiiihle  by  the  want  of  cloths,  of  food, 
and  of  cleanlinefs.  Though  incapacitated 
hy  his  wounds  from  walking,  except  with 
the  alhtlance  of  crutches,  he  was  not  the 
Irfs  compelled  to  jK'i’form  the  march  on 
tool  ; lid)je6ted  to  blows,  and  to  every  f[)C- 
cies  of  indignity.,  as  well  as  cruelty.  JMore 
than  three-fourths  of  the  number  expired 
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on  the  road ; and  the  furvlvors,  among 
^vhom  was  Bcniowlky,  were  transferred  from 
Kiow  to  Cafan.  ■ While  there,  he  endea- 
voured to  excite  an  infuri*e6lion  ao-aiiift  the 

O 

Rullian  Government,  in  which  he  failed. 
Having  neverthelefs  effected  his  efcape  from 
Cafan,  he  "reached  Peterlburgh  without  be- 
ing difeovered  ; whence  he  projecled  to  em- 
bark for  fome  other  part  of  Europe.  He 
had  even  contrafted  for  his  paffage  in  a 
Dutch  ihip,  and  was  going  on  board  ; w hen, 
either  by  the  treachery  of  the  Captain,  or 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  he  w^as  feized 
and  committed  to  prifon. 

Catherine  only  liberated  him  from  con- 
fmement,  to  lend  him  into  exile.  After 
travelling  many  weeks  in  a covered  lletlge, 
over  a fnowy  wafte,  furrounded  bv  almolt 
pi'rpetual  darknefs,  he  arrived  at  Tobollky 
in  Siberia ; w here  he  learned  that  he  was  to 
bt'  further  fent  on  to  Kamfchatka.  Near  a 
year  elapfed  between  his  departure  from 
Peterlburgh,  and  his  arrival  at  that  favage 

^ ^ O 

and  fequeltered  extremity  of  the  Rullian 
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Empire.  Having  traverfed'  the  immenle 
portion  of  Alia  M'liich  feparates  Si})eria  from 
Kamichatka,  he  found  on  his  arrival  at  his 
(leliination,  a number  of  exiles,  fome 
amohc: ' whom  had  been  his  friends  and 
eompaniohs.  After  receiving  fire-anns,  tiiey 
were  ordered  to  provide  their  own  fublil- 
tonce,  and  likewife  to  furniih  a certain  num- 
l)er  of  furs. and  fables  for  the  ule  of  the 
Emprefs;.  thofe  articles  conhituting  the 
principal  fources  of  her  revenue.  • ’ 

Unhibdued  by  the  nature  of  his  fituation, 
which  feemed  to  preclude  hope,  as  well  as 
afliltance,  Beniowfky  conceived  the  daring 
projeH  of  hrlt  liberating  himfelf,  and  then 
of  efcaping  from  the  dominions  of  Catha^- 
riiie.  Having  concerted  meafure^  for  the 
pnrpole  with  his  companions,  who  offered 
to  follow'  and  to  perilh  wnth  him,  they  at- 
laek('d  the  RulTian  guard,  and  put  them  to 
the’fword.  Without  lofing  an  indant,  Be- 
niowfky  marched  againft  the  fort,  entered 
it,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  garrifon,  together 
with  the  governor  himfelf,  after  a defperate 
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refifiiance.  They  then  leized  on  all  tlie  liirs 
in  the  ])uhlic  magazines,  which  they  put 
on  board  a vedel  that  had  been  conRrufted 
for  the  piirpofo  of  making  difeovones  among 
tlie.  vait  Archipelago  of  Islands  feattered  in 
the  uiiknowai  ocean  b|b‘Uv<'e.n  Alia  and  Ame- 
rica, , 'Accompanied  by  near  a hundred  of 
ids  followers,  he  fe;t  fail,  deftitute  of  any 
rtreans  except  courage  and  del'pair,  for  na- 
\igating  through  latitudes  erjuall}''  incle- 
ment, as  they  are  unexplored  by  mariners. 

In  the  coiirl'e  of  his  voyage,  Beniowlky 
had  to  encounter  almoft  every  calandty  by 
which  human  nature  could  be  alfailed.  Fa- 
mine, ficknefs,  mutiiu^,  tempcfl,  and  fliip- 
wreck,  -threatened  by  turns  to  terminate 
Ids  romantic  life  and  adventures.  After 
vaiidy  attempting  to  navigate  north,  by  the 
Frozen  Ocean  that  furrounds  tlie  Pole,  he 
ftood  to  the  fouth  ; reached,  he  jiretends, 
fome  of  the  illands  dependant  on  Japan ; 
and  was  hofpitably  received  by  the  nativi's. 
In  the  illand  of  Formofa,  rendered  llimous 
by  the  pretended  Hiliory  of  Plhlmanalar, 
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M’licre  he  likcwife  landed ; he  entered  (J 
cannot  clearly  underhand  on  what  pre- 
tence.) into  hoftilities  with  the  natives, 
which  were  productive  of  very  fangninary 
confequences.  Finally  entering  the  river  of 

Macao  in  China,  he  arrived  lafelv  at  Can- 

%/ 

ton,  from  whence  he  rcturn(‘d  to  ]{,ujx)])e. 
It  is  impoflil)lc  to  contemplate  fuch  an  en- 
terprize,  w ithout  a mixture  of  altonilhment 
and  admiration,  mixed  with  incredulity. 
The  expedition  of  the  Argonauts,  fo  cele- 
brated in  antiquity,  th('  chiefs  of  which 
were  raifed  to  almoft  divine  honours  ; can- 
not  l>ear  the  fmallell  comparifon  in  real 
danger  or  ditficulty,  with  Beniowiky's  navi- 
gation. It  may  he  quetlioned  whether 
Columl)us  himfelf  had  greater  impediments 
with  which  to  ftruggle,  from  the  fears,  the 
infuhordination,  and  the  fuperltition  ot  his 
followers,  who  were  many  times  about  to 
I’eize  and  to  mailacre  him. 

The  French  Cabinet,  which  under  the 
late  reign,  during  the  period  when  it  was 
governed  by  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  had 
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originally  protected  and  even  aided  I lie, 
Poliili  confoderales,  extended  its. notice  to 
Beniowiky.  Deeply- iinprelled  with  his  allo- 
nilhing  courage  and  liiccels,  the  Duke 
d’Aiguillon,  Choileul’s  fuccellbr,  not  only 
caulbd  him  to  be ' «;nicioullv  receivetl  in 
France,  where  he  landed  on  Ills  return  to 
Kiirope-;  but  he  has  lince  conferred  on  Be- 
niowiky various  niilitary,  pecuniary,  and 
honorary  marks  of  the  bounty-of  the  French 
Crown.  This  extraordinary  adventurer  was 
loon  afterwards  lent  out  to  Madagalc’ai*,  a 
jiart  of  the  globe  to  which  the  Cabinet  of 
Vorfailles  has  lonjr  direcled  its  attention: 
and  with  the  intcTior,  *as  well  as  produc- 
tions of  which  country,  they  are;  far  better 
accjualnted  than  ourfelves,  or  any  European 
nation.  I am  allured  » that  Beniowiky  has 
already-rendered  . to;  Louis  the  Sixteenth 
ver\y  important  fer vices  there  ; and  it  is 
imagined  that  he  will  be  again  difputchetl  to 
Madagafcar, 'to  inveltigate  more  minutely 
tlie  relburces,  commercial  and'  political,  of 
that  unknown, and  extenliye  illaiid.  Fie  is 
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* at  prefent  on  a villt  here  to  his  native“coun- 
trv,  where  his  fiirprizing  adventures  and 

• I t 

del'perate  atchievements  havfe  fecured  him 
the  moft  flattering'  recejMion.  People  of 
every  rank,  crowd  round  him  to’  ilear  the' 
flory  of  his  efcape  from  Kamfchatka,  which 
he  recounts  with  a coldnefs,  and  even  phlegm, ’• 
that  cncreafes  its  eftefl  on  the  auditors’.  *' 
Tile  lineaments  of  his  countenance  cor- 
refpond  wonderfully  with  his  hiftory,  and 
his  w hole  figure,  which  is  robufl  and  vigo- 
rous, con^^eys  the  idea  of  determined  intre-^ 
pidity.  During  his  campaigns  in  Poland, 
ho  received  numerous  wounds  ; particularly 
one  in  the  haunch,  which  has  much  dif- 
ablcd  him  from  exertions  of  activity.  When 
he  repofes  his  body  on  the  wounded  fide, 
which  is  greatly  contrafled  in  confequence 
of  the  mufcles  having  been  inteidefled,  he 
appears  of  a middle  flze.  But,  when  he 
riles  on  the  other  leg,  he  fuddenly  becomes 
near  fix  feet  in  height.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
his  ftay  here  w'ill  not  be  of  long  duration, 
and  that  he  means  Toon  to  i‘eturn  to  France, 
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ill  llie  militarv  fervice  of  which  Crown  he 
is  engaged.  Should  he  ever  by  any  acci- 
dent fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians,  ' 
Catharine  would  probably  facrifice  him  to 
the  number  of  her  fubjefts  whom  Beniowlky 
put  to  death.  But,  of  fuch  an  event  there 
leems  little  or  no  probability. 

In  my  next,  I may  perhaps  be  able  to 
conje6iure  with  more' affu ranee, 'as  to  the 
certainty  of  peace.  At  this  moment,  every 
thing  befpeaks  a continuance  of  tranquillity. 
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Hojtilc  Rcmonjlranccs  of  Prujla,  rtfpcding  the 
Bavarian  SucccJJion. — Anecdotes  of  Maifhal 
'L.acy. — Anecdotes  of  General  iMudohn. 

i 

Vienna,  February  i6th,  177S- 

SINCE  I MTOte  laft,  the  political  Ihy  is 
a^ain  become  dark,  and  leems  to  por- 
tend  a tempeft,  though  perhaps  it  may  not 
immetliately  take  place,  d'he  Mattering  in- 
dications of  peace,  if  not  vanillu'd,  are  at 
leaft  obfeured;  and  Bavaria,  it  appears, 
may  }^et  involve  the  German  Empire  in  war. 
Kefiftance  is  not  however  expefted  from  the 
Cabinet  of  Munich,  nor  from  that  of  iMan- 
lu'im.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  that  the 
Elector  Palatine,  Duke  of  Bavaria,  has  al- 
maly  iigned  a treaty  with  this  Court,  by 
which  he  completely  C(;des  the  contelted 
diRricts  to  Marla  Therela.  But,  from  ano- 
ther cpiarter,  very  Itrong  op})olition  has 
sirlfen.  The  Duke  of  Deux-ponts,  far  from 
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’accinlefcing  in  the  renunciations  of’  tlie  Elec- 
tor his  uncle,  has  had  a confidential  inter- 
view at  Potzdam  with  Frederic,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  elTec-fually  oppoling,  in  conjun(":tioii 
with  him,  any  difmemherment  of  the  future 
Bavarian  inheritance.  All  the  allodial,  or 
perfonal  property  of  the  deceafed  Ele6lor, 
is  claimed  by  his  lifter,  the  EleFtrefs  Dowa- 
ger of  Saxony. 

Their  joint  reclamations  might,  never- 
thelefs,  be  unavailing,  if  Pruffia  could  he- 
induced  to  remain  pallivc.  But,  however 
averfe  he  may  be  to  war,  the  King,  it  is  un- 
derftood,  has  manifelted  his  refolutionuiot  to 
permit  fo  valt  an  incorporation  of  ter/itory 
to  be  effected,  witliout  remonftrance.  * He' 
has  aln'ady  united  hiinlelf  with  Saxony, 

. taken  tlie  troops  of  the  Ele6for  into  his  own 
pay,  and  fent  reiterated  memorials  to  Prince - 
Kaunitz,  Ihiting  the  injuft  ice  of  the  preten- 
ftons  of  the  Imperial  Court.  No  fymptoms 
however  of  a difpolitioli  to  yield,  or  even  to 
concede,  are  vilihle  1101X3.  The  language- 
held  by  Auftria,  is  high,  firm,  and  almoft 
indignant.  Maria  There  la  probably  wilho3i 
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for  peaces  but  if  Ave  may  .believe  rq>ort,. 
or  form  a,  judgment  frorti  appearances,  the- 
Emperor  dcfires  a rupl;ure  rather  > than  an 
accommodation.  Never,  it  muft  be  owned, 
was  the  Houfe  of  Aurtria  in  better  prepara- 
tion for  war.  •Artillery,  troops,  iinanccs, 
all  are  ready  on  the  Ihor.teft  notice.  They 
reckon  likewife  on  Frederic’s  age,  on  his 

inabilities  of  body,  and  natural  reluctance 

*/ 

to  commit  his  fame,  a.s  well  as'  his  acqui- 
fitions,  to  hazard.  Perhaps,  tliey  reafon 
well.  At  all  events,  it  is  curious  to  con- 
trail the  condu6i  of  the  fame  Prince  in  1741, 
witlyhiftcprefent  line  of  action  in  1778.  lie 
began  his  i^eign  by  attacking  Maria  Therefa, 
without  provoctition  ; by  buriiing  in  upon 
Silefia,  and  overturning  the  tranquillity  of 
Germany,  in  order  to  aggrandize  his  do- 
minions. In  the  evening  of  life,  defirous 
of  peacCi  he  llowly  roufes  himfelf  from  re- 
' pofe ; remondrates,  inftead  of  marching  into 
Bohemia;  and  prefents  himfelf  as  a barrier 
sgainft  the  Imperial  ambition,  which  me- 
naces the  independance,  as  well  as  the  inte- 
grity:, .-of.  the  Gcrmiinie  Syftcm. 
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Already  various  regiments,  particularly 
leveral  of  cavalry,  arc  under  orders  to  march 
towards  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  Thofe  of 
Lacy,  and  of  Jofepli  Colloredo,  are  arrived 
here,  in  their  way  to  Prague  or  to  Olmutz. 
No  one  doubts,  that  if  a w^ar  ihould  eventu- 
ally take  place,  the  Emperor  means  to  ler\  e 
in  perfon  ; hut,  the  principal  conduct  of  the 
campaign  would  he  prohahly  cojnmitted  to 
the  “duo  Fulmina  Belli, Marflial  Lac}', 
and  General  Laudolm.  If  we  except  the 
King  of  Prul'iia,  and  Prince  Henry  his  bro- 
ther ; they  may  he  jultly  accounted  the 
greateit  commanders  of  the  prefent  century, 
in  their  ditlerent  lines.  The  Emprels  Queen 
i.s  fortunate  in  hein.o-  able  to  entruft  her 
caufe  to  fuch  leaders.  Witli  MarPnal  Lacy 
I have  the  honour  to  he  acquainted,  and  to 
meet  him  fometimes  in  private  focietv.  He 
is  now  approaching  tow  ards  his  fixtieth  ve^r; 
but,  it  is  iinpoffible  not  to  perceive,  that 
-when  young,  he  muit  have  been  very  hand- 
fomc.  . In  his  perfon  he  is  tall  and  thin ; 
liis  complexion  fallow,  and  his  features  fmall. 

He 
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He  has  the  figure,  (leportment,  and  manners 
of  a man  of  qiuility  ; but,  there  is  in  them 
ftill  more  of  the  courtier  and  the  gentleman, 
than  of  the  Ibldier.  Grave,  and  fomewhat 
diltant  on  lirft  .accpiaintance,  he  becomes 
•afterwards  pleahngand  communicative.  He 
i’peaks  French  with  equal  eafe  and  elegance  ; 
entertains  magnificently,  and  his  table  is 
Ibrved  with  no  lefs  dclicacv  tlian  profulion. 
Though  now  advancing  fait  to  old  age,  he 
preferves  a youthful  appearance ; and  though 
he  has  been  ii\  times  wounded  by  mulket- 
balls,  he  enjoj’s  perfect  health  ; all  the  bul- 
lets having  been  extrabled,  without  injury 
-to  his  conftitution.  In  his  youth,  he  facri- 
ficed  to  plcafure  and  diflipation  ; but  at  pre- 
lent  he  lives  retiirxl,  mixes  little  with  the 
gay  world,  and  palTes  the  evening  of  an  a6ti\-c 
lif(',  in  the  enjoyment  of  a dignified  repofe. 
:lV>lleffed  of  an  immenfe  fortune,  partly 
tranfnfittcd  to  him  by  defeent,  ai|d  partly 
•acquired  in  the  courfe  of  long  and  lioiiour- 
able  fervicc ; he  ufes  it  as  one,  who,  whil« 
he  knows  the  value  of  riches,  is  neverthe- 

leis- 
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lefs  fuperior  to  them.  Of  an  elevated  mind, 
above  the  little  arts  of  intrigue,  or  of  Court 
cabal ; he  is  not  lefs  refpeftcd  than  beloved, 
by  the  Sovereigns  whom  he  ferves. 

Lacy  is  by  no  means,  like  Laudohn,  a 
foldier  of  fortune,  though  he  has  rifen  by 
his  talents.  His  extraction  and  family  ar^ 
Irilb,  but  he  was  born  in  Rulfia.  Son  of 
the  famous 'Marlhal  Lac}',  who,  in  conjunc- 
tion w'ith  Munich,  commanded  the  Muf- 
covitc  armies  aoainft  the  Turks,  and  ob- 
tained  fo  many  vi6tories  over  them  in  the 
laft  years  of  the  Emprefs  Anne ; it  w as  in 
that  great  fchool  he  lirft  learnt  the  art  of 
war.  I have  heard  him  fay,  that  his  father 
fent  him  to  fludy  at  Lignitz  in  Sileha,  and 
afterw'ards  at  Vienna.  In  1740,  about  the 
time  c.f  Maria  TherefTs  acceflion,  ho  en- 
tered the  Auftrian  fervice,  as  an  Enfiirn  in 
the  regiment  of  Count  Brown,  afterwards 
Marlhal  Brown,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Pra2:ue.  Having  diftinguilhed  hiinfelf 
by  a tiioufand  a6ts  of  perlbnal  courage, 
adivity,"  and  ability,  he  rofe  lb  rajudly  to 
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the  rank  of  Major,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war*  of  1756,  he  was  already  a 
Colonel,  and  foon  became  a Major-Gene- 
ral. But,  to  Daurfs  protection  and  friend- 
fliip,  he  was  principally  indebted  for  his 
elevation : a patronage  which  Lacy  repaitl 
by  the  mofl  faithful  adherence,  and  the 
mod  elTential  fervices.  Daun  always  had 
recoil rle  to  him  when  under  embarralfments 
in  the  field,  and  Lacy  conftantly  urged  or 
propelled  the  Marfhal  to  meafures  of  deci- 
fion.  I have  already  fpoken  elfewliere  of 
Pdnek's  furrender  at  Maxen,  and  of  the 
celebrated  retreat  from  Torgau ; on  both 
which  occaiions,  Lacy  acquired  immortal 
honor.  He  has  been  accufed  of  not  ad- 
vancing to  Laudohrfs  affiftance,  when  that 
General  was  beaten  by  Frederic  at  Lignitz  ; 
but  the  cliargc  is,  I believe,  univerfally 
admitted  to  be  unjuft. 

A degree  of  coldnefs,  approaching  to  ri- 
vality,  is  however  fuppofed  to  fubfilt  between 
them,  fuch  as  exilted  in  the  laft  century 
between  Condc  and  Turenne.  Their  charac- 
ters,, 
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ters,  manners,  and  talents,  are  indeed,  very 
diliimilar.  Lacy  is  not  merely  one  of  the 
firft  commanders  of  his  time,  admitted  to  be 
fuperior  even  to  Laudohn  in  the  theory  of 
war,  in  the  fcience  of  ta6tics,  and  in  the 
judicious  choice  of  ground  for  encamp- 
ments ; lie  is  equally  formed  for  the  Cabinet 
and  the  drawing-room,  as  for  the  field.  En- 
joying the  moli;  diftinguiihed  place  in  the 
Emperor^s  confidence  and  alfe6tion,  that 
Prince  vilits  him  at  all  hours,  converfes  with 
him  on  matters  of  bufinefs,  while  the  Mar- 
flial  is  drelflng,  and  is  fuppofed  to  confult 
him  on  every  point  of  moment.  Nor  is  it 
only  on  military  or  political  fubje6fs,  that 
Joleph  applies  to  him  for  advice  and  affift- 
ance.  Lacy  is  the  depofitory  of  his  mofl 
fecret  thoughts  ; participates  his  domeftic 
troubles;  and  foothes  him  in  thofe  moments 
of  deje6fion,  difappointment,  and  chagrin, 
to  which  a divided  fovereignty  is  peculiarly 
liable.  In  the  difficult  fcience  of  provifion- 
ing  an  army,  Lacy  has  no  equal  ; and  he  is 
allowed  to  be  the  beft  Adiu^ant-General  in 
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Europe.  To  him,  the  whole  arrangement, 
diftribution,  and  management  of*  the  Aul- 
trian  forces  is  committed  in  time  of  peace. 
The  l‘pirit  of  order,  fuftained  by  judicious 
economy,  which  chara6lize  him,  enable  Lacy 
to  regulate  with  eafe  fo  complicated,  as 
well  as  fo  immenfe  a machine.  When  we 
refle6t  on  thefe  circumftances,  we  (hall  not 
be  furprized  that  he  has  attained,  and  wo 
muft  admit  tliot  he  deferves,  the  high  litu- 
ation  and  fortune  of  which  he  is  in  polleflion. 

With  Laudohn  I have  not  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  equally  well  acquainted,  becaufe 
though  he  underflands  French  tolerably 
well,  he  never  converles  in  that  language. 
He  fpeaks  German,  and  likew  ife  Ruflian  im- 
pcrfe6fly,  on  occafions ; but,  in  company 
his  habitual  referve  rarely  forfakes  him. 
Naturally  modeft,  taciturn,  and  fliy,  he 
fcarcely  ever  obtrudes  his  opinions  on  any 
fubje6t,  and  rather  retires  from  notice,  than 
foiicits  admiration.  As  he  has  no  houfe  in 
Vienna,  he  refides  at  this  time  on  his  eftate, 
about  two  leagues  off,  on  the  road  to  Lintz, 
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in  great  privacy  ; coming  fometimes,  but 
rarely,  to  pay  his  Court  to  the  Sovereign, 
or  the  Minifiers.  Among  the  latter,  Prince 
Kaunitz  alone  treats  him  with  marks  of  per- 
fonal  friendlhip  and  dillin^lion.  Neither 
his  education,  his  manners,  nor  his  habits, 
qualify  him  indeexl  for  the  great  world.  In 
a mixed  fociety  he  is  loft,  unlefs  the  dif- 
courfe  turn  upon  fubje6ls  conne<9:ed  with 
war.  Then  his  countenance  fuddenly  lights 
up,  and  he  becomes  animated,  eloquent,  in 
a w'ord  a different  man.  I have  witneffed 
with  pleafure  this  tranfition. 

General  Laudohn,  for  he  has  not  yet  been 
created  a Field  Marlhal,  though  Frederic 
chofe  to  addrefs  him  by  that  title  at  the 
interview  of  Neifs  ; is  now  about  fixty-two 
years  of  age,  fomewhat  infirm,  though  ori- 
ginally of  a tough  and  vigorous  conftitution. 
Subject  to  violent  diforders  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  which  frequently  threaten  his 
life,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  one  of  thefe  at- 
tacks may  prove  fatal  to  him.  Like  Lacy, 
he  rifes  in  height  above  the  middle  fize  ; 
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but  Lauclohn's  figure  conveys  only  the  idea 
of  a Ibldier,  rough,  inelegant,  and  inured  to 
camps.  His  face  is  long  and  meagre,  his 
features  coarfe  and  dark  ; more,  I believe, 
from  the  effe6i:  of  hardlhips,  than  from  their 
natural  formation.  He  wears  his  own  hair, 
which  time  has  confide rably  thinned,  and 
.prefents  to  common  eyes,  a lank  and  bony 
figure,  deftitute  of  animation  or  addrefs. 
Under  fuch  an  exterior  are  concealed  thofe 
talents,  wdiich  have  rendered  him  fo  jultly 
celebrated,  and  which,  on  more  dian  one 
occahon,  have  fliaken  the  Prufl'ian  Throne. 
The  Emperor,  if  he  does  not  honor  him 
w ith  the  fame  marks  of  perfonal  confidence 
and  predilection  which  he  Ihews  to  Lacy, 
is  neverthelefs  deeply  iinprelled  with  a fenilj 
.of  Laudohn\s  palt  fervices,  and  a conviCtion 
of  his  great  abilities.  As  a General,  the 
quality  which  peculiarly  characterizes  him, 
is  admitted  to  be  the  rapidity  and  decilion 
.of  his  movements.  After  viewino;  the  ground 
and  reconnoitring  the  pofition  of  the  enemy, 
he  takes  liis  refolution  in  a moment,  and 
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executes  it  with  the  velocity  of  lightning. 
He  is  unable  to  a6t  by  a long  train  of  re- 
flc6fion,  which  only  renders  him  irrefolute, 
as  he  himfelf  declares  ; and  it  is  commonly 
aflerted  even  by  thofe  who  moft  admit  his 
claims  to  Ihperior  excellence,  that  he  is  not 
formed  to  direct  the  complicated  operations 
of  a campaign. 

Laudohn  is  by  birth  a Livonian,  born  in 
or  about  the  year  1716,  when  that  province 
was  already  fubjeHed  by  the  arms  of  Peter 
the  Great.  His  father  was  only  a Lieutenant 
in  the  Ruffian  armies,  of  Scotch  extra6tion, 
being  defcended  from  the  family  of  Loudon, 
though  the  orthography  of  the  name  has 
undergone  fome  alteration  in  the  lapfe  of 
time,  or  in  the  change  of  country.  It  re- 
fle6ts  no  little  honor  on  the  Scottifli  and 
Irifh  nations,  that  they  have  given  fo  many 
iliultrioiis  commanders  to  Europe,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  centurv.  Keith, 
Brown,  Elphinftc  ne,  Lacy,  Lauflohn,  as  w'ell 
as  various  r therr  of  inferior  reputation  whom 
' I could  ; ime  in  the  Imperial,  Ruffian, 
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Saxon,  and  Pruffian  fervice,  are  proofs  of 
the  aflertion.  At  a very  early  period  of 
life,  Laiidohn,  as  much  from  neceflity  as 
from  inclination,  embraced  the  profeffion 
of  arms  ; and  he  a6i:ually  fought  in  the 
rankg,  as  a private  foldier,  under  the  Im- 
perial Generals,  during  the  fhort  war  of 
1733,  between  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Sixth  and  France.  When  peace  w^as  con- 
cluded two  years  afterwards,  finding  him- 
felf  without  provifion  of  any  kind,  he  was 
again  compelled  to  feek  for  employment. 
At  the  other  extremity  of  Europe,  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia,  Anne,  had  juft  engaged  in 
hoftilities  with  the  Turks ; and  it  is  indif- 
putable  that  Laudohn  marched,  or  rather 
walked  from  Heidelberg  in  the  Palatinate, 
to  the  banks  of  the  Black  Sea,  with  liis 
knapfack  on  his  ftioulder.  Lacy  and  Mu- 
nich being  then  occupied  in  the  fiege  of 
Oczakow,  Laudohn  fen  ed  under  them  ; as 
he  did  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  war, 
till  its  termination  in  1739. 

Returning  once  more  into  Germany,  he 
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firft  attempted  to  enter,  as  a fubalter  officer, 
into  the  Pmflian  army  ; but  his  endeavours 
proving  ineffe6lual,  he  therefore  in  the  end 
of  the  year  1741,  or  the  beginning  of  1742, 
found  means  to  procure  an  Enhgns  com- 
million  in  the  Auitrian  fervice.  Frederic 
could  not  then  forefee,  how  dear  the  re- 
je6tion  of  fuch  an  officer  would  coft  him. 
Laudohn  unaided  by  friends  or  connexions 
of  any  kind,  rofe  llowly  in  military  rank 
and  honors.  While  a Lieutenant,  quar- 
tered in  Hungary,  he  married  a Sclavonian 
woman,  who  poheffed  neither  attra6lions  of 
mind,  nor  of  perfon.  Of  an  obfcure  family, 
Ihe  brought  him  little  or  no  fortune.  Sick* 
ly,  uneducated,  homely  in  her  figure,  fhe 
never  appears  in  public  ; and  her  prin- 
cipal merit  confifts  in  the  attachment  that 
fhe  feels  for  her  hufband,  which  riles  to  a 
ibrt  of  idolatry.  They  have  no  children, 
nor,  as  I believe,  had  they  ever  any  iflue. 
When  Laudohn  attained  to  the  rank  of 
Captain,  Prince  Kaunitz  firft  diftinguiffied 
him,  and  honored  him  with  proofs  of  pecu- 
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liar  efteem  ; a circumftance,  of  which  that 
Minifter  is  with  reafcn  vain.  During  the 
w'ar  of  1741,  he  was  w'ounded,  and  it  is  the 
only  material  hurt  he  ever  received  in  the 
courfe  of  fo  many  cam]jaigns. 

The  eminent  1‘ervices  w hich  he  rendered 
to  Maria  Therefa  between  1757  and  1763, 
were  rewarded  by  her  after  the  late  peace, 
with  the  donation  of  an  cftate  in  Moravia. 
She  afterwards  purchafed  it  of  him  for  the 
fum  of  eighty  thoufand  florins,  or  about 
feven  thoufand  pounds  fieri ing ; and  he 
may  now  be  efleemed  wealthy,  according 
to  the  eftimation  of  competence  in  Auflria. 
His  military  appointments,  which  in  time 
of  peace,  do  not  fall  Ihort  of  near  a thou- 
fand pounds  fterling  a year,  will  be  greatly 
augmented  in  cafe  of  a war,  as  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  his  fervices  being  wanteel ; 
and  his  private  fortune  is,  befides,  ample. 
We  are  pleafed,  when  we  reliecf,  that  fo 
illiiftrious  a man  is  not  fubjcd’ted  in  his 
age  to  any  privations  ; and  that  he  cannot 
juftly  complain  of  the  ingratitude  or  neglect 
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of  tliofe  whom  he  has  fervecl.  But,  it  lie 
has  experienced  the  bounty  of  the  Sovereign, 
or  the  protection  of  the  Minifter,  he  has 
felt  not  lefs  fenlibly  the  jealouiy  of  the 
courtiers,  as  well  as  the  enmity  of  the  nobi- 
lity. They  treat  his  perfon  with  cold  aliena- , 
tion  ; accufe  him  of  being  unlit,  from  the 
conltitutional  melancholy  of  his  temper,  to 
contribute  to  the  pleafures  of  fociety  ; and 
even  attempt  to  attribute  his  greatelf  ex- 
ploits more  to  fortune  than  to  merit.  There 
are  never thelefs,  even  in  Vienna,  many  per- 
Ibns  of  the  higheft  rank,  who  do  juftice  to 
his  fuperior  abilities,  and  who  conllder  him 
as  the  bell  prop  of  the  Aultrian  monarchy 
in  a time  of  war  or  dano;er. 

It  might  be  thought  invidious,  and  even 
improper,  to  draw  a clofe  comparifon  be- 
tween two  living  commanders,  wdio  have 
refpeClivcIy  diliinguilhed  themlelves  lb  much 
in  diherent  lines,  and  wlio  may  vet  add  new 
laurels  to  thole  which  they  have  already  ac- 
quired. We  may  how^ever  lafely  allert  that 
Lacy^s  talents  are  more  univerfal,  LaudohiCs 
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more  concentratecL  One  is  greater  in  tiir 
theory  of  war,  in  the  vaft  detail  requifite 
for  enabling  armies  to  a6l  with  elTe61:,  and 
in  combining  or  directing  a variety  of  mi- 
litary operations.  Tlie  other  has  no  equal 
in  rapid,  decifive,  and  fuccefsful  execution. 
Lacy  is  more  refpected  at  Vienna  : Laii- 
dohn  it  more  dreaded  at  Berlin,  The  for- 
mer enjoys  all  the  confidence  of  Jofeph  : the 
latter  polfeffes  all  the  efleem  of  Frederic. 
If  the  Auftiian  officer  looks  up  to  the  fiiTt ; 
the  Auftrian  foldier  has  his  eye  fixed  on  the 
iecond,  crowds  to  his  ftandard,  and  eftcems 
himfelf  certain  of  ri6lory,  under  fuch  a 
leader.  Both  have  performed  the  moft  fig- 
rial  ferviccs  to  the  ftate.  But,  it  would  be 
iinjuff  to  compare  the  affair  of  Maxen,  or 
the  retreat  of  Torgau,  however  meritorious, 
where  Lacy  ai:fed  in  a fubordinate  capacity 
under  Daun  ; with  the  capture  of  Glatz 
and  Schw  eidnitz,  or  the  vi6tory  of  Landfliut, 
in  all  which  Laudohn  commanded  w ithout 
a fiiperior.  If  Lacy  is  more  confidered  by 
the  prefent  age,  in  the  circle  where  he 
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moves ; Laudohn  will  probably  fill  a much 
higher  place  in  the  volume  of  fame,  in  dif-  * 
tant  times,  and  among  foreign  nations,  when 
the  little  malignities,  prejudices,  and  par- 
tialities of  the  hour  are  buried  in  oblivion. 
But  it  is  time  that  I clofe  this  letter. 
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LETTER  XIII. 

Aiiftrian  Preparations  for  JVar. — Arrival  of 
Troops. — Croats. — Emprefs  Queen's  Bepug- 
nance  to  Hofiilities. — Advantages  pofe/jed  bp 
Pruffia. — Efforts  of  the  Archduchefs  Chrijiina 
to  prevent  a Rupture. — Propofition  of  dif- 
mantling  Vienna. — The  Imperial  Palace. 

Vienna,  il/flrc/i  19th,  1778. 

rjpiiE  die  feems  at  length  to  be  thrown, 
and  M'ar  is  about  to  begin  as  foon  as 
the  feafon  will  permit.  This  cit}’,  which  lei's 
than  four  months  ago,  when  I arrived  here, 
prefented  a pi6ture  of  general  and  of  perma- 
nent tranquillity,  is  now  transformed  into 
an  Arfenal.  The  Itreets  ot  Vienna  as  well 
as  the  public  places,  are  crowded  with  can- 
non, ammunition,  baggage,  and  all  the  ap- 
paratus of  an  approaching  campaign.  Every 
day,  new  regiments  arrive  under  the  walls ; 
who,  after  having  been  reviewed,  continue 

their 
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their  march  towards  Bohemia  or  Moravia. 
Nothing  can  convey  a more  ftrlking  idea  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the 
magnitude  of  its  refources,  the  extent  of  its 
dominion,  and  the  number  of  provinces  fub- 
je6l  to  Maria  Tiierela,  than  the'  fcene  to 
which  we  are  here  daily  witnefles.  From 
the  Ihore  of  the  Adriatic,  and  from  the  foot 
of  the  Appennine  and  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains, to  the  frontiers  of  Moldavia  and  Wa- 
lachia, troops  are  conflantly  pouring  in  to 
maintain  her  quarrel.  Albanians,  Croats, 
Hungarians,  and  Italians,  fucceffively  arrive 
in  the  vicinity  of  Vienna.  So  many  difle- 
rent  nations,  united  in  one  caufe,  remind 
me  of  the  fabulous  ages  of  the  Earth,  when 
all  Greece,  or  the  lefler  Afia,  flocked  to  a 
common  ftandard,  and  fought  under  the 
liime  leader. 

It  is  in  the  irregular  forces  which  Maria 
Therela  can  bring  into  the  field,  that  fhe 
poflcfles  a great  fuperiority  over  her  adver- 
lary.  The  Croats  and  Hungarians,  fierce, 
undifciplined,  and  fubje6fed  to  fcarcely  any 

military 
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military  laws,  are  attached  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  by  prejudices  and  predilections  of 
religion,  manners,  and  education,  peculiar 
to  themfelves.  Frederic  has  no  troops  of  a 
(imiliardefcription  tooppofe  to  them,  equally 
faithful  and  loyal.  The  Croat  rarely  or 
never  deferts:  he  is  even  incapacitated  by 
his  ignorance  of  the  German  language  from 
mixing  intimately  with  the  foldiers  of  that 
nation.  A degree  of  primeval  rudenefs  and 
fimplicity  characterizes  them,  totally  unlike 
the  fpirit  which  animates  the  mercenary  fti- 
pendiary  of  modern  armies.  Fathers  of  fa- 
milies, followed  by  their  fons,  at  the  com- 
mand of  their  Sovereign,  cheerfully  quit 
their  habitations  on  the  dillant  banks  of  the 
Drave,  the  Teifs,  and  the  Lower  Danube,  to 
fpill  their  blood  in  her  caufe.  Hitherto  the 
Croats  have  never  been  confidered  i\s  regu- 
lar troops  ; but,  it  is  now  intended  to  clothe 
and  difcipline  them  like  the  other  regiments 
in  the  Auftrian  fervice.  It  is  a fight  equally 
novel  and  pleating,  to  fee  thel'e  corps  arrive, 
di'eiled  in  the  rude  garb  of  their  refpeCtive 
3 provinces, 
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provinces,  and  prelenting  in  their  whole  ap- 
pearance, a contrail  to  the  Ibklier  of  everj 
other  European  fervice.  From  the  great 
magazines  in  the  neighliourhood  of  this  city 
they  are  furniilied  with  arms,  accoutremt'nts, 
and  all  otlier  requifites,  before  they  profecute 
their  march  towards  the  frontiers, 

Maria  Therefa  derives  neverthelefs,  little 
gratiiication  or  pleafure  from  thefe  exhibi- 
tions of  her  power,  and  teilimoiaies  of  af- 
febtion  to  her  perfon.  It  is  no  longer  a. 
lecret  that  die  deprecates  a rupture,  and  is 
relu6tantly  dragged  forward  by  her  foil. 
From  the  moment  that  intelligence  arrived 

O 

of  the  Ele6lor  of  Bavaria's  death,  Ihe  fore- 
faw'  with  regret  its  probable  confequences- 
Having  palled  the  active  period  of  life,  and 
being  only  deiirous  of  repofe,*  flie  is  not  to 
be  roufed  by  prefenting  to  her  view'  ob- 
jc6ls  of  ambition,  or  to  be  impelled  bv  a re- 
colleblion  of  pail  injuries  fuftained  from 
Pruiha.  Thoi'e  w ho  have  accefs  to  her^  wit- 
nefs  the  dejeblion  of  her  fpirits,  and  the  agi- 
tation of  her  mind  on  the  arrival  of  every 
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courier ; they  fee  her  eyes  perpetually  red 
with  weeping,  or  fulFuled  in  tears.  Inftead  of 
demonltrating  her  latisfa6tion  at  the  promp- 
titude, with  which  her  orders  tor  putting  the 
Auhrian  forces  in  motion,  have  been  obeyed; 
Ihe  avert  her  eyes  from  every  difplay  of  her 
military  ftrength.  Only  a few  days  ago, 

' when  one  of  the  lineit  regiments  in  the  Im- 
perial fervice  arri\  ed  from  INIantua,  on  the 
Efplaiiade,  under  the  w'alls  of  Vienna,  no 
entreaties  could  induce  her  to  look  upon 
them,  from  the  apartments  of  the  palace. 
She  runs  with  eagernels  to  clofe  the  Ihut- 
ters,  whenever  troops  pal’s  under  her  win- 
dows. Anxious  to  prevent  fo  great  a ca- 
lamity as  war,  hie  pafles  half  her  time  in 
prayer ; and  yefterday  Ihe  remained  for 
three  hours  on  her  kneels,  in  the  Cathedra!, 
invoking  the  Divine  blelTing  to  aid  her  el- 
forts  for  maintaining  the  peace  of  Germany. 
Pi  'ince  Kaunitz  is  gloomy,  thoughttul,  and 
Icfs  communicative  in  fociety.  His  litu- 
ation,  w hich , is  a lingular  one,  demands 
confunimate  add  refs,  in  order,  while  he 
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preferves  the  affe6tion  of  the  mother,  not 
to  irritate,  or  alienate  the  Ton.  During  his 

f 

long  adminiftration,  he  has  not,  probably, 
found  himfelfin  fo  painful,  or  fo  delicate  a 
[)redicaincnt.  The  Emperor  alone  appears 
unafie6tedly  gay,  conhantly  in  a6tion,  on 
horfeback  before  the  fun  is  rifen,  and  ready 
to  receive  with  alacrity  the  various  bodies 
of  troops  on  their  arrival. 

Whatever  may  be  the  final  event  of  the 
war  which  impends,  two  great  advantages 
attend  Prufha  at  its  commencement.  ‘ The 
hrft  gf  thcfe  refults  from  the  juftice  of  the 
euufe  in  wdiich  f rederic  is  engaged : for, 
eyen  here  in  Vienna,  the  claims  fet  up  by 
the  Houfq  of  Auftria  on  the  Bavarian  fuc- 
cgllion,  are  by  no  means  confidered  as  in- 
contel'table.  In  addition  to  fo  important  a 
circumltancc,  which  is  neither -to  be  de- 
fpifed  nor  forgotten,  we  ihould  recollect 
tlie  alliance  and  co*opei*ation  of  Saxony. 
That  fertile  and  .powerful  Ele6forate,  co- 
hering the  whole  frontier  of  Brandenburgh, 
is  already  in  Frederic’s  poileffion,  and  muft 
bg  protected  by  his  arms.  If  it  is  the  caufe 
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oi*  the  German  Empire  in  o'eneral,  it  is  the 
canre  of  Saxony  in  a fpecial  manner,  j'or 
which  he  is  about  to  ihake  otF  the  infirmi- 
ties of  aire,  and  after  ib  long  a period  of 
repofe,  to  app('ar  again  in  the  field.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Saxons,  while  he  is  fupplied 
from  Mifiiia  and  I adatia  with  proviflons,  he 
can  commence  oi'teufive  operations,  and  ren- 
der Boliemia  the  immediate  theatre  of  war. 
His  intimate  knowledo;e  of  that  country, 
where  he  has  made  fo  many  campaigns, 
muff  iiecefiarilv  2'i'*  ^ him  a vaft  fuperiority, 
and  perhaps  enable  iiim  to  wreft  the  north- 
ern provinces  born  Maria  Therefa. 

■ Betides  the  other  motives  which  impel 
the  Emprefs  Ouetai  lo  fteiilore  hoftilities,  is 
to  be  conlidercd  the  ])eculiar  pofition  of  her 
daughter,  i lie  Archduchels  Chriftina.  That 
PrinceE,  who  is  tcMiderly  beloved  by  Maria 
Therefa,  was  married  near  twelve  years  ago 
to  Prince  Alherl  of  wSa\o?iy,  fon  to  the  late 
King  of  Poland,  and  uncle  of  the  reigning 
I’llcclor.  Thus  adopted.. into  tlie  Auitrian 
family,  he  has  ever  bncc  reiided  principally 
in, the  Court  of  Vienna,  w here  he  has  apart- 
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ments  in  the  Imperial  palace.  Having  been 
conltituted  Governor  of  Hungary,  in  that 
capacity  he  and  the  Archduchels  occupy 
tlie  caitle  of  Preiburg ; but  they  are  now 
here  on  a viht  to  the  Emprefs,  over  whom 
her  daughter  poflelles  a great  afccndant. 

She  is  warmly  attached  to  her  hulhand  ; 

«/ 

uho,  on  his  part,  from  intereft,  as  well  as 
from  a fenle  of  honor  and  gratitude,  feels 
himlelf  not  iefs  bound  to  el’poufe  the  Aid- 
trian  caule,  and  to  ihed,  if  neceffary,  his 
blood  in  the  prefent  quarrel.  As  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  he  will  command  one  of  the- 
armies  deftined  to  a6i  againft  the  common 
enemy  ; in  the  difcharge  of  that  duty,  it 
may  be  his  lot  to  enter  Drefden,  and  to 
defblate  the  dominions  of  the  family  from 
which  he  fprings.  Such  a conflict  of  prin- 
ciples and  obligations,  cannot  fail  to  be 
deeply  painful  to  a mind  of  1‘enllbllity.  The 
Archduchels,  his  wife,  is  known  to  be  alfedted 
by  it  in  the  livclieft  manner.  She  depre- 
cates the  profpebt  of  a rupture,  w hich  mult 
uivolve  her  hulhand  in  unfpeakable  embar- 
Tuffmtmts : and  Ihe  has  more  than  once 
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thrown  herfelf  at  her  mother’s  feet,  conjur- 
ing  her  with  tears,  while  it  is  It  ill  time,  to 
recede  from  her  preteiitions  on  the  Bavarian 
fncceffion,  and  to  ftop  the  efiidion  of  human 
blood.  The  Emperor  who  can  neither 
unacquainted  with  this  fa6l.,  as  may  naturally 
be  prefumed ; nor  is  ignorant  of  the  Arch- 
duchefs’s  induence  over , the  Emprefs,  may 
one  day  refent,  and  even  puniih  her  oppo- 
fition  to  his  favorite  meafures. 

The  Carnival  is  now  at  an  end ; and 
I.ent,  which  is  here  obferved  w ith  extra- 
ordinary rigor,  in  compliance  with  the  Em- 
prefs’s  devotion,  leaves  me  more  at  leifure 
to  vifit  the  principal  obje6fs  of  curiollty  in 
Vienna.  This  capital  conveys  to  a foreigner 
no  mean  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Ault  rian 
line,  under  whofe  feeptre  are  united  fo  many 
Icattered  kingdoms  and  [)rovinces.  Thofe 
which  have  be<‘n  diilevercd  from  it  in  our 
OAvn  time,  vvitlhn  the  laft  fifty  years,  w^ould 
form  of  ihemfelves  a ])Otent  Monarchy. 
Naples,  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Servia,  Bofnia,  and 
Silefia,  all  belonged  to  the  late  Emperor, 
Charles  the  Sixth,  at  ditrerent  periods  of 
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Ills  rcic^n.  Marflial  Colloredo  told  nic,  a 
tew  days  aoro,  that  he  had  been  in  garrifon 
at  Beh>Tade,  at  Meffina,  and  at  Brellaw, 
wiu'n  eacli  of  thole  places  formed  a pait  of 
the  Aullrian  dominions.  Vienna  is  not  only 
• populous,  but  the  ftreets  arc  crowded  witli 
people  of  ^'arious  nations.  In  my  walks,  I 
conftantly  meet  with  Hungarians,  Greeks, 
Turks,  and  Poles,  all  habited  in  the  pecu- 
liar drefs  of  their  relpecfive  countries.  No- 
thing is  more  pifdurefque  and  amufing  than 
fuch  a diverlity,  which  rarely  occuVs  in 
London,  or  in  Paris. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  city  of  Vienna, 
ltri6Uvfo  denominated,  which  difplays  either 
the  extent  or  the  magnificence  of  a capital, 
fuitable  to  the  elective  Chief  of  the  German 
Empire,  the  hereditary  Sovereign  of  fo  vaft 
a tra6f  of  Europe.  The  necellity,  whether 
real  or  imaginary,  of  fortifying  Vienna,  con- 
tra61;s  it  to  a very  narrow  compafs  ; indeed, 
to  fo  fmall  a fpace,  that  I have  walked  com- 
pletely round  the  ramparts,  at  a quick  pace, 
within  fifty  minutes.  But,  the  fuburbs, 
>vhich  iqveft  it  like  a belt,  and  which  are 
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only  feparated  from  it  l)y  the  Elplanade,  arc 
far  Ihperior  in  magnitude,  as  \vell  as  in 
beauty  and  elegance,  to  the  city  itfelf. 
There  the^  great  nobility  principally  refidc 
in  fummer,  when  not  abfent  on  their  eltates, 
or  not  ferving  in  the  held.  Probably,  the 
next  century  will  fee' Vienna  difmantlecl,  and 
j’endered,  like  Peterlhurg,  or  Berlin,  an 
open  place,  I have  heard  the  queftion  fre- 
quently agitated  during  my  flay  here,  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  made  fo  at  this  time, 
without  danger.  The  Turks  are  no  longer 
formidable  as  they  were  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  under  Soliman  and  Selim  ; and  tlie 
fiege  of  1683,  when  Leopold  lied  to  Paffau, 

. will  not  be  Ipeedily  renewed  in  our  time. 
Againh  the  King  of  Prufha,  the  molt  formi- 
dable adverfarv  of  the  Houle  of  Aiiliria,  the 
%/ 

Danube  alone  forms  almolt  a fuilicient  pro- 
tection, if  guarded  by  the  Imperial  forces 
entrenched  behind  the  river.  But  Maria 
Tlierefa  has  not  yet  forgotten  that  in  1741, 
the  French  and  Bavarians  advanced  to  St. 
Polten,  fcarcely  four  leagues  diftant ; and 
that  in  1758,  >vhen  Frederic  belieged  01- 
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mutz,  terror  and  confternalioii  pervaded 
Vienna.  The  recollection  o!  tliele  dlfaitrous 
Icpiies  is  too  deeply  imprelied  on  her  me- 
mory, ever  to  bi;  erafed  ; and  as  often  as 
llie  iubject  of  dilinanliing  Vienna  has  been 
mentioned  to  her,  ihe  exclaims,  “ 1 haye 
^already  twice  feen  this  city  a frontier 
“ garrifon,  expofed  to  hourly  attack  ; 1 
‘‘  will  not  imncceharily  expole  niyfelt  to 
“ ilmilar  or  greater  misfortunes  in  my  old 
“ agc.^'  It  is  however,  more  than  poffible 
that  Jol'eph,  whenever  he  fucceeds  his  mo- 
ther, may  adopt  an  oppofite  line  of  policy 
and  coiidu6t. 

The  palace  of  the  “'Favorita,”  fo  fre- 

/ 

(juently  mentioned  by  Lady  Wortley  Mon- 
tague, in  which  Charles  rlie  Sixth  expired, 
is  now'  converted  by  his  daughter,  into  a 
feminary  of  education.  Never  was  any  re- 
fulence  lefs  princely,  or  even  commodious. 
Kefembling  rather  a nunnery,  than  the  ha- 
bitation of  a fovereign,  it  Itands  in  one  of 
the  ltr(?ets  of  a dufty  fuburb,  without  the 
linallelt  court  or  area  in  front,  and  com- 
manding no  profpe6t  whatever.  The  “ Bel- 
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“ videre/^  which  belonged  to  the  great 
Prince  Eugene,  and  which  was  purchafed  by 
Maria  Therefa,  from  his  only  daughter  and 
heirels,  the  Princefs  of  Saxe  Hilburghaufen, 
is  far  more  fplendid.  Conltrudted  on  a fine 
eminence,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Carin- 
thian  fuburb,  it  enjoys  an  extenlive  vicAv, 
terminated  to  the  Ibuth  by  the  lofty  mouiir 
tains  of  Styria.  Magnificent  as  it  is,  none 
.of  the  Imperial  Family  ever  inhabit  it;  and 
the  Emperor  has  therefore,  converted  it  into 
a repofitory  for  paintings.  Some  of  the 
houfes  of  the  great  nobility  far  exceed  in 
beauty,  as  well  as  in  elegance  and  grandeur, 
. either  the  “ Favorita,^'  or  the  ““  Beh  idere.^’ 
The  Imperial  palace  itfelf,  which  is  fitu- 
ate  within  the  w^alls  of  Vienna,  where  both 
the  Emprefs  Queen,  the  Emperor,  and  fo 
many  other  members  of  their  Family  are 
lodged,  conveys  fcarcely  any  idea  of  the 
Majefty  of  the  modern  Cadkrs,  the  fuccef- 
fors  of  Charlemagne,  and  the  pretended 
reprefehtatives  of  Auguftus.  A vafi,  con- 
fufed  mafs  of  building,  without  fymmetry, 
plan,  or  architefiture,  it  confills  of  feveral 
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courts  coiTunimicating  with  each  otlier, 
erected  in  different  ages,  and  occupying  a 
prodigious  fpace ; but  deilitute  of  any,  c\;en 
the  Ihialleft  garden.  The  apartments  wliich 
her  Imperial  Majelly  inhabits,  are  indeed 
pleafnnt,  becaufe  they  have  a fouthern  af- 
pecl,  and  in  winter  may  be  laid  to  form  a 
comfortable,  if  not  a princely  relidence:  but, 
before  the  end  of  May,  the  heat  commonly 
renders  them  infupportable.  Within  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  palace,  are  not  only  comprifed 
\ arious  houfes,  appropriated  to  I’ome  of  the 
great  Officers  of  State  and  Minilters,  who 
are  lodged  at  the  expence  of  the  Sovereign  ; 
it  includes  befides,  in  its  immenfe  circum- 
ference, a fuperb  Manege ; the  German 
play-houfe ; the  royal  library , the  cabinet 
of  natural  hiftory ; the  jewel-office,  where 
arc  preferved  the  Imperial  and  Bohemian 
Crowns ; no  lefs  than  three  chapels,  in  one 
of  which  the  Emprefs  ufually  hears  mafs 
every  day ; and  the  “ Jeu  de  Paume,'"  or 
Racket  Court.  The  Emperor  plays  fre- 
quently at  this  game,  in  w hich  he  is  tole- 
rably expert.  I faw  him  yefterday,  in  a 
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grey  jacket,  and  thick  wod'ted  ftockings, 
engaged  at  it  for  a confiderable  time,  with 
his  brother-in-law  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen, 
and  two  noblemen  who  made  the  party. 
The  exercife,  which  in  itfeif  is  violent,  might 
prove  peculiarly  fatal  to  the  Emperor,  who 
ia  affected  with  an  ancurifm  in  his  leg.  When 
he  is  iieated,  the  pulfation  of  the  artery  is 
fo  flrong,  that  I am  afliired  it  may  be  per- 
ceptibly felt  with  the  finger,  through  the 
thickeft  ftocking.  It  is  curious  to  reileft 
that  the  deltiny  of  Germany  and  of  Europe 
might  be  materially,  changed  in  an  inftant, 
by  the.  buiTcing  of  a blood-velVel,  the  coat 
of  which  cannot  exceed  the  thicknefs  of  a 
w'afer. 

Early  in  the  courfe  of  next  month,  I may 
probably  viht  Hungary ; but  I fliall  waite 
again,  before  I quit  this  capital. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

Anecdotes  of  Metafafio.^Slate  of  Public  Affairs. 
— Departure  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph  to  join 
the  Army  in  Bohemia. 

Vienna,  April  gi\\,  1778. 

IN^STEAD  of  wearying  you  with  details 
of  the  military  preparations,  which  here 
occupy  the  attention  and  converfation  of 
every  fociety ; let  me,  before  I fet  out  for 
Buda,  gratify  your  curiofity  on  another  fub- 
jecl.  You  alk,  whether  I have  feen  Metaf- 
tiifio,  and  you  delire  to  hear  fome  particu- 
lars relative  to  fo  illuftrious  a perfon.  He 
is  fo  little  feen  in  Vienna,  that  a ftranger, 
unlefs  introduced  to  him  at  his  owm  houfe, 
may  pafs  many  months,  I had  almofl  faid 
years,  without  often  meeting  him.  I have 
been  tw  ice  in  company  with  him  at  Prince 
Colloredo's,  where  he  is  commonly  found 
on  great  feftivals : but,  neither  his  inclina- 
tion, his  Hate  of  health,  nor  his  period  cf 
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life,  allow  him  to  mix  much  in  crowds.  To 
Prince  Kaimitz’s  he  ne\  er  comes ; for  they 
are  not  on  terms  of  amity.  Whether  tho 
mifunderltandins:  has  orimnatcd  with  the 
jMiniher,  or  may  be  attributed  to  the  poet, 
is  a point  much  rontefted  ; and  on  ^^'hich  I 
am  unable  to  give  a decided  opinion. 

If  however,  he  does  not  enjoy  the  friend- 
fliip  of  the  Miniflcr,  he  has,  for  near  fifty 
years,  b(*en  conftantlv  honoured  with  the 
frniles  of  the  Sovereign.  The  invitation  ot 
Charles  the  Sixth  induced  him  to  rpiit  Rome 
for  Vbenna,  and  the  patronage  of  that  Mo- 
' narch  fixed  him  here  for  life.  Though  he 
has  exchanged  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  and 
the  claffic  air  of  Italy,  for  the  ungenial  cli- 
niate  of  the  frozen  Danube  ; his  fancy  does 
not  appear  to  have  fufferod  either  in  delicacy, 
or  in  luxuriance,  from  the  traniplantation. 
Yet  tlie  late  Rmperor,  while  he  rewarded 
Metafialio  with  munificence,  and  loaded  him 
with  careffes,  did  not  fcruple  to  fetter  the 
powers  of  the  poet,  by  impofing  on  him  re- 
Ilraints  fcarcely  compatible  with  tlic  enthn- 
liafm  of  genius.  Metaftaiio,  m compofing 
1 2 his 


COURT  OF  ETRLIN,  ETC.  3O3 

liis  fiiieft  pieces,  was  always  oblcjjrd  to  ac- 
comnicdate  the  opera  to  the  ieiigtli  ot  limp 
which  tlie  Emperor  indicated  or  com- 
inantled.  Eiidow’cd  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary leidibility,  it  may  natundly  be  liip- 
port\l  that  ho  could  not  rdilt  the  ctFect  of 
beaiitv.  The  Coimtels  d’Altheim,  one  of 
tlic  molt  charming  women  of  the  Court  of 
Vienna,  was  the  objeft  of  his  paOion.  She 
had  been  previoully  beloved  by  Charles  the 
Sixth  himfelf,  who  was  Ihppofed  to  havo 
been  admitt(!(i  by  her  to  the  uliial  privi- 
leges of  royal  lovers ; nor  was  it  till  after 
the  deceafe  of  Ins  Imperial  rival,,  that  Me- 
tailafio  ventured  to  divulge  his  llamc. 
Even  then,  as  if  confeious  of  Iiis  temerity, 
he  drew  acrofs  it  the  invdterious  veil  of 
poetry  and  tiaion.  He  has  celehrared  the 
CoLintefs  d’Altheim  under  an  imagiiiarv 
name,  in  various  of  hi.s  conipoiitions.  Wlie-. 
ther  die  returned  his  a?lection,  is  doubfhd  ; 
but  Metelialio’s  attaclimcnt,  like  Petrarch’s 
for  Laura,  or  dVdlb’s  lor  Leonora  d’Eilc% 
never  exceeded  tlie  liinlt^  of  refpectfui 
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homage,  and  demanded  no  improper  fa- 
crificcs. 

This  celebrated  perfon,  who  is  now  near 
eight}'  years  of  age,  tlioiigh  he  enjoys  im- 
commoii  health,  begins  to  bend  under  the 
preiTure  of  time,  d'hofe  who  know  him 
intimately,  .afilire  me  that  he  is  exceedingly 
broken  and.altered  within  the  laft  live  years. 
In  his  perfon  he  is  ihort  and  thick,  but  not 
corpulent.  His  countenance  is  exprefhve  ; 
his  nofe  difproportionately  large,  and  his 
complexion  pale  or  rather  fallow,  like  an 
Italian.  He  always  wears  the  drcls  of  an 
Abbe,  and  nothing  can  be  fo  iVftematicallv 
rnethodical  as  his  manner  of  life.  Metaf- 
talio  rifes  betimes,  ^oes  out  every  day  at  a 
quarter  b(;fore  twelve  to  hear  mals,  returns 
home,  and  dines  punctually  at  two.  For 
near,  or  rpiite  thirty  years  paft,  he  has  never 
dined  out  any  where.  In  the  evening  he 
repairs  coiiftantly,  when  his  health  permit'^, 
to  the  houfe  of  Mademoil'elle  Figarolle.  She 
is  a woinan  of  quality,,  pollelles  a very  cul- 
tivated mind,  and  though  no  longer  young, 

the 
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fh(‘  has  not  ccaied  to  h?  a<rrecubic  in  itletaf- 
taiiu’s  opinion,  whole  attaclmiont  to  her  is 
ot  aiiTiant  date.  Prccilely  at  ten  ho  leaves 
her,  and  retires  to  red. 


ihiron  ihiAien,  Prelident  ot  the  Anlic 
C’oancii,  divi-.les  with  ivladernoildie  Fiira- 
rolle,  liis  Iriendihip  and  his  iGillire.  They 
pais  much  of  their  time  together,  occupied 
in  literary  purfnits,  pi'culiarly  in  the  pernfal 
of  the  great  writers  of  antiquity.  Metaf-- 
tafio  fpeaks  French,  and  converfes  in  that 
Jangnage  with  facility  : l)ut,  like  every 
Italian,  he  prefers  his  native  tongue,  lie 
is  well  lod<»'e(h  on  a third  tioor,  in  the 
“ Cede  Marek,”  and  the  apartments  Mhich 
he  occupies,  are  provided  liim  by  the 
Crov>n.  ?»Iarif.i  Therefa,  enudons  of  Iut 
father  in  that  refpeft,  during  the  conilh  of 
her  long  reign,  has  dilringnilh  *d  him  by 
every  poliible  mark  of  favor  and  contidcra-’ 
lion.  He  rec ‘ives  from  her  liotinty  at  this 
time,  an  annu  d (amlion  of  lix  thoufand, 
tlorins,  or  near  fiuj  hundred  pounds  Irer- 
ling;  and  if  we  except  \hllaite,  1 belimo  • 
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he  is,  M'itliout  (lifputc,  the  ^vealtllIe^^  poet 
now  exifting  in  Europe.  From  his  intancy 
he  ieems  to  have  been  not  lefs  tln'oured  by 
Fortune,  than  enriched  b}^  Nature.  No 
perfon  here  with  whom  I have  converfod, 
ventures  to  aflert  pohtively  the  name  of  his 
parents ; and  even  the  precife  place  of  his 
birth  is  hardly  lefs  contefted  than  was  that 
of  Homer.  He  was  born  either  in  Tufeany, 
or  in  the  Papal  territories ; but  imqueftion- 
ably  of  an  origin  very  humble  and  obfeure. 
When  a boy,  like  Pope,  “ he  lifped  in 
numl)crs  f compofed  verfes  without  edbrt, 
or  almoil  premeditation,  and  recited  them 
in  the  fircets  of  Rome,  to  which  city  he  had 
been. carried  in  his  childhood.  It  was  there 
that  his  uncommon  powers  excited  the 
‘w'onder  and  attention  of  Gravina,  one  of* 
the  nioli  eminent  legal  praHitioners  of  Italy, 
ill  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century. 
Such  was  their  effeH  on  him,  that  he  took 
the  boy  home,  educated  him,  and  findiiiir 
his  capacity  expand. with  his  years,  Gravina 
adopted  him,  and  mad«  him  heir  to  his 

little 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  369 

little  fortune.  Even  his  real  name  is  totally, 
unknown,  or  at  leafl  very  problematical. 
The  denomination  vvhlcli  he  bears,  and 
which  he  has  rendered  fo  celebrated,  was 
given  him  by  Gravina,  either  to  conceal  liis 
original  name,  or  as  a fubflitiite ; Metaftafio 
beinsr  a word  of  Greek  derivation,  and 
evidently  fa6litious.^  Charles  the  Sixth,  by 
inviting  him  to  Vienna,  and  amply  rewards 
ing  his  talents,  placed  - him  above  depeii- 
dance.  The  prefent  Emprefs  has  rendered 
him  wealthy.  He  now.  palTes  .the  evenins  of 
life,  in  the  midft  of  the  moil  delicious  repofe, 
furroimded  by  every  comfort,  eafy  in  his 
circumftances,  and  fecurc  of  immortality  as 
long  as  poetry  and  genius  are  admired 
among  men. 

This  morning,  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen 
fet  out  for  Olmutz,  accompanied  by  the 
Archduchefs  his  wife,  who  quitted  him  at  v 
the  diftance  of  fome  leatrues,  to  return  to 
this  city : a feparation  which  did  not  take 
placcj  without  violent  emotions  on  her  part. 
It  is  underltood  that  he  is  to  command  the 
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army  of  IMoravia,  aided  by  Marfbal  Had- 
dick : an  appointment  prob'ably  chofen 
with  the  intention  of  removing  him  to  a 
diftance  from  Saxony.  All  the  preparations 
and  indications  of  a fpeedy  rupture,  between 
Auftria  and  PrulTia,  contihue.  Laudohn, 
who  at  length  has  been  created  a Field- 
Mai^hal,  ' is  already  arrived  in  Bohemia, 
where  the  ftorm  is  expe6led  tb  burft.  ’ Yet 
negdciations  ftill  fubfift,  and  couriers  come 
almoft  dailv  from  Drefden  or  Berlin,  which 
keep  alive  the  hope  of  peace.  The  Empe- 
roFs  departure  is ‘‘however  fuppofed  to  be 
imminent,  after  which  every  rational  prof- 
pe61;  of  an  accommodation  muft  be  at  an 
end.  We  know  that  the'Archduke  Maxi- 
milian and  Marflial  Lacy  are  to  accompany 
him.  My  next  letter  ’will  be  written  from 
fome  part  of  Hungary. 

' POSTSCRIPT. 

Afril  12th. 

The  Emperor  went  yefterday  to  Join  the 
, army.  He  and  his  brother  Maximilian  rofe 

at 
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ttt  four  o’clock  in  the  morning ; and  as  foon 
as  it  was  light,  they  walked  for  fome  time 
on  the  ramparts,  waiting  for  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  in  order  to  take  leave  of  her.  When 
Ihe  was  ready,  they  repaired  to  her  apart- 
ment, and  proceeded  toother  to  the  chapel 
in  the  palace.  There,'  oVi  their  knees;  they 
paired  above  an  hour  in  prayer,  invoicing 
the  Divine  afliftance  on  the  Auftrian  arms, 
jMaria  Therefa  was  * extremely  agitated 
during,  the  w hole  fervice  ; but,  when  at  the 
concluiion, ' Ihe  .prepared  to  bid-  her  fons 
adieu,  her  grief  became , too  ftrong  for  her 
frame>  She  held  the  Emperor  long  in  her 
arms,  fobbed,  and,  .at  .feparating  from  him, 
nearly  fainted.  Jofeph  tore  himfelf  from 
his  mother's  embraces,  carrying  with  him 
her  parting  .benediction.  Marlhal  Lacy  is 
gone  with  them,  apd  they  took  the  road  to 
c01mutz,''from  which  city  -they  repair  to 
.Prague,  am  fetting  out  for  Efterhazi 
in  Hungary. 
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Journey  to  Buda, — Flagellants. — State  of  Ilun- 
gary. — Turkijh  Edifices  at  Buda. — Public 
Baths, 

( 

\ 

■ Buda,  April  19th,  1778. 

I LEFT  Vienna  a few  hours  after  I had 
concluded  my  laft  letter,  and  have  been 
already  three  days  in  this  city.  The  contrafl 
between  the  Hungarian  and  the  Auftrlan 
capital,  is  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  to  be 
conceived.  Never  perhaps  were  two  nations 
more  diffimilar  in  riianners,  -drefs,  and  ap- 
pearance,  than*  the  German  and  the  Hun- 
garian. Even  the  Tu perdition  of  Vienna, 
is  far  outdone  by  .that  of  Buda.  The  fiidt 

ohjeCl  vifible  from  the  window's  of  the  Inn, 
^ • * 

on  the  morning  after  my  arrit'al,  were  flagel- 
lants marching  flowly  through  the  flreets, 
covered  with  blood,  and  dragging  along 
crofles  of  a vafl  weight,  followed  by  crowds 

of 
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of  people.  • It  was  Good  Friday,  and  the 
whole  city  feemed  to  he  animated  by  the 
fame  fpirit  of  penitential  and  gloomy  de- 
votion. I could  have  fancied  myfelf  tranf- 
ported  to  Toledo  or  Madrid,  as  defcribed 
by  Madame  de  Danois,  near  a century  ago. 
The  flagellants  wore  hoods  or  facks  over  their 
heads,  in  order  to  conceal  their  faces  : but 
their  backs,  which  were  entirely  naked,  bore 
the  fanguinary  marks  of  the  fcourge  inflicted 
at  every  ftep.  I am  aflured  that  the  perfons 
who  Ihbmit  to  this  voluntary  punilhment, 
are  frequently  men  of  rank,  and  that  the 
practice  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  in* 
ferior  orders,  or  to  the  bigotted  vulgar. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  on  the 
particulars  of  my  journey  through  Hungary. 
I flopped  for  a few  hours  at  Raab,  a-city 
memorable  for  being  the  termination  of  the 
Ottoman  conquefts  towards  Germany.  Hap- 
pily for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  Sultans 
advanced  no  further.  Amurath.  the  Third 

made  himfelf  mailer  of  it,  towards  the  clofe 

' 

. of  the  fixteenth  century ; a period  when  the 
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Imperial  under  the  feeble  govern- 

ment of  the  Emperor  Rodolph  the  Second, 
was  funk  into  the  moft  deplorable  Rate  of 
political  annihilation.  Much  of  the  road  to 
Buda  lies  near  the  bank  of  the  Danube,  which 
is  of  very  confiderable  magitude.  It  is  ftrik- 
ing  to  behold  fo  noble  a river  flowing  ma- 
jeftically  in  filence,  through  one  of  the  richeft 
countries  in  Europe ; but  almoft  deftitute 
of  commerce,  navigation,  or  population. 
From  Raab  to  this  city,  a tra6l  of  near  a 
hundred  miles,  I faw  fcarcely  a fingie  boat 
or  fail  of  any  kind  upon  the  ftream.  All  is 
folitary  and  inanimate : how  unlike  the 
fcenery  of  the  Rhine,  or  the  Loire,  where, 
at  every  curve  of  the  river,  villages,  caftles, 
and  habitations  prefent  themfelves  to  the  eye. 
It  is  by  no  means  in  the  tyranny  or  incapacity 
of  the  prefent  government,  that  we  muft 
feek  for  the  principal  caufe  of  this  defolation. 
Hungary,  till  the  period  of  the  acceflion  of 
the  late  Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth,  in  1711, 
was  for  more  than  two  centuries,  the  moft 
unfortunate  kingdom  of  Europe.  The  pro- 
14  vinces 
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vlnces  of  the  new  world  were  not  more  cruelly 
plundered  by  the  Spanifh  conquerors  ; Peru 
and  Mexico  were  hot  more  ravaged  by  Cortez, 
or  Pizarro,  than  Hungary  was  defolated  by 
the  Turkilh  Sultans.  Solyman  the  Magni- 
ficent and  his  fucceffors,  repeatedly  carried 
oft'  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  into 
flavery,  without  diflin6tion  of  age,  rank,  or 
fex.  Completely  mailers  of  the  kingdom, 
and  in  poflefTion.  of  Buda  the  capital;  if  we 
except  the  royal  title  and  ornaments,  fcarcely 
any  thing  elfe  remained  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.  It  is  only  ninety-tw  o years  fince 
the  expulfion  of  the  Turks  from  the  city 
where  I am  now  writing ; Charles  the  Fifth, 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  at  the  head  of  the  Impe- 
rial forces,  having  entered  it  at  the  Breach, 
in  1686,  after  a long  and  defperate  re- 
fiftance. 

To  the  Ottoman  devaftations,  fucceeded 
the  oppreflive  tyranny  of  Leopold  and  of 
Jofeph  the  Firfl,  fcarcely  lefs  deftru6tive,  or 
lels  fanguinary.  Perpetual  infurre6tions,  and 
attempts  at  emancipation,  were  repreffed 
under  thofe  Princes,  with  all  the  feverity  of 
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arbitrary  power.  The  fcaffold  of  Eperles,  a 
town  of  Upper  Hungary,  continued  for 
many  months  at  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  century,  to  exhibit  a fcene  of  blood 
the  moft  revolting  to  human  nature,  and 
which  has  no  parallel  in  modern  hihory. 
Scarcely  have  two  beneficent  reigns  of  near 
fourfcore  years,  clofed  thofe  wounds.  A great 
length  of  time,  and  a wife  adminiltration, 
fufiained  by  the  judicious  encouragement  of 
induftry,  arts,  and  manufactures,  can  alone, 
by  their  united  operation,  reftore  Hungary 
to  its  juft  rank  in  the  fcale  of  nations. 

Buda  prefents  at  this  time  many  curious 
monuments  of  the  Mahometant  tafte,  as  well 
as  fuperftition.  In  the  lower  town,  on  the 
very  edge  of  the  Danube,  ftands  a mofque, 
with  its  minaret,  in  perfeft  prefervation, 
which  is  now  converted  into  a manufa8ory 
of  falt-petre.  Though  defaced  b}^  time  and 
negle^U  it  conveys  no  unfavorable  idea  of 
Turkllh  archite6furc.  Its  figure  is  an  ocfagon, 
and  it  conltituted  the  principal  religious  edi- 
fice of  the  city,  while  Buda  w’as  under  the 
Ottoman  yoke.  But  the  hot  baths,  from 

K)  ■ which. 

♦ ' 


COURT  OF  BERLIN,  ETC.  377 

which  I am  juft  returned,  are  a ftill  more 
amufing  ^obje6t  of  infpe6lion.  It  was  im- 
poiftble  not  to  recollect,  while  confidering 
them,  the  defcription  given  byLady  Wortley 
Montague,  of  the^baths  of  Sophia.  Men, 
women,  and  children  were  bathing  promif- 
cuoiifty,  or  lying  round  the  bafon,  ftretched 
in  a variety  of  attitudes.  Tiie  females, 
though  not  altogether  naked,  were'  nearly 
in  that  ftate,  and  the  greater  part  excited 
no  fentimcnt  except  difguft.  I fa\v,  never* 
thelefs,  among  them,  one  or  two  tolerably 
pretty  figures,  occupied  in  combing  each 
other’s  hair. 

The  Turks  while  in  pofteffion  of  Buda, 
during  near  a hundred  and  fifty  years,  feem 
to  have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  coii- 
ftru6tion  and  prefervation  of  the  public  baths. 
I'hey  are  fpacious,  and  ftill  form  a principal 
recreation  of  the  inhabitants,  who  pafs  many 
hoars  almoft  every  day,  either  in  bathinir* 
or  indolently  reclined  on  the  fides  of  the 
bafon.  Tile  heat  is,  neverthelefs,  fo  great, 
occafioned  by  the  vapor  which  ariles  from  the 
water,  that  it  is  fcarcely  fupportable  beyond  a 
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few  minutes.  Every  part  of  the  building 
is  compofed  of  ftone,  the  vaulted  roof  being 
perforated  with  holes,  in  order  to  admit  the 
light.  The  water,  which  pours  continually 
into  the  bath,  through  two  or  more  channels, 
is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  mineral  quali- 
ties. Though  the  price  paid  for  bathing  by 
the  common  people,  which  is  only  about  a 
halfper/ny,  cannot  exclude  .even  the  loweft 
vulgar,  yet  no  diffolution  of  manners  is  found 
to  arile  from  fuch  a promifcuous  concourfe 
of  both  lexes,  in  a Hate  approaching  to 
nudity.  The  baths  in  the  Rulcian  or  Scla- 
vonian  fuburb,  are  flill  hotter  than  thofe  in 
the  Hungarian  town.  Both  merit  peculiar 
attention,  as  being,  I believe,  the  only  edi- 
fices of  the  kind  that  exift  in  Europe,  which 
have  been  conftru6ied  by  the  Turks,  beyond 
the  ai^iual  limits  of  the  Ottoman  dominions. 

Every  country  has  had  its  periods  of  com- 
parative felicity,  glory,  and  tranquillity. 
The  golden  age  of  Hungary,  was  unquef- 
tionably  the  reign  of  Matthias  Corvinus, 
in  the  fifteenth  century  ; when  Buda,  one 
of  the  moft  poliflied  and  civilized  capitals 

in 
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in  the  world,  the  leat  of  arts  and  letters, 
mightlook  down  with  contempt  upon  Vienna, 
The  Emperor  Frederic  the  Third,  driven 
from  that  city,  and  reduced  to  wander  igno- 
minioufly  over  Germany,  beheld  his  Palace 
occupied  by  Matthias  Corvinus  ; w’ho  little* 
imagined  that  the  Floufe  of  Auftria,  from 
fuch  a ftate  of  deprefiion,  Avould  fo  foon- 
emerge  into  power  and  prol*perity.  But, 
with  their  independence,  the  Hungarians 
loft  their  political  pre-eminence  ; and  Buda, 
like  Prague,  abandoned  by  its  Princes,  fuc- 
ceffively  funk  into  the  deferted  capital  of  a 
Turkifli,  'or  an  Auftrian  province.  The 
Ardiduchefs  Chriftina  and  her  hufband, 
rarely  or  never  vifit  it : when  they  are  not 
at  Viehna,  they  relide  at  Prelburg,  where 
the  infighia  of  the  crown  are  alw'ays  pre- 
ferved.  Yet,  the  fuperb  lituation  of  Buda, 
in 'the  center  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  local 
beauties,  as  well  as  advantages  of  its  pofition, 
might  well  challenge  the  preference.  To- 
morrow I {hall  continue  my  journey  towards 
Sch'emnitz,  on  a vifit  to  the  Hungarian 
Mines. 
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Joimieij  from  Buda  to  the  Mines  at  Schemnlfz, 
— Mines  of  Crernnitz. — Prejburg. — The  Caf 
He, — State  of  Public  Affairs  at  Vienna, 

Vienna,  16th,  1778. 

XT  is  full  feventy  miles  north  frem  Buda  to 
the  mines  of  Schemnitz,  through  a wild, 
mountainous,  and  in  many  parts  an  almoft 
uninhabited  country.  The  peafants,  male 
and  female,  partake  of  the  rudenefs  of  the 
Ibil,  and  appear  to  be  in  a Rate  of  penury, 
or  rather  of  mlfery.  Few  of  the  women 
had  any  covering  below  the  knee,  except 
boots ; while  the  men  were  wrapt  in  black 
Rieep  ikins,  w ith  the  wool  outward.  Even 
the  poftillions  who  drove  us,  had  no  other 
covering ; and  their  long  mouftachiog,  added 
to  their  fur  bonnets,  gave  them  the  appear- 
iince  of  Tartars,  more  than  of  Europeans. 
I’lie  town  of  Schemnitz,  w here  I pafled  three 
days,  in  order  to  vifit  the  mines,  ftands  in  a 

valley 
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valley  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  lofty  hills; 
and  may  be  faid  to  impend  over  a hollow 
abyfs,  the  ground  oh  which  it  is  built,  being 
every  where  excavated  or  undermined.  Even 
in  the  midft  ol'  the  principal  market  place, 
"there  are  fhafts  or  openings,  by  which  one 
may  immediately'  defeend  many  hundred 
fathoms  into  the  earth. 

Having  put  on  a miner’s  drefs  and  bonnet, 
preparations  w hich  are  indifpenfable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  water  that  every  where  oozes, 
or ‘drips  through  the  filfures  of  the  mines  ; 
I entered  them,  not  as  1 had  done  in  Sweden, 
where  I was  let  down  in  a bucket,  but  by 
means  of  ladders  that  conduct  from  one  fub- 
terranean  gallery  to  another,  through  paf- 
fages  fo  narrow’  as  fcarcely  to  admit  a lingle 
perfon  at  a time.  Four  little  boys  attended, 
holding,  lamps.  In  proportion  as  we  de- 
feended  lower  into  the  earth,  the  heaXt  per- 
ceptibly increafed,  ^till  it  became,  in  fome 
places,  almoft  too  clofe  or  fuflfocating  for 
refpiration. . Though  it  was  fcarcely  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  when  we  entered  tlie 
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mine,  we  did  not  arrive  before  eleven,  at 
“ tlie  gallery  of  the  Emperor  Francis fo 
called  from  ita  having  been  conftruclcd  un- 
der tliat  Princess  reign.  Here  I found  mylelf 
full  fifteen  hundred  feet  under  the  opening 
of  the  higheft  (haft.  This  ftupendous  cata- 
comb or  gallery,  which  extends  in  length 
near  lixty  thoufand  feet,  or  more  than  feven 
.Engliih  miles,  has  coft  the  itate  immenfe 
fums  to  make,  as  well  as  to  repair  and  main- 
tain ; the  incumbent  earth  being  every  where 
fupported  by  beams  of  wood,  frequently 
placed  double  and  triple.  Some  hundred 
thoufand  florins  are  annually  expended* for 
the  purpofe.  Below  the  Emperor  Francises 
gallery,  there  are  two  other  itories,  the  deepeft 
of  which  is  three  hundred  feet  beneath ; but, 
as  they  contained  no  particular  obje6t  of 
curiofity,  we  declined  vifiting  them.  In  no 
part  does  the  interior  of  the  mine  open  into 
caverns  or  chambers  of  confiderable  fize ; 
the  largeft  which  I faw,  being  fcarcely  capa- 
ble of  containing  forty  perforisi.a  point  of 
comparifon  in  which  they  are  very  inferior 
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RS  obje6is  of  graiKleur  or  admiration,  to  the 
mines  of  Danniora  in  Sweden. 

Though  gold,  hlver,  copper,  and  lead, 
are  all  found  in  the  mines  of  Schemnitz, 
the  laft  mentioned  forms  in  point  of  cpian- 
tity,  the  predominant  metal.  Their  original 
difcovery  is  almolt  loft  in  the  barbarilm  and 
obfcurity  of  the  middle  ages ; but,  it  is 
indifputable  that  they  have  been  \vorked 
for  eleven  hundred  years.  At  this  time  they 
find  employment  for  near  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
different  departments  or  procefies.  An 
admirable  police  is  maintained  ; no  criminal 
or  malefa6lor  being  ever  font  there,  and  no 
female  permitted  even  to  enter  the  mines. 
Unlike  thofe  of  Dalecarlia,  Carniola,  and 
many  others  in  various  parts  of  Europe, 
which  are  a fort  of  fubterranean  colonies, 
the  workmen  at  Schemnitz  never  fleep  below. 
After  fix,  eight,  or  twelve  hours  of  labour, 
they  remount,  and  are  relieved  by  others. 
The  Turks,  w'ho  were  fo  long  fovercigns  and 
mafters  of  the  far  greater  part  of  Hungary, 


never 


384  MEMOIRS  OF  THE 

never  tdok  poireffion  of  Schemnitz,  though 
they  penetrated  to  a village  only  two  miles 
diftanf.  Content  with  exa6ting  an  annual 
tribute  of  fome  thoufand  florins,  they  indo- 
lently abandoned  the  produce  of  the  mines 
to  the  Auftrian  Princes. 

Notiiing  can  be  fo  precarious,  fluctuating, 
and  incapable  of  calculation,  as  the  annual 
profits  derived  from  them  to  the  Crown ; 
becaufe,  at  moments  when  the  veins  of  ore 
are  moft  abundant,  they  fiiddenly  difappear, 
and  frequently  deceive  or  difappoint  the  ex- 
.peCtation  of  the  moft  experienced  miners. 
About  twenty-three  years  ago,  juft  before  the 
commencement  of  the  great  w ar  of  1 7 56, 
they  yielded  fo  little,  .that  it  became  aquef- 
tion,  when  all  the  expences  attending  them 
were  defrayed,  whether  the  Einprefs  Queen 
w'as  a gainer  or  a lofer.  But,  precifely  at  that 
lime,  when  fhe  flood  moft  in  need  of  pecuniary 
aid,  the  workmen  difeovered  veins  fo  rich 
and  prodii6iive,  that  during  fome  years  the 
gains  were  prodigious,  amounting  annually 

to  fevcral  millions  of  florins.  They  ha’se 
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fince  been  griidually  climiniftiing,  though  by 
no  means  to  fo  reduced  a degree  as  they 
were  in  1756.  At  prefent  they  continue  to 
be  highly  prolitable;  and  belides  employing 
fiich  numbers  of  people,  bring  in  a con- 
iiderable  revenue  to  Maria  Therefa.  The 
Baron  de  Seeberg,  a Tranfylvanian  gentle- 
man, who  is  one  of  the  Intendants,  accom- 
panied us  through  the  mines,  and  furnilhed 
me  with  the  moll;  futisfa6lory*  information 
rcfpe6ting  them. 

Dire6ting  my  courfe  to  Cremnitz,  which 
is  near  twenty  miles  north,  and  at  no  very 
conliderable  diftance  from  the  foot  of  the 
Carpathian  mountains,  that  divide  Hungary 
and  Poland,  I arrived  there  in  a few  hours. 
The  mines  of  Cremnitz  produce  only  gold 
and  lilver  excluhvely;  neither  iron,  lead,  nor 
copper,  being  found  in  them.  .They  fall  far 
Aiort  of  Schemnitz  in  magnitude,  as  well  as  in 
value  and  importance;  only  about  eighteen 
hundred  perfons  being  conftantly  occupied 
in  the  various  departments ; and  of  foven 
mines  which  are  worked  at  this  time,  two 

VOL.  I.  C c * alone 
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alone  produce  any  confiderablc  profit.  I 
was  let  down  into  the  mine  of  St.  Matthias, 
one  of  the  deepeft,  fituate  about  a mile 
. from  the  town.  Having  been  placed  on  a 
fort  of  leathern  feat,  faftened  to  an  iron 
chain,  -in  twelve  minutes  I found  myfelf  at 
the  bottom ; diirinj;  which  time  I had  de« 
feended  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  Eng- 
lilli  feet.  I was  afterwards  draw  n up  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  fenfation  is  rather  plcaf- 
ing  than  difagreeable,  as  the  confeioufnefs 
of  being  thus  fufpended  over  a dark  abyfs, 
is  accompanied  with  a convi6lion  of  the 
abfence  of  all  real  danger.  I traverfed  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  mine,  fometimes 
walking,  at  others  crawling  on  my  hands 
and  knees,  or  defeending  from  gallery  to 
gallery,  by  means  of  ladders.  The  heat 
was  more  oppreflive  than  at  Schemiiltz  ; 
but  the  palliiges  were  dry,  whereas  in  the 
former,  water  oozed  or  poured  down  in 
almolt  e^  erv  part  of  the  mine.  Here  I had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  two  fpecies  of 
gold  ore,  the  pale  and  the  red,  which  lay 

• fcattered 
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fcattered  in  heaps.  The  produce  is  how- . 
ever,  if  poilible,  IHII  more  precarious  than 
at  Schemnitz.  Two  years  ago,  after  every 
cxpence  defrayed,  they  yielded,  about  eigh- 
teen* thoufand  pounds  ilerling ; laft  year, 
only  feven  thoufand  entered  the  Imperial 
treafurv,  free  of  deductions.  No  certain 
calculations  can  be  nvade  on  that  he-ad. 

It  is  near  a hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  Cremnitz  to  Freiburg,  through  a very 
beautiful  and  romantic,  as  well  as  populous 
part  of  Hungary.  Inferior  to  Buda  in 
population  and  extent,  Freiburg  is  more 
compact,  and  the  buildings  arc  more  mo- 
dern. On  a very  fteep  hill,  at  the  extremity 
of  the  city,  overhanging  the  Danube,  is  built 
the  Caltle,  which  forms  the  ordinary  rell- 
dence  of  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen,  and  the 
Archduchefs  Chrillina,  Governors  of  the 
kingdom.  The  apartments  command  an  ex- 
tenliveview  over  the  vail  plains  of  Huniiary 
and  Aultria:  even  Vienna  niav  be  defcried,  -at 

V . , 

the  diftance  of  near  five  and  twenty  miles. 
Below  liows  the  river,  divided  into  feveral 

c c 2 channels, 
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channels,  and  enclofing  .a  number,  of  fmall 
iflands,  covered  with  wood.  r 

dn  one  of  the  turrets  of  tlie  Cable,'  arc 
preferved  the  Crown  and  royal  ornaments. 
So  jealous  are  the.  Hungarians  of  their  pre- 
• fervation,  that  they  cannot  be  Ihewn  to  any 
jperfon,unlefs  upon  producing  a Avritten  order 
from  the  Emprefs  Queen  herfelf.  Even  then, 
a' deputation  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  mult 
attend,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe.  >'«o  Euro- 
pean nation  has  manifefted  a more  tenacious 
and  inflexible  fpirit  of  indepeiidciice,  than 
the  Humrarian.  None  has  made  moredef- 
perate,  though  often  inefteftual  efforts,  to 
emancipate  themfclves  from  oppreflion,  or  to 
maintain  their,  political  freedom.  This  re- 
mark muft  neverthelefs  be  underftood  of  the 
nobility  only;  for  the  people  at  large  are 
equally  llrangers  to  the  theory,  and  to  the 
praaical  benefits  of  liberty.  It  is  by  a ju- 
dicious conceflion,  not  only  to  the  rights  of 
the  nobles,  but  to  their  prejudices  and 
national  cufloms,  that  Maria  Therefa,  during' 
more  than  leven  and  thirty  years,  has  main- 

»■  V 
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tamed  lier  inHuence  over  them  uiidiiiiimllied. 

4 

III  the  Hungarian  loyalty,  when  driven  from 
Vienna  at  the  commencement  of  her  reign, 
die  found' the. fureii and  belt  fupport  of  her' 
tottering  crowns.  1 could  not  liirvey  the 
great  hall  .of  the  Cahld  of'Preiburg,  without, 
recollecting  that  it  was  ithe  Ibene  where,  the 
Nobles  unanimoully  drew  their  fabres,  ex- 
claiming, “ Our  lives  arid  our  blood  for  your 
“ Mujefty!!’^  Neither  ancient  nor  modern 
Hiftory  ;,prefeiits  any  event  more  afieCting,; 
or' productive  of  more  important  cpnfe- 
(jiieiices-  - 

_ In  my  way  to  Vienna,  about  three  leagues 
from 'Preiburg,  I viewed  the  remains  of  the 
Roman  colony  or  Itation  of  Carnuntum,  con- 
firucted  by  them  oiij  the  fouthern  bank  of 
the  Danube,  in  ofder  to  rcprefs  the  inroads 
of  the  Quad!  and  Marcomanui.  . Mounds  of 
earth,  and  one  very  decayed  gateway  of 
Roman  workmanihip,  mark  the  fpoit.  I 
palled  over  the  ground  upon  which  Itooil  the 
camp  of  Cara  Muftapha  in  1683,  when  he 
beiiegerl  • Abcnna.  It  covered  more  than 
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^wo  leagues  in  extent,  and  tradition  points 
out  the  precife  place  where  the  Vizier’s  tent  w'as 
erected.  His  ignorance,  temerity,  and  avarice, 
faved  the  Auitrian  capital,  by  allowing  John 
Sohielki  time  to  come  to  its  relief,  after  it  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  Emperor  Leopold. 

I find  the^  political  afpex't  of  aiVairs  no  way 
materially  changed  lince  mv  departure  from 
this  city ; and  war  Hill  impends,  though  it 
is  not  achially  begun.  The  great  Auitrian 

army  is  afifembled  in  Bohemia  : and  the 

*/  ^ 

Emperor,  who  remains  at  Prague,  is  occu- 
pied in  accelerating  its  motions.  Iwederic 
is  in  Silelia,  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  ac- 
companied by  his  two  nephew^s,  the  Prince 
Royal,  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Bninf- 
wic.  The  Ele6ior  Palatine  continues  to 
preferve  a pacific  and  inglorious  neutrality, 
while  Saxon}^  is  armed  and  zealous  in  the 
Prulfian  caufe.  It  is  pretended  that  ne- 
gotiations are  again  opened  between  Jofeph 
and  the  King,  for  adjufiing  the  j>oints  in 
conteft.  But,  if  fucli  be  the  facl,  we  ars 
here  in  total  ignorance  of  tlieir  nature, 

progref»» 
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■ progreft,  or  probable  refult.  The  Empref>i 
Queen  is  already  gone  ta;  the  palace  of 
Schonbrun,  M'here  Ibe  may  indulge  her 
emotions  in  folitude,  undiitiirbed.  Vienna  , 
' itlelf  has  loll  much  of  its  gaiety,  from  the 
abl’ence  of  fo  many  oHioers  employed  on 
' military  fervice.  In  a few  days  I thall 
probably  fet  out  for  Poland ; all  means  of 
paflmg  through  Bohemia  being  fufpended 
by  the  circuniltances  of  the  prefent  crilis. 
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Journey  through  Moravia  to  Cracow  —A fpe cl  of 


— State  of  Poland  in  1.778. — Enterprize 
< of  Chofij,  ^and  his  Defence  of  the  Cajile  of 
Cracow. — Salt  Mines  of  VLclicza. 


ITER  a ftay  of  near  lix  months  at 


Vienna,  I left  it  on  the  24th  of  May, 
and  reached  Olmutz  the  following  evening. 
Tliat  city,  the  capital  of  Moravia,  prefcnted 
an  interefting  and  animated  fcene,  full  of 
troops,  and  prepared  againlt  attack.  Every 
j)recaiition  has  been  taken  for  its  fecuritj", 
in  cafe  of  a fiege.  All  the  convents  are 
converted  into  magazines  or  barracks  ; the 
iiniverlity  is  removed  to  Brinn,  and  the  or- 
dinary garrifon  is  conliderably  augmented. 
I walked  round  the  place  without  the  walls, 
as  it  is  not  permitted  to  mount  the  ramparts ; 
and  I am  not  furprized  ^at  the  long  rehft- 


that  Citjj,  —^Palacesi — Ruinous  ■ Condition  of 
Cracow. -^Polijh  Drefs.  — Marriage  ‘Fejiivi- 


Ck.acovv,  June  3d,  1778. 
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xince  M'lilch  it  made,  or  at  the  final  repulfe 
that  Frederic  experienced  before  it,  when  he 
befieged  Olmutz  in  1758,  juft  twenty  years 
airo.  The  river  Moran,  too'cther  with 
feveral  other  flreams  that  unite  nqar  the 
w'alLs,  form  lb  continued  a morafs  round  the 
town,  as  to  render  ail  regular  advances  dif- 
ficult, How,  and  hazi^rdous.  Prince  Albert 
of  Saxony  mid  Marihal  Haddick^  who  have 
under  their  cQmmand  . a numerous  army, 
will  probably  protect  Olmutz  agaii)ft  any 
fimilar  attempt  during  the  prefent  fummer. 

Continuing  my  journey  through  Aullrian 
Silelia,  I arrived  at  Tefchen,  a miferable 
town ; from  wlience  I had  only  eight  leagues 
to  Biliitz,  w'hich,  previous  to  the  late  parti- 
tion of  Poland,  formed  the  limit  of  the 
Emprefs  Queen  s dominions.  The  country, 
rich,  fertil^,  and  populous,  formed  aftriking 
contraft  to  the  towns,  in  which  every  fpecies 
of  poverty  and  wretched nefs  feemed  to  re- 
fide.  , 1 eroded,-  beyond  Tefchen,  the  river 
Viftula,  tlujre  a Ihullow'  torrent,  i'c^rcely 
twelve  miles  from  its  fource  in  the  Carpa- 
thian 
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thian  niounl'ciins  . 00*1  i;rrrr  I'M-iiiQ:  (i*-uv,  = I 
for  f(‘vcral  luv-ir?  at  Bi'litz,  I M*.  • t:n- 

poiTtil  Poland,  bolore  tlie  pai'tltfdn  o*'  1772, 
the  Palatinate  of  Cracow  extended  lo  rho 
fmntier  of  Aufinari  Siltdia  ; l)n(,  fine  ’ i iuit 
memorable  event,  Marhi  Therei'a’s  d en- 
Tiioas  are  pullied  to  the  ed^e  o^'the  v if  ‘ 
and  to  the  fn})urbs  of  Cracow  ItfelF.  1 nad 
flattered  mvfelf  with  reachinix  that  citv% 
'the  evening  of  the  fame  day  on  which 
I left  Billitz,  the  dillance  hetwc('n  the  two 
places  being  only  fixh'-fix  miles  : but, 
alx>nt  two  letigiies  from  Cracow,  the  horfcs 
having  tired,  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  the 
night  in  a wood.  A peafant,  after  foine 
hours,  relieved  us  from  onr  embarradment, 
and  I arrived  early  next  morning,  the  30th 
of  May,  on  the  foiithern  hank  of  the  Mftiila, 
oppohte  to  Cracow,  CrolTing  the  river  over 
a loofe  floating  raft,  as  it  might  more  pro- 
perly be  termed  than  a bridge ; after  a 
fatiguing  journey  from  Olmutz,  I gladly 
found  inyfelf  in  a tolerable  houfe,  kept 
by  a Frenchman,  on  the  great  fquare  of 

the 
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the  ancient  capital  of  this  dilmcmbered 
kingdom. 

Cracow  cannot  be  vilited  by  n ftranger, 
without  exciting  at  every  ftep,  emotions 
of  mingled  compallion  and  indignation 
pity,  on  contemplating  the  fallen  ftate  of  a 
city  once  flourilhing,  populous,  and  cele- 
brated ; now  ruinous  and  deferted  : indig- 
nation, when  we  reflect  on  the  abje6t  flate 
to  which  a country  is  reduced,  where  pub- 
lic fpirit  is  extinct,  the  Crown  degraded, 
the  Nobility  endaved,  or  driven  to  wander 
in  exile,  and  its  faireft  provinces  divided 
among  foreign  Powers.  On  entering  Cra- 
cow, every  obje6t  prefen l-exl  the  image  of 
defolation.  Houfes,  uninhabited  and  tum- 
bling into  ruin,  as  if  recently  facked  or 
abandoned  by  an  enemy,  ftriick  me  on  all 
tides.  Even  in  the  moft  frequented  ftreets, 
many  of  the  fineft  buildings  are  falling  to 
d(‘cay.  The  Caftle,  which  once  conftituted 
the  royal  refidence  of  the  Polifli  Kings,  built 
on  an  eminence  at  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  city,  partakes  of  the  general  de- 

ftniction. 
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limwiun.  In  the  apartments,  which  now 
begin  to  admit  the  inclemencies  of  the. 
withers  are  itill  to  be  leen  the  devices  and 
cyphers  of.  ^the  Sovereigns  of  the  family  of 
V Yafii^’*  who  ‘governed  Poland  for  more 
than  eighty  years,  during  the  laft  and  the 
preceding  century.  The  * walls,  as  well  as 
rooms>  bear  melancholy  teftimony  to  the 
actual  calamities  of  the  coyntry.  They  are 
full  of  the  marks  ofdhot  and  cannon  balls, 
tlifeharged  againft  the  Caftle,  when  Cracow' 
was  bell eged  by  the  Ruflians,  only  ten  years 
ago.  General  Apraxin,  after  a defperatc 
rc‘hllance,  entered  it  by  florm  in  Angult 
1768,  putting  to  the  fword  all  w'ho  Oppofed 
him.  From  the  hill  on  which  it  Hands, 
the  .view  is  beautiful,  commanding  the  city, 
the  courfe  of  the  Viitula,  and  tlie  country 
to  a great  difrance,  bounded  towards  Hun- 
gary by  the  Carpathian  monntains,  whole 
fummits  are  white  with  lhow,or  l6lt  in  the 
clouds. 

, Within  the  Avails  of  the  Caftle,  clofe  to 
that, part  of  it  wliicli  may  be  denominated 

the 
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the  Palace,  (lands  tlie  cathedral,  where  ro- 
pole  the  bodies  of  the  various  Kings  of  P(>- 
land,from  Sigifmund  the’Firtl,  of  tlie  iiiicof 
Jasreiion,  in  the  hxteenth  centiirv,  dotvn  to 
Aiiguilus  the  Second  of  Saxony  iiicluii'veh% 
who  died  in  1733*  John  Sobiefhi  is  among 
the  number;  but,  to  niy  afloiiiiliment,  he  has 
no  monument  erected  to  his  memory.'  A lx)ut 
a mile  out  of  Cracow,,  to  the  north,  is  Jilce- 
wile  another  palace,  w liich,  though  how  in 
a (late  of  total  dilapidation,  bears  the  marks 
of  former  I'plendor.  In  the  gaj’dens,  w'hich 
are  converted  to  purpofes  of  hulbandTv, 
and  covered  with  grain,  a Tumulus,  thrown 
up  more  than  four  hundred  years  ago,  by 
Calimir  the  Great,  King  of  Poland,  at- 
tracted my  attention.  It  is  defigned  to 
commemorate  the  fpot.  where  his  miftrefs 
is  buried.  She  was  a Jewefs,  narhed  Efther; 
and  fuch  w'ere  her  pcrfonal  charms,  as  well  as 
her  afeendant  over  the  King,  that  to  thefe 
circumftances  her  countrymen  are  faid  to 
have  been  eminently  indebted  for  the  im- 
munities civil  and  political,  which  Cahmir 
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beftowed  on  them,  and  which  to  this  daj 
they  enjoy  in  Poland. 

Tlie  effects  of  national  barbarifm,  no 
lefs  than  of  political  humiliation,  perpe- 
tually imprefs  the  miiid,  on  furveying  the 
afpe6i  of  the  city  from  which  I am  writ- 
ing. ' Till  within  the  laft  two  years,  it  was 
not  wholly  paved ; and  nothing  can  be  fo 
execrable  as  the  prefent  paving,  which 
fcarcely  indeed  deferves  the  name.  There 
is  not  a lingle  lamp  in  the  place.  No 
precautions  are  uled  to  cleanfe  the  ftreets, 
which  of  courfc  become  infectious  in  fum- 
' mer,  and  almoft  impalTable  in  winter. 

N 

Spouts  projecting  from  every  houfe,  inun- 
date the  palTengcr  whenever  it  rains.  The 
bridge  laid  acrofs  the  Villula,  is  only  a 
collection  of  planks,  floating  on  the  ftream ; 
over  Avhich  a waggon  fcarcely  ventures  to 
pafs.  I vifited  the  Univerfity  yefterday, 
which  is  mean,  ruinous,  and  deltitute  of 
every  thing  requihte  for  the  education  or 
' inftruCtion  of  youth.  The  arfenal  is  con- 
verted into  a liable ; and  the  population  of 

Cracow 
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Cracow  has  diniinllhcd  in  projiortion  with  It5 
grandeur.  On  numbering  the  inhabitants.* 
little  time  ago,  they  were  t’oimd  to  fall  fliort 
of  ten  thoufand,  among  which  are  included' 
u great  proportion  of  beggars,  or  perlbns  in 
the  laft  ftage  of  wretcliediads.  The  town  of 
Calimir,  which  is  a fort  of  delerted  fuburb, 
ftill  more  miferable  than  the  city  to  whicli  it 
is  joined,  may  contain  likewife,  it  is  fuppofed, 
about  live  thoufand  perfbns,  principally  Jews; 
no  individual  of  that  nation  being  permitted 
to  reiide  in  Cracow.  If  we  eftimatc  the 
whole  number  of  people  at  fiftecTi  thoufand, 

. we  lhall  rather  exceed,  than  fall  Ihort  of  the 
truth.  Yet,  this  was  the  ancient  metropo- 
lis, and  is  ftill  accounted  the  fecond  city  of 
Poland  in  fize,  population,  and  extent. 

Tlie  Polilh  drefs  continues  here  to  bo 
much  worn  by  pedbns  of  every  rank, 
though  it  infenlibly  and  annually  becomes 
lefs  univerlkl.  At  V/arfaw,  I am  allured  that 
it  is  in  a great  meafure  already  fupplanted 
by  the  German  modes  and  manners.  Thera 

is 
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is  Ibmetliing  martial,  rude,  and.  characterllHc 
kn  the  Poliih  habit,  which.  no  means 
difpleafes.  It  breaks  that  tame*  and  inlipid 
uniformity  of  external  appearance,  which, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prelent  century,  has 
almoh:  entirely  fupplanted  the  ancient  na- 
tional difiinciions  of  drefs  throughout  Eu- 
rope. The  Portugueze,  the  Rufiian,  and  the 
Neapolitan  of  condition,  are  now  no  longer 
diltinguilliable  from  each  other;  and  ah  the 
former  originality  of  garb,  which  difcrimi- 
nated  one  nation  from  another,  is  extinbl. 
The  Poles  alone,  who  have  furvived  their  in- 
dependence, have  neverthelefs  tenacioully 
preferved  their  former  habit,  which  hitherto 
the  RulTlans  have  not  attempied  to  compel 
them  to  renounce.  A “ Piaft,"'  or  gentleman, 
thus  clothed,  prefents  a Itriking  contrail  to 
thofe  of  every  other  country.  His  head,  which 
he  lhaves,  is  covered  with  a large  fur  bonnet. 
He  w'cars  a fort  of  hulTaPs  drefs,  with  long 
hanging  lleeves,  a fibre  that  reaches  to  th« 
ground,  and  boots.  His  enormous  Moiif* 
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tachios  complete  the.  fierce  fingularlty  qt 
his  figure,  and  remind  us  of  his  Sarmatian 
origin. 

I was  a witnefs,  two  days  ago,  in  a cottage 
not  far  from  this  city,  to  the  revelry  and 
feftivity  obferved  on'  the  'marriage  of  two 
Polhh  peal'ants.  .The  bridegroom  was  a 
tall,  handfome*  young  man ; • and  the  in- 
tended bride,  though  not  beautiful,  might 
be  termed  very  agreeable  in , 'her  perfon. 
She  wore  a jacket  laced  with  gold,  which 
fitted  exactly  to  her  fliape and  while  it 
modeftly  concealed  her  neck,  betrayed  the 
formation  of  he'r  figure.  Her  hair,  parted 
on  the  crown  of  her  head,  was  ornamented 
Mithacap,  compofed  of  gold  thread,  and 
a garland  of  flowera.  Behind,  her  hair, 
in  great  quantity,  fell  down  her  back, 
braided  with  rofe-coloured  ribands.  When 
I came  into  the  room,  it  was  filled  with 
peafants  of  both  fexes,  half  intoxicated. 
.The  young  bride  fupported  herfelf  againft 
the  wall,  while  her  lover,  quite  unreitrained 
by  the  prefence  of  fo'many  fpeclators,  paid 
VOL.  I.  Do'  his 
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his  court  to  her  by  every  teftiinony  of 
druUkcn  and  favage  pleafure.  He  leaned 
againft  her,  howling,  whiflling,  linging,  and 
hallooing  by  turns  in  her  ear.  From  time 
to  time,  he  prefented  her  glafles  of  beer, 
which  fhe  never  refufed.  But,  when  he 
attempted  to  take  liberties  w ith  her  jx^rfon, 
fhe  affected  to  oppofe  his  carelTes,  and  to 
repulfe  his  freedom.  At  a little  diftance  was 
feated  the  bride's  mother,  in  a pleafing  ftate 
of  partial  inebriation,  regarding  attentively 
the  two  lovers.  Round  them  were  feveral 
young  men,  who  attended  on  the  bride- 
groom ; and  fix  PoliQi  girls  in  waiting  on 
the  bride.  Thefe  females  were  drefied  ex- 
a6lly  like  her,  having  circlets . of  flowers 
about  their  heads,  and  feveral  rows  of  coral 
round  their  necks.  In  the  adjoining  room, 
a number  of  pealiints,  male  and  female,  w ere 
engaged  in  dancing.  The  men  wear  enor- 
mous boots,  fortified  with  iron  heels,  which 
they  ftrike  continually  againft  each  other. 
It  formed  altogether  a moft  entertaining 
exhibition  of  barbarous  mirth. 


Such 
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Such  is  the  abjeft  and  f’ubjefted  condi- 
tion of  this  city,  that  even  its  internal  pro- 
tection and  police  are  not  entruhed  to  the- 
Poles.  Catharine  the  Second,  ^vho  placed 
Stanillaus  on  the  throne,  not  only  maintains 
him  in  it,  but  extends  her  maternal  care  to 
every  part  of  his  remaining  dominions. 
Her  troops,  to  the  number  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  are  quartered  in  Cracow, 
and  fubliited  at  the  expence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Nearly  as  many  more,  of  whom  a 
tliird  part  are  Collacks,  dil'perfed  in  the 
furrounding  villages,  awe  the  country,  and 
maintain  the  publick  tranquillity.  On  the 
Southern  bank  of  the  VHlula,  not  a mulket- 
Ihot  diltant  from  the  fuburbs,  where  the 
territories  of  Maria  Therefa  now  commence, 
a guard  of  Aulirian  foldierj  is  llatioiied. 
For,  in  confequence  of  the  late  partition  of 
Poland,  Cracow,  which  previoully  hood  in 

tlie  midft  of  the  Palatinate  of  the  fame 

« 

name,  is  become  a frontier  place,  expofed 
to  hourlv  infults,  whenever  circumftanccs 
may  impel  or  induce  the  Emprefs  Qut.-en 
to  caufe  her  forces  to  advance  further  into 

the 
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the  kingdom.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a 
tenure  more  precarious  than  the  one  by 
which  Stanillaus  continues  to  hold  the  city  ; 
and  over  which,  in  fa6l,  his  fupremacy  is 
merely  nominal.  In  the  fuburb  of  Calimir, 
there  are  Rationed,  it  is  true,  between 
one  and  two  hundred  Poliffi  troops,  who 
are  paid  by  and  in  the  fervice  of  the  lie- 
public^  not  of  the  Cromi  of  Poland.  But 
they  cannot  aft,  except  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  Ruffian  Commander,,  who 
receives  his  inltruftions  from  Catherine's 
Embaffiidor  at  Warfaw,  whofe  pleafure 
is  paramount  to  all  laws,  or  control  of 
any  kind. 

During  my  Ray  here,  I have  had  opportu- 
nities of  enquiring  every  particular,  relative 
to  the  celebrated  enterprize  of  Chariot  and 
Choify,  who,  little  more  than  lix  years  ago, 
furprized  the  Caftle  of  Cracow ; and  after- 
wards maintained  it  for  feveral  months, 
againft  the  whole  Ruffian  force.  Rationed  in 
this  part  of  the  kingdom.  Few  attempts 
of  a fimilar  kind  have  been  more  hardy, 
better  planned,  or  more  fuccefsful.  The 
19  detail. 
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detail,  \vhlch  is  not  .unintereftlng,^  •will  con- 
vey an  idea  of  the  incapacity,  as  ^vell  as 
piifillaniinity,  that  have  diflinguilhed  the 
conduct  of  the  confederate  Poles,  in  all 
their  ill  concerted  attempts  to  lhake  off  the 
Kuilian  yoke,  and  to  emancipate  their  coun- 
try. During  the  inteftine  troubles  and  civil 
wars,  which  delblated  this  unfortunate 
kingdom  for  feveral  years,  fince  the  elec- 
tion of  his  prefent  Majefty  to  the  Crown ; 
he  has  owed  his  proteftion  and  prefervation 
folcly  to  the  Mufcovite  troops  of  his  power- 
ful ally,  Catharine  the  Second.  They  en- 
tered Cracow^,  at  the  Breach,  in  1768; 
and  more  than  fifteen  hundred  w^ere  ftationed 
here  as  a regular  garrifon,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1772.  At  that 
time,  an  army  of  Poles,  confederated  under 
various  leaders,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Court  of  Peterfburg,  having 
approached  the  place,  encamped  fcitrcely  a 
league  off,  higher  up  on  the  Viflula.  In  the 
camp  were  many  French  Officers,  who  had 
either  been  lent  to  aid  the  Confederates  by 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  during  the  time  that 

D D 3 he 


4o6  memoirs  op  the 

he  was  firfl  Minifter  of  France;  or  who, 
deititute  of  occupation  in  time  of  peace, 
had  fought  fortune  and  employment  at  the 
extremity  of  Europe,  among  the  Poles. 

Of  the  number  was  Monfieur  de  Choify, 
a man  whofe  energy  of  mind  rendered  hint 
capable  of  conceiving,  and  his  intrepidity  of 
executing,  the  boldeft  defign.  Having  been 
apprized  that  .the  Ruffians,  ftationed  in  the 
Cadle  of  Cracow,  were  negligent  and  care^ 
lefs  in  their  guard,  he  found  means  to  cor- 
rupt a Polilh  fuller,  who  lived  in  the  for- 
trefs,  and  who  fupplied  the  garrifon  with 
provifions.  Encouraged  by  a promife  of 
reward,  this  man  ofl’ered  to  ahifl:  the  Con- 
ftnlcrat.es  in  fiirprizing  the  Caltle,  and  even 
engaged  to  become  their  guide.  He  ac^ 
qiiaintcd  them,  that  there  was  only  one 
entrance  unguarded,  by  which  they  could 
probably  eflecl;  their  defign  ; which  Mas  a 
common-fewer,  or  necelTary,  that  emptied 
ilfelf  acrofs  the  wall,  on  the  outfide  of  the 
hill.  Tiirough  this  channel,  it  was  there- 
tbre  determined  to  make  the  attempt ; and 
tn  the  day  agreed,  the  futler  facilitated  its 

execution 
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execution  by  giving  an  entertainment,  in 
honor,  ns  he  pretended,  of  the  anniverfary  / 
of  Ills  daughter's  birth.  The  Ruffian  Lieu- 
tenant 'nho  commanded  in  the  fbrtrefs,  wai 
invited  to  the  banquet;  and  after  fome 
hours  of  convivial  fellivity,  was  carried  off 
from  table,  in  a ftate  of  intoxication.  The 
number  of  foldicrs  Rationed  within  the 
Caftle,  did  not  exceed  fifty,  many  of  whom 
were  in  the  fame  condition  with 'their  Com- 
mander, 

' Meanwhile  the  confederate  army  having 
approached  >the-  city,  on  the  fecond  of  Fe- 
bruary 1772  ; Choify,  at  the  head  of  about 
three  imndred  followers,  favoured  by  the 
night,  advanced  along  the  bank  of  the  Vif- 
tula,  unperceived,  quite  under  the  Caftle- 
walls.  In  Choify 's  little  band,  was  a young 
man,  called  Chariot,  a native  of  France, 
who  having  been  reduced,  on  account  of 
his  irregularities,  to  the  neceffity  of  quit- 
ting his  country,  had  joined  the  Poliffi  in- 
furgents.  He  was  felebied  to  conduct  the 
party  deftined  for  the  enterprize ; a com- 
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mifilon  which  he  undertook  with  alacrity. 
Accompanied . by  about ’thirty  volunteers, 
chiefly  French  or  Germans,  he  mounted 
the  hill,  which  is  exceedingly  fteep  at  that 
place;  having  previoufly  taken  the  precau- 
tion of  turning  their  coats  ihfide  out.  Tiiie 
hole  is  ftill  appropriated  to.  the ' fame  ufe  of 
a common-few^er,  and  -has  undergone  no 
alteration,  except  that  over.it  is  now  laid  a 
grating  of  iron.  But,  inftru6ted  by  expe- 
rience, a Ruffian  fentinel  conftantly  mounts 
guard  on  the-  fpot,  to  prevent  any  repetition 
of  the  experiment.  .It  is' indeed,  matter  of 
fu  rprize,  that  fuch  a place  {hould  ever  have 
cfcaped  obfervation.  ’ h ^ r:  i 

■ 'Chariot  having  entered  ’the  fewer  firft, 
li’is  companions  followed  fmgly,  it  not  ad- 
ruitting  more  than  one  abroaft.  After 
wading  for  fome  w'ay,  up  .to  their  armpits, 
tliey  fuccefsfully  efTe6bed  their  object ; and 
as  every  initant  w"as  precious,  they  began  by 
fJifpatching  the  fentinel,  pofted  at  tlie  place 
where  they  emersfed  from  the  fewer.  The 
fuller  having  joined  them,  Chariot,  with 

about 
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about  fifteen  of  his  followers,  haftened  to 
the  Lieutenant’s  apartment,  which  he  en- 
tered fword  in  hand.  Waking  with  the 
noife,  the  Riiffian  ollicer  inltantly  difcharged 
a loaded  piitol  at  him,  the  ball  of  which 
broke  his  thij^h.  He  {taij«:ered  back,  and 
fupported  himfelf  agaiull  the  wah,  while 
his  companions  difpatched  the  Lieutenant. 
They  then  proceeded  to  put  to  the  fword, 
ox  to  fecure,  the  remaining  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon ; while  others,  without  lofmg  a mo- 
ment, opened  a little  poflern  gate,  at  which 
Choify  entered,  with  his  troop  of  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy. 

Being  now  completely  mafters  of  the 
Cadle,  Choify  left  a fmall  number  of  men 
to  guard  it,  and  fallied  out  into  the  city,  at 
the  head  of  the  remainder.  So  admirably 
liad  the  enterprize  been  executed,  and 
w'ith  fo  little  noife  or  diflurbance  was  it 
attended,  that  the  Ruffian  forces  quartered 
in  Cracow',  were  perfectly  unapprehenfive 
of  danger,  as  well  as  unprej^ared  for  refill- 
ance.  According  to  the  plan  concerted 
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be  tween  Choirv  and  the  Chiefa  of  the  con- 
federate  Poles,  it  was  fettled^  that  as  foon 
as  he  had  g‘ot  entire  polfehloii  of  the  fort  refs, 
he  dtonld  without  delay  attack  the  Miifco- 
'Vite  feldiery  polted  in  the  town.  On  their 
part,  the  Confederates  en^ged  to  make 
themfelves  inalters  of  two  gates,  than  w'hich 
nothing  could  be  more  eafy ; and  to  fall 
u[K>n  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  who  would 
thus  have  been  cnclofed  between  two  fires. 

• Clioily  fiillilled  his  part  of  the  agree- 
ment w’ith  equal  punctuality  and  fuccefs. 
hie  even  advanced  with  fo  much  filence 
and  fecrc('\’,  through  the  ftreets  of  Cracow^, 
that  he  got  within  fifty  paces  of  the  grand 
«'uard,  before  he  was  either  perceived  or 
difrovered.  The  Ruffians  then  beat  to  arms, 
and  re[>idUxl  his  little  troop.  Under  thefe 
circumhances,  totally  unfupported,  he  ne- 
ve rihelefs  fidraiiK'd  the  action  for  more 
than  two  hours,  continually  retreating,  in 
mo'mentarv  expectation  of  being  fuccoured 
■hy  the  confederate  forces bnt,  none  ap- 
p#  ared,  On  the  eontraryj  with  unparalleled 
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Incapacity  or  pulillanimity,  they  retirfxl 
without  making  any  effort,  and  abandoned 
him  to  his  fate.  Thus  delerted,  and  over- 
powered by  numbers,  Choify  fell  back,  re- 
gained the  CalUe,  and  ftiut  the  gates  on  ihe- 
enemy.  Though  deltitute  of  all  affiftance, 
he  defended  himfelf  with  no  lels  bravery 
than  Ikill.  It  became  neceffarv  to  march 
troops  from  Warfaw,  to  the  aid  of  thole  at 
Cracow,  and  the  united  forces  did  not  fall 
fliort  of  four  thoufand.  Near  nine  hun- 
dred Ruffians  periihed  in  the  various  af- 
faults,  given  during  the  courfe  of  the  liege  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  near  five  months  after 
the  furprize  of- the  Caffle,  that  the  befieged, 
having  totally  exhaulted  their  ammunition 
and  provifions,  w'ere  under  the  necefiity  of 
fubmitting  at  diferetion.  They  were  fent 
• into  Siberia,  according  to  the  laudable  prin- 
ciples of  Catharine’s  policy,  in  order  to 
deter  others  from  following  their  example. 
Choify  himfelf  was  not  exempted  from  fo 
rigorous  a puniliiment.  Chariot  being  ren- 
dered incapable  of  w'alking  by  reafon  of  his 
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woundy  remained  a'  prifoncr  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ruhiaas.  Itji^  with  pleafiire  I add, 
that , both  thole  gallant,  but  unfortunate 
gentlemen,  together  with  Ibme  others  of 
the  French  taken  in  tjie  Caltle  of  Cracow, 
liuveTmce  been  permitted  to  return  to  their 
native  country.  • ; . 

Thus  terminated  an  attempt,  which,  had 
it  been  properly  fuliained  by  the  confederate 
Foies,  might  have  had  great  and  important 
political  confequences : perhaps,  might  have 
at  lead;  delayed,  if  it  had  not  averted,  the 
partition  of  the  kingdom,  that  took  place 
immediately  afterwards.  But,  the  Poles, 
though  enthufiadic  in  their  efforts  to  main- 
tain, or  to  recover  the  independence  of  their 
country,  have  always  been  deficient  in 
judgment,  defiiltory  in  their  condu6t:,  and 
precipitate  in  their  projects.  To  thefe  cha- 
racteriftic  national  dcfecls,  may  in  great 
moafure  be  attributed  their  deftruction. 
Before  I fpnt  the  fuhjefl  of  Cracow,  I fliall 
hihjoin  the  fate  of  the  futler  who  introduced 
Ciiariot  into  the  Cuftle,  which  is  uot  the 
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Icall  tragical  or  interdting  part  of  the  uar- 
nition.  No  fooner*  had  Clioliy  got  poi- 
ieliioii  of  tlie  fortrcis,  than  liis  fiiit  care  was 
to  fend  this  man  awav,-  after  rcwardiii«j 
liim  with  a prefent  of‘ one  hundred  ducats, 
and  enjoining  him,  as  he  valued  his  life, 
inlhmtly  to  leave  Poland.  The  hitler 
obeyed,  and  in  a few  hours  reached  Billitz, 
the  liHt  town  in  Auftrian  Sileha,  where 
he  might  have  remained  in  perfe6t  fafety. 
His  w'ifo  and  two  children  w'ere  preparing 
to  follow-  him.  But,  after  fome  ftay  at  Bil- 
iitz,  he  had  the  imprudence  to  return  to 
Craebw'  in  difguihe,  having  perfuaded  him- 
fclf  that  the  Ruffians  would  not  dilcover 
him.  Being  foon  recognized,  he  w-as  con- 
demned to  the  punirnnieiit  of  the  “ Batogsf' 
a mode  of  execution  common  in  Mnfco%y, 
w'hich  is  indi6lcd  bv  floo'oino;  or  Itrikinir 
the  criminal  on  the  back  with  a thong,  in 
which  is  contained  a piece  of  lead.  Under 
this  fcntencc  he  expired,  the  victim  of  his 
owm  folly  and  tementy,  on  the  very  fpot 
where  Chariot  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Caflle. 
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I returned  yefterday  from  vidtlng  the 
ialt  mines  ot  Vielicza,  iituate  two  leagues 
otf,  in  the  Imperial  Poland,  on  the  fouthern 
Ikle  of  the  Viftula.  After  being  let  down 
by  a rope,  as  in  thofe  of  Cremnltz,  to  the 
depth  of  about  two  hundred  and  thirty 
feet ; our  condu6tors  led  us  through  galle- 
ries, which,  for  loftinefs  and  breadth, 

' feemed  ratiier  to  refemble  the  avenues  cdri- 
<lu6iing  to  feme  fubterranean  Palace,  than 
pafliiges  cut  in  a mine.  They  were  per- 
fectly dry  in  every  part,  and  terminated  in 
two  chapels  coinpofed  entirely  of  fait,  hewn 
out  of  the  iblid  mafs.  The  images  which 
adorn  the  altars,  as  well  as  the  pillars  and 
ornaments,  were  all  formed  of  the  fame 
tranfparent  materials  ; the  points  and  fpars 
of  which,  reflecting  the  rays  of  light  from  the 
lamps  w hich  the  guides  held  in  their  hands, 
produced  an  etfeCf  equally  novel  and  beauti- 
Ihl.  ' Dcfcending  low'er  into  the  earth  by 
means  of  ladders,  I found  myfelf  in  an  im- 
menfe  hall  or  cavern  of  fait,  many  hundred 
feet  in  height,  length,  and  dinienfions,  the 
tloor  and  tides  of  which  were  cut  with  exaCt 

regularity. 
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regularity.  A thouraiid  perlons  might  diue 
in  it  without  inconvenience,  and  the  eye 
in  vain  attempted  to  trace,  or  to  dtdine  its 
limits.  Nothim;  could  l)C  more  Uibllnie 
than  this  valt  I’ubterranean  apartment,  illu- 
minated by  tiambeaux,  w liich  faintly  difeo- 
,ver  its  prodigious  magnitude,  and  leave  tlie 
imagination  at  liberty  to  enlarge  its  bounds 
indelinitely.  After  remaining  about  two 
hours  and  a half  under  ground,  I was  dmwn 
up  again  in  three  minutes,  with  the  greatell 

The  mines  of  Vielicza,  if  conhdered  as 
ohjeids  of  curiofity,  afforded  me  higher  gra- 
tification than  any  which  I have  vlfited  in 
Europe.  They  have  been  already  worked 
above  five  hundred  years,  and  appear  to  be 
inexhauflibl(3 ; more  hdt  being  found  in 
them  than  can  poffibly  be  fold,  though  they 
fupplyall  Poland  with  their  produce.  It  is 
fcarcely  mixed  with  any  extraneous,  me- 
tallic,  or  earthy  particles,  in  the  places 
where  the  workmen  principally  dig.  They 
liave  in  fa6l  little  more  trouble  than  merely 
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to  collect,  bruize,  or  pulverize,  and  put  it 
into  })arrels.  Only  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  men  arc  employed  at  this  time ; but  in 
■winter  they  amount  to  double  the  number. 
•At  Vielicza,  as  in  Hungary,  the  miners 
never  lleep  below ; the  horfes  alone,  about 
fifty  of  which  are  ufually  in  employment, 
remaining  conftantly  under  ground.  No 
woman  is  allowed  to  defcend  into  the  mines  ; 
a regulation  of  great  propriety.  All  the 
Intendants  and  Overfeers  are  Gennans  : the 
miners  are  univerfally  natives  of  Poland. 
They  ^enter  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  continue  below  till  the  fame  hour  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  are  drawn  up  and 
relieved  by  others.  In  depth,  the  mines  of 
Vielicza  fall  far  fhort  of  thofe  at  Schemnitz, 
being  no  where  above  twelve  hundred  feet 
below  the  furface  of  the  earth.  But,  they 
are  in  every  ix3fpe6t  far  eafier  of  accefs ; and 
tile  air,  which  I found  fo  oppreffive  in  the 
•Hungarian,  was  cool  and  pleafaiit  in  the 
Polifli  mines. 
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Tiielr  lofs  to  the  Repiil)lic  is  beyond  alt 
eftinuition,  and  as  they  conlHtuted  a chief 
i'ource  of  the  royal  revenues,  having  always 
been  part  of  the  domain  of  the  Crown,  the 
prelent  King  muft  doubly  feel  the  defal- 
cation of  ihcii  a fource  of  national  wealth. 
Maria  Therela  and  her  Ion  feem  to  be  fully 
aware  of  the  value,  as  well  as  importance  of 
the  acrpiifition.  Vieliczafell  to  the  lharcof 
Aultria,  in  the  memorable  partition  of  this 
country,  lix  years  ago. . Every  precaution js 
now  taking,  in  order  to  feciire  it ; not  againd; 
the  Confederates  ; for  thofe  milcrabie  com- 
binations are  completely  quelled,  and  Po- 
land, from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  is 
lid^jugated  under  the  Rulliaii  delpohim  : 
but  the  Court  of  Vienna  julily  dreads  a 
more  formidable  enemy.  Cracow  and  Vie- 
licza  are  not  far  removed  from  the  frontiers 
of  Silefia  ; and  Frederic,  whofe- attention  is 
ever  a6live,  may  ealily  make  an  irruption 
from  Brellau  or  SchweidnLtz  into  Poland. 
The  Villula  would  form  no  fufllcient  barrier 
airainft  his  inroads.  Batteries  are  therefore 
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erecUn^,  “ Chevaux  de  Frife'^  are  already 
placed,  and  a body  of  troops  is  ftationed, 

for  the  protediion  of  the  mines.  Time  will 

% 

Ihew  whether  thefe  meafures  are  fufiicient 
for  their  effectual  fafety  and  prefervation. 

My  next  letter  will  be  from  Vv'arfaw,  for 
which  city  I fhall  fet  out  to-morrow% 


J.ND  or  THE  FIRST  VOLUME, 


fcslcfl  Hanfard,  nr*»iffr,  ntar  Litwcm’i-Inn 
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